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APPROBATION. 

X  The  under wr'itteity  *wbo  have  oltahied  the 
charaBer  of  a  learned^  and  even  of  an  inge^ 
nlous  man^  have  read  this  manufcript^  which y  in 
fpite  ofmyfelf  I  have  found  to  be  curious  ^  enter- 
tainifig^  morale  philofophical^  and  capable  of  af- 
fording pie  afure  even  to  thofe  who  hate  romances* 
I  have  therefore  decried  it ;  and  have  affured 
the  Cadi4efquier  that  it  is  an  abominable  perform" 
once- 


A    2 
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EPISTLE  DEDICATORY 

T  O    T  H  E 

SUirANA   SHERAA, 
B  Y    S  A  D  I. 


l^he  iSlb  of   the  Mmth  Schewal,  in  the  ^;i,Jtb 
Tear  of  the  H  E g  i  r  a. 

UeLIGHT  of  the  eyes,  torment  of  the  heart, 
and  light  of  the  mind,  I  kifs  not  the  dull  of  thy 
feet,  becaufe  thou  never  walked  ^  or  walked  only 
on  the  carpets  of  Iran,  or  in  paths  drewed  with 
rofes.  I  offer  thee  the  tranflation  of  a  book,  written 
by  an  ancient  fage ;  who,  having  the  happinefs 
to  have  nothing  to  do,  ainufed  himfelf  in  compo- 
fmg  the  hidory  of  Zadig ;  a  work  which  performs 
more  than  it  promifes.  I  befeech  rhee  to  read 
and  examine  it  ;  for,  though  thou  art  in  the  fpring 
of  life,  and  every  pleafure  courts  thee  to  its  em- 
brace; though  thou  art  beautiful,  and  thy  beauty 
be  embcUifhed  by  thy  admirable  talents;  tho' 
thou  ait  praifed  from  evening  to  morning,  and^ 
on  all  thefe  accounts,  had  a  right  to  be  devoid 
cf  common  fenfe ;  yet  thou  had  a  found  judg- 
ment, and  a  hne  tade  ;  and  I  have  heard  thee  rea- 
fon  with  more  accuracy  than  the  old  dervifes, 
^ith  their  long    beards   and    pointed    bonnets. 

Thou 


[      VI      ] 

Thcti    art   difcreer,    whholit   being    dKlrilftf! 
gentle   without   weakneis ;    and    beneficent    'w 
difcernment.     Thou  loveft  thy  friends,  and  m 
eft  thyftelf  no   enemies.     Thy  wit  never  borr 
its  charms   from    the  fhafts   of  detra£tion  ;  thou 
luather   niveft  no.r  doefl,  any  ill,  noWlth (landing 
that  both  are  fo  much  in  thy  power.     In  a  word, 
thy  foul  hath  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  as  pure 
and  unfuUied  as  thy   beauty.     Befides,  thou  halt 
fcme  little  knowledge  in  philofophy,  whicti  makes 
me  believe  that  thou  wilt  take  more  pleafure  than 
others  of  thy  fex  in  perufmg  the  work  of  this  ve- 
nerable fage. 

It  was  originally  written  in  the  ancient  Cfialdee, 
a  language  which  neither  thou  nor  I  under- 
(land.  It  was  afterwards  tranflated  into  the  Ara- 
bic, to  amufe  the  famous  fultan  Oulougbeg,  much 
about  the  time  that  the  Arabians  and  the  Perfians 
began  to  write  the  Thoufand  and  One  Nights,  the 
Thoufand  and  One  Days,  ^c.  Ouloug  was  fond 
of  reading  /adig,  but  the  fultanas  were  fonder  of 
the  .Thoufand  and  One.  ''  How  can  you  prefer 
(would  the  wife  Ouloug  fay  to  them)  thofe  ftories 
which  have  neither  fenfe  nor  meaning  ?**  "  It  is 
for  that  very  rcafon  (replied  the  fultanas)  that  we 
like  them." 

I  FLATTER  myself  that  thou  wilt  not  refemble  thefe 
thy  predecefTors ;  but  that  thou  wilt  be  a  truq 
Ouloug.    i  eren  hope,  that  when  thou  art  tired 

^tb 
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with  thofe  general  converfations,  which  differ 
from  the  Thoufand  and  One  in  nothing  but  in 
being  lefs  agreeable,  I  Iball  have  the  honour  to 
entertain  thee  for  a  moment  -^^iih  a  rational  dii- 
courfe.  Hadfl:  thou  been  Thcleftris,  in  the  time 
of  Meander  the  fon  of  Philip ;  hadft  thou  been 
the  queen  of  Sheba  in  the  time  of  Solomon, 
thefe  are  the  very  kings  that  would  have  raid 
thee  a  vifit. 

I  pray  the  heavenly  powers,  that  thy  pleafures 
may  be  unmixed,  thy  beauty  never  fading,  and 
thy  happinefs  without  end. 

SADI. 


[    9     ] 
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the  Blind  df  One  Eye. 

THl^RE  lived  at  Babylon,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Moabdar,  a  young  man,  nanled  Zadig,  of  a 
good  natural  difpofuion,  (trengthened  and  improv- 
ed by  education.  Tho'  rich  and  young,  he  had 
leirned  to  moderate  his  padions :  he  had  nothing 
IHff  or  affected  in  his  behaviour;  he  did  not  pretend 
to  examine  every  a6bion  by  the  (trid  rules  of  rea- 
flm,  but  v/a?  always  ready  to  make  proper  allow- 
ances for  the  weaknefs  of  mankind.  It  was  mat- 
ter of  furpri:2e,  that,  notwithflanding  his  fprightly 
wit,  he  never  expofed  by  his  raillery  thofe  vague, 
incoherent,  and  noify  difcourfes,  thofe  rafli  cen- 
fures,  ignorant  decifions,  coarfe  jells,  and  all  that 
empty  jingle  of  words  which  at  Babylon  went  by 
the  name  of  Converfation*  He  had  learned,  in  the 
firft  book  of  Zoroafter,  that  felf-love  is  a  foot-ball 
fwelled  with  wind,  from  which,  when  pierced,  the 
mod .  terrible  tempefts  iflue  forth.  Above  all, 
-  '     ■         ■  . .  .  ^     .■■..>.. 

*  The  reader  will  at  once  perceive  that  this  piece  is  a  divert- 
ing pldlure  of  human  life,  in  which  the  author  has  ingenioufly 
contrived  to  ridicule  and  Higmatize  the  follies  and  vices  that 
abound  in  every  ilmion. 

Vol.  I.  B  t         ^-adi^ 
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Za^^  ftev-er  boafted  of  bis  -cofiquefls  among  ihc 
Women,  nor  affeded  to  entertain  a  contemptible 
opinion  oi'  fae  fair  fex.  He  was  generous,  and 
was  never  afraid  of  obliging  the  ungrateful ;  re- 
membering the  grand  precept  of  Zoroafter, 
"  When  thou  eatert,  give  to  the  dogs,  (hould  they 
even  bite  thee."  fie  was  as  wife  as  it  is  poUible  for 
man  tobe^;  for  h-e  fought  to  liv<i  with  th^  wife.  Ir- 
flrudi^d  in  the  fciences  of  the  ancient  Chaldeans, 
lie  muderflood  the  principles  of  natural  philofophy, 
fuch  as  they  were  then  iuppofed  to  be;  and  knew 
•.IS  much  of  mctaphyfi€S  as  hath  ever  been  known 
h\  any  age,  that  is,  little  or  nothing  at  all.  He 
-was  firmly  perfuaded,  notwiihftand ing  the  n€w 
philofophy  of  the  time?,  that  the  year  confifleJ  of 
three  hufidred  and  fixiy-five  days  and  fix  hours, 
and  that  the  fun  was  in  the  center  of  the  world. 
But  when  the  principal  magi  told  him,  with  a 
haughty  and  contemptuous  air,  that  his  fentimenta 
"ivere  of  a  dangerous  tendency,  and  that  it  was  to 
be  an  enemy  to  the  ftatc  to  believe  that  the  tun 
revolved  found  its  own  axis,  and  that  the  year  had 
twelve  months^  he  held  his  tongue  with  great  mo- 
defiy  and  meeknefs*. 

Poflfcfled  as  he  was  of  great  riches,  and  confe- 
quently  of  many  friends,  blcifed  with  a  good  con- 
nitution,  a  handforae  figure,  a  mind  juft  and  mode- 
rate, and  a  heart  noMe  and  iSncere,  he  fondly  ima- 
gined that  he  might  eidlly  be  happy.  He  was  go- 
ing to  be  married  to  Semira,  who,  in  point  of 
beauty,  birth,  and  fortune,  was  the  fird  match  in 
Babylon.  He  I^ad  ajeal  and  virtuous  affedioa 
I.    I  ■  III  ii  I  'f '        — 

*  AlluHiftg'to  t^e  ftory  of  Onl'ileo,  "vVho  was  imprifoncd  in 
tlic  Jnqi/jfitScm  at  Rome  under  Po|ic  Urban  VITI.  for  havinj» 
taught  ,tbc  niotion  of  the  carth,anii  obliged  to  retrafl  that  dciflfine. 

^-  ■  ^  for 
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for  this  lady,  and  fhe  loved  hi  si  with  the  moii 
paflionate  fondaefs.  The  happy  moment  was  al^ 
moft  arrived,  that  was  to  unite  themi  for  ever  in  th^ 
bands  of  wedlock,  when  happening  to  take  a  walk 
together  towards  one  of  the  gates  of  Babylon,  un- 
der the  palm-trees  that  adorn  the  banks  of.  th^ 
Euphrates,  they  faw  forne  men  approaching;,  avmcd 
with  fabresi  and  arrows.  Thefe  were  the,  attend- 
ants of  young  Orcaa,the  miniller's  nephew,  whom 
his  uncle's  creatures  had  flattered  into  an  opinion 
that  he  mij^ht  do  every  thing  with  impunity.  He: 
had  none  of  the  graces  nor  virtues  of  Zadig;,  bu^ 
thinking  hlmfelf  a  much  more  accompliOied  man^ 
he  was  enraged  to  find  that  the  oth^r  w^s  pr-eferred 
before  him.  This  jealoufy,  which  was  merely  the; 
efFe6l  of  his  vanity,  made  him  imagine  that  hd  wa^ 
defperately  in  love  with  Semira;  and  aceardingly 
he  refolved  to  carry  her  ojS'.  The  ravifhers  fcized 
her  ;  in  the  violence  of  the  outrage  they  wounded 
her,  and  made  the  blood  flow  from  a  perfon,  the 
fight  of  which  would  have  foftened  the  tygers  of 
mount  Imaus.  She  pierced  the  heavens  with  her 
complaints.  She  cried  out,  '' My  dear  hufband  1 
they  tear  me  from  the  man  I  adore.'*  Regardlels 
of  her  own  danger,  fhe  was  only  concerned  tor  the 
fate  of  her  dear  Zadig,  who,  in  the  mean  time, 
defended  himfelf  with  all  the  (Irength  that  courage 
and  love  could  infpire.  Afliiled  only  by  tw>'> 
Haves,  he  put  the  ravifhers  to  flight,  and  carried 
home  Semira,  infenfible  and  bloody  as  ihe  was. 
On  opening  her  eyes,  and  beholding  her  deliverer, 
"  O  Zadig,  (faid  Ihe,)  1  loved  thee  lormerly  as  my 
intended  hufband;  I  now  love  thee  as  the  preferver 
of  my  honour  and  my  life."  Never  was  heart  more 
deeply  affeded  than  that  of  Semira.  Never  did  u 
pipre  charming  mouth  exprefs  more  moving 
B  2     *  fenti- 
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featiments,  in  thofe  glowing  words  infpired  by  a 
ienfe  of  the  greateft  of  all  favours,  and  by  the  moft 
tender  tranfports  of  a  lawful  paflion.     Her  wound 
was  flight,  and  was  foon  cured.     Zadig  was  more 
dangeroufly  wounded  ;   an  arrow  had  pierced  him 
near  his   eye,  and   penetrated  to  a  confiderable 
depth.     Semira  wearied  heaven  with  her  prayers 
for  the  recovery  of  her  lover.     Her  eyes  were  con- 
ilantly  bathed  in    tears  ^  (he  anxiouily  waited  the 
happy  moment  when  thofe  of  Zadig  ihould  be  able 
to    meet  her^s  ;   but  an  abfcefs  growing  on  the 
wounded  eye,  gave  every  thing  to  fear.  A  meflenger 
was  immediately   difpatched  to  Memphis,  for  the 
great  phyfician  Hermes,  who  came  with  a  nume- 
rous retinue.     He  vifited  the  patient,  and  declared 
that  he  would  lofe  his  eye.     He  even  foretold  the 
day  and  hour  when  this  fatal  event  would  happen. 
*'  Had  it  been  the  right  eye,  (faid  he)  1  could  eafily 
have  cured  it  ;  but  the  wounds  of  the  left  eye  are 
incureable."     AW   Babylon  lamented  the  fate  of 
Zadig,   and   admired   the  profound  knowledge  of 
Hermes.     In  two  days  the  abfcefs  broke  of  its  own 
cccord,  and  ^adig  was  perfeOly  cured.     Hermes 
wrote  a  book,  to  prove  that  it  ought  not  to  have 
beeji  cured.     Zadig  did  not  read  it :   but,  as  foon 
as  be  was  able  to  go  abroad,  he  went  to  pay  a  vifit 
to  her  in  whom  all  his  hopes  of  happinefs  were 
creniered,  and  for  whofe  fake  alone  he  wifhed  to 
have  eyes.     Semira  had  been  in  the  country  for 
three  days   pa(f.     He   learned  on  the  road,  that 
that  fine  lady,  having  openly  declared  that  fhe  had 
an  unconquerable  averfion  to  cne-cyed  men,  had 
the  night  before  given  her  hand   (o  Orcan.     At 
this   news  he  fell  fpeechlefs  to  the  ground.     His 
forrows  brought  him  almofl  to  ihe  brink    of  the 
grave.     He  was   long  indifpofalj   but  reafon  at 

lafb 
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laft  got  the  better  of  his  afflidion ;  and  the  feve^ 
rity  of  his  fate  ferved  even  to  coniole  him. 

"  Since  (faid  he)  I  have  faffered  fo  much  from 
the  cruel  caprice  of  a  woman  educated  at  court,  I 
mufl  now  think  of  marrying  the  daughter  of  a 
citizen.'*  He  pitched  upon  i\zora,  a  lady  of  the 
greareH:  prudence,  and  of  the  beft  family  in  town. 
He  married  her,  and  lived  with  her  for  three 
months  in  all  the  delights  of  the  mod  tender  uni- 
on. He  only  obferved  that  file  had  a  Uttle  levity  ; 
and  was  too  apt  to  find  that  thofe  young  men  who 
had  the  moft  handfome  perfons  were  likewife  pof- 
fefTed  of  mofl  wit  and  virtue. 


The  NOSE. 

ONE  mxorning  Azora  returned  from  i;  walk  in 
a  terrible  pafIion,and  uttering  the  moil  vio- 
Jent  exclamations.  '^  What  aileih  thee,  (faid  he) 
my  dear  fpoufe  ?  what  is  it  that  can  thus  have  dii- 
compofed  thee  ?"  "  Alas,  (faid  flie)  thou  wouldeil 
be  as  much  enraged  as  I  am,  hadft  thou  feen  what 
I  have  jiift  beheld.  I  have  been  to  comfort  the 
young  widow  Cofrou,  who,  within  thefe  two  days, 
hath  railed  a  tomb  to  her  young  huiband,  near  the 
rivulet  that  wafhes  the  (kir's  of  this  meadow.  She 
vowed  to  heaven,  in  the  bitrernef's  of  her  grief,  to 
remain  at  this  tomb,  while  the  water  of  the  rivulet 
fliould  continue  to  run  near  it.'*  "  Well,  (faid 
Zadig)  file  is  an  excellent  woman,  and  loved  her 
hufbimd  with  the  mod  fincere  aifeclion."  ''  A.h, 
(replied  Azora)  didll  thou  but  know  in  what  11  e 
was  employed  when  I  went  to  wait  upon  her  !'^ 
"  In  what,  pray,  beautiful  Azora?  v.as  fhc  turning 
the  courfe  of  the  rivulet?"    Azora  brcke  cut  intd 

fuch 
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£bqK  long  inve<S^ives,  and  loaded  the  young  widow^ 
with  fuch  bitter  reproaches,  that  Zadig  was  fir 
from  being  pleafed  with  this  oftentation  of  virtue. 

Zadig  had  a  friend,  named  Cador,  one  of  thofe 
young  men  in  whom  his  wife  difcovered  more  pro- 
bity and  merit  than  in  others.  He  made  him  his 
confident,  and  fecured  his  fidelity  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  by  a  confiderable  prefent.  Azora  having 
pafl'ed  two  days  with  a  friend  in  the  country,  return- 
qd  home  on  the  third.  The  fervants  told  her,  with 
trcars  in  their  eyes,  that  her  hufband  died  fuddenly 
the  night  before ;  that  they  were  afraid  to  fend 
her  an  account  of  this  mournful  event ;  and  that 
they  had  juflibeen  depofiting  his  corps  in  the  tomb 
of  his  anceftors,  at  the  end  of  the  garden.  She 
wept,  (lie  tore  her  hair,  and  fwore  fhe  would  fol- 
low him  to  the  grave.  In  the  evening,  Cador 
begged  leave  to  wait  upon  her,  and  joined  his  tears 
with  her*s..  Next  day  they  wept  lefs,  and  dined 
together.  Cador  told  her,  that  his  friend  had  left 
him  the  greatell  part  of  his  eilate  j  and  that  he 
fhould  think  himielf  extremely  happy  in  fliaring 
•his  fortune  with  her.  The  lady  wept,  fell  into  a 
j'alTiQn,  and  at  lafl  became  more  mild  and  gentle. 
They  f^t  longer  at  fupper  than  at  dinner.  They 
now  talked  with  greater  confidence.  Azora  praif- 
ed  the  deceafed  ;  but  owned  that  he  had  many  fail- 
ijigs  from  which  Cador  was  free. 

During  fupper,  Cador  complained  of  a  violent 
pam  in  his  fide.  The  lady,  greatly  concerned,  and 
eager  to  ferve  him,  cauftd  all  kinds  of  eiTences  to 
\:c  brought,  with  which  flie  anointed  him,  to  try  if 
fome  of  them  might  not  pofTibly  eafe  him  of  his 
pain.  She  lamented  that  the  great  Hermes  was 
not  flill  in  Babylon.  She  even  condefcended  to 
touch  the  fide  in  which  Cador  felt  fuch  exquifue 

pain. 
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pain-.  "  Art  thou  fabjed  to  this  cruel  difordcr  ?** 
faid  (lie  to  hhn  with  a  companionate  air.  "•  h 
fjmetinies  brings  rae  (replied  Cador)  to  the  brink 
oi  the  grave  ;  and  there  is  but  one  remedy  that  can 
give  me  relief,  and  that  is,  to  apply  to  my  fide  the 
Eofe  of  a  man  who  is -lately  dead."  "  A  (trance 
remedy,  indeed  !"  faid  Azora.  "Not  moreftrange' 
(replied  he)  than  the  fachels  of  Arnou  againft  the 
apoplexy*."  This  reafon,  added  to  the  ^reat  me- 
rit of  the  young  man,  at  lafi:  determined  the  lady.* 
'•  After  all,  (fays  (lie)  when  my  hufband  flrall  cro'fs' 
the  bridge  Tchinavar,  in  his  journey  to  the  other 
world,  the  angel  Afrael  will  not  refufe  him  apa(- 
Hige,  becaufe  his  nofe  is  a  little  fhorter  in  the  fecond 
life  than  it  was  in  the  hrft."  She  then  took  a  ra- 
zor, went  to  her  huiband's  tomb,  bedewed  it  with 
her  tears,  and  drew  near  to  cut  off  the  nofe  of 
Zadig,  whom  (he  found  extended  at  full  length  in 
the  tomb.  Zadig  arofe,  holding  his  nofe  with  one 
hand,  and  putting  back  the  razor  with  the  other, 
"  Madam,  (faid  he)  don't  exclaim  fo  violently  a- 
gainft  young  Cofrou:  the  projeft  of  cutting  off  my 
nofe  is  equal  to  that  of  turning  the  courfeofa 
rivulet  f." 
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ADIG  found  by    experience,   that   the  fird 
month  of  marriage,  as   it  is  written  in  the 


*  There  was  at  that  time  a  Babylonian  named  Arnoii,  who, 
accordini;  to  his  advertlfements  in  the  Gazettes,  cured  and  pre- 
vented all  kinds  of  apoplexies,  by  a  little  bag  hung  about  the 
neck. 

f  Out  fees  the  author  liad  In  his  eye  the  wcU-koown  fable  of 
{h<:  Ephdian  roatraii. 
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book  of  Zend,  is  tbe  moon  of  honey,  and  that 
the  fecond  is  the  moon  of  wormwood.  He  waa 
fome  time  after  obliged  to  repudiate  Azora,  who- 
became  too  diflicult  to  bcpleafed;  and  he  then 
fought  for  happinefs  in  the  (ludy  of  nature.  "  No 
man  (faid  he)  can  be-  happkr  than  a  philofopher, 
who  reads  in  this  great  book,  which  God  hath 
placed  before  our  eyes.  The  truths  he  difcovers 
are  his  own,  he  nouriilies  and  exahs  his  foul ;  he 
lives  in  peace  ;  he  fears  noching  from  men  ;  and 
his  tender  fpoufe  will  not  come  to  cut  olF  hisnofe." 

Pofl'efl'ed  of  lliefe  ide:is,  he  re li red  to  a  country- 
Iioufe  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  There  lie 
did  not  employ  himfelf  in  calculating  how  many 
inches  of  water  flow  in  a  fecond  of  time  under  the 
arches  of  abridge,  or  whether  there  fell  a  cube4ine 
of  rain  in  the  month  of  the  Moufc  more  than  in 
the  moiitli  of  the  Sheep.  He  never  dreamed  of 
making  filk  of  cobwebs,  or  porcelain  of  broken 
bottles ;  but  he  chiefly  fludied  the  properties  of 
plantL'  and  animals ;  and  foon  acquired  a  fagacity 
that  made  him  difcover  a  thoufahd  dilFcrences 
where  other  men  fee  nothing  but  uniformity. 

One  day,  as  he  was  walkmg  near  a  little  wood, 
he  faw  one  of  the  queen*s  eunuchs  running  to- 
tvards  him,  followed  by  feveral  officers,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  in  great  perplexity,  and  who  ran  to 
find  fro  like  men  diflracled,  eagerly  fearching  for 
fomething  they  had  lofl  of  great  value.  "  Young 
man,  (faid  tlie  firfl  eunuch)  hafl  thou  [cen  the 
queen's  dog?'*  "  It  is  a  bitch,  (replied  Zadig  with 
great  modelly)  and  not  a  dog.**  **  Thou  art  in 
the  right,"  returned  the  firfl  eunuch.  "  It  is  a 
very  fmall  fhc-fpaniel,  (added  Zadig);  fhe  has  lately 
whelped  ;  fiie  limps  on  the  left  fore-foot,  and  has 
very  long  ears.**     "  Thou  hafl  feen  her,*'  £iid  the 

firlt 
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firft  eunuch,  quite  out  of  breath.  "  No,  (replied 
Zadig)  I  have  not  feen  her,  nor  did  I  fo  much  as 
know  that  the  queen  had  a  bitch.'* 

Exactly  at  the  fame  time,  by  one  of  the  common 
freaks  of  fortune,  the  fine(t  horfe  in  the  king's 
flable  had  efcaped  from  the  jockey  in  the  plains  of 
Babylon.  The  principal  huntfman,  and  all  the 
other  officers,  run  after  him  with  as  much  eager- 
nefs  and  anxiety  as  the  firft  eunuch  had  done  after 
the  bitch.  The  principal  huntfman  addrelTed 
himfelf  to  Zadig,  and  afked  him  if  he  had  not  feen 
the  king's  horfe  pafling  by.  "  He  is  the  fleetefl 
horfe  in  the  king's  flable,  (replied  Zadig);  he  is  five 
feet  high,  with  very  fmall  hoofs,  and  a  tail  three 
feet  and  an  half  in  length;  thefluds  on  his  bit  are 
gold  of  twenty-three  carats,  and  his  fhoes  are  filver 
of  eleven  penny-weights."  "  What  way  did  he, 
take  ?  where  is  he  ?"  demanded  the  chief  huntf- 
man. ^'  I  have  not  feen  him,  (replied  Zadig) 
and  never  heard  talk  of  him  before.*' 

The  principal  huntfman  and  the  firfl  eunuch 
never  doubted  but  that  Zadig  had  ftolen  the 
king's  horfe  and  the  queen's  bitch.  They  there^ 
fore  had  him  conducted  before  the  affembly  of  the 
grand  deilerham,  who  condemned  hini  to  the 
knout,  and  to  fpend  the  reft  of  his  days  in  Siberia  *, 
Hardly  was  the  fentence  paffed  when  the  horfe 
and  the  bitch  were  both  found.  The  judges  Were 
reduced  to   the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  reverfmg 

*  Here  the  author  feems  to  have  forgot  himfelf;  otherwife 
he  would  never  have  dreamed  of  infli^ing  a  Ruffian  punifiiment 
on  a  Babylonian  criminal;  far  lefs  offending  him  in  exile  from 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  into  the  deferts  of  Siberia. 

Vol*  I.  C         -t  their 
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their  fentence  ;  but  they  condemned  Zadig  to  pay 
four  hundred  ounces  of  gold,  for  having  faid  that 
he  had  not  feen  what  he  had  feen.  This  fine  he 
was  obliged  to  pay  ;  after  which  he  was  permit- 
6d  to  plead  his  caufe  before  the  counfel  of  the 
g^rahd  deflerham,  when  he  fpoke  to  the  following 
effea: 

**  'Ye  ftars  of  juftice,  abyfs  of  fciences,  mirrors 
of  truth,  who  have  the  weight  of  lead,  the  hard- 
nefs  of  iron,  the  fplendour  of  the  diamond,  and 
rhany  of  the  properties  of  gold  t  Since  I  am  permit-. 
ltd  to  rpeak  before  this  auguft  affembly,  1  fwear  to 
you  by  Oromades,  that  I  have  never  feen  the 
queen's  refpcdable  bitch,  nor  the  facred  horfe  of 
fhe  king  of  kings.  The  truth  of  the  matter  was 
as  follows :  I  was  walking  towards  the  little  wood, 
where  I  afterwards  met  the  venerable  eunuch,  and 
the  hioft  illuftrious  chief  humfman^  I  obferved 
on  the  fand  the  traces  of  an  animal,  and  could  e^fi- 
ly  perceive  them  to  be  thofe  of  a  little  dog.  The 
light  and  long  furrows  imprelTed  on  little  emi- 
nences of  fand  between  the  marks  of  the  paws, 
plainly  difcovered  that  it  was  a  bitch,  whofe  dugs 
were  hanging  down,  and  that  therefore  (lie  muft 
have  whelped  a  few  days  before.  Other  traces  of 
a  dilFerent  kind,  that  always  appeared  to  have  gent* 
ly  bruihed  the  furface  of  the  fand  near  the  marks 
of  the  fore-fcct,  fhewed  me  that  (lie  had  very  long 
ears ;  and  as  I  remarked  that  there  was  always  a 
flighter  imprefTion  made  on  the  fand  by  one  foot 
than  by  the  other  three,  I  found  that  the  bitch  of 
our  augull  queen  was  a  little  lame,  if  1  may  be  al- 
lowed the  expreffion.  . 

*'  With  regard  to  the  horfe  of  the  king  ofkingSi, 
vou  will  be  pleafed  to  know,  that  walking  in  the 
lanes  of  this  wood,   I  obferved   the   marks  of  a 

horfe's 
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horfe's  (hoes,  all  at  equal  diftances.  This  muft  he 
a  horfe,  faid  I  to  myielf,  that  gallops  excellently. 
The  duft  on  the  trees  in  a  narrow  road  that  was 
but  feven  feet  wide  was  a  little  bruflied  off,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  feet  and  a  half  from  the  middle 
of  the  road.  This  horfe,  faid  I,  has  a  tail  three 
feet  and  a  half  long,  which  being  whifked  to  the 
right  and  left,  has  fwept  away  the  duft.  I  obferv- 
ed  under  the  trees  that  formed  an  arbour  five  feet 
in  height,  that  the  leaves  of  the  branches  were 
newly  fallen;  from  whence  I  inferred  that  the  horfe 
had  touched  them,  and  that  he  muft  therefore  be 
five  feet  high.  As  to  his  bit,  it  muft  be  gold  of 
twenty-three  carats,  for  he  had  rubbed  its  bolfes 
againft  a  ftone  which  I  knew  to  be  a  touchftone, 
and  which  I  have  tried.  In  a  word,  from  the 
marks  made  by  his  llioes  on  flints  of  another  kind, 
I  concluded  that  he  was  (hod  with  filver  eleven 
deniers  fine."  All  the  judges  adniired  Zadig  for 
his  acute  and  profound  difcernment.  The  news 
of  this  fpeech  was  carried  even  to  the  king  and 
Gueen..  Nothing  was  talked  of  but  Zadig  in  the 
antichambers,  the  chambers,  and  the  cabinet;  and 
though  many  of  the  Magi  were  of  opinion  that  he 
ought  to  be  burnt  as  a  forcerer,  the  king  ordered 
his  officers  to  reftore  him  the  four  hundred  ounces 
of  gold  which  he  had  been  obliged  to  pay.  The 
regifter,  the  attornies,  and  baihffs,  went  to  his  houfe 
with  great  formaUty,  to  carry  him  back  his  four 
hundred  ounces.  They  only  retained  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety- eight  of  them  to  defray  the  expenr 
ces  of  juftice  ;  and  their  fervants  demanded  their 
fees. 

Zadig  faw  how  extremely  dangerous  it  fometimes 

is  to  appear  too  knowing,  and  therefore  refolved, 
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that  on  the  next  occafion  of  the  like  nature  he 
would  not  tell  what  he  had  feen. 

Such  an  opportunity  foon  offered.  A  prifoner 
of  ftate  made  his  efcape,  and  paffed  under  the  win^ 
dows  of  Zadig's  houfe.  Zadig  was  examined  and 
rnade  no  anfwer.  But  it  was  proved  that  he  had 
looked  at  the  prifoner  from  this  window.  For 
this  crirne  he  was  condemned  to  pay  five  hundred 
ounces  of  gold;  and,  according  to  the  polite  cuf* 
torn  of  Babylon,  he  thanked  his  judges  for  their  in- 
dulgence. ''  Great  God !  faid  he  to  himfelf,  what 
^  misfortune  it  is  to  walk  in  a  wood  through  which 
the  queen's  bitch  or  the  king's  horfe  have  paffed ! 
how  dangerous  to  look  out  at  a  window  !  and  how 
difficult  to  be  happy  in  this  life  !" 


The  Envious  Man. 

*7ADIG  refolved  to  comfort  himfelf  by  philofo- 
phy  and  friendffiip,  for  the  evils  he  had  fuffer- 
ed  from  fortune.  He  had  in  the  fuburbs  of  Ba- 
|)ylon  a  houfe  elegantly  furniffied,  in  which  he  af- 
fembled  all  the  arts  and  all  the  pleafures  worthy  the 
purfuit  of  a  gentleman.  In  the  morning  his  libra- 
ry was  open  to  the  learned.  In  the  evening,  his 
tj^ble  was  furrounded  by  good  company.  But  he 
foon  found  what  very  dangerous  guefts  thefe  men 
pf  letters  are.  A  warm  difpute  arofe  on  one  of 
i^oroaffer's  laws,  which  forbids  the  eating  of  a 
griffin.  "  Why,  faid  fome  of  them,  prohibit  the 
44ting  of  a  griffin,  if  there  is  no  fuch  animal  in  na- 
ture r'  "  There  mud  neceffarily  be  fuch  an  ani- 
gj^lj  (faid  the  others,)  fince  Zoroafter  forbids 
lis  to  eat  it."  Zadig  would  fain  have  recon- 
^il^d  them  by  faying,  *'  If  there  arc  no  griffins, 

we 
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we  cannot. poflibly  eat  them;  and  thus  either  way 
we  fiiall  obey  Zoroafler.** 

A  learned  man,  who  had  compofed  thirteen  vo- 
lumes on  the  properties  of  the  griffin,  and  was  be- 
fides  the  chief  theurgite,  hailed  away  to  accule 
Zadig  before  one  of  the  principal  Magi,  named 
Yebor,  the  greateil  blockhead,  and  therefore  the 
greatefl  fanatick  among;  the  Chaldeans.  This  man 
would  have  empaled  Zadig  to  do  honour  to  the 
fun,  and  would  then  have  recited  the  breviary  of 
Zoroalfer  with  greater  fatisfadion.  The  friend 
Cador  (a  friend  is  better  than  a  hundred  priells) 
v.'ent  to  Yebor,  and  faid  to  him,  "  Long  live  the- 
fun  and  the  griffins  ;  beware  of  punifiiing  Zadig ; 
he  is  a  faint ;  he  has  griffins  in  his  inner  court,  and 
does  not  eat  them;  and  his  accufer  is  an  heretic, 
who  dares  to  maintain  that  rabbits  have  clovep 
feet,  and  are  not  unclean."  "  Well,  (faid  Yebor, 
fliaking  his  bald  pate)  v/e  mud  empale  Zadig  for 
having  thought  contemptuouUy  ol  griffins,  and  the 
other  for  having  fpoke  difrefpedfully  of  rabbits.'* 
Cador  huffied  up  the  affiiir  by  means  of  a  maid  of 
honour  who  had  bore  him  a  child,  and  who  had 
great  intereft  in  the  college  ot  the  Magi.  No  body 
Vv'as  empaled.  This  lenity  occafioned  a  great 
murmuring  among  fome  of  the  dodors,  who  froin 
thence  predided  the  fall  of  Babylon  *.  '^  Upon 
what  does  happinefs  depend,  (laid  Zadig)  I  am 
perfecuted  by  every  thing  in  the  world,  even  on  ac^ 
count  of  beings  that  have  no  exiflence.^*  He  curfed 
thofe  men  of  learning,  and  refolved  for  the  future 
to  live  with  none  but  good  company. 


*  This  is.a  fevere  fatire  upon  thofe  cruel  bigors  who  perfecute 
all  fuch  as  prefume  to  differ  from  cflabliftied  opinions,  though 
purely  fpeculative. 

He 
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He  aflembled  at  his  houfe  the  moft  worthy  men* 
and  the  mod  beautiful  ladies  of  Babylon.  He 
gave  them  delicious  fuppers,  often  preceded  by 
concerts  of  mufick,  and  always  animated  by  polite 
converfation,  from  which  he  knew  how  to  banifli 
that  afiFectation  of  wit,  which  is  the  fureft  method 
of  preventing  it  entirely,  and  of  fpoiling  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  moft  agreeable  fociety.  Neither  the 
choice  of  his  friends,  nor  that  of  the  difhes,  was 
made  by  vanity;  for  in  every  thing  he  preferred  the 
fubftance  to  the  fhadow;  and  by  thefe  means  he 
procured  that  real  refped  to  which  he  did  not  afpire. 

Oppofite  to  his  houfe  lived  one  Arimazes,  a 
man  whofe  deformed  countenance  was  bur  a  faint 
pifture  of  his  ftill  more  deformed  mind.  His  heart 
was  a  mixture  of  malice,  pride,  a:?d  envy.  Hav- 
ing never  been  able  to  fucceed  in  any  of  his  under- 
takings, he  revenged  himfelf  on  all  around  him,  by 
loading  them  with  the  blackeft  calumnies.  Ricli 
as  he  was,  he  found  it  difficult  to  procure  a  fet  of 
flatterers.  The  rattling  of  the  chariots  that  entered 
Zadig's  court  in  the  evening  filled  him  with  unea- 
fmefs ;  the  found  of  his  praifes  enraged  him  ftill 
more.  He  fometimes  went  to  Zadig's  houfe,  and 
fat  down  at  table  without  being  defired  ;  where  he 
fpoiled  all  the  pleafure  of  the  company,  as  the  har- 
pies are  faid  to  infedl  the  viands  they  touch.  It 
happened  that  one  day  he  took  it  in  his  head  to 
give  an  entertainment  to  a  lady,  who,  inftead  of 
accepting  it,  went  to  fup  with  Zadig.  At  another 
time,  as  he  was  talking  with  Zadig  at  Court,  a  Mi- 
nifter  of  State  came  up  to  them,  and  invited  Zadig  to 
fupper,  without  inviting  Arimazes.  The  moft  im- 
placable hatred  has  feldom  a  more  folid  foundation. 
This  man,  who  in  Babylon  was  called  the  Envious^ 
refolved  to  ruin  Zadig,  becaufe  he  was  called  ths 

Happy, 
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Happy,  "  The  opportunity  of  doing  mifchief  oc- 
curs a  hundred  times  in  a  day,  and  that  of  doing 
good  but  once  a  year,"  as  fayeth  the  wife  Zoro- 
after. 

The  envious  man  went  to  fee  Zadig,  who  was 
walking  in  his  garden  with  two  friends  and  a  lady, 
to  whom  he  laid  many  gallant  things,  without  any 
other  intention  than  rhat  of  faying  them.  The  con- 
verfation  turned  upon  a  war  which  the  king  had 
jufl:  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion  againft  the 
prince  of  Hircania,  his  vaffal.  Zadig,  who  had 
fignalized  his  courage  in  this  fhort  war,  beftowed 
great  praifes  on  the  king,  but  greater  dill  on  the 
lady.  He  took  out  his  pocket-book,  and  wrote 
four  lines  extempore,  which  he  gave  to  this  amiable 
perfon  to  read.  His  friends  begged  they  might 
fee  them ;  but  modefty,  or  rather  a  well-regulated 
felf-love,  would  not  allow  him  to  grant  their  re- 
queft.  He  knew  that  extemporary  verfes  are  ne- 
ver  approved  by  any  but  by  the  perfon  in  whofe 
honour  they  are  written.  He  therefore  tore  in  two 
the  leaf  on  which  he  had  wrote  them,  and  threw 
both  the  pieces  into  a  thicket  of  rofe  bufhes  where 
the  refl  of  the  company  fought  for  them  in  vain. 
A  flight  (hower  falling  foon  after,  obliged  them  tp 
return  to  the  houfe.  The  envious  man,  who  (laid 
in  the  garden,  continued  to  fearch,  till  at  lad  be 
found  a  piece  of  the  leaf.  It  had  been  torn  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  each  half  of  a  line  formed  a  com- 
plete fenfe,  and  even  a  verfe  of  a  Ihorter  meafure ; 
but  what  was  dill  more  furprifmg,  thefe  fhort  ver- 
fes were  found  to  contain  the  mod  injurious  reflec- 
tions on  the  king ;  they  ran  thus: 

To  flag^rant  crimes 
His  Crown  he  owes. 

To 
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To  peaceful  times 
The  worlt  of  foes. 

The  envious  man  was  now  happy  for  the  firfl:  tinie' 
of  his  life.  He  had  it  in  his  power  to  ruin  a  per- 
Ibn  of  virtue  and  merit.  Filled  with  this  fiend- 
like joy,  he  found  means  to  convey  to  the  king  th6 
latire  written  by  the  hand  of  Zadig,  who,  together 
with  the  lady  and  his  two  friends,  was  thrown  into 
prifon. 

His  trial  was  foon  fmifhed,  without  his  beingj 
permitted  to  fpeak  for  himfelf.  As  he  was  go- 
ing to  receive  his  fentence,  the  envious  man  threvr 
himfelf  in  his  way,  and  told  himw^th  a  loud  voice, 
that  his  verfes  were  good  for  nothing.  Zadig  did 
not  value  himfelf  on  being  a  good  poet;  but  it  fill*- 
ed  him  with  inexpreffible  concern  to  hnd  that  he 
was  condemned  for  high  treafon;  and  that  the  fair 
lady  and  his  two  friends  were  confined  in  prifoil' 
for  a  crime  of  which  they  were  not  guilry.  He 
was  not  allowed  to  fpeak  becaufe  his  writing  fpoke 
for  him.  Such  was  the  law  of  Babylon.  Accord- 
ingly he  was  condu6i:ed  to  the  place  of  execution, 
through  an  immenfe  crowd  of  fpe^lators,  whodurft 
not  venture  to  exprefs  their  pity  for  him,  but  who 
carefully  examitied  his  countenance,  to  fee  if  he 
died  with  a  good  grace.  His  relations  alone  werit, 
inconfolable;  for  they  could  not  fucceed  to  his 
eftatc.  Three  fourths  of  his  wealth  were  confifcated 
into  the  king's  treafury,  and  the  other  fourth  was 
given  to  the  envious  man. 

Jufc  as  he  was  preparing  for  death,  the  king's 
parrot  flew  from  its  cage,  and  alighted  on  a  rofc 
bufli  in  Zadig*s  garden.  A  peach  had  been  driven 
thither  by  the  wiiid  from  a  neighbouring  tree,  and 

had 
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had  fallen  on  a  piece  of  the  written  leaf  of  the 
pocket-book  to  which  it  ftuck.  The  bird  carried 
off  the  peach  and  the  paper,  and  laid  them  on  the 
king's  knee.  The  king  took  up  the  paper  with 
l^reat  eagernefs,  and  read  the  words,  which  formed 
no  fenfe,  and  feemed  to  be  the  endings  of  verfes. 
He  loved  poetry;  and  there  is  always  fome  mercy 
to  be  expelled  from  a  prince  of  that  difpofition. 
The  adventure  of  the  parrot  fet  him  a  think- 
ing.^ 

The  queen,  whoremembered  what  had  been  writ- 
ten on  the  piece  of  Zadig*s  pocket-book,  caufed  it 
to  be  brought.  They  compared  the  two  pieces  to- 
gether, and  found  them  to  tally  exactly :  they  then 
read  the  verfes  as  Zadig  had  wrote  them. 

Tyrants  are  prone  to  flagrant  Crimes  ; 

To  Clemency  his  Crown  he  owes; 
To  Concord  and  to  peaceful  Times  ^ 

Love  only  is  the  worji  of  Foes» 

The  king  gave  immediate  orders,  that  Zadig  fhould 
bp  brought  before  him,  and  that  his  two  friends 
and  the  lady  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty.  Zadig  fell 
proftrate  on  the  ground  before  the  king  and  queen; 
humbly  begged  their  pardon  for  having  made  fuch 
bad  verfes,  and  fpoke  with  fo  much  propriety,  wit, 
and  good  fenfe,  that  their  majefties  defired  they 
might  fee  him  again*  He  did  "himfelf  that  honour, 
and  infinuated  himfelf  (till  farther  into  their  good 
graces*  They  gave  him  all  the  wealth  of  the  en- 
vious man;  but  Zadig  -rcftored  him  back  the 
whole  of  it ;  and  this  inftance  of  generofity  gave 
no  other  pleafure  to  the  envious  man  than  that  of 
having  preferved  his  eftatc.  The  king's  efteem 
Vol.  L  D  I   ^  for 
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for  Zadig  increafed  every  day.  He  admitted  him 
into  all  his  parties  of  pleafure,  and  confulted  him 
in  all  aflfdirs  of  ftate.  From  that  time  the  queen 
began  to  regard  him  with  an  eye  of  tendernefs> 
that  might  one  day  prove  dangerous  to  herfelf,  to 
the  king  her  augufl  confort,  to  Zadig,  and  to  the 
kingdom  in  general.  Zadig  now  began  to  think 
that  happinefs  was  not  fo  unattainable  as  he  had  for- 
merly imagined. 


The   Generous. 

THE  time  was  now  arrived  for  celebrating  a 
grand  feilival,  which  returned  every  five 
years.  It  was  a  cullom  in  Babylon  folemnly  to 
declare,  at  the  end  of  every  five  years,  which  of 
the  citizens  had  performed  the  mofl  generous  ac- 
tion. The  grandees  and  the  magi  were  the  judges. 
The  firfl  fatrape,  who  was  charged  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city,  publiflied  the  moft  noble  adions 
that  had  paffed  under  his  adminiflration.  The 
competition  was  decided  by  votes ;  and  the  king, 
pronounced  the  fentence.  People  came  to  this  fo- 
lemnity  from  the  extremities  of  the  earth.  The 
conqueror  received  from  the  monarch's  hands  a 
golden  cup  adorned  with  precious  (tones,  his  ma- 
jefty  at  the  fame  time  making  him  this  compliment : 
*'  Receive  this  reward  of  thy  gcnerofity,  and  may 
the  gods  grant  me  many  fubje£ts  like  to  thee." 

This  memorable  day  being  come,  the  king  ap- 
peared on  his  throne,  furrounded  by  the  grandees, 
the  magi,  and  the  deputies  of  all  the  nations  that 
■  caiLie 
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tame  to  thefe  games,  where  glory  was  acquired  not 
by  the  fwiftnefs  of  horfes,  nor  by  flrength  of  body, 
but  by  vh'tue.  The  firfl  fatrape  recited,  whh  an  audi- 
ble voice,  fuch  adions  as  might  entitle  the  authors 
of  them  to  this  invaluable  prize.  He  did  not  men- 
tion the  greatnefs  of  foul  with  which  Zadig  had 
reftored  the  envious  man  his  fortune,  becaufe 
it  was  not  judged  to  be  an  action  worthy  of  difpu^ 
ting  the  prize. 

He  firit  prefented  a  judge,  who  having  made  a 
citizen  lofe  a  confiderable  caufe  by  a  miftake,  for 
which,  after  all,  he  was  not  accountable,  had  given 
him  the  whole  of  his  own  eftate,  which  was  juft 
equal  to  what  the  other  had  loft. 

He  next  produced  a  young  man,  who  being  dci^- 
perately  in  love  with  a  lady  whom  he  was  going  to 
marry,  had  yielded  her  up  to  his  friend,  whofe  paf- 
fion  for  her  had  almoft  brought  him  to  the  brink 
of  the  grave,  and  at  the  fame  time  had  given  him 
the  lady's  fortune. 

He  afterwards  produced  a  foldier,  who,  In  the 
wars  of  Hircania,  had  given  a  ftill  more  noble  in- 
(lance  of  generofity.  A  party  of  the  enemy  hav- 
ing feized  his  miftrefs,  he  fought  in  her  defence 
with  great  intrepidity.  At  that  very  inftant  he  was 
informed  that  another  partv,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
few  paces,  were  carrying  off  his  mother ;  he  there- 
fore left  his  miftrefs  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  flew 
to  the  afliftance  of  his  mother.  At  laft,  he  return- 
ed to  the  dear  objed  of  his  love,  and  found  her  ex- 
piring. He  was  juft  going  to  plunge  his  fword  in 
his  own  bofom  ;  but  his  mother  remonftrating  a- 
gainft  fuch  a  defperate  deed,  and  telling  him  that 
he  was  the  only  fupport  of  her  life,  he  had  the 
courage  to  endure  to  live. 

The  judges  were  inclined  to  give  the  prize  to 
D  2  '.  the 
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the  foldicr.  But  the  king  took  up  the  difcourfe 
and  faid,  '*  The  adion  of  the  foldier,  and  thofe  of 
the  other  two,  are  doubtlels  very  great,  but  they 
have  nothing  in  them  furprifing.  Yeflerday  Zadig 
performed  an  aftion  that  filled  me  with  wonder. 
1  had  a  few  days  before  difgraced  Coreb,  my 
minifter  and  favourite.  1  complained  of  him  in  tlie 
mofl  violent  and  bitter  terms  ;  all  my  courtiers  af- 
fured  me  that  I  was  too  gentle,  and  feemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  fpeaking  ill  of  Coreb.  I  afked 
Zadig  what  he  thought  of  him,  and  he  had  the  cou^ 
rage  to  commend  him.  I  have  read  in  our  hifto* 
ries  of  many  people  who  have  atoned  for  an  error 
by  the  furrender  of  their  fortune  ;  who  have  re- 
ligned  a  miftrefs;  or  preferred  a  mother  to  the  ob- 
jed  of  their  aft'e^tion  ;  but  never  before  did  I  hear 
of  a  courtier  who  fpoke  favourably  of  a  difgraced 
minifter,  that  laboured  under  the  difpleafure  of  his. 
fovereign.  I  give  to  each  of  thofe  whofe  generous- 
actions  have  been  now  recited,  twenty  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold;  but  tlie  cup  I  give  to  Zadig." 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  (faid  Z^adig,)  thy- 
fclf  alone  deferveft  the  cup;  thou  haft  performed 
an  a<!^ion  of  all  others  the  moft  uncommon  and 
meritorious,  fmce,  notwithftanding  thy  being  a 
powerful  king,  thou  waft  not  oft'cndrd  at  thy  flave, 
when  he  prefumed  to  oppofe  thy  paftion."  The 
king  and  7.adig  were  equally  the  objed:  of  admira- 
tion. The  judge  who  had  given  his  eftate  to  his 
client ;  the  lover  who  had  refigncd  his  miftrefs  to 
his  friend  ;  and  the  foldier,  who  had  preferred  the 
fafety  of  his  mother  to  that  of  his  miftrefs,  received 
the  king's  prefents,  and  faw  their  names  inroiled  in 
the  catalogue  of  generous  men.  7-adig  had  the 
cup,  and  the  king  acquired  the  reputation  of  a 
^ood  prince,  which  he  did  not  long  enjoy.     The 

day 
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day  was  celebrated  by  feafts  that-lafted  longer  than 
the  law  enjoined;  and  the  memory  of  it  is  ftill  pre- 
lerved  in  Afia.  Zadig  faid,  "  Now  I  am  happy  at 
lafl  ;"  but  he  found  himfelf  fatally  deceived. 


3(1?  nut  01        The   M  i  n  i  s  t  e  r. 

THE  king  had  loft  his  firft  minifter,  and  chofe 
Zadig  to  fupply  his  place.  All  the  ladies  in 
Babylon  applauded  the  choice  ;  for  fince  the  foun- 
dation of  the  empire  there  had  never  been  fuch  a 
young  minifter.  But  all  the  courtiers  were  fill- 
ed with  jealoufy  and  vexation.  The  envious  man, 
in  particular,  was  troubled  with  a  fpitting  of  blood, 
and  a  prodigious  inflammation  in  his  nole.  Zadig 
having  thanked  the  king  and  queen  for  their  good- 
nefs,  went  likewife  to  thank  the  parrot.  ■'  Beauti- 
ful bird,  (faid  he)  *tis  thou  that  haft  faved  my  life, 
and  made  me  firlt  minifter.  The  queen's  bitch  and 
the  king's  horfe  did  me  a  great  deal  of  mifchief ; 
but  thou  haft  done  me  much  good.  Upon  fuch 
fiender  threads  as  thefe  do  the  fates  of  mortals 
hang  !  but  (added  he )  this  happinefs  perhaps  will 
vanilh  very  foon."  *'  Soon/'  replied  the  parrot. 
Zadig  was  fomewhat  Jlartled  at  this  word.  But 
as  he  was  a  good  natural  philofopher,  and  did  net 
believe  parrots  to  be  prophets,  he  quickly  recover- 
ed his  fpirits,  and  rcfolved  to  execute  his  duty  to 
the  beft  of  his  power. 

He  made  every  one  feel  the  facred  authority  of 
the  laws,  but  no  one  felt  the  weight  of  his  dignity. 
He  never  checked  the  deliberations  of  the  divan  ; 
and  every  vizier  might  give  his  opinion  without 
the  fear  of  incurring  the  minifter's  difplcafure. 
When  he  gave  judgment,  it  was  not  he  that  gave 

it. 
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it,  it  was  the  law  ;  the  rigour  of  which,  however, 
whenever  it  was  too  fevere,  he  always  took  care  to 
foften;  and  when  laws  were  wanting,  the  equity  of 
his  decifions  was  fuch  as  might  eafily  have  made 
them  pafs  for  thofe  of  Zoroafter. 

It  is  to  him  that  the  nations  are  indebted  for  this 
grand  principle,  to  wit,  that  it  is  better  to  run  the 
riik  of  fparing  the  guilty  than  to  condemn  the  in- 
nocent. He  imagined  that  laws  were  made  as  well 
to  fecure  the  people  from  the  fuffering  of  injuries 
as  to  reftrain  them  from  the  commiflion  of  crimes. 
His  chief  talent  confided  in  difcovering  the  truth, 
which  all  men  feek  to  obfcure.  This  great  talent 
he  put  in  praQice  from  the  very  beginning  of  his 
adminiftration.  A  famous  merchant  of  Babylon, 
who  died  in  the  Indies,  divided  his  eftate  equally 
between  his  two  fons,  after  having  difpofed  of 
their  fiftcr  in  marriage,  and  left  a  prefent  of  thirty 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold  to  that  fon  who  (hould  be 
found  to  have  loved  him  bed.  The  eldeft  raifed  a 
tomb  to  his  memory;  the  youngeft  increafed  his 
fifler's  portion,  by  giving  her  a  part  of  his  inheri- 
tance. Every  one  faid  that  the  eldefl  fon  loved 
his  father  bed,  and  the  younged  his  fider  ;  and 
that  the  thirty  thoufand  pieces  belonged  to  the 
elded. 

Zadig  fent  for  both  of  them,  the  one  after  the 
other.  To  the  elded  he  faid,  "  Thy  father  is  not 
dead  ;  he  is  recovered  of  his  lad  illnefs,  and  is  re- 
turning to  Babylon."  "  God  be  praifed,  (replied 
the  young  man,)  but  his  tomb  cod  me  a  confidcr- 
ablc  fum."  Zadig  afterwards  faid  the  fame  thing 
to  the  younged.  "  God  be  praifed,  (faid  he)  I 
will  go  and  redore  to  my  father  all  that  IhaVe  ; 
but  I  could  wilh  that  he  would  leave  my  fider 
what  I  have  given  her."  "  Thou  dialt  redore  no- 
thing, 
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thing,  replied  Zadig,  and  thou  fhalt  have  the  thirty 
thoufand  pieces,  for  thou  art  the  fon  who  loves  his 
father  beft." 

A  young  lady  poflefled  of  a  handfome  fortune 
had  given  a  promife  of  marriage  to  two  magi;  and 
after  having,  for  feme  months,  received  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  both,  fhe,  proved  vi^ith  child.  They  were 
both  defirous  of  marrying  her.  "  I  will  take  for 
my  hufband,  faid  fhe,  the  man  who  has  put  me  in 
a  condition  to  give  a  fubje6l  to  the  ftate.'*  "  1  am 
the  man  that  has  done  the  work,"  faid  the  one. 
"  I  am  the  man  that  has  done  it,"  faid  the  other. 
"  Well,  replied  the  lady,  I  will  acknowledge  for 
the  infant's  father  him  that  can  give  it  the  belt 
education."  'J'he  lady  was  delivered  of  a  fon. 
The  two  magi  contended  who  Ihould  bring  him 
up,  and  the  caufe  was  carried  before  Zadig.  Za- 
digfummonedthetwo  magi  to  attend  him.  "  What 
will  you  teach  your  pupil  ?"  faid  he  to  the  firft. 
"  I  will  teach  him,  (faid  the  dodtor)  the  eight  parts 
of  fpeech,  logick,  aftrology,  pneumatics,  what  is 
meant  by  fubftance  and  accident,  abftra£l:  and 
concrete,  the  dodrine  of  the  monades,  and  the 
pre-e(tablifhed  harmony."  "  For  my  part,  (faid 
the  fecond)  1  will  endeavour  to  give  him  a  lenfe 
of  juflice,  and  to  make  him  worthy  the  friendlhip 
of  good  men."  7.adig  then  cried,  "  Whether 
thou  art  his  father  or  not,  thou  fhalt  ha  vehis  mother. 


The  Disputes  and  the  Audiences. 

TN  this  manner  he  daily  difcovered  the  fubrilty 

of  his   genius  and  the  goodnefs  of  his   heart. 

The  people  at  once  admired  and  loved  him.     He 

palTed  for  the  happieft  man  in  the  world.     The 

whole 
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uiible  empire  refotinded  with  his  name.  AH  the 
ladles  ogled  him.  All  the  men  praifed  him  for  his 
juftice.  The  learned  regarded  him  as  ^n  oracle  ; 
and  even  the  priefls  confeffed  thai  he  knew  more 
than  the  old  archmagi  Yebor.  Ihey  were  now 
fo  far  from  profecuting  him  on  account  of  the  grif- 
fins, that  they  belie^'ed  nothing  but  what  he  thought 
credible,  . 

There  had  reigned  in  Babylon,  for  the  fpace  of 
fifieen  hundred  years,  a  violent  conteft  that  had 
divided  the  empire  into  two  ftds.  The  one  pre- 
tended that  they  ought  to  enter  the  temple  of  Mi- 
tra  with  the  left  foot  foremofl*  ;  the  other  held 
this  cuftom  in  deteilation,  and  always  entered  with 
the  right  foot  firfl.  The  people  waited  with  greaK 
imparicnce  for  the  day  on  which  the  folcmn  feaft 
of  ilic  facred  fire  was  to  be  celebrated,  to  fee  which 
fed  Zadig  would  favour.  All  the  world  had  their 
eyes  fived  on  his  two'feet,  and  the  whole  city  Xvas 
in  the  utmoft  fafpence  and  perturbation.  Zadig 
jumped  into  the  temple  with  his  feet  joined  toge- 
ther ;  and  afterwards  proved,  in  an  eloquent  dif- 
courfe,  that  the  Sovereign  of  heaven  and  earth,  who 
accepteth  not  this  perfons  of  men,  makes  no  diflinc- 
tlon  between  the  right  and  the  left  foot.  The 
envious  man  and  his  wife  alledgcd  that  his  di'* 
courfe  was  not  figurative  enough,  and  thlt  he  did 
not  make  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  dance  with 
fufiicient  agility.  "  He  is  dry,  (faid  they)  and 
void  of  genius;  he  does  not  make  the  fea  to  fly, 
and  liars  to  fall,  nor  the  fun  to  melt  hke  wax  :  he 
has  not  the  true  oriental  flile."  Zadig  contented 
himfelf  with  having  the  flile  of  reafon.     All  the 
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•  This  is  probably  a  glance  at  the  difpu«e$  about  Janftnifiri, 
Nvhich,  though  in  ihemfcires  Infignificant,  have  divided  Fraocc 
im^Q.tiio  tntctcratc  faif^ioos/ 
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world  favoured  him,  not  becaufe  he  was  in  the  right 
road,  or  followed  the  didates  of  reafon,  or  was  a 
man  of  real  merit,  but  becaufe  he  was  prime  vizier. 

He  terminated  with  the  fame  happy  addrefs  the 
grand  difference  between  the  white  and  the  black 
magi.  The  former  maintained  that  it  was  the 
height  of  impiety  to  pray  to  God  with  the  face 
turned  towards  the  eail  in  winter  ;  the  latter  af- 
ferted  that  God  abhorred  the  prayers  of  thofe  Who 
turned  towards  the  well  in  fummer.  Zadig  de-  ' 
creed  that  every  man  fhould  be  allowed  to  turn  as  1 
he  pleafed.        ,.  . 

Thus  he  found  out  the  happy  fecret  of  finiHiin^ 
all  affairs,  whether  of  a  private  or  pubhc  nature,  In  ,. 
the  morning.  The  reft  of  the  day  he  employed  in 
fuperintending  and  promoting  the  embellifliments 
of  Babylon.  He  exhibited  tragedies  that  drew 
tears  from  the  eyes  of  the  fpedators,  and  comedies 
that  fhook  their  fides  with  laughter ;  a  cuftom 
which  had  long  been  difufed,  and  which  his  good 
tafte  nov/  induced  him  to  revive.  He  never  affec-  1 
ted  to  be  more  knowing  in  the  polite  arts  than  the  / 
artifts  themfelves ;  he  encouraged  them  by  rewards 
and  honours,  and  was  never  jealous  of  their  talents. 
In  the  evening  the  king  was  highly  entertained 
with  his  converfatioh,  and  the  queen  ftill  more. 
"  Great ,  minifter  !"  faid  the  king.  "  Amiable 
minifterl"  faid  the  queen ;  and  both  of  them  added, 
**  it  would  have  been  a  great  lofs  to  the  ftate  had 
fuch  a  man  been  hanged." 

Never  was  man  in  power  obliged  to  give  fo  ma- 
ny audiences  to  the  ladies.     Moft  of  them  came  to 

confult  him  about no  bufihefs  at  all,  that  fo 

they  might  have  fome  bufinefs  with  him.  The  wife 
of  the  envious  man  was  among  the  firil.  She 
iwQTQ  to   him  by  Mitra,  by  Zenda  Vefta,  and  by 
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the  facred  fire,  that  (he  detefted  her  hufband's  corl- 
du6l:  file  then  told  him  in  confidence  that  he  was  a 
jealous  brutal  wretch  ;  and  gave  hira  to  underfland 
that  heaven  punifhed  him  for  his  crimes,  by  re- 
f  ufing-  him  the  precious  effefts  of  the  facred  fire, 
by  which  alone  man  can  be  rendered  like  the  gods. 
At  lad  fhe  concluded  by  dropping, her  garter.  Za- 
dig  took  it  up  with  his  ufual  politenefs,  but  did 
riot  tie  it  about  the  lady's  leg ;  and  this  flight 
fault,  if  it  may  be  called  a  fault,  was  the  caufe  of 
the  mofl  terrible  misfortunes.  7.adig  never  thought 
of  it  more;  but  the  lady  thought  of  it  with  great 
attention. 

Never  a  day  paffed  without  feveral  vifits  from  the 
ladies.  The  fecret  annals  of  Babylon  pretend 
that  he  once  yielded  to  the  tempration,  but  that 
he  was  furprifed  to  find  that  he  enjoyed  his 
miftrefs  without  pleafure,  and  embraced  her  with- 
out diflradion.  The  lady  to  whom  he  gave,  al- 
itiofl  without  being  fenfible  of  it,  thefe  marks  of 
his  favour,  was  a  maid  of  honour  to  queen  Aflarte. 
This  tender  Babylonian  faid  to  herfelf  by  way  of 
comfort,  "This  man  muft  have  his  head  filled 
with  a  prodi'iious  heap  of  bufinefs,  fince  even  in 
making  love  he  cannot  avoid  thinking  on  public 
affairs."  7.adig  happened,  at  the  very  indant  when 
moft  peo]-)re  fay  nothing  at  all,  and  others  only 
pronounce  a  few  facred  words,  to  cry  out,  "  The 
queen/*  The  Babylonian  thought  that  he  was  at 
lafl happily  come  to  himfclf,  and  that  he  faid, ^' My- 
queen.'*  'but  Tladig,  whovvas  always  too  abfent, 
pronounced  the  name  of  Aftafte.  The  lady,  who' 
in  this  happy  fituation  interpreted  every  thing  in 
her  own  favotir,  imagined  that  he  meant  to  fay, 
*^  Thou  art  more  beautiful  than  queen  Aflarte."' 
After  receiving  fome  handfome  prefents,  fhe  left* 
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the  feragllo  of  Zadig,  and  went  to  f  elate  her  ad- 
venture to  the  envious  woman,  who  was  her  inti- 
mate friend,  and  who  was  greatly  piqued  at  the 
preference  given  to  the  other.  "  He  would  not 
fo  much  as  deign,  faid  fhe,  to  tie  this  garter  about 
my  leg,  and  1  am  therefore  refoived  never  to  wear 
it  more."  "  O  ho,  faid  the  happy  lady  to  the 
envious  one,  your  garters  are  the  fame  with  the 
queen's!  do  you  buy  them  from  the  fame  w^eaver?" 
This  hint  i'et  the  envious  lady  a-thinking  ;  fhe 
made  no  reply,  but  went  to  confult  with  her  en- 
vious hufband. 

Meanwhile  Zadig  perceived  that  his  thoughts 
were  always  diftra^ted,  as  well  when  he  gave  au- 
dience as  when  he  fat  in  judgment.  He  did  not 
know  to  what  to  attribute  this  abfence  of  mind  ; 
and  that  was  his  onlyforrow. 

He  had  a  dream,  in  which  he  imagined  that  he 
laid  himfelf  down  upon  a  heap  of  dry  herbs,  among 
which  there  were  many  prickly  ones  that  gave  him 
great  uneafmefs,  and  that  he  afterwards  repofed 
himfelf  on  a  foft  bed  of  rofes,  from  v/hich  there 
fprung  a  ferpent  that  wounded  him  to  the  heart 
with  its  (harp  and  venomed  tongue.  "  Alas,  faid 
he,  I  have  long  Iain  on  thefe  dry  and  prickly  herbs, 
I  am  now  on  the  bed  of  rofes  ;  but  what  fliall  be 
the  ferpent  r*' 
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ZADIG's  calamities  fprung  even  from  his  hap- 
pinefs,  and  efpecialiy  from  his  merit.  He 
every  day  converfed  with  the  king,  and  Aftarte  his 
auguft  confort.  The  charms  of  his  converfation 
were  greatly  heightened  by  that  defire  of  pleafing, 
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which  is  to  the  mind  what  drefs  is  to  beauty.  Hi? 
youth  and  graceful  appearance  infenfibly  made  ah 
impreflion  on  Aflarte,  "which  fhe  did  not  at  firft 
perceive.  Her  paffion  grew  and  flourifhed  in  the 
bofom  of  innocence.  Without  fear  or  fcruple,  (he 
indulged  the  pleafing  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  and 
'hearing  a  man,  who  was  fo  dear  to  her  hufband, 
land  to  the  empire  in  general.  She  was  continual- 
ly praifmg  him  to  the  king.  She  talked  of  him 
to  her  women,  who  were  always  fure  to  improve 
on  her  praifes;  And  thus  every  thitag  contributed 
to  pierce  her  heart  with  a  dart,  o  which  flie  did 
not  feem  to  befenfible.  She  made  feveral  prefents 
to  Zadig,  which  difcovered  a  greater  fpirit  of  gal- 
lantry than  (he  imagined.  She  intended  to  fpeak 
to  him  only  as  a  queen  fatisfied  with  his  fervices ; 
and  her  expreflions  were  fomttimes  thofe  of  a 
woman  in  love.  •  '  ■ 

Aftarte  •  was  much  more  beautiful  than  that 
Semira  who  hadfuch  a  flrong  averfion  to  one-eyed 
men,  or  that  other  woman  who  had  refolved  to  cut 
off  her  hufband's  nofe. '  Her  unreferved  familia- 
rity, her  tender  expreflions,  at  which  fhe  began  to 
blufti ;  and  her  eyes,  which,  though  0ie  endeavour- 
ed to  divert  theni  to  other  objeds,  were  alwayJj 
fixed  iipon  his,  infpired  Zadig  w^ith  a  paflion  that 
filled  him  with  aftonifliment.  'He  flruggled  hard 
to  get  the  better  of  it.  He  called  to  his  aid  the 
precepts  of  philofophy,  which  had  always  ftood 
nim  in  (lead;  but  from  thence,  though  he  coul4 
derive  the  light  of  knowledge,  he  could  procure  no 
remedy  to  cure  the  diforders  of  his  love-fick-heartl 
puty,  gratitude,  and  violated  majefty,  prefented 
themfclves  to  his  mind,  as  fo  many  avenging  gods. 
He  flruggled;  he  conquered;  but  this  vidory, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  purchafe  afrefh  every  mo- 
'  *   "      '  '  ment, 
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orient,  cofl  him  many  fighs  and  tears.  He  no 
longer  dared  to  fpeak  to  the  queen  with  that  fweet 
and  charming  familiarity  which  had  been  fo  agree- 
able to  them  both.  His  countenance  was  covered 
\vith  a  cloud.  His  converfation  was  conftrained 
and  incoherent.  His  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  ground ; 
and  when,  in  fpite  of  all  his  endeavours  to  the  con- 
trary, they  encountered  thofe  of  the  queen,  they 
found  them  bathed  in  tears,  and*  darting  arrows  of 
iiame.  They  feemed  to  fay,  We  adore  each  other, 
and  yet  are  afraid  to  love  :  we  both  burn  with  a 
fire  which  we  both  condemn. 

Zadig  left  the  royal  prefence  fall  of  perplexity 
and  defpair,  and  having  his  heart  opprefled  with  a 
burden  which  he  was  no  longer  able  to  bear.  In 
the  violence  of  his  perturbation  he  involuntarily 
betrayed  the  fecret  to  his  friend  Gador,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  a  man,  who,  having  long  fupported  the 
■fits  of  a  cruel  difeafe,  difcovers  his  pain  by  a  cry 
extorted  from  him  by  a  more  fevere  fit,  and  by  the 
'cold  fweat  that  covers  his  brow. 
'"  "  I  have  already  difcovered,  faid  Cador,  the  fen- 
timents  which  thou  wouldeit  fain  conceal  from 
thyfelf.  The  fymptqms  by  which  the  paffions  fhew 
themfelves  are  certain  and  infallible.  Judge,  my 
dear  Zadig,  fince  I  have  read  thy  heart,  whether 
the  king  will  not  difcover  fom.ething  in  it  that  may 
give  him  offence.  He  has  no  other  fault  but  that 
of  being  the  moft  jealous  man  in  the  world.  Thou 
canft  refifl  the  violence  of  thy  pafTion  with  greater 
fortitude  than  the  queen,  becaufe  thou  art  a  philo- 
fopher,  and  becaufe  thou  art  Zadig.  Aftarte  is  a 
woman:  fhe  fuifers  her  eyes  to  fpeak  v^ith  fo  much 
the  more  imprudence,  as  fhe  does  not  as  yet  think 
herfelf  guilty.  Confcious  of  her  ov/n  innocence, 
Ihe  unhappily  negleds  thofe  external  appearances 
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\vhich  are.  fo  neceflary.  I  {hall  tremble  for  her  fo 
Jong  as  fl"ie  has  nothing  wherewithal  to  reproach 
lierfelf.  Were  ye  both  of  one  mind,  ye  might 
^afily  deceive  the  whole  world.  A  growing  paf- 
fion  which  we  endeavour  to  fupprefs,  diicovers  itr 
felf  in  fpite  of  all  our  efforts  to  the  contrary  ;  but 
love,  when  gratified,  is  eafily  concealed."  Zadig 
trembled  at  the  propofal  of  betraying  the  king,  his 
benefador;  and  never  was  he  more  faithful  to  his 
prince,  than  when  guilty  of  an  involuntary  crime 
againft  him.  Meanwhile,  the  queen  mentioned 
the  name  of  Zadig  fo  frequently,  and  with  fuch  a 
blufhing  and  downcafl  look;  (he  was  fometlmes  fo 
lively,  and  fometimes  fo  perplexed,  when  fhefpoke 
to  him  in  the  king's  prefence,  and  was  feized  with 
fuch  a  deep  thoughtfulnefs  at  his  going  away,  that 
the  king  began  to  be  troubled.  He  believed  all 
that  he  faw,  and  imagined  all  that  he  did  not  fee. 
He  particularly  remarked,  that  his  wife's  (hoes 
were  blue,  and  that  Zadig's  fhoes  were  blue;  that 
his  wife's  ribbands  were  yellow;  and  that  Zadig'^ 
bonnet  was  yellow  ;  and  thefe  were  terrible  fymp- 
toms  to  a  prince  of  fo  much  delicacy.  In  his  jear 
lous  mind  fufpicions  were  turned  into  certainty. 

All  the  flaves  of  kings  and  queens  are  fo  many 
fpies  over  their  hearts.  They  foon  obferved  that 
Aftarte  was  tender,  and  that  Moabdar  was  jealous. 
The '  envious  man  perfuaded  his  wife  to  fend  the 
king  her  garter,  which  refembled  thofe  of  the 
queen  ;  and  to  complete  the  misfortune,  this  garter 
was  blue.  The  monarch  now.  thought  of  nothing 
but  in  what  manner  be  might  bed  execute  his  ven- 
geance. He  one  night  refolved  to  poifon  the  queen, 
and  in  the  morning  to  put  Zadig  to  death  by  the 
bowflring.  The  orders  were  given  to  a  mercilefs 
eunuch,  who  commonly  executed  his  acts  of  ven- 
geance* 
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j^eancd.  There  happened  at  that  time  to  be  in  the 
king's  chamber  a  little  dwarf,  who,  tho'  dumb, 
was  not  deaf.  He  was  allowed,  on  account  of  his 
ihfigmficance,  to  go  wherever  he  pleafed  ;  and,  as 
a  domeflic  animal,  was  a  witnefs  of  what  paffed  in 
the  moil:  profound  fecrecy.  This  little  mute  was 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  queen  and  Zadig.  With 
equal  horror  and  furprife  he  heard  the  cruel  orders 
given.  But  how  prevent  the  fatal  fentence  that 
in  a  few  hburs  was  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
He  could  not  write,  but  he  could  paint ;  and  ex- 
celled particularly  in  drawing  a  ftriking  refem- 
blance.  He  employed  a  part  of  the  night  in  Iketch- 
ing  out  with  his  pencil  what  he  meant  to  impart  to 
the  queen.  The  piece  reprefented  the  king  in  one 
corner,  boiling  with  rage,  and  giving  orders  to  the 
eunuch  ;  a  blue  bowftring,  and  a  bowl'  on  a  table, 
with  blue  garters  and  yellow  ribbands  ;  the  queen 
in  the  middle  of  the  picture,  expiring  in  the  arms 
of  her  woman,  and  Zadig  ftrangled  at  her  feet. 
The  horizon  reprefented  a  rifmg  fun,  to  exprefs' 
that  this  fhocking  execution  was  to  be  performed, 
in  the  morning.  As  foon  as  he  had  finifhed  the 
picture,  he  ran  to  one  of  Aflarte's  women,  awaked, 
her,  and  made  her  und'erfland  that  fhe  mult  im- 
mediately carry  it  to  the  queen. 

At  midnight  a  meflenger  knocks  at  Zadig's  door, 
awakes  him,  and  gives  him  a  note  from  the  queen. 
He  doubts  whether  it  is  not  a  dream  ;  and  opens 
the  letter  with  a  trembling  hand.  But  how  great 
was  his  furprife  I  and  who  can  exprefs  the  confter- 
nation  and  defpair  into  which  he  was  thrown  upon 
reading  thefe  words :  "  Fly,  this  inftant,  or  thou 
art  a  dead  nian.  Fly,  Zadig,  I  conjure  thee  by  our 
mutual  love  and  my  yellow  ribbands.     I  have  not 
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been  guilty,  but  I  find  that  I  mull  die  like  a 
criminal." 

Zadig  was  hardly  able  to  fpeak.  He  fent  foi 
Cador,  and,  without  uttering  a  word,  gave  him 
the  note.  Cador  forced  him  to  obey,  and  forthwith 
to  take  the  road  to  Memphis.  ''  Shouldeft  thou 
dare  (laid  he)  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  queen,  thou 
wilt  haften  her  death.  Shouldeft  thou  fpeak  tc 
the  king,  thou  wilt  infallibly  ruin  her*  I  will  take 
upon  me  the  charge  of  her  deftiny  ;  follow  thy 
own.  I  will  fpread  a  report  that  thou  haft  taken 
the  road  to  India.  I  will  foon  follow  thee,  and  in- 
form thee  of  all  that  fhall  have  pafled  in  Babylon.^' 
At  that  inftant,  Cador  caufed  two  of  the  fwiftefl 
dromedaries  to  be  brought  to  a  private  gate  of  the 
palace.  Upon  one  of  thefe  he  mounted  Zadig, 
whom  he  was  obliged  to  carry  to  the  door,  and 
who  was  ready  to  expire  with  grief.  He  was 
accompanied  by  a  fmgle  domeftic  ;  and  Cado^, 
plunged  in  forrow  and  aftoniftiment,  foon  loft  fighl 
of  his  friend. 

This  illuftrious  fugitive  arriving  on  the  fide  of  s 
hill,  from  whence  he  could  take  a  view  of  Babylon, 
turned  his  eye&  towards  the  queen*s  pa^lace,  and 
fainted  away  at  the  fight ;  nor  did  he  recover  hi? 
fenfes  but  to  ftied  a  torrent  of  tears,  and  to  wifh  foi 
death.  At  length,  after  his  thoughts  had  beer 
long  engrofTed  in  lamenting  the  unhappy  fate  q\ 
the  iovelieft  woman  and  the  greateft  queen  in  ih« 
world,  he  for  a  moment  turned  his  views  on  him. 
felf,  and  cried,  "  What  then  is  human  life  ?  C 
virtue,  how  haft  thou  ferved  me!  Two  women 
have  bafely  deceived  me ;  and  now  a  third,  who  h 
innocent,  and  more  beautiful  than  both  the  others. 
is  going  to  be  put  to  death !  Whatever  good  I  have 
done  hath  been  to  me  a  continual  fource  of  cala- 
mi tj 
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inlty  and  afflidion  ;  and  I  have  only  been  raifed 
to  the  height  of  grandeur,  to  be  tumbled  down  the 
mofl  horrid  precipice  of  misfortune."  Filled  with 
thefe  gloomy  refledlions,  his  eyes  overfpread  with 
the  veil  of  grief,  his  countenance  covered  with  the 
palenefs  of  death,  and  his  foul  plunged  in  an  abyfs 
of  the  blacked  defpair,  he  continued  his  journey  to- 
wards Egypt. 
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^  'T^ADIG  dlreded  his  courfe  by  the  (lars,  "  The 
//  ^ ^  conflellation  of  Orion,  and  the  fplendid  Dog- 
Itar,  guided  his  (leps  towards  the  pole  of  Cano- 
pasa.  He  admired  thofe  vaft  globes  of  light,  which 
appear  to  our  eyes  but  as  fo  many  little  fparks, 
while  the  earth,  which  in  reality  is  only  an  imper- 
ceptible point  in  nature,  appears  to  our  fond  ima- 
ginations as  fomething  fo  grand  and  noble.  Hq 
then  reprefented  to  himfelf  the  human  fpecies,  as  \i 
really  is,  as  a  parcel  of  infers  devouring  one  ano- 
ther on  a  little  atom  of  clay.  This  true  image 
feemed  to  annihilate  his  -misfortunes,  by  making 
him  lenfible  of  the  nothlngnefs  of  his  own  being, 
and  of  that  of  Babylon,  His  foul  launched  out 
into  infinity,  and  detached  from  the  fenfes,  contem- 
plated the  immutable  order  of  the  univerfe.  But 
when  afterwards,  returning  to  himfelf,  and  enter- 
ing into  his  own  heart,  he  confidered  that  Aflarte 
had  perhaps  died  for  him,  the  univerfe  vaniflied 
from  his  fight,  and  he  beheld  nothing  in  the  whole 
compafs  of  nature  but  Aftarte  expiring,  and  Zadig 
unhappy.  While  he  thus  alternately  gave  up  his 
mind  to  this  flux  and  reflux  of  fublime  philofophy 
Vot'.L  t  F  an^ 
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and  intolerable  grief,  he  advanced  towards  the  fron-* 
tiers  of  Egypt ;  and  his  faithful  domeftic  was 
already  in  the  firfl  village,  in  fearch  of  a  lodging. 
Meanwhile,  as  Zadig  was  walking  towards  the 
gardens  that  fkirted  the  village,  he  law,  at  a  fmalt 
diftance  from  the  highway,  a  woman  bathed  in: 
tears,  and  calling  heaven  and  earth  to  her  affift- 
ance,  and  a  man  in  a  furious  paflion,  purfuing 
her.  This  madman  had  already  overtaken  the 
woman,  who  embraced  his  knees,  notwith/landing 
which  he  loaded  her  with  blows  and  reproaches. 
Zadigjudgedby  the  frantic  behaviour  of  the  Egyp- 
tian, and  by  the  repeated  pardons  which  the  lady 
aflved  him,  that  the  one  v/as  jealous,  and  the  other 
Unfaithful.  But  when  he  furveyed  the  woman 
more  narrowly,  and  found  her  to  be  a  lady  of  ex- 
quifite  beauty,  and  even  to  have  a  ftrong  refem- 
blance  to  the  unhappy  Aftarte,  he  felt  himfelf  in- 
fpired  with  compafTion  for  her,  and  horror  towards 
the  Egyptian.  "  AfTift  me,  (cried  (he  to  Zadig 
with  the  deepefl  fighs)  deliver  me  from  the  hands 
of  the  moft  barbarous  man  in  the  world  ;  fave  my 
life."  Moved  by  thefe  pitiful  cries,  Zadig  ran  and 
threw  himfelf  between  her  and  the  barbarian.  As 
he  had  fome  knowledge  of  the  Egyptian  language, 
he  addrelTed  him  in  that  tongue :  "  If  (faid  he)' 
thou  haft  any  humanity,  1  conjure  thee  to  pay  fome 
regard  to  her  beauty  and  weaknefs.  How  canll: 
thou  behave  in  this  outrageous  manner  to  one  of 
the  mafter-pieces  of  nature,  who  lies  at  thy  feet, 
and  has  no  defence  but  her  tears  ?  *'  Ah,  ah  !  (re- 
plied the  madman)  thou  art  likewife  in  love  with 
her  ;  I  muft  be  revenged  on  thee  too.**  So  faying, 
he  left  the  lady,  whom  he  had  hitherto  held  with' 
his  hand  twifted  in  her  hair,  and  taking  his  lance, 
attempted  •  to  ftab  the  ftranger.     Zadig,  who  was 
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In  cold  blood,  eafily  eluded  the  blow  aimed  by  the 
frantic  Egyptian.     He  feized  the  lance  near  the  iron 
with  which  it  was  armed.     The  Egyptian  drove  to 
draw  it  back;  Zadig  to  wreft  it  from  the  Egyptian  ; 
and  in  the   ftruggle  it  was  broke  in  two.     The 
Egyptian  draws  his  fword ;    Zadig  does  the  fame. 
They  attack  each  other.     The  former  gives  a  hun- 
dred blows  at  random  ;  the  latter  wards  them  off 
with  great  dexterity.     The  lady,  feated  on  a  turf, 
re-adjufts  her  head-drefs,  and  looks  at  the  comba- 
tants.    The  Egyptian  excelled  in  ftrength  ;  Zadig 
in  addrefs.     The  one  fought  like  a  man  whofe  arm 
was  direded  by  his  judgment;  the  other  like  a  mad- 
man, whofe  blind  rage  made  him  deal  his  blows 
at  random.     Zadig  clofes  with  him,  and  difarms 
him  ;  and  while  the  Egyptian,  now  become  more 
furious,  endeavours  to  throw  himfelf  upon  him,  he 
feizes  him,  prefl'es  him  clofe,  and  throws  him  down; 
and  then  holding  his  fword  to  his  breaft,  offers 
him   his  life.     The  Egyptian,  frantic  with  rage, 
•draws  his  poniard,  and  wounds  Zadig  at  the  very 
inftant  that  the  conqueror  was  granting  a  pardon. 
Zadig,  provoked  at  fuch  a  brutal  behaviour,  plung- 
ed his  fword  in  the  bofom  of  the  Egyptian,  who 
giving  a  horrible  fhriek  and  a  violent  Itruggle,   in- 
ftantly  expired.     Zadig  then  approached  the  lady, 
and  faid  to  her  with  a  gentle  tone,  "  He  hath  for- 
ced me  to  kill  him  ;  1  have   avenged  thy  caufe ; 
thou  art  now  deHvered  from  the  moft  violent  man 
1  ever   faw  ;  what  further,  madam,  woujdeft  thou 
have  me  to  do  for  thee  ?"  "  Die,   villain,  (replied 
fhe)  die ;    thou    haft  killed   my   lover ;    O   that 
I   were   able   to  tear   out   thy  heart!"     "  AVhy 
truly,  madam,  (faid  Zadig)  thou  hadft  a  ftrange 
kind  of  a  man  for  a  lover  ;   he   beat  thee  with 
all   his    mighty  and  would  have  killed  me,  be- 
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caufe  thou  had  ft  entreated  me  to  give  thee  aflift" 
ance.*'  "  I  wifli  he  were  beating  me  ftill,  (re" 
plied  the  lady,  with  tears  and  lamentation ;)  1  well 
deferved  it ;  for  I  had  given  liim  caufe  to  be  jea- 
lous. Would  to  heaven  that  he  was  now  beating 
me,  and  that  thou  waft  in  his  place."  Zadig,  ftruck 
with  furprife,  and  inflamed  with  a  higher  degree  of 
refentment  than  he'  had  ever  felt  before,  faid^ 
*'  Beautiful  as  thou  art,  madam,  thou  deferveft 
that  I  fhould  beat  thee  in  my  turn  for  thy  pervcrfe 
and  impertinent  behaviour  ;  but  I  (hall  not  give  my- 
fclf  the  trouble."  So  faying,  he  remounted  his 
camel,  and  advanced  towards  the  town.  He  had 
proceeded  but  a  few  fteps,  when  he  turned  back  at 
the  noife  of  four  Babylonian  couriers,  who  came 
riding  at  full  gallop.  One  of  them,  upon  feeing 
the  woman,  cried,  "  It  is  the  very  fame ;  (he  rc- 
fembles  the  defcription  that  was  given  us."  They 
gave  themfelves  no  concern  about  the  dead  Egyptian, 
but  inftantly  feized  the  lady.  She  called  out  to 
Zadig  ;  "  Help  me  once  more,  generous  ftranger ; 
I  afk  pardon  for  having  complained  of  thy  condud  ; 
deliver  me  again,  and  I  will  be  thine  for  ever." 
Zadig  was  no  longer  in  the  humour  of  fighting 
for  her.  **  Apply  to  another,  (faid  he)  thou  ftialt  not 
again  enfnare  me  by  thy  wiles."  Befides,  he  was 
wounded  ;  his  blood  was  ftill  flowing,  and  he  him- 
felf  had  need  of  afllftance  :  and  the  fight  of  four 
Babylonians,  probably  fent  by  king  Moabdar,  filled 
him  with  apprehenfion.  He  therefore  haftened 
toward  the  village;  unable  to  comprehend  why 
four  Babylonian  couriers  fliould  come  to  feize  this 
Egyptian  woman,  but  ftill  more  aftoniflied  at  the 
Iady*s  behaviour. 

SLAVERY 
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A  S  he  entered  the  Egyptian  village,  he  law  him- 
felf  furrounded  by  the  people.  Every  one 
faid,  "  This  is  the  man  that  carried  off  the  beau- 
tiful MilTouf,  and  aflaflinated  Clitofis."  "  Gentle- 
men, (faid  he)  God  preferve  me  from  carrying  off 
your  beautiful  Miflbuf ;  fhe  is  too  capricious  for 
me  :  and  whh  regard  to  Clitcfis,  I  did  not  aiTafli- 
nate  him  ;  I  only  fought  with  him  in  my  own  de- 
fence. He  endeavoured  to  kill  me,  becaufe  1  hum- 
bly interceded  for  the  beautiful  Miflbuf,  whom  he 
beat  moft  unmercifully.  I  am  a  ftranger,  come 
to  feek  refuge  in  Egypt ;  and  it  is  not  likely,  that 
in  coming  to  implore  your  protection,  I  fliould 
begin  by  carrying  off  a  woman,  and  airaflinating 
a  man.'* 

The  Egyptians  were  then  jufi:  and  humane. 
The  people  conducted  Zadig  to  the  town-houfe. 
They  firft  of  all  ordered  his  wound  to  be  dreifed, 
and  then  examined  him  and  his  feivant  apart,  in 
order  to  difcover  the  truth.  They  found  that  Za- 
dig was  not  an  afTaffin  ;  but  as  he  was  guilty  of 
having  killed  a  man,  the  law  condemned  him  to 
be  a  llave.  His  two  camels  were  fold  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  town :  all  the  gold  he  had  brought 
with  him  was  diftributed  among  the  inhabitants;  and 
his  perfon,  as  well  as  that  of  the  companion  of  his 
journey,  was  expofed  to  fale  in  the  market-place. 
An  Arabian  merchant,  named  Setoc,  made  the 
purchafe  ;  but  as  the  fervant  was  htter  for  labour 
than  the  mafter,  he  was  fold  at  a  higher  price. 
There  was  no  compariibn  between  the  two  men. 
Thus  Zadig  became  a  Have  fubordinate  to  his  own 
fervant.  They  were  linked  together  by  a  chain 
faflened  to  their  feet,  and   in  this  condition  they 
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followed  the  Arabian  merchant  to  his  houfe.  By 
the  way  Zadig  comforted  his  fervant,  and  exhorted 
him  to  patience ;  but  he  could  not  help  making, 
according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  fome  reflexions  on 
human  life.  *'  1  fee  (faid  he)  that  the  unhappi-. 
nefs  of  my  fate  hath  an  influence  on  thine.  Hi- 
therto every  thing  has  turned  out  to  me  in  a  moll 
unaccottntable  manner.  I  have  been  condemned 
to  pay  a  fine  for  having  feen  the  marks  of  a 
bitch's  feet.  I  thought  that  I  fliould  once  have 
been  empaled  on  account  of  a  griflin.  I  have  been 
fent  to  execution  for  having  made  fome  verfes  In 
praifc  of  the  king.  I  have  been  upon  the  point  of 
being  ftrangled,  becaufethe  queen  had  yellow  rib- 
bands ;  and  now  I  am  a  flave  with  thee,  becaufe 
a  brutal  wretch  beat  his  miflrefe.  Come,  let  us 
keep  a  good  heart ;  all  this  perhaps  will  have  an 
end.  The  Arabian  merchants  mufl:  neceflTarily  have 
flaves ;  and  why  not  me  as  well  as  another,  fmce,  as 
w'ell  as  another,  I  am  a  man?  This  merchant  will 
not  be  cruel ;  he  mud  treat  his  flaves  well,  if  he 
cxpecls  any  advantage  from  them.'*  But  while  he 
fpoke  thus,  his  heart  was  entirely  engroflTed  by  the 
fate  of  the  queen  of  Babylon. 

Two  days  after,  the  merchant  Sctoc  fet  out  for 
Arabia  Deferta,  with  his  flaves  and  his  camels. 
His  tribe  dwelt  near  the  defart  of  Oreb.  The  jour- 
ney was  long  and  painful.  Setoc  fet  a  much  greater 
value  on  the  fervant  than  the  mafter,  becaufe  the 
former  was  more  expert  in  loading  the  camels  ;  and 
all  the  little  marks  of  difl:inci:ion  were  fhewn  to 
him.  A  camel  having  died  within  two  days  journey 
of  Oreb^  his  burden  was  divided  and  laid  on  the 
backs  of  the  fervants ;  and  Zadig  had  his  fliare 
among  the  refl:.  Setoc  laughed  to  fee  all  his  flaves 
>valking  with  their  bodies  inclined.     Zadig  took 
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the  liberty  to  explain  to  him  the  caufe,  and  inform 
him  of  the  laws  of  the  balance.  The  merchant  was 
aftoniihed,  and  began  to  regard  him  with  other  eyes. 
Zadig,  finding  he  had  raifed  his  curiofity,  encreaf- 
ed  it  ftill  further  by  acquainting  him  with  many 
things  that  related  to  commerce  ;  the  fpecific  gravity 
of  metals  and  commodities  under  an  equal  bulk  > 
the  properties  of  feveral  ufeful  animals ;  and  the 
means  of  rendering  thofe  ufeful  that  are  not  natu- 
rally fo.  At  lafl  Setoc  began  to  confider  Zadig  as 
a  fage,  and  preferred  him  to  his  companion,  whom 
he  had  formerly  fo  much  efteemed.  He  treated 
him  well,  and  had  no  caufe  to  repent  of  his  kind- 
nefs. 

As  foon  as  Setoc  arrived  among  his  own  tribe, 
he  demanded  the  payment  of  five  hundred  ounces 
of  filver,  which  he  had  lent  to  a  Jew  in  prefence  of 
two  witnefTes ;  but  as  the  witneffes  were  dead,  and 
the  debt  could  not  be  proved,  the  Hebrew  appro- 
priated the  merchant's  money  to  himfelf,  and  pioully 
thanked  God  for  putting  it  in  his  power  to  cheat 
an  Arabian.  Setoc  imparted  this  troublefome  af- 
fair to  Zadig,  who  was  now  become  his  counfel. 
"  In  what  place  (faid  Zadig)  didft  thou  lend  the 
five  hundred  ounces  to  this  infidel  ?**  "  Upon  a 
large  ftone,  (replied  the  merchant)  that  lies  near 
mount  Oreb."  "  What  is  the  charader  of  thy 
debtor  ?"  faid  Zadig.  "  That  of  a  knave,"  re- 
turned Setoc.  '*  But  I  afk  thee,  whether  he  is  live- 
Yy  or  phlegmatic  ;  cautious  or  imprudent  ?"  "  He 
is,  of  all  bad  prayers,  (faid  Setoc)  the  mofl  lively 
fellow  I  ever  knew.'*  *'  Well,  (refumed  Zadig)  al- 
low me  to  plead  thy  caufe.*'  In  effed,  Zadig  hav- 
ing fummoned  the  Jew  to  the  tribunal,  addrefled 
the  judge  in  the  following  terms  :  "  Pillow  of  the 
throne  of  equity^  I  come  to  demand  of  this  man^ 
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in  the  name  of  my  mafter,  five  hundred  ounces  of 
filver,  which  he  refufes  to  repay."  *'  Haft  thou  any 
witnefles  ?"  faid  the  jinige.  "  No,  they  are  dead  ; 
but  there  remains  a  large  ftone  upon  which  the 
money  was  counted  ;  and  if  it  pleafe  thy  grandeur 
to  order  the  flonc  to  be  fought  for,  1  hope  that  it 
will  bear  witnefs.  The  Hebrew  and  1  will  tarry 
here  till  the  ftone  arrives :  I  will  fend  for  it  at  my 
mafter*s  expence.**  "  With  all  my  heart,"  replied 
the  judge,  and  immediately  appHed  himfelf  to  the 
difcuftion  of  other  affairs. 

When  the  court  was  going  to  break  up,  the 
judge  faid  to  Zadig,  "  Well,  friend,  is  not  thy 
ftone  come  yet  r"  The  Hebrew  replied  with  a 
fmile,  *'  Thy  grandeur  may  ftay  here  till  the  mor- 
row, and  aher  all  not  fee  the  ftone.  It  is  more 
than  fix  miles  from  hence ;  and  it  would  require 
fifteen  men  to  move  it."  "  Well,  (cried  Zadig) 
did  not  I  fay  that  the  ftone  would  bear  witnefs  ? 
fince  this  man  knows  where  it  is,  he  thereby  con- 
felfes  that  it  was  upon  it  that  the  money  was  count- 
ed." The  Hebrew  was  difconcerted,  and  was  foon 
after  obliged  to  confefs  the  truth.  The  judge  or- 
dered him  to  be  faftened  to  the  ftone,  without  meat 
or  drink,  till  he  fhould  reftore  the  five  hundred 
ounces,  which  were  loon  after  paid. 

The  (lave  Zadig  and  the  ftone  were  held  in  great 
repute  in  Arabia. 
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SETOC,  charmed  with  the  happy  ifliie  of  this 
affair,  made  his  flavc  his  intimate  friend.     He 
had  now  conceived  as  great  an  cfteem  for  him  as 
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<?ver  the  king  of  Babylon  had  dor.e  ;  and  Zadig 
was  glad  that  Setoc  had  no  wife. '  He  difcoverea 
ia  his  mafter  a  good  natural  dir!:)orition,  much  pro- 
bity ol  heart,  and  a  great  fharc  of  good  fenfe  ;  but 
he  was  forty  to  fee,  that,  according  to  the  ancient 
cuftoni  of  Arabia,  he  adored  the  hoft  of  heaven  ; 
that  is,  the  fun,  moon,  and  ibirs.  He  fometinies 
fpoke  to  him  on  this  fubjeQ:  with  great  prudence 
and  difcretion.  At  lad  he  told  him  that  thefe  bo- 
dies were  like  all  other  bodies  in  the  unlVerfe,  and 
no  more  deferving  of  our  homage  than  a  tree  or  a 
rock.  "  Bu!:  (faid  Setoc,)  they  are  eternal  beings  ; 
and  it  is  from  them  we  derive  all  we  enjoy.  They 
animate  nature ;  they  regulate  the  feafons ;  and, 
befides,  are  removed  at  fuch  an  immenfe  diftance 
from  us,  that  we  cannot  help  revering  them." — 
*'  Thou  received  more  advantage  (replied  Zadig,) 
from  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  carry  thy 
merchandize  to  the  Indies.  Why  may  not  it  be 
as  ancient  as  the  (lars  ?  and  if  thou  adored  what 
is  placed  at  a  diilance  Irom  thee,  thou  oughted  to 
adore  tlie  land  of  the  Gangarides,  which  lies  at  the 
extremity  of  the  earth."  "  No  (faid  Setoc,)  the 
brightnefs  of  the  dars  commands  my  adoration" 

At  ni,o;ht  Zadig  lighted  up  a  great  number  of 
candles  in  the  tent  where  he  v/as  to  fup  v/ith  Se- 
toc/; and  the  moment  his  patron  appeared,  he  fell 
on  his  kneus  before  thefe  lighted  tapers,  and  faid, 
"  I'^ternal  and  fliining  luminaries  i  be  ye  always 
propitious  to  me."  Having  thus  faid,  he  fat  down 
at  the  table,  without  taking  the  lead  notice  of  Se- 
toc. "  What  art  thou  doing  ?''  faid  Setoc  to  him 
in  amaze.  "  1  a6l  like  thee  (replied  Zadig,)  I  a- 
dore  thefe  candles,  and  negleft  their  mader  and 
mine."  Setoc  comprehended  the  profound  fenfe 
of  this  apologue.    The  wifdom  of  his  Have  funk 
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deep  into  his  foul ;  he  no  longer  offered  inccnfe  f 
the  creatures,  but  adored  the  eternal  Being  who 
made  them. 

There  prevailed  at  that  time  in  Arabia  a  ihock^ 
ing  cuflom,  fprung  originally  from  Scythia,  and 
which,  being  eflablifhed  in  the  Indies  by  the  credit 
of  the  Brachmans,  threatened  to  over-run  all  the 
Eaft.  When  a  married  man  died,  and  his  beloved 
wife  afpired  to  the  charader  of  a  faint,  fhe  burned 
herfelf  publickly  on  the  body  of  her  hu(band.  This 
was  a  folemn  feaft,  and  was  called  the  Funeral  Pile 
of  Widowhood  ;  and  that  tribe  in  which  mod  wo- 
men had  been  burned  was  the  mofl  refpected. — 
An  Arabian  of  Setoc's  tribe  being  dead,  his  wi- 
dow, whofe  name  was  Almona,  and  who  was  very 
devout,  publiflied  the  day  and  hour  when  ihe  in- 
tended to  throw  herfelf  into  the  fire,  amidfl  the 
found  of  drums  and  trumpets.  Zadig  remonftrat- 
ed  againfl  this  horrible  cuflom ;  he  fhewed  Secoc 
how  inconfiftent  it  was  with  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind to  fufFer  young  widows  to  burn  themfelves 
every  other  day,  widows  who  were  capable  of  giv- 
ing children  to  the  ftate,  or  at  Icafl  of  educating 
thofe  they  already  had  ;  and  he  convinced  him 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  all  that  lay  in  his  power 
to  abolilh  fuch  a  barbarous  pradice.  "  The  wo- 
men (laid  Setoc,)  have  poflefied  the  right  of  burn- 
ing themfelves  for  more  than  a  thoufand  years  ; 
and  who  fhall  dare  to  abrogate  a  law  which  time 
hath  rendered  facred  ?  Is  there  any  thing  more  re- 
fpedable  than  ancient  abufes  ?"  "  Reafon  is  more 
ancient  (replied  Zadig ;)  meanwhile,  fpeak  thou 
to  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes,  and  I  will  go  to  wait  on 
the  young  widow." 

Accordingly  he  was  introduced  to  her;  and, 
gfter  baving  iiifmu^te4  himfelf  into  her  good  graces 

bv 
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by  fonifi  compliments  on  her  beauty,  and  told  her 
what  a  pity  it  was  to  commit  fo  many  charms  to 
the  flames,  he  at  laft  praifed  her  for  her  conftancy 
and  courage*  "  Thou  mud  furely  have  loved  thy 
hufband  (faid  he  to  her,)  with  the  moll  paffionate 
fondnefs."  "  Who,  I  ?  (replied  the  lady,)  1  loved 
him  not  at  all.  He  was  a  brutal,  jealous,  infup- 
portable  wretch  ;  but  I  am  firmly  refolved  to 
throvv  myfelf  on  his  funeral  pile."  "  It  would  ap- 
pear then  (faid  Zadig^)  that  there  muft  be  a  very 
delicious  pleafure  in  being  burnt  alive."  "  Oh  !  it 
makes  nature  fliudder  (replied  the  lady,)  but  that 
muff  be  overlooked.  I  am  a  devotee ;  I  fhould 
lofe  my  reputation  ;  and  all  the  world  would  de* 
fplfe  me,  if  I  did  not  burn  myfelf."  Zadig  having 
made  her  acknowledge  that  (lie  burned  herfelf  to 
gain  the  good  opinion  of  others,  and  to  gratify  her 
own  vanity,  entertained  her  with  a  long  difcourfe, 
calculated  to  make  her  a  little  in  love  with  life,  and 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  infpire  her  with  fome  degree 
of  good  will  for  the  perfon  who  fpoke  to  her. — 
*'  And  what  wilt  thou  do  at  lad  (faid  he,)  if  the 
Vanity  of  burning  thyfelf  fhould  not  continue  ?" 
^  Alas !  (faid  the  lady,)  I  believe  I  fhould  defire 
thee  to  marry  me.** 

Zadig*s  mind  was  too  much  engrolTed  with  the 
idea  of  Allarte  not  to  elude  this  declaration  ;  but 
he  inilantly  went  to  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes,  told 
them  what  had  pafled,  and  advifed  them  to  make 
a  law,  by  which  a  widow  fhould  not  be  permitted 
to  burn  herfelf,  till  fhe  had  converfed  privately 
with  a  young  man  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour.  Since 
that  time  not  a  fmgle  woman  hath  burned  herfelf 
in  Arabia.  They  were  indebted  to  Zadig  alone  for 
dejflroylng  in  c^re  day  a  cruel  cullom,  that  had 
G  2  laded 
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lafledfor  fo  many  ages;  and  thus  he  became  the 
benefador  of  Arabia. 
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SETOC,  who  could  no't  fep:lratehimfelf  from  thus 
man,  in  v/hom  dwelt  v/ifdom,  carried  him  to  the. 
great  fair  of  Balzora,  whither  the  ridiefl  merchants 
in  the  earth  referred.  Zadig  was  highly  pleafed  to 
fee  fo  many  men  of  diflei-cnt  countries  united  in 
the  fame  place.'  Ke  confidered  the  whole  univerfe 
as  one  large  f^imlly  aiTemblecl  at  Balzora.  llie  fe- 
cond  day  he  fat  at  table  with  vsn  E,c;yptian,  an  In- 
dian, an  inhabitant  of  Cathay,  a  Greek,  a  Celtic, 
and  feveral  other  firangers,  who,  in  their  frequent 
voyages  to  the  Arabian  gulph,had  learned  enough 
cff  the  Aral^ic  to  make  them.feives  underftood.— — 
The  Egyptian  leemed  to  be  in  a  violent  paflion., 
''  What  an  abominable  country  is  Balzora!  (find, 
he,)  they"  Ttfufe  me  a  thoufan^l  ounces  of  •  nold  on 
the  befl  IVcurity  in  the  vVorld."  "  How !  (faiij  Setoc,) 
on  what  fecurlty  have  they  refufed  thee  this  fum  .?** 
•''  On  tiTeb6dy  of  my  aunt  (replied  the  Egyptian,) 
file  was  the  moft  notable  woman  in  t-gypt ;  ifhe  al- 
ways accompanied  me  in  my  journics ;  flie  died' on ; 
the  road!  I  haVe  converted  her  into  one  of  the  fin- 
cd  mummies  In  the  world  ;  and,  in  my  own  coun- 
try, I  could  have  as  much  asl  plcafe,  by  giving  her 
as  a  pledge.  It  is  very  flrange  that  they  will  not 
liere  lend  me  fo  much  as  a  thoufand  ounces  of 
gold  on  i\ic]\  a,folid  fecurity."  Angry  Jis  he  was, 
he  was  going  to  help  himfclf  to  a  bit  of  excellent 
boiled  fowl,  when  the  Indian,  taking  him  by  the 
1i?nd,  cried  out  In  a  forrowful  tone,   **  Ah  !  what 

art 
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xrt  thou  going  to  do  r"  "  To  eat  a  bit  of  this  fowl," 
replied  the  man  who  owned  the  mummy.  "  Take 
care  that  thou  doell  not,  (replied  the  Indian.)  Ic 
is  pofTible  that  the  foul  of  the  dec^afed  may  havG 
paiTcd  into  this  fowl,  and  thou  wouidd  not,  furely., 
cxpofe  thyfelf  tothe  danger  oF  eathig  thy  aunt*? 
To  boil  fowls  is  a  manifell  outrage  on  nature."-— 
*'  What  doH  thou  mean  by  thy  nature  and  thy 
fowls  ?  (replied  th-:;  choleric  Egyptian.)  We  a^ 
dore  a  bull,  and  yet  we  eat  heartily  of  beef." 
"  You  adore  a  bull !  is  it  poffible  ?"  faid  the  man 
of  Ganges.  "  Nothing  is  more  poilible,  (returned 
the  other  ;)  wc  have  done  fo  for  thefe  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thoufand  years  ;  and  no  body  amongft 
us  has  ever  found  fault  with  it."  A  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thoufand  years !  (faid  the  Indian.)  This 
account  is  a  little  exaggerated  ;  it  is  but  eighty 
thoufand  years  fmce  India  was  firfl  peopled,  and- 
T^re  are'  fureiy  more  ancient  than  you  :  Bramaf  pro- 
hibited our  eating  of  ox-fleih  before  you  thought 
of  putting  it  onyour  fpits  or  altars.*"  .*'  ThisBranm 
of  your's  (faid  the  Egyptian,)  is  a  pl^eafant  fort  of 
an  animal  truly  to  compsre  with  our  Apis  ;  what 
great  things  hath  your  Brama  performed  ?"  "  It 
was  he  (repHed  the  Bramin,)  that  taught  mankind 
to  read  and  write,  and  to  whom  the  world  is  in- 
debted for  the  game  of  chefs."  "  Thou  art  miff  ar 
ken  (faid  a  Chaldean  who  fat  near  him.)  it  is  to  the 

fifn 


*  Many  carts  or  tribes  of  Indians,  efpeclally  the  Bramin<, 
believe  in  the  mctempfychofis,  or  tranfmigration  of  fouls. 

;  t  Brama,  or  Brahma,  i?  onir  f^*"  ■ ''^  v.-inr^-^^?  r^r^;»r  rf  ■?- 
Tcnqninefe, 
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fifli  Oanncs*  that  we  owe  thefe  great  advantages; 
and  it  is  juft  that  we  fhouid  render  homage  to  none 
but  him.  All  the  world  will  tell  thee,  that  he  is  a 
divine  being,  with  a  golden  tail  and  a  beautiful 
human  head,  and  that  for  three  hours  every  day  he 
left  the  water  to  preach  on  dry  land.  He  had  fe- 
veral  children  Vv^ho  were  kings,  as  every  one  knows* 
I  have  a  pidure  of  him  at  home,  which  I  worlhlp 
with  becoming  reverence.  We  may  eat  as  much 
beef  as  we  pleafe  ;  but  it  is  furely  a  great  fm  to 
drefs  fifh  for  the  table.  Befides,  you  are  both  of 
an  origin  too  recent  and  ignoble  to  difpute  with 
me.  The  Egyptians  reckon  only  a  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thoufand  years,  and  the  Indians  but 
eighty  thoufand,  while  we  have  almanacks  of  four 
thoufand  ages.  Believe  me  ;  renounce  your  follies  ; 
and  I  will  give  to  each  of  you  a  beautiful  picture 
of  Oannes." 

The  man  of  Cathay  took  up  the  difcourfe,  and 
faid  ;  "  I  have  a  great  refpedt  for  the  Eg-yptians, 
the  Chaldeans,  the  Greeks,  the  Celtics,  Brama, 
the  bull  Apis,  and  the  beautiful  fifh  Cannes ;  but 
I  could  think  that  Li,  or  Tienf,  as  he  is  common* 


*  Berofus,  in  his  account  of  the  Babylonian  anti<jakies,  fays^ 
that  in  the  beginning  of"  the  Chaldean  empire,  an  animal  called 
Cannes  came  out  of  the  Red  Sea.  He  had  the  body  of  a  fi/h, 
with  the  head  and  feet  of  a  ni;in.  He  converfed  with  the  peo- 
ple, and  imparted  to  them  the  knowledge  of  letters,  arts,  and 
fciences.  He  taught  them  to  form  focietics,  build  cities,  ereft 
temples,  rrveafure  and  cultivate  lands  ;  in  a  word,  civilized  the 
whole  nation.  However,  he  neither  ate  nor  drank  with  them, 
and  at  fun-fet  always  retired  into  the  fea.  The  fable  probably 
alludes  to  feme  ftran^;ers  who  arrived  on  the  coaft  in  a  fhip,  and 
took  fomc  pains  to  hun-anize  the  barbarous  inhabitants. 

t  Chincfe  words.  The  firft  properly  fignifics  Natural  L'gh% 
•r  Reafon  ;  and  the  laU  Heaven,  or  God. 


The  S  u  p  p  s  R.  ^^ 

\y  called,  is  fuperior  to  all  the  bulls  in  the  earth, 
and  all  the  fifh  in  the  fea.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of 
my  native  country  ;  it  is  as  large  as  Kgypt,  Chal- 
dea,  and  the  Indies,  put  together.  Neither  (hall  I 
dilpute  about  the  antiquity  of"  our  nation  ;  becaufc 
it  is  of  little  confequence  whether  we  are  ancie^^t 
or  not ;  it  is  enough  if  we  are  happy ;  but,  were  it 
neceflary  to  fpeak  of  almanacks,  1  could  fay  that 
all  Afia  takes  ours,  and  that  we  had  very  good 
ones  before  Arithmetic  was  knov/n  in  Chaldea." 

"Ignorant  men,  as  ye  all  are,  (faid  the 
Greek  5)  do  you  not  know  that  Chaos  is  the  father 
of  all ;  and  that  form  and  matter  have  put  the 
world  into  its  prefent  condition?"  The  Greek 
fpoke  for  a  long  time,  but  was  at  lafl  interrupted 
by  the  Celtic,  who,  having  drank  pretty  deeply 
while  the  reft  were  difputing,  imagined  he  was  now 
more  knowing  than  all  the  others,  and  faid  with  an 
oath,  that  there  were  none  but  Tcutat  *  and  the 
mifletoe  of  the  oak  that  were  worth  the  trouble  of 
a  difpute ;  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  always 
fome  mifletoe  in  his  pocket;  and  that  the  Scythians, 
his  anccftors,  were  the  only  men  of  merit  that  had 
ever  appeared  in  the  world  ;  that  it  was  true  they 
had  fometimes  ate  human  fleil-i,  but  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  circumftance,  his  nation  deferved  to 
be  held  in  great  efteem  ;  and  that,  in  fine,  if  any 
one  fpoke  ill  of  Teutat,  he  would  teach  him  better 
manners.     The  quarrel  was  now  become  warm  ; 

and 


*  Teutat  is  the  fame  with  Mercury.  Tcuf,  in  the  Celtic 
hnguage,  fignifies  People,  and  tai  a  Father.  The  word  Mer- 
cury, according  to  Pezron,  comes  from  ihe  GauIiHi  words 
7/iifrcs  and  urj  the  firft  importing  Merchandize;  the  other  figni- 
fying  a  Man ;  verv  little  different  from  the  Latin  words  p.'.t-^ 
?ad  vir. 
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and  Se(oc  faw  the  table  read)^  to  be  flalncd  with 
blood.     Zadig,  who  had   been  filcnt   during  the 
whole  difpulc,   arofe  at  laft.     He  firfl   addreffed 
Limfelf   to  the  Celtic,  as    the    moft    furious    of 
ail  the  difputants  ;  he  told  him  that  he  had  reafon 
on  his  fide,  and  bec^ged  a  few  miiletoes.     He  then 
praifed  the  Greek  for  his  eloquence ;  and  Ibttcned 
ail  their  exafperated  fpirits.     He  faid  but  little  to 
the  man  of  Cathay,  becaufe  he  had  been  the  moll 
Teafonable  of  them  all.     At  lafl  he  faid ;  "  Yo« 
t^'ere  going,  my  friends,  to  quarrel  about  nothing ; 
for  you  are  all  of  one  mind.'*     At  this  word  they 
all  cried  out  together.     "  Is  it  not  true  (faid  he  to 
the  Celtic)  that  you  adore  not  this  mifletoe,  but 
him   tliat  made  both  the  mifletoe  and  the  oak  ?'* 
''  Moft  undoubtedly,"  replied  the  Celtic.     "  And 
thou,  Mv  Egyptian,  dofl  not  thou  revere,  in  a  cer- 
tain bull,  him  who  gave  the  bulls  r"  "  Yes,"  faid 
the:^*Egypiian.    "  The  fiih  Cannes  (continued  he,) 
Tiiud  yield  to  him  who  made  the  fea  and  the  fifhes. 
The  Indian  and  the  Cathaian  (added  he,)  acknow- 
ledge, like  you,  a  lird  principle.     I  did  not  fully 
cempichend  the  admirable  things  that  v/ere  faid  by 
the  Greek  ;  but  1  am  fare  he  will  admit  a  fuperior 
being,  on  whom  form  and  matter  depend."    'I'he 
Greek,  whom  they  all  admired,  faid  that  Zadig  had 
exa£lly  taken  his  meaning.     "  You  are  all  then 
(replied  Zadig,)  of  one  opinion,  and  have  no  caufe 
10  quarrel."     AH  tlie  company   embraced   him. 
Scioc,  after  having  fold  his  commodities  at  a  very 
hi^h    price,   returned  to  his  own  tribe  with  his 
IVlcud  Zadig ;  who  learned,  upon  his  arrival,  that 
he  had  been  tried  in  Ills  abfcnce,  and  was  now  go- 
i^g  to  be  burned  by  a  (low  fire. 
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DURING  his  journey  to  Balzora,  the  priefls 
of  the  flars  had  refolved  to  pianifh  him.  The 
precious  ftones  and  ornaments  of  the  young  widows 
whom  they  fent  to  the  funeral  pile  belonged  to 
^them  of  right ;  and  the  leaft  they  could  now  do, 
was  to  burn  Zadig  for  the  ill  office  he  had  done 
them.  Accordingly  they  accufed  him  of  entertaining 
erroneous  fentiments  of  the  heavenly  hoft.  They 
<iepofed  againfl  him,  and  fwore,  that  they  had 
heard  him  fay  that  the  (lars  did  not  fee  in  the  fea. 
This  horrid  blafphemy  made  the  judges  tremble; 
they  were  ready  to  tear  their  garments  upon  hear- 
ing thefe  impious  words ;  and  they  would  certainly 
have  tore  them,  had  Zadig  had  wherewithal  to 
pay  them  for  new  ones.  But,  in  the  excefs  of  their 
zeal  and  indignation,  they  contented  themfelves 
with  condemning  him  to  be  burnt  by  a  fiow  fire. 
Setoc,  filled  with  defpair  at  this  unhappy  event, 
employed  all  his  intered  to  fave  his  friend,  bui  in 
vain  ;  he  was  foon  obliged  to  hold  his  peace.  The 
young  widow  Almona,  who  had  now  conceived  a 
great  fondnefs  for  life,  for  which  fhe  was  obliged 
to  Zadig,  refolved  to  deliver  him  from  the  funeral 
pile,  of  the  abufe  of  which  he  had  fully  convinced 
her.  She  revolved  the  fcheme  in  her  own  mind, 
without  imparting  it  to  any  perfon  whatever.  Za- 
•dig  was  to  be  executed  the  next  day :  if  fhe  could 
fave  him  at  all,  fhe  mufl  do  it  that  very  night ;  and 
the  method  taken  by  this  charitable  and  prudent 
lady  was  as  follows  : 

She  perfumed  herfelf ;  fhe  heightened  her  beauty 
h\  the  richeft  and  gayefl  apparel,  and  went  to 
demand  a  private  audience  of  the  chief  priefl  of  the 

Vol.  I.  t  H  flars,. 
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ftars.  As  foon  as  ihe  was  introduced  to  the  vene-  « 
rable  old  man,  ihe  addrefled  him  in  thefe  terms  :- 
*'  Eldefl:  fon  of  the  great  bear;  brother  of  the  bull ; 
and  coufin  of  the  great  dog,  (fuch  were  the  titles 
of  this  pontiff,)  I  come  to  acquaint  thee  with  my 
fcruples.  I  am  much  afraid  that  I  have  committed 
a  heinous  crime  in  not  burning  myfelf  on  the  fune- 
ral pile  of  my  dear  huiband ;  for,  indeed,  what  had  I 
worth  preferving  ?  perifhable  fiefh,  thou  feeft,  that 
is  already  entirely  withered/'  So  faying,  fhe  drew 
up  her  long  fleeves  of  filk,  and  fhewed  her  naked 
arms,  which  were  of  an  elegant  fhape  and  a  daz- 
zling whitenefs,  '^  Thou  feeft  (faid  fhe,)  that  thefe 
are  little  worth."  The  prieft  found  in  his  heart 
that  they  were  worth  a  great  deal ;  his  eyes  faid  fo, 
and  his  mouth  confirmed  it ;  he  fwore  that  he  had 
never  in  his  life  fcen  fuch  beautiful  arms,  '*  Alas  ! 
(faid  the  witlow,)my  arms,  perhaps,  are  not  fo  bad 
as  the  reft ;  but  thou  wilt  confefs  that  my  neck  is 
not  worthy  of  the  leaft  regard."  She  then  difcover- 
ed  the  moft  charming  bofpm  that  nature  had  ever 
formed.  Compared  to  it,  a  rofe-bud  on  an  apple 
of  ivory  would  have  appeared  like  madder  on  the 
box-tree,  and  the  whitenefs  of  new-wafhed  lambs 
would  have  feemed  of  a  dufky  yellow.  Her  neck ; 
her  large  black  eyes,  languifhing  with  the  gentle 
Juftre  of  a  tender  fire ;  h^r  cheeks  animated  with 
the  iineft  purple,  mixed  with  the  whitenefs  of  the 
pureft  milk ;  her  nofe,  which  had  no  refemblance 
to  the  tower  of  mount  Lebanon ;  her  lips,  like  twp 
4>orders  of  coral,  inclofmg  the  fineft  pearls  in  the 
Arabian  Sea ;  all  confpired  to  make  the  old  man 
beheve  that  he  was  but  twenty  years  of  age.  Almo- 
na,  feeing  him  enflamed,  entreated  him  to  pardon 
Zadig.  "  Alas !  (laid  he,)  my  charming  lady,  fliould 
J  gr^nt  thee  his  pardon,  it  ^ould  be  of  no  fervicc, 

as 
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4s  it  muft  neceffarlly  be  figned  by  three  others,  my 
brethren."  "  Sign  it^  however/*  faid  Almona. 
"  With  all  my  heart  (faid  the  prieft,)  on  condition 
that  thy  favours  Ihall  be  the  price  of  my  ready  com- 
jDliance.'*  "  Thou  doeft  me  too  much  honour  (faid 
Almona  ;)  be  pleafed  only  to  come  to  my  chamber 
after  fun-fet,  and  when  the  bright  flar  of  Sheat 
{hall  appear  in  the  horizon,  thou  wilt  find  me  on  a 
rofe-coioured  fopha ;  and  thou  mayefl  then  ufe  thy 
fervant  as  thou  art  able.'*  So  faying,  fhe  departed 
with  the  fignature,  and  left  the  old  man  full  of  love 
and  diftruft  of  his  own  abilities.  He  employed  the 
reft  of  the  day  in  bathing ;  he  drank  a  liquor  com- 
pofed  of  the  cinnamon  of  Ceylon,  and  of  the  pre- 
cious fpices  of  Tidor  and  Ternate  ;  and  waited 
with  impatience  till  the  flar  Sheat  fhould  make  its: 
appearance. 

Meanwhile,  Almona  went  to  the  fecond  poti- 
tifF.  He  aflured  her  that  the  fun,  the  moon,  and' 
all  the  luminaries  of  heaven,  were  but  glimmering 
meteors  in  comparifon  of  her  charms*  She  afkea 
the  fame  favour  of  him  ;  and  he  propofed  to  grant 
it  on  the  fame  terms.  She  fufFered  herfelf  to  be 
overcome ;  and  appointed  the  fecond  pontiff  to 
meet  her  at  the  rifmg  of  the  flar  Algenib.  From 
thence  fhe  went  to  the  third  and  fourth  priefl,  al- 
\vays  taking  their  fiq:natures,  and  making  an  aflig- 
nation  from  flar  to  flar.  She  then  fent  a  meffage 
to  the  judges^  entreating  them  to  come  to  her  houfe, 
on  an  affair  of  great  importance.  They  obeyed 
her  fummons.  She  fhewed  them  the  four  names, 
and  told  them  at  what  price  the  priefts  had  fold  the 
pardon  of  Zadig.  Each  of  them  arrived  at  the 
hour  appointed.  Each  was  furprifed  at  finding 
his  brethren  there,  but  flill  more  at  feeing  the 
iudojes.,  before  whom  their  fhame  was  now  mani- 
H  2  fefl. 
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made  her  his  mfl    Zadt  f  ^  "^'""""a,  that  he 

thrown  himfelf  at  .he^l.'^TK"''';  ^^^^^  havW 

Setoc  and  he  took  leave  of   °  k      I'''  '^'^'^»»- 

'« 'he,reye.,fwearinga„e™'f  •"''J^^  "'"^  '^^"'^ 

mfing,  ,hat  the  firft  of  "heH-"^^^  P'  '"'^  P^°- 

^arge  iortune/hould  fta  eTwJh  ^k*""^  ^"^^^'^^  ^ 

Zadig  d  reded  hh  .^    r  ^  "  '''*=  other. 
^^fFiaf /lili  nS4^'^„°^^J^^H'  the  frontiers  of 
rfc&mg  on  the  fever°"y  of  f     ""^P^  ^«='^te,   and 
^«<^-™ined  to  make  h  r[/°7""^'  ^/'ch  feemed 
and  the  objeclof  her  Zl'  ,^  *°"  "'^her  cruelty 
hetohUg  fo^'h'  nde^r"-     "  ^^^'Cfa^d 
having  feen  a  bitch'  conH         ^""''^'  °^  g°'d  for 
for  four  bad  verfesin^alT^  '^'°'"^  '"^  ^id 
be  ftrangled,  becaufe '^h'  1       l''"'^  •'  '""''y  to 
colour  of  my  bonne  fredL^^''"^''  ^°''  of  the 
Wured  a^woman  ^ho  ;lT'7y  ^r  having 
Po-nt  of  being  burnt  for  hawL  f''' ^  "'^'^  °"  thf 
^l  the  young  widows  of  aSi'^"'^  '^'  "^^«  of 
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not  difmayed,  but  refolved  to  perifh  In  the  conflidt. 
Two  men  defended  themfelves  againfl  a  multitude; 
and  fuch  a  combat  could  not  laft  long.  The  maf- 
ter  of  the  caftle,  whofe  name  was  Arbogad^  having, 
obferved  from  a  window  the  prodigies  of  valour 
performed  by  Zadig,  conceived  a  high  efteem  for 
this  heroic  flranger.  He  defcended  in  hade,  and 
went  in  perfon  to  call  off  his  men,  and  deliver  the 
two  travellers.  "  All  that  paffes  over  my  lands^ 
(faid  he,) belongs  to  me,  as  well  as  what  I  find  upoa 
the  lands  of  others  ;  but  thou  feemeft  to  be  a  maa 
of  fuch  undaunted  courage,  that  I  will  exempt  thee 
from  the  common  law.  He  then  conduded  hinv 
to  his  caftle,  ordering  his  men  to  treat  him  well  y 
and  in  the  evening  Arbogad  fupped  with  Zadigi; 
The  lord  of  the  caftle  was  one  of  thofe  Arabians 
who  are  commonly  called  robbers  ;  but  he  now  and 
then  performed  fome  good  adions  amidil  a  mul- 
titude of  bad  ones.  He  robbed  with  a  furious  ra- 
pacity, and  granted  favours  with  great  generofity  ; 
intrepid  in  adion  ;  affable  in  company  ;  a  de- 
bauchee at  table,  but  gay  in  his  debauchery ;  and 
particularly  remarkable  for  his  frank  and  open  be- 
haviour. He  was  highly  pleafed  with  Zadjg,  whofe 
lively  converfation  lengthened  the  repaft.  At  lad 
Arbogad  faid  to  him  ;  "  I  advife  thee  to  enroll  thy 
name  in  my  catalogue;  thou  canft  not  do  better; 
this  is  not  a  bad  trade  ;  and  thou  mayefl:  one  day 
become  what  I  am  at  prefent."  "  May  I  take 
the  liberty  of  alking  thee  (faid  Zadig,)  how  long 
thou  haft  followed  this  noble  profeflion  ?"  "  From 
my  moil  tender  youth  (replied  the  lord.)  I  was 
fervarit  to  a  pretty  good-natured  Arabian,  but 
could  not  endure  the  hardfhips  of  my  fituation.  I 
was  vexed  to  find  that  fate  had  given  me  no  Ihare 
of  the  earth,  which  equally  belongs  to  all  men.     I 

impart- 


imparted  the  catrfc  of  my  uneafmefs  to  an  old  Ara- 
bian, who  faid  to  me  ;  '  My  fon,  do  not  defpair^ 

*  there  ^tras  once  a  grain  of  fand  that  lamented  that 
^  it  was  no  more  than  a  negtefted  atom  in  the 
'  deferts ;  at  the  end  of  a  few  years  it  became  a 
^  diamond;  and  it  is  now  the  brighteft  ornament 

*  in  the  crown  of  the  king  of  the  Indies.'  This 
difcourfe  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  my  mind  ;  1 
was  the  grain  of  fand,  and  I  refolved  to  become  the 
diamond.  1  began  by  ftealing  two  horfes ;  I  foon 
got  a  party  of  companions  ;  I  put  myfelf  in  a  con- 
dition to  rob  fmail  caravans  ;  and  thus,  by  degrees, 
I  deflroyed  the  difference  which  had  formerly  fub- 
lifted  between  me  and  other  men.  I  had  my  fharc 
of  the  good  things  of  this  world ;  and  was  even  re- 
eompenfed  with  ufary  for  the  hardfhips  I  had  fuf- 
fcred.  I  was  greatly  rd'pe£ted,  and  became  the 
Captain  of  a  band  of  robbers.  I  feized  this  caftle 
by  force.  The  fatrape  of  Syria  had  a  mind  to  dif- 
pofTefs  me  of  it ;  but  I  was  too  rich  to  have  any 
thing  to  fear.  I  gave  the  fatrape  a  handfome  pre- 
fcnt,  by  which  means  I  preferved  my  caftle,  and 
increafed  my  pofleffions.  He  eren  appointed  me 
treafurer  of  the  tributes  which  Arabia  Petrsea  pays 
to  the  kin^T  of  kings,  I  perform  my  office  of  re- 
ceiver with  great  punctuality;  but  take  the  free- 
dom to  difpenfe  with  that  of  paymafter. 

The  grand  Defterham  of  Babylon  fent  hithef 
i.  petty  iatrape  in  the  name  of  king  Moabdar,  to 
have  me  ftrangled.  This  man  arrived  with  hi« 
Orders  :  I  was  apprifed  of  all;  I  caufed  to  be  ftrang- 
led in  his  prefcnce  the  four  perfons  he  had  brought 
with  him  to  draw  the  noofe  ;  after  which  I  alked 
him  how  much  his  commiflion  of  ftrangling  me 
might  be  worth.  He  replied,  that  his  fees  wcmld 
amoum  to  above  three  Imndred  pieces  of  gold.    I 

then 
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then  convinced  him  that  he  might  gain  more  by 
Haying  with  me.  I  made  him  an  inferior  robber  ; 
^nd  he  is  now  one  of  my  bell  and  richell  officers* 
If  thou  wilt  take  my  ad\rice,  thy  fuccefs  maybe 
equal  to  his  ;  never  was  there  a  better  feafon  for 
plunder,  fmce  king  Moabdar  is  killed,  and  all  Ba- 
bylon thrown  into  confufion. 

"  Moabdar  killed  !  (faid  7.adig,)  and  what  is  be- 
come  of  queen  Aflarte  ?"  "  I  know  not  (repHed 
Arbogad.)     All  I  know  is,  that  Moabdar  loft  his 
fenfes,  and  was  killed  ;  that  Babylon  is  a  fcene  of 
diforder  and  bloodfhed ;  that  all  the  empire  is  de- 
folated  ;  that  there   are  fonie  fine   ftrokes  to  be 
ftruck  yet ;  and  that,  for  my  own  part,  T  have  ftruck 
fome   that  are  admirable."  "  But  the  queen  (faid 
Zadig;)  for  heaven's  fake,  kno weft  thou  nothing 
of  the   queen's  fate  ?''  "  Yes  (replied  he,)  I  have 
heard  fomething  of  a  prince  of  Hircania ;  if  ihe 
was  not  killed  in  the  tumult,  llie  is  probably  one 
of  his  concubines  ;  but  I  am  much  fonder  of  booty 
than  news.     I  have  taken  feveral  women  in  my 
excurfions  ;   but  I  keep  none  of  them  :  I  fell  them 
at  a  high  price,  when  they  are  beautiful,  without 
enquiring  who  they  are.     In  commodities  of  this 
kind  rank  makes  no  difference,  and  a  queen  that 
is  ugly  will  never  find  a  merchant.    Perhaps  I  may 
have  fold  queen  Aft  arte ;  perhaps  ilie  is  dead ;  but, 
be  it  as  it  will,  it  is  of  little  confequence  to  me, 
and  I  fhould  imagine   of  as  little  to  thee."     So 
faying,  he  drank  a  large  draught,  which  threw  all 
his  ideas  into  fuch  confufion,  that  Zadig  could  obtain 
no  farther  information. 

Zadig  remained  for  fome  time  without  fpeech, 
fenfe,  or  motion.  Arbogad  contintied  drinking  ; 
told  ftories  ;  conftantly  repeated  that  he  was  the 
Jjappieft  man  in  the  world  j   and  exhorted  Zadig 
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to  put  himfelf  in  the  fame  condition.  At  laft  the 
ibporiferous  fumes  of  the  wine  lulled  him  into  a 
gentle  repofe.  Zadig  pafled  the  night  in  the  moll 
violent  perturbation.  **  What !  (faid  he,)  did  the 
king  loie  his  fenfes  ?  and  is  he  killed  ?  I  cannot 
help  lamenting  his  fate.  The  empire  is  rent  in 
pieces  :  and  this  robber  is  happy.  O  fortune !  O 
defliny!  A  robber  is  happy,  and  the  moll  beautiful  of 
nature's  works  hath  perhaps  perifhed  in  a  barbarous 
manner,  or  lives  in  a  flate  worfe  than  death.  O 
Aflarte !  what  is  become  of  thee  ?'* 

At  day  break,  he  queflioned  all  thofe  he  met 
in  the  caflle ;  but  they  were  all  bufy,  and  he 
received  no  anfwer.  During  the  night  they  had 
made  a  new  capture,  and  they  were  now  em- 
ployed in  dividing  the  fpoil.  All  he  could  ob- 
tain in  this  hurry  and  confufion  was  an  opportu- 
nity of  departing,  which  he  immediately  embraced, 
plunged  deeper  tha^  ever  in  the  moft  gloomy  and 
mournful  refledions- 

Zadig  proceeded  on  his  journey  with  a  mind 
full  of  difquiet  and  perplexity,  and  wholly  em- 
ployed on  the  unhappy  Aflarte,  on  the  king  of 
Babylon,  oa  his  faithful  friend  Cador,  on  the 
happy  robber  Arbogad,  on  that  capricious  wo- 
man whom  the  Babylonians  had  feized  on  the 
frontiers  of  Egypt ;  in  a  word,  on  all  the  misfor- 
tunes and  difappointments  he  had  hitherto  fuf* 
fered. 


The  FISHERMAN. 

AT  a  few  leagues   diflance  from  Arbogad's 
caftle,  he  came  to  the  banks  of  a  fmall  ri- 
ver, ftill  deploring  his  fate,  and  confidering  him- 
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felf  as  the  mofl:  wretched  of  mankind.  He  faw  a 
fifherman  lying  on  the  brink  of  the  river,  fcarcely 
holding,  in  his  weak  and  feeble  hand,  a  net  which 
he  feemed  ready  to  drop,  and  lifting  up  his  eyes  to 
heaven. 

"  I  am  certainly  (faid  the  fiflierman,)  the  mofl- 
unhappy  man  in  the  world.  1  was  univerfally  al- 
lowed to  be  the  mod  famous  dealer  in  cream- 
cheefe  in  Babylon,  and  yet  I  am  ruined.  I  had 
the  mod  handfome  wife  that  any  man  in  my  (la- 
tion  could  have ;  and  by  her  I  have  been  betray- 
ed. I  had  (till  left  a  paltry  houfe,  and  that  1  have 
feen  pillaged  and  deflroyed.  At  lafl  I  took  refuge- 
in  this  cottage,  where  I  have  no  other  refource 
than  fifhing,  and  yet  I  cannot  catch  a  fingle  fi.li. 
Oh,  my  netl  no  more  will  I  throw  thee  into  the 
water  ;  I  will  throw  myfelf  in  thy  place.^'  So  fay- 
ing, he  arofe  and  advanced  forward,  in  the  attitude 
of  a  man  ready  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  river,  and 
thus*  to  finifli  his  life. 

"  What !  faid  Zadig  to  himfelf,  are  there  men  as 
wretched  as  I  ?"  His  eagernefs  to  fave  the  filher^ 
man's  life  was  as  fudden  as  this  reflection.  He 
runs  to  him,  flops  him,  and  fpeaks  to  him  with  a 
tender  and  compaffionate  air.  It  is  commonly  fup- 
pofed  that  we  are  lefs  miferable  when  we  have 
companions  in  our  mifery.  This,  according ,  to 
Zoroafter,  does  not  proceed  from  malice,  but  ne- 
ceffity.  We  feel  ourfelves  infenfibly  drawn  to  an 
unhappy  perfon  as  to  one  like  ourfelves.  The  joy 
of  the  happy  would  be  an  infult  ;  but  two  men  in 
diftrefs  are  like  two  flender  trees,  which  mutually 
fupporting  each  other,  fortify  themfelves  againfl 
the  ftorm.  "  Why,  faid  Zadig  to  the  fifherman, 
dofl  thou  fmk  under  thy  misfortunes  ?*'  *'  Becaufe 
(replied  he,)  I  fee  no  means   of  relief.  I  was  the 
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moft  confiderable  man  in  the  village  of  Dcrlback, 
near  Babylon,  and  with  the  aififtance  of  my  wife 
I  made  the  befl  cream-cheefe  in  the  empire.  Queen 
Afbrte,  and  the  famous  minifler  Zadig,  were  ex- 
tremely fond  of  them.  I  had  fent  them  fix  hundred 
checfes,  and  one  day  went  to  the  city  to  receive  my 
money  ;  but,  on  my  arrival  at  Babylon,  was  inform- 
ed that  the  queen  and  Zadig  had  difappeared.  Iran 
to  the  houfe  of  lord  Zadij;,  whom  I  had  never 
feen ;  but  found  there  the  inferior  officers  of  the 
grand  Deftcrham,  who  being  iurnifhed  with  a  roy- 
al licence,  were  plundering  it  with  great  loyalty 
and  order.  From  thence  I  flew  to  the  queen's  kit- 
chen, fome  of  the  lords  of  which  told  me  that  the 
qu!een  was  dead  ;  fome  faid  (lie  was  in  prifcn ;  and 
others  pretended  that  flie  had  made  her  efcape ; 
but  they  all  agreed  in  alfuring  me  that  I  would  not 
be  f)aid  for  my  cheefe.  I  went  with  my  wife  to 
the  houfe  of  lord  Orcan,  who  was  one  of  my  cuf- 
tomers,  and  begged  his  protet^ion  in  my  prefent 
diftrefs.  He  granted  it  to  my  wife,  but  refufed  it 
to  me.  She  was  whiter  than  the  cream-cheefes 
that  began  my  misfortune ;  and  the  luftre  of  the 
Tyrian  purple  was  not  more  bright  than  the  car- 
nation which  animated  this  whitenefs.  For  this 
reafon  Orcan  detained  her,  and  drove  me  from  his 
houfe.  In  my  dcfpair  I  wrote  a  letter  to  my  dear 
Wife.  She  faid  to  the  bearer,  '  Ha,  ha  !  I  know 
the  writer  of  this  a  little ;  I  have  heard  his  name 
mentioned ;  they  fay  he  makes  excellent  cream- 
ch»efe;  defir^  him  to  fend  me  fome,  and  he  fhall 
be  paid.' 

"  In  my  diftrefs  I  refolved  to  apply  to  juftice.  I 
had  flill  fix  ounces  of  gold  remaining :  I  was  ob- 
liged to  give  two  to  the  lawyer  whom  I  confulted, 
two  to  the  procurator  who  undertook  my  caufe, 

and 
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and  two  to  the  fecretary  of  the  firfl:  judge/  Whei\ 
all  this  was  done,  my  bufinefs  was  not  begun  ;  and 
I  had  already  expended  more  money  than  my 
cheefe  and  my  wife  were  Avorth.  I  returned  to  my 
own  village,  with  an  intention  to  fell  my  houfe,  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  recover  my  Vv'ife. 

*'  My  houfe  was  well  worth  fixty  ounces  of  gold  ; 
but  as  my  neighbours  faw  that  I  was  poor,  and  ob- 
liged to  fell  it,  the  firft  to  whom  I  applied  offered 
me  thirty  ounces,  the  fecond  twenty,  and  the  third 
ten.  Bad  as  thefe  offers  were,  I  was  fo  blind  that 
I  was  going  to  Orike  a  bargain,  when  a  prince  of 
Jiircania  came  to  Babylon,  and  ravaged  all  in  his 
way.    My  houfe  was  fird  facked  and  then  burnt.  , 

"  Having  thus  loft  my  money,  my  wife,  and  my 
houfe,  I  retired  into  this  country,  where  thou  now 
feeft  me.  I  have  endeavoured  to  gain  a  fubfiftence 
by  fiihing  ;  but  the  flih  make  a  mock  of  me  as 
well  as  the  men.  I  catch  none ;  I  die  with  hun- 
ger ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  thee,  auguft  comfort- 
er, I  fhould  have  perifned  in  the  river." 

The  fifnermm  was  not  allowed  to  give  this  long 
jiccount  without  interruption  ;  at  every  moment, 
Zadig,  moved  and  tranfported,  faid,  "  What ! 
knoweft  thou  nothing  of  the  queen's  fate  ?"  "  No, 
my  Lord,  replied  the  fifnerman  ;  but  I  know  that 
neither  the  queen  nor  Zadig  have  paid  me  for  my 
cream-checfes  ;  that  1  have  loft  my  wife,  and  am 
now  reduced  to  defpair."  "  I  flatter  myfelf,  faid 
Zadig,  that  thou  wilt  not  lofe  all  thy  money.  I 
have  heard  of  this  Zadig  ;  he  is  an  honeft  man ; 
and  if  he  return  to  Babylon,  as  he  expects,  he  will 
give  thee  more  than  he  owes  thee  :  but  with  re- 
gard to  thy  wife,  who  is  not  fo  honeft,  I  advife  thee 
not  to  feek  to  recover  her.  Beheve  me,  go  to  Ba- 
bylon j  I  fhall  be  there  before  thee,  becaufe  I  am 
I  2  on 
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on  horfeback,  and  thou  art  on  foot.  Apply  to  the 
illuflrious  Cador  ;  tell  him  thou  haft  met  his  friend  ? 
wait  for  me  at  his  houfe  :  go,  perhaps  thou  wilt  not 
always  be  unhappy. 

"  O  powerful  Oromazes !  continued  he,  thou 
employeft  me  to  comfort  this  man;  whom  wilt  thou 
employ  to  give  me  confolation  ?*'  So  faying,  he  gave 
the  fifherman  half  the  money  he  had  brought  from 
Arabia.  The  fifherman,  ftruck  with  furprife,  and 
ravifhed  with  joy,  kifTed  the  feet  of  the  friend  of  Ca- 
dor, and  faid,  "  Thou  art  furely  an  angel  fent  from 
heaven  to  fave  me  !" 

Mean  while  Zadig  continued  to  make  frefh  in- 
quiries, and  to  fhed  tears.  "  What  !  my  lord,  cried 
the  fifherman,  art  thou  then  fo  unhappy,  thou  who 
beftowefl  favours  ?"  *'  An  hundred  times  more  un- 
happy than  thee,  replied  Zadig."  *'  But  how  is  it 
pofTible,  faid  the  good  man,  that  the  giver  can  be 
more  wretched  than  the  receiver  ?"  '*  Becaufe,  re- 
plied Zadig,  thy  greatefl  mifery  arofe  from  poverty, 
and  mine  is  featcd  in  the  heart."  "Did  Orcari 
take  thy  wife  from  thee  ?"  faid  the  fifherman.  This 
;\vord  recalled  to  Zadig's  mind  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ventures. He  repeated  the  catalogue  of  his  misfor- 
tunes, beginning  with  the  queen's  bitch,  and  ending 
with  his  arrival  at  the  cafUe  of  the  robber  Arbo- 
gad.  "  Ah !  faid  he  t®  the  fifherman,  Orcan  de- 
ferves  to  be  punifhed  :  but  it  is  commonly  fuch  men 
as  thofe  that  are  the  favourites  of  fortune.  How- 
ever, go  thou  to  the  houfe  of  lord  Cador,  and  there 
wait  my  arrival."  They  then  parted  :  the  fifher- 
man walked,  thanking  heaven  for  the  happinefs  of; 
his  condition ;  and  Zadig  rode,  accufing  fortund 
|br  the  hardnefs  of  his  lot. 
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ARriving  in  a  beautiful  meadow,  he  there  hvf 
feveral  women,  who  were  fearching  for  fome- 
thing  with  great  application.  He  took  the  liberty 
to  approach  one  of  them,  and  to  afk  if  he  might 
have  the  honour  to  alTift  them  in  their  fearch. 
'*  Take  care  that  thou  dofl  not,  replied  the  Syrian  ; 
what  we  are  fearching  for  can  be  touched  only  by 
women."  "  Strange,  faid  Zadig,  may  I  prefume 
to  afk  thee  what  it  is  that  women  only  are  permitted 
to  touch."  "  It  is  a  bafilhk,  faid  (lie."  "  A  bafi- 
lifk,  madam !  and  for  what  purpofe,  pray,  dofl  thou 
ieek  for  a  bafilifk  ?"  "  It  is  for  our  loid  and  mafler 
Ogul,  whofe  caflle  thou  feeft  on  the  bank  of  that 
river,  at  the  end  of  the  meadow.  We  are  his  moft 
humble  flaves.  The  lord  Ogul  is  fick.  His  phy- 
fician  hath  ordered  him  to  eat  a  bafiliflv,  flewed  in 
rofe-water  ;  and  as  it  is  a  very  rare  animal,  and  can 
only  be  taken  by  women,  the  lord  Ogul  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  choofe  for  his  well  beloved  wife  the  wom^an 
that  fliall  bring  him  a  bafilifk  ;  let  me  go  on  in  my 
fearch ;  for  thou  feed  what  I  fiiall  lofe  if  I  am 
prevented  by  my  companions. 
•  Zadig  left  her  and  the  other  AiTyrians  to 
fearch  for  their  bafilifk,  and  continued  to  walk 
in  the  meadow ;  when  coming  to  the  brir.k  of  a 
fmall  rivulet,  he  found  another  lady  lying  on  the 
grafs,  and  who  was  not  fearching  for  any  thing. 
Her  perfon  feemed  to  be  majeflic ;  but  her  face 
was  covered  with  a  veil.  She  was  inclined  to- 
wards the  rivulet,  and  profound  fighs  proceeded 
from  her  mouth.  In  her  hand  flie  held  a  fmall 
rod  with  which  fhe  was  tracing  characters  on  the 
fine  fand  that  lay  between  the  turf  and  the  brook. 

Zadig 
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Zadig  had  the  curiofity  to  examine  wliat  this  wo- 
man was  writing.  He  drew  near  ;  he  faw  the  let- 
ter Z,  then  an  A ;  he  was  aftonifiied  :  then  ap- 
peared a  D-,  he  llarted.  But  never  was  furprife 
equal  to  his,  when  he  faw  the  two  lafl  letters  of 
his  name,  lie  flood  for  fome  time  immoveable. 
At  laft  breaking  filence  with  a  faultering  voice, 
*'  0  generous  lady!  pardon  a  flranger,  an  unfor- 
*'  tun  ate  man,  for  prefuming  to  alk  thee  by  what 
**  furprifmg  adventure  I  here  find  the  name  of  Za- 
**  dig  traced  out  by  thy  divine  hand."  At  this 
Toice,  and  thefe  words,  the  lady  lifted  up  the  veil 
with  a  trembling  hand,  looked  at  Zadig,  fent  forth 
a  cry  of  tendernefs,  furprife,  and  joy,  and  fmking 
finder  the  various  emotions  which  at  once  affaulted 
her  foul,  fell  fpeechlefs  into  his  arms.  It  was 
Aflarte  herfelf;  it  was  the  queen  of  Babylon;  it 
v/as  fhe  whom  7.adig  adored,  and  whom  he  had  re- 
proached himfelf  for  adoring ;  it  was  flie  whofe 
misfortunes  he  had  (o  deeply  Iqimented,  and  for 
whofe  fate  he  had  been  fo  anxiouHy  concerned. 
He  was  for  a  moment  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his 
fenfes,  when  he  had  fixed  his  eyes  on  thofe  of 
Aflarte,  which  no\y  began  to  open  again  with  a 
languor  mixed  with  confufion  and  tendernefs : 
*'  O  ye  immortal  powers !  cried  he,  v/ho  prefidc 
over  the  fates  of  weak  mortals,  dp  ye  indeed  re- 
flore  Aflarte  to  me  !  at  what  a  time,  in  what  a  place, 
and  in  what  a  condition  do  I  again  behold  her  ?" 
He  fell  on  his  knees  before  Aflarte,  and  laid  his 
face  in  the  dufl  of  her  feet.  The  queen  of  Baby- 
lon raifed  him  up,  and  made  him  fit  by  her  fide 
on  the  brink  of  the  rivulet.  She  frequently  wiped 
her  eyes,  from  which  the  tears  continued  to  flow 
afrefli :  fhe  twenty  times  refumed  her  difcourfc, 
'which  her  fighs  as  often  intenupted  :  fhe  afked  by 
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tvhat  ftrangc  accident  they  were  brought  together  ; 
and  fuddenly  prevented  his  anfwers  by  other  quef- 
tions  :  ihe  waved  the  account  of  her  own  misfor- 
tunes, and  defired  to  be  informed  of  thofe  of  Za- 
dig.  At  laft,  both  of  them  having  a  little  com- 
pofed  the  tumult  of  their  fouls,  Zadig  acquainted 
her  in  a  few  words  by  what  adventure  he  was 
brought  into  that  meadow.  "  But,  O  unhappy 
and  refpedable  queen !  by  what  means  do  1  find 
thee  in  this  lonely  place,  clothed  in  the  habit  of  a 
Have,  and  accompanied  by  other  female  flaves,  who 
are  fcarching  for  a  bafilifk,  which,  by  order  of  the 
phyfician,  is  to  be  (lewed  in  rofe-water?" 

"  While  they  are  fearching  for  their  bafilifk,  faid 
the  fair  Aftarte,  I  will  inform  thee  of  all  I  have 
fuffered,  for  which  heaven  has  fufEciently  recom- 
penfed  me,  by  refloring  thee  to  my  fight.  Thou 
knoweft  that  the  king,  my  hufband,  was  vexed  to 
fee  thee  the  mofl  amiable  of  mankind  ;  and  that 
for  this  reafon  he  one  night  refolved  to  flrangle 
thee  and  poifon  me.  Thou  knoweft  how  heaven 
permitted  my  little  mute  to  inform  me  of  the  or- 
ders of  his  fubhme  majefty.  Hardly  had  the  faith- 
ful Cador  obliged  thee  to  depart,  in  obedience  to 
my  command,  when  he  ventured  to  enter  my  a- 
partment  at  midnight  by  a  fecret  paffage.  He  car- 
ried me  off,  and  conducted  me  to  the  temple  of 
Oromazes,  where  the  magi  his  brother  fliut  me  up 
in  that  huge  ftatue,  whofe  bafe  reaches  to  thefoun 
dation  of  the  temple,  and  whofe  top  rifes  to  the 
fammit  of  the  dome.  1  was  there  buried  in  a  man ' 
ner ;  but  was  ferved  by  the  magi,  and  fupplied 
with  all  the  neceilaries  of  life.  At  break  of  day 
his  Pv'Iajefly*s  apothecary  entei^ed  my  chamber  with 
a  potion  compofed  of  a  mixture  of  henbane,  opium, 
hemlock,  black  hellebore,  and  aconite  j  and  ano- 
ther 
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ther  officer  went  to  thine  with  a  bowflring  of  hint 
filk.  Neither  of  us  were  to  be  found.  Cador,  the 
better  to  deceive  the  king,  pretended  to  come  and 
accufe  us  both.  He  faid  that  thou  hadfl  taken  the 
road  to  the  Indies,  and  I  that  to  Memphis  ;  on 
which  the  king's  guards  were  immediately  dif- 
patched  in  purfuit  of  us  both. 

"  The  couriers  who  purfued  me  did  not  know 
me.  I  had  hardly  ever  (hewn  my  face  to  any  but 
thee,  and  to  thee  only  in  the  prelence,  and  by  the 
order  of  my  huiband.  They  conduded  them- 
felves  in  the  purfuit  by  the  defcription  that  had 
been  given  them  of  my  perfon.  On  the  frontiers 
of  Egypt  they  met  with  a  woman  of  the  fame  fla- 
ture  with  me,  and  poflefi'ed  perhaps  of  greater 
charms.  She  was  weeping  and  wandering.  They 
made  no  doubt  but  that  this  woman  was  the  queen 
of  Babylon,  and  accordingly  brought  her  to  Moab- 
dar  :  Their  miflake  at  firft  threw  the  king  into  a 
violent  pafTion ;  but  having  viewed  this  woman 
more  attentively,  he  found  her  extremely  handfome, 
and  was  comforted.  She  was  called  Miflbuf  I 
have  fmce  been  informed,  that  this  name  in  the 
Egyptian  language  figni.'ies  the  capricious  fair  one. 
She  was  fo  in  reality  ;  but  flie  had  as  much  cunning 
as  caprice.  She  pleafed  Moabdar,  and  gained  fuch 
an  afcendency  over  him  as  to  make  him  chufe  her 
for  his  wife.  Her  character  then  began  to  appear 
in  its  true  colours.  She  gave  herfelf  up,  without 
fcruple,  to  all  the  freaks  of  a  wanton  imagination. 
She  would  have  obliged  the  chief  of  the  magi,  who 
was  old  and  gouty,  to  dance  before  her ;  and  oxi 
his  refufal,  Ihe  peifecured  him  with  the  moft  unre- 
ienting  cruelty.  She  ordered  her  mafter  of  the  horfa 
to  make  her  a  pye  of  fweetmeats.  In  vain  did  he 
reprefent  that  he  was  not  a  paflry-cook  j  he  was 
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obliged  to  make  it,  and  loft  his  place,  becaufe  it 
was  baked  a  little  too  hard.  The  pofl  of  mailer  of 
the  horfe  fne  gave  to  her  dwarf,  and  that  of  chan- 
cellor to  her  page.  In  this  manner  did  ihe  govern 
Babylon.  Every  body  regretted  the  lofs  of  me. 
The  king,  who  till  the  moment  of  his  refolving  to 
poifon  me  and  flrangle  thee,  had  been  a  tolerably 
good  kind  of  nian,  feerhed  now  to  have  drowned  all 
his  virtues  in  his  immoderate  fondnefs  for  this  capri- 
cious (air  one.  He  came  to  the  temple  on  the 
great  day  of  the  feafl  held  in  honour  of  the  facred 
fire.  I  faw  him  implore  the  gods  in  behalf  of 
Mhlouf,  at  tlie  feet  of  the  flatue  in  v\^hich  I  was 
inciofed.  I  raifed  my  voice,  I  cried  out,  "  The 
gods  reje61:  the  prayers  of  a  king  who  is  now  be- 
come a  tyrant,  and  vvho  attempted  to  murder  a 
reafonablc  wife,  in  order  to  marry  a  woman  re- 
markable for  nothing  but  her  folly  and  extrava- 
gance.*' ''  At  thefe  words  Moabdar  was  confound- 
ed, and  his  head  became  difordered.  The  oracle  I 
had  pronounced,  and  the  tyranny  of  Miflbuf,  con- 
fpired  to  deprive  him  of  his  judgmenr,  and  in  a  few 
days  his  reafon  entirely  forfook  him. 

"  His  madnefs,  which  feemed  to  be  the  judg- 
ment of  heaven,  was  the  fignal  to  a  revolt.  The 
people  rofe,  and  ran  to  arms ;  and  Babylon,  which 
had  been  fo  long  immerfed  in  idlenefs  and  effemi- 
nacy, became  the  theatre  of  a  bloody  civil  war.  I 
was  taken  from  the  heart  of  m.y  flatue,  and  placed 
at  the  head  of  a  party.  Cador  fiev/  to  Memphis 
to  bring  thee  back  to  Babylon.  The  prince  of  Hir- 
cania,  informed  of  thefe  fatal  events,  returned  with 
his  army,  and  made  a  third  party  in  Chaldcea.  He 
attacked  the  king,  who  fled  before  him  with  hi^ 
capricious  Egyptian.  Moabdar  died  pierced  with 
wounds.    MilToaf  fell  into  the  hands   of  the  con- , 
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queror.  I  myfelf  had  the  misfortune  to  be  takerf 
by  a  party  of  HIrcanians,  who  conduced  me  to 
their  prince's  tent,  at  the  very  moment  that  Mif- 
ibuf  was  broil dit  before  him.  Thou  wilt  doubtlefs 
be  pleafed  to  hear  that  the  prince  thought  me 
more  beautiful  than  the  Egyptian ;  but  thou  wilt 
be  forry  to  be  informed  that  he  defigned  me  for 
)4is  feragllo.  He  told  me,  with  a  blunt  and  refo- 
lute  air,  that  as  foon  as  he  had  finiflied  a  military 
expedition,  which  he  was  juft  going  to  undertake, 
he  would  come  to  me.  Judi;e  how  gre-at  muft  have 
been  my  grief.  My  ties  with  Moabdar  were  al- 
ready dellblved ;  I  might  have  been  the  wife  of 
7.adig  ;  and  1  was  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  barba- 
rian. 1  anfwered  him  with  all  the  pride  which  my 
high  rank  and  noble  fentiment  could  infpire.  I 
had  always  heard  it  affirmed,  that  heaven  llamped 
on  perfons  of  my  condition  a  mark  of  grandeur, 
which,  with  a  Tingle  word  or  glance,  could  reduce 
to  the  lowlinefs  of  the  moft  profound  refpect,  thofe 
rafh  and  forward  perfons  who  prefume  to  deviate 
ft-om  the  rules  of  politenefs.  I  fpoke  like  a  queen, 
but  was  treated  like  a  maid-fervant.  The  Hirca- 
nian,  without  even  deigning  to  fpeak  to  me,  told 
liis  black  eunuch  that  I  was  impertinent,  but  that 
he  thought  me  handfome.  He  ordered  him  to  take 
rare  of  me,  and  to  put  me  under  the  regimen  of 
favourites,  that  (o  my  complexion  being  improved, 
1  might  be  the  more  worthy  of  his  favours,  when 
lie  fhould  be  at  leifure  to  honour  me  with  them. 
1  told  him,  that,  rather  than  fubmit  to  his  defires, 
I  would  put  an  end  to  mV  life.  He  replied  with  a 
fmile,  that  women,  he  believed,  were  not  fo  blood- 
thirfly,  and  that  he  was  accultomed  to  fuch  violent 
exprelFions ;  and  then  left  me  with  the  air  of  a 
man  who  had  juft  put  another  parrot  into  his  avi^ 
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ary.  What  a  (late  for  the  firft  queen  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  and,  what  is  more,  for  a  heart  devoted  to 
Zadig !" 

At  thefe- words  Zadig  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet, 
and  bathed  them  with  his  tears.  Altar te  raifed 
him  with  great  tendernefs,  and  thus  continued  her 
ftory.  "  I  now  faw  myfeh^  in  the  power  of  a  bar- 
barian, and  rival  to  the  foohfn  woman  with  whom 
1  was  confined.  She  gave  me  an  account  of  her 
adventures  in  Egypt.  From  the  defcription  flie 
gave  of  your  perfon,  from  the  time,  from  the  dro- 
medary on  which  you  was  mounted,  and  from  eve- 
ry other  circumilance,  I  inferred  that  7.adig  was 
the  man  who  had  fought  for  her.  I  doubted  not 
but  that  you  was  at  Memphis,  and  therefore  rei^oU 
ved  to  repair  thither.  Beautiful  MilTouf,  faid  I, 
thou  art  more  handfome  than  I,  and  will  pleafe  the 
prince  of  Hircania  much  better.  Allift  me  in  con- 
triving the  means  of  my  efcape ;  thou  wilt  then 
reign  alone  ;  thou  wilt  at  once  make  me  happy, 
and  rid  thyfelf  of  a  rival.  MiiTouf  concerted  with 
me  the  means  of  my  flight ;  and  I  departed  fecretly 
with  a  female  Egyptian  ilave. 

"  As  I  approached  the  frontiers  of  Arabia,  a 
famous  robber,  named  Arbogad,  feized  me,  and 
fold  me  to  fome  merchants,  who  brought  me  to 
this  cafile,  where  lord  Ogul  refides.  lie  bought 
me  without  knowing  who  I  was.  He  is  a  voluptua- 
ry, ambitious  of  nothing  but  good  living,  and 
thinks  that  God  fent  him  into  the  world  for  no 
other  purpofe  than  to  fit  at  table.  He  is  fo  ex- 
tremely corpulent,  that  he  i^  always  in  danger  of 
fuffocation.  His  phyfician,  who  has  but. little  cre- 
dit with  him  when  he  has  a  good  digeflion,  governs 
him  with  a  defpotic  fway  when  he  has  ate  too  much. 
He  has  perfuaded  him  that  a  bafilifk  flewed  in  rofe- 
K  2  water 
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water  will  effect:  a  complete  cure.  The  lord  Ogi^l 
hath  promifed  his  hand  to  the  female  Have  tha{ 
bnngs  him  a  bafiliff;.  Thou  feed  that  T  leave  them 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  meriting  this  honour  ; 
and  never  was  I  lefs  defirous  of  finding  the  ba- 
filifk  than  fmce  heaven  hath  reflored  thee  to  my 
fight.'? 

This  account  was  fucceeded  by  a  long  converfa- 
tion  between  Aftarte  and  Zadif]^,  confifting  of  eve* 
rj  thing  that  their  long  fupprell'ed  fentiments,  their 
great  fuflcrings,  and  their  mutual  love,  could  infpirc 
into  hearts  the  mofl  noble  and  tender ;  and  the 
genii  who  prefide  over  love  carried  their  words  to 
the  fphere  of  Venus. 

The  women  returned  to  Ogul  without  having 
found  the  bafilifli.  Zadig  was  introduced  to  this 
mighty  lord,  and  fpoke  to  him  in  the  following 
terms:  "  May  immortal  health  defccnd  from  hea- 
ven to  blefs  all  thy  days !  1  am  a  phyfician:  at  the 
firft  report  of  thy  indifpofition  I  flew  to  thy  caflle, 
and  have  now  brought  thee  a  bafililk  flewed  in  rofe- 
water.  Not  that  1  pretend  to  marry  thee.  All  I 
afk  is  the  liberty  of  a  Babylonian  fiave,  who  hath 
been  in  thy  pofTeffion  for  a  few  days  ;  and,  if  1  (liould 
not  be  fo  happy  as  to  cure  thee,  magnificent  lord 
Ogul,  I  confent  to  remain  a  Have  in  her  place." 

The  propofal  was  accepted.  Aftarte  fet  out  for 
Babylon  with  Zadig's  feryant,  promifmg,  immedi- 
ately upon  her  arrival,  to  fend  a  courier  to  inform 
him  of  all  that  had  happened.  Their  parting  was 
as  tender  as  their  meeting.  The  moment  of  meet- 
ing, and  that  of  parting  are  the  two  grcatcft  epo- 
chas  of  life,  as  fayeth  the  great  book  of  Ztiid.  Zadig 
loved  the  queen  with  as  much  ardour  as  he  profeff- 
ed ;  and  the  queen  loved  Zadig  more  than  (he 
^bought  proper  to  acknowledge. 

Mean- 
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Meanwhile  Zadig  fpoke  thus  to  Ogul :  "  IVIy 
lord,  my  bafilifk  is  not  to  be  eaten  ;  all  its  virtue 
mufi  enter  through  thy  pores.  I  have  inclofed  it 
in  a  Ijltle  ball,  blown  up  and  covered  with  a  fine 
ikin.  Thou  mud  (Irike  this  ball  wirh  all  thy  might, 
and  I  mud  ftrlke  it  back  for  a  confiderable  time ; 
and  by  obferving  this  regimen  for  a  few  days,  thoii 
wilt  fee  the  efFefts  of  my  art."  The  firft  day 
Ogul  was  out  of  breath,  and  thought  he  fhould 
have  died  with  fatigue.  The  fecond,  he  was  lefs 
fatigued,  flept  better.  In  eight  days  he  recovered 
all  the  ftrength,  all  the  health,  all  the  agility  and 
cheerfulnefs  of  his  mod  agreeable  years.  "  Thou 
haft  played  at  ball,  and  haft  been  temperate,  faid 
Zadig,  know  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  in  nature 
as  a  bafilifk  ;  that  temperance  and  exercife  are  the 
two  great  prefervatives  of  health  ;  and  that  the  art 
of  reconciling  intemperance  and  heakh  is  as  chime- 
rical as  the  philofopher's  ftone,  judicial  aftrology, 
or  the  theology  of  the  magi.*' 

Ogul*s  firft  phyfician  obferving  how  dangerous 
this  man  might  prove  to  the  medical  .irt,  formed 
a  defign,  in  conjunction  with  the  apothecary,  to 
fend  Zadig  to  fearch  for  a  bafilifk  in  the  other 
World.  Thus,  after  having  fuffered  fuch  a  long 
train  of  calamities  on  account  of  his  good  actions, 
he  was  now  upon  the  point  of  Icfmg  his  Hfe  for 
curing  a  gluttonous  lord.  He  was  invited  to  an 
excellent  dinner,  and  was  to  have  been  poifoncd 
in  the  fecond  courfe ;  but,  during  the  firft,  he 
happily  received  a  courier  from  the  fair  Aftarte. 
"  When  one  is  beloved  by  a  beautiful  wom.an,  fays 
the  great  Zoroafter,  he  hath  always  the  good  for- 
tune to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  every  kind  of  diffi- 
c^dty  and  danger," 
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THE  queen  was  received  at  Babylon  with  aii 
thofe  tranfports  of  joy  which  are  ever  felt 
on  the  return  of  a  beautiful  princefs  who  hath  been 
involved  in  calamities.  Babylon  was  now  in  great- 
er tranquillity.  The  prince  of  Hircania  had  been 
killed  in  battle.  The  vi£i:orious  Babylonians  de- 
clared that  the  queen  fliould  marry  the  man  whom 
they  Ihould  chufe  for  their  fovereign.  They  were 
refolved  that  the  firft  place  in  the  world,  that  of 
being  hufband  to  Aftarte  and  king  of 'Babylon, 
iliould  not  depend  on  cabals  and  intrigues.  They 
fwore  to  acknowledge  for  king  the  man  who,  upoij 
trial,  fliould  be  found  to  be  poflefled  of  the  greateft 
valour  and  the  greateft  wifdom.  Accordingly,  at 
the  diflance  of  a  few  leagues  from  the  city,  a  fpaci- 
ous  place  was  marked  out  for  the  lift,  furrounded 
with  luagnificent  amphitheatres.  Thither  the  com- 
batants were  to  repair  in  complete  armour.  Each 
of  them  had  a  feparate  apartment  behind  the  am- 
phitheatres, where  they  were  neither  to  be  feennor- 
known  by  any  one.  Each  was  to  encounter  four 
knights;  and  ;:hofe  that  were  fo  happy  as  to  con- 
quer four,  were  then  to  engage  with  one  another ; 
fo  that  he  who  remained  the  laft  mafter  of  the 
field,  would  be  proclaimed  conqueror  at  the  games. 
Four  days  after,  he  was  to  return  with  the  fame 
arms,  and  to  explain  the  a'nigmas  propofed  by  the 
magi.  If  he  did  not  explain  the  aspigmas,  he  was 
not  king ;  and  the  running  at  the  lances  was  to  be- 
gin afrcfli,  till  a  man  fhould  be  found  who  was  con- 
queror in  both  thefe  combats  ;  for  they  were  abfo- 
lutely  determined  to  have  a  king  poflefled  of  the 
greateft  wifdorti  and  the  moft  invincible  courage. 
The  queen  was  all  the  while  to  be  ftri^ly  guarded: 

fhe 
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llie  was  only  allowed  to  be  prefent  at  the  games, 
and  even  there  fhe  was  to  be  covered  with  a  veil ; 
but  was  not  permitted  to  fpeak  to  any  of  the  com- 
petitors, that  fo  they  might  neither  receive  favour, 
nor  fufFer  injuftice. 

Thefe  particulars  Aftarte  communicated  to  her 
lover,  hoping,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  her,  he  would 
fhew  himfelf  poiTeffed  of  greater  courage  and  wif- 
dom  than  any  other  perfon.  Zadig  fet  out  on  his 
journey,  befeeching  Venus  to  fortily  his  courage 
and  enlighten  his  underftanding.  He  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  on  the  eve  of  this  great 
day.  He  caufed  his  device  to  be  infcribed  among 
thofe  of  the  combatants,  concealing  his  face  and  his? 
name,  as  the  law  ordained  ;  and  then  went  to  re- 
pofe  himfelf  in  the  apartment  that  fell  to  him  by 
lot.  His  friend  Cador,  \vho,  after  the  fruitlefs  fearch 
he  had  made  for  him  in  Egypt,  was  now  returned 
to  Babylon,  fent  to  his  tent  a  complete  fuit  of  ar- 
mour, which  was  a  prefent  from  the  queen  ;  as  alfa 
from  himfelf,  one  of  the  fined:  horles  in  Perfia. 
Zadig  prefently  perceived  that  thefe  prefents  were 
fent  by  Ailarte  ;  and  from  thence  his  courage  de- 
rived frefli  llreiigth,  and  his  love  the  mofl:  animat- 
ing hopes. 

Next  day,  the  queen  being  feated  under  a  cano- 
py of  jewels,  and  the  amphitheatres  filled  with  all 
the  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  rank  in  Babylon,  the 
combatants  appeared  in  the  circus.  Each  of  them 
came  and  laid  his  device  at  the  feet  of  the  grand 
magi.  They  drew  their  devices  by  lot ;  and  that 
of  Zadig  was  the  laft.  The  firll  v*^ho  advanced  was 
a  certain  lord,  named  Itobad,  very  rich  and  very 
vain,  but  pofTeiTed  of  little  courage,  of  lefs  addrefs, 
and  hardly  of  any  judgment  at  all.  Elis  fervants 
had  perfaaded  him  that  fuch  a  man  as  he  ought 
to  be  king  5    he  had  faid  in  reply,  "  Such  a  man 

as 


to  The   C^mbAt^. 

as  I  ought  to  reign  ;**  and  thus  they  had  armed  hhiJ 
cap-a-pec.  He  wore  an  armour  of  gold  enamelled 
with  green,  a  plume  of  green  feathers,  and  a  lance 
adorned  with  green  ribbands.  It  was  inflantly  per- 
ceived by  the  manner  in  which  Itobad  managed 
his  horfe,  that  it  was  not  for  fuch  a  man  as  him 
that  heaven  referved  the  fcepter  of  Babylon.  The 
firft  knight  that  ran  againfl  him  threw  him  out  of 
his  faddle  ;  the  fecond  laid  him  tlat  on  his  horfe's 
buttocks,  with  hh  legs  in  the  air,  and  his  aruis  ex- 
tended* Itobad  recovered  himfelf,  but  with  fo  bad 
a  grace,  that  the  whole  amphitheatre  burfl  out  a- 
laughing.  The  third  knight  difdained  tomakeufe 
of  his  lance ;  but,  makiilg  a  pafs  at  hini,  took  hint 
by  the  right  leg,  and  wheeHng  him  half-rouhd,  laid 
him  proftrate  on  the  fand*  The  fquires  of  the 
|rames  ran  to  him  laughing,  and  replaced  him  in 
nis  faddle.  The  fourth  combatant  took  him  by 
the  left  leg,  and  tumbled  him  down  on  the  other 
fide.  He  was  conducled  back  with  fcornful  lliouts 
to  his  tent,  where,  according  to  the  law,  he  was  to 
pafs  the  night ;  and  as  he  limped  along,  with  great 
difficulty,  he  laid ;  "  What  an  adventure  for  fuch 
a  marl  as  t  !** 

The  other  knisjhts  acquitted  theinfelves  with 
greater  ability  and  fuccefs.  Some  of  theni  conquer- 
ed two  combatants ;  a  few  of  them  vanquiflied 
three ;  but  nom  but  prince  Otamus  conquered 
four.  At  laft  7,adig  fought  in  his  turn.  He  fuc- 
Ceriively  threw  iour  knights  oil  their  laddies,  with- 
all  the  grace  imaginable.  It  then  remained  to  be 
feeu  who  fliould  be  conquerorj  Otamus  or  Zadig. 
The  arms  of  the  firll  wert;  gold  and  blue,  with  a 
plume  of  the  fune  colour ;  thofe  of  the  laft  v/ere 
white;  The  wifaesof  all  the  fpecl:ators  were  divided 
between  the  knidu  in  blue  and  the  knight  in  white. 

The 
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The  queen,  whofe  heart  was  in  a  violent"  palpita- 
tion, offered  prayers  to  heaven  for  the  Cuccefs  of  ihe 
white  colour. 

The  two  champions  made  their  pafles  and  vaults 
with  fo  much  agility,  they  mutually  gave  and  re- 
ceived fuch  dexterous  blows  with  their  lances,  and 
fat  fo  firmly  in  their  faddles,  that  every  body  but 
the  queen  willied  there  might  be  two  kings  in  Ba- 
bylon. At  length,  their  horfes  being  tired,  and 
their  lances  broken,  Zadig  had  recourfe  to  this 
flratagem :  He  paifes  behind  the  blue  prince ; 
fprings  upon  the  buttocks  oi  his  horfe  ;  feizes  him 
by  the  middle;  throws  him  on  the  earth;  places 
himfelf  in  the  faddle  ;  and  wheels  around  Otamus 
as  he  lay  extended  on  the  ground.  AH  the  amphi- 
theatre cried  out,  "  Victory  to  the  white  knight !" 
Otamus  rifes  in  a  violent  pafiion,  and  draws  his 
fword ;  Zadig  leaps  from  his  horfe  with  his  fabre 
in  his  hand.  Both  of  them  are  now  on  the  ground, 
engaged  in  a  new  combat,  where  itrength  and  agili- 
ty triumph  by  turns.  The  plumqs  of  their  he!- 
,mets,  the  ftuds  of  their  bracelets,  and  the  rings  of 
their  armour,  are  driven  to  a  great  diflance  by  the 
violence  of  a  thoufand  furious  blows.  They  ikiks 
-with  the  point  and  the  edge ;  to  the  right,  to  the 
left ;  on  the  head,  on  the  bread  ;  they  retreat;  they 
advance  ;  they  meafure  fwords ;  they  clofe  ;  ihey 
feize  each  other;  they  bend  like  ferpents ;  they 
attack  like  lions;  and  the  fire  every  moment  flafhes 
from  their  blows.  At  lafl  Zadig,  having  recovered 
his  fpirits,  flops ;  makes  a  feint ;  leaps  upon  Ota- 
mus ;  throws  him  on  the  ground  and  dijarms  him  ; 
and  Otamus  cries  out ;  "  it  is  thou  alone,  O  white 
knighr,  that  oughteft  to  reign  over  Babylon!"  The 
queen  was  now  at  the  height  of  her  joy.     The 
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knight,  in  blue  armour,  and  the  knight  in  white, 
were  concucled  each  to  his  own  apartment,  as  well 
as  all  ihe  orhers.  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
law.  Mutes  came  to  wait  iipon  them,  and  toferve 
them  at  table.  It  may  be  eafily  fuppofed  that  the 
queen's  little  mute  waited  upon  Zadig.  They  were 
then  left  to  themfelves,  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of  re- 
pofe  till  next  morning,  at  which  time  the  conquer- 
or was'  to  bring  his  device  to  the  grapd  magi,  to 
compare  it  with  that  which  he  had  left,  and  make 
himfelf  known. 

Zadig,  though  deeply  in  love,  w;as  fo  much 
fatigued  that  he  could  not  help  keeping.  Itobad, 
who  lay  near  him,  never  clofed  his  eyes.  '  le 
arofe  in  the  night,  entered  his  apartment,  took 
the  white  arms  and  the  device  of  Zadig,  and  put 
his  green  armour  ip  their  place,  At  break  of  day, 
he  went  boldly  to  the  grand  rnagi,  to  declare  that 
fo  great  a  man  as  he  was  conqueror.  This  was 
little  expected  ;  however,  he  was  proclaimed  while 
Zadig  was  fiill  ailcep.  Aflarte,  furprifedand  filled 
with  defpair,  returned  to  Babylon.  The  amphi-. 
theatre  was  aimed  empty,  when  Zadig  awcl  e  ;  he 
ibir^ht  for  his  arms,  but  could  find  i)one  but  the 
green  armour.  "i^Vith  this  he  was  obliged  to  covef 
himfelf,  having  nothing  elfe  near  him.  Allonifhed 
and  enraged,  he  put  it  on  in  a  lurious  palT.on, 
and  advanced  in  this  equipage. 

The  people  that  ftijl  remained  in  the  amphir 
theatre  and  the  chcus  received  him  with  hoots  and 
hifTes.  They  furrounded  him,  and  infulted  him  to 
Lis  face.  Never  did  man  fuller  fuch  cruel  mortifi- 
cati(  ns.  He  loft  his  patience ;  with  his  filbre  he  dif- 
perfed  fuch  of  the  populace  as  dared  to  affront  him  ; 
but  he  knew  not  what  courfe  to  take.  lie  could 
npi  ffcc  the  queen  ;  he  could  not  claim  thfe  white 
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armoiir  fhs  had  fent  hun,  without  expofing  her ; 
and  thus,  while  fhe  was  plunged  in  grief,  he  was 
filled  with  fury  and  dillratHon.  He  walked  on  the 
banks  of  the  Euphrates,  faliy  perfuaded  that  his 
ftar  had  deftined  him  to  inevitable  mi'cry;  and  re- 
volving in  his  mind  all  his  misfortuneSj  from  the 
adventure  of  the  wom:m  who  hated  one-eyed  men,- 
to  that  of  his  armour;  •■'  This  (faid  he,)  is  the 
confequence  of  my  having  flept  too  long.  Had  I 
llept  lefs,  I  Hiould  now  have  been  king  of  Babylon, 
Jmd  in  pofleffion  df  Allarte.  Knowledge,  virtue, 
and  courage,  have  hitherto  ferved  only  to  make 
nie  miferable/'  He  then  let  fall  fome  fecret  mur- 
murings  againfl:  Providence,  and  was  tempted  to 
believe  that  the  world  was  governed  by  a  cruel  def- 
iiny,^  which  opprefTcd  the  good,  and  profpered 
knights  in  green  armour.  One  of  his  grcateH: 
mortifications  was  his  being  obliged  to  wear  that 
green  armour  which  had  expod'ed  him  to  fuch  con- 
tumelious treatment,  A  m\jrchant  happening  to 
pafs  by,  he  fold  it  to  him  for  a  trifle^  and  bought  a 
gown  and  a  long  bomiet.  In  this  garb  he  pro- 
ceeded along  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  filled 
"^/ith  defpair,  and  fecretly  accufing  Providence,- 
which  thus  continued  to  perfccute  hrm  with  unre- 
mitting feverity. 
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WHILE  he  was  thus  fauntering,  he  met  a 
hermit,  whofe  white  and  venerable  beard 
hung  down  to  his  girdle.  He  held  a  book  in  his 
hand,  which  he  read  with  great  attention.  Zadig 
ftopt,  and  made  him  a  profound  obeifance.  The 
hermit  refurned  the  compliment  ^^ithfuch  a  noble 
L  2  ani 
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and  enc;a2,ing  air,  that  Zadig  had  the  curiofity  to 
enter  into  converfation  wuh  him.  He  afked  him 
what  book  it  was.  that  he  had  been  reading?  "  It 
is  the  book  of  de.^inies  (faid  the  hermit ;;  wouldlt 
ihoii  choofe  to  look  into  it?"  He  put  the  book  into 
the  hands  of  Zadig,  who,  thoroughly  verfed  as  he 
was  in  fcveral  languages,  could  not  decypher  a 
fmgle  chara6ter  of  ir.  I'his  only  redoubled  his 
curiofity.  ''  Thou  feemeil  (faid  this  good  father,) 
to  be  in  gre^t  diflrefs."  "  Alas  !  (replied  Zadig,) 
I  have  but  too  much  reafon,"  '  If  thou  wilt  per- 
mit mc  to  accompany  thee  (refumed  the  old  man,) 
perhaps^  1  may  be  of  fome  fervice  to  thee.  I  have 
often  poured  the  balm  of  confolatlon  into  the  bleed- 
ing heart  of  the  unhappy."  Zadig  felt  hnnfelf  in- 
fpired  with  refped  for  the  air,  the  beard,  and  the 
book  of  the  hermit.  He  found,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  conVerfation,  that  he  was  poflelfed  of  fiiperior 
degrees  of  knovv  ledge.  The  hermit  talked  of  fate, 
of  juflice,  of  morals,  of  the  chief  good,  of  human 
weakncfs,  aiid  of  viftue  and  vice,  with  fucha  fpirit- 
ed  and  moving  eloquence,  that  Zadig  felt  himfelf 
drawn  toward  hitn  by  an  irrefillJble  charm.  He 
carneftly  entreated  ther  favour  of  his  company  till 
their  return  t?o  Babylon.  **  I  aik  the  fame  favour 
of  thee  (faid  the  old  maTi ;)  fwear  to  me  by  Oro- 
mazes,  that  whatever  I  do,  thou  wilt  ^ot  leave  me 
for  fome  days.*'  Zadig  fwore,  and  they  fet  out 
together. 

In  the  evening,  thie  two  travellers  arrived  at  a 
a  fuperb  caft'le.  The  hermit  entreated  a  hdfpitable 
reception  for  himfolf  and  the  yonrig  man  who  ac- 
companied him.  The  porter,  whorti  6ne  mighf 
have  eafily  millaken  for  a  great  lord',  introduced 
them  with  a  kind  of  difdainful  civility.  He  pre- 
feiittd  them  to  a  principal  domeltic,  who  Ihewed 
'     .  them 
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them  his  ma(l:er*s  magnificent  apartments.  They 
were  admitted  to  the  lower  end  of  the  table,  with- 
out being  honoured  with  the  leaft  mark  of  regard 
by  the  lord  of  the  caflle ;  but  they  were  ferved,  Uke 
the  red,  with  delicacy  and  profufion.  They  were 
then  prefented  with  water  to  wadi  their  hands,  in  a 
golden  bafon  adorned  with  emeralds  and  rubies. 
At  laft  they  were  conducted  to  bed  in  a  beautiful 
apartment ;  and,  in  the  morninfr,  a  domeflic 
brought  each  of  them  a  piece  of  gold,  after  which 
they  tOvok  their  leave  and  departed. 

"  The  maftcr  of  the  houfe  (^faid  Zadig,  as  they 
were  proceeding  on  the  journey,)  appears  to  be  a- 
generous  man,  though  ibmewhat  too  proud :  he 
nobly  performs  the  duties  of  hofpitalit)'."  At  that 
inftant  he  obferved,  that  a  kind  of  large  pocket, 
which  the  hermit  had,  was  filled  and  didended  : 
and  upon  looking  more  narrowly,  he  found  that  it 
contained  the  golden  balon  adorned  with  precious 
ftones,  which  the  hermit  had  fcolen.  He  durd' 
not  then  take  any  notice  of  it;  but  he  was  filled 
with  a  drange  furprife. 

About  noon,  the  hermit  came  to  the  door  of 
a  paultry  houfe,  inhabited  by  a  rich  mifer,  and 
begged  the  favour  of  an  hofpi table  reception  for 
a  few  hours.  An  old  fervant,  in  a  tattered  garb, 
received  them  with  a  blunt  and  rude  air,  and  led 
them  into  the  dable,  where  he  gave  them  fome  rot* 
ten  olives,  mouldy  bread,  and  four  beer.  The 
hermit  ate  and  drank  with  as  much  feeming  fatif- 
fadion  as  he  had  done  the  evening  before;  and 
then  addreding  himfelf  to  the  old  fervant,  who 
watched  them  both,  to  prevent  their  dealing  any 
filing,  and  rudely  preded  them  to  depart,  he  gave 
him'  the  two  pieces  of  gold  he  had  received  in  the 
ftiorning,  and   thanked  him  for  his  great  civility  : 

"  Pray 
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*'  Pray  (added  he,)  allow  me  to  fpeak  t^  tKy  maf- 
ter."  The  jcrvant,  filled  with  alloniilinient,  intro- 
duced the  two  travellers.  "  Magnificent  lord! 
(laid  the  hermic,)  I  cannot  but  return  thee  my  mod 
humble  thanks  for  the  noble  manner  in  which  thou 
haft  entertained  us.  Be  plealed  to  accept  of  this 
goldtn  bafon  as  a  fmall  mark  of  my  gratitude." 
The  mifer  ftarted,  and  was  ready  to  fall  backwards  j 
but  the  hermit,  without  giving;  him  time  to  recover 
from  his  furprife,  inftanriy  depaited  with  his  young 
fellow-traveller.  "  Father  (laid  Zadig,)  what  is 
the  meaning  of  all  this  ?  thou  fecmeft  to  mt  to  be 
entirely  dilFerent  ffom  other  men  ;  thou  ftealeft  a- 
golden  bafon  adorned  with  precious  ft  ones,  from  a- 
lord  who  received  thee  magnificently,  and  giveft  it 
to  a  mifer  who  treats  tliee  with  indignity.'*  "  Son' 
(replied  the  old  man.)  this  magnificent  lord,  who 
receives  ftrangers  only  from  vanity  and  oftcntationy 
will  hereby  be  rendered  more  wile  5  and  the  mifer 
will  learn  to  pracli(e  the  duties  of  hofpitality.  Be 
furprifcd  at  nothing,  but  follow  mc."  Zadig  knew 
not  as  yet  whether  he  was. in  company  with  the 
fnoit  fo'olifli  or  the  moft  prudent  of  mankind  ;  but 
the  hermit  fpoke  with  fuch  an  afcendancy,  that 
Zadig,  who  was  moreover  bound  by  his  oath,  could 
not  refufe  to  follow  him. 

In  the  evening,  they  arrived  at  a  hotife  buih  with- 
equal  elegance  and  fimplicity,  where  nothing  fa- 
voured either  of  p  odigality  or  avarice.  The' 
maftcr  of  it  was  a  philolbpher,  who  had  retired*, 
from  the  world,  and  who  cultivated  in  peace  the 
ftudy  of  virtue  and  wifdom,  without  any  of  that 
rigid  and  morofe  feverity,  fo  eommonly  to  be 
found  in  men  of  his  chara<iter.  He  had  chofcn  ta 
build  this  country-houfe  in  which  he  received  ftran- 
gers  wiih  a  generofity  f»ee  from  oftentation.     He 

wcat 
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went  himfelf  to  meet  the  two  travellers,  whom  hs 
led  into  a  cominodiou:^  apartaient,  where  he  deli- 
red  them  to  repofe  themrelves  a  little.  Soon  after 
he  came  and  invited  them  to  a  decent  and  well  or- 
dered repait,  during  which  he  fpoke  with  great 
iiidgmeut  of  the  lafl  revolutions  in  Babylon.  He 
ieemed  to  be  firongly  attached  to  the  queen,  and 
wifhed  that  Zadig  had  appeared  in  the  lifts  to  dif- 
pute  the  crown:  "  But  the  people  (added  he,)  do 
not  deferve  to  have  fuch  a  kin-T;  as  '/adi^^."  Zadior 
blufiied,  and  felt  his  griefs  redoubled.  They  a- 
greed,  in  thecourfe  of  the  converfation,  that  th,e 
thinors  of  this  world  did  not  always  anfwer  the  wifh- 

O  J 

es  of  the  wife.  The  hermit  iHll  n^aintained  that 
the  ways  of  Providence  were  Inicrutable;  and  that 
men  were  in  the  wrong  to  judge  of  a  whole,  of 
which  they  underilood  but  the  fmalted:  parr. 

They  talked  of  the  pafllons  ;  "  Ah  (laid  Zadig,) 
how  fatal  are  their  eileds  !'*  ^'They  are  the  winds 
(replied  the  hermit,)  that  fwell  the  fails  of  thefliip: 
it  is  true,  they  fometimes  fmk  her,  but  without 
them  (h^  could  not  fail  at  ail.  The  bile  makes  u^ 
Tick  and  cholerick ;  but  without  the  bile  we  could 
not  'live.  Every  thing  in  this  world  is  dangerous, 
and  yet  everything  in  it  is  neceifary.'* 

The  converfation  turned  on  pleafure ;  and  the 
hermit  proved  that  it  was  a  prcient  bellowed  by 
the  deity:  "  For  (faid  he.)  man  cannot  give  him- 
felf either  fenfations  or  ideas  :  he  receives  ail;  and 
pain  and  pleafure  proceed  from  a  foreign  cauie  as 
well  as  his  being." 

Zadig  waq  furprifcd  to  fee  a  man,  who  had  been 
guilty  offucQ  extravagant  actions,  capable  of  rea. 
foning  with  fo  much  judgment  and  propriety.  At 
lalf,  after  a  converfation  equally  entertaining  snd 
jnflru^tive,  the   hod  led  back  his  two  guedts  to 

their 
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their  apartment,  bleffing  heaven  for  having  fent 
him  two  men  poiletrcd  of  fo  much  v/ifdom  and 
virtue.  He  oiTered  them  money,  with  fuch  an 
eafy  and  noble  air  as  could  not  poffibly  give  any 
offence.  The  hermit  refufed  it,  and  faid  that  he 
rnuil  now  take  his  leave  of  him,  as  he  propofed  to 
fet  out  for  Babylon  before  it  was  light.  Their 
parting  was  tender ;  Zadig  efpecially  felt  hinifelf 
filled  with  eileeni  and  alfedion  for  a  man  of  fuch 
an  amiable  character. 

When  he  and  the  hen^iit  were  alone  in  their 
apartment,  they  fpent  a  long  time  in  praifmg  their 
hoft.  At  break  of  day,  the  old  man  awakened  his 
companion.  "  We  mud:  now  depart  (faid  he;) 
but  while  all  the  family  are  flill  aflcep,  I  will  leave 
this  man  a  mark  of  my  efleem  and  alfedion."  So 
faying,  he  took  a  candle  and  fet  lire  to  the  houfe. 
Zadig,  (truck  with  horror,  cried  aloud,  and  endea- 
voured to  hinder  him  from  committing  fuch  a  bar- 
barous aQion  ;  but  the  hermit  drew  him  away  by 
a  fuperior  force,  and  the  houfe  was  foon  in  flames. 
The  hermit,  who,  with  his  companion,  was  already 
at  a  confiderable  diflance,  looked  back  to  the  con- 
flagration with  great  tranquillity.  ''  Thanks  be  to 
God  (faid  he,)  the  houfe  of  my  dear  hoft  is  entire- 
ly dellroyed !  Happy  man  !*'  At  thefe  words  Zadig 
was  at  once  tempted  to  burft  out  a-laughing,  to 
reproach  the  reverend  father,  to  beat  him,  and  to 
run  away.  But  he  did  none  of  all  thefe ;  for  ftill  fub- 
dued  by  the  powerful  afcendency  of  the  hermit,  he 
followed  him,  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  to  the  next  ftage. 

This  was  at  the  houfe  of  a  charitable  and  vir- 
tuous widow,  who  had  a  nephew  fourteen  years  of 
age,  a  handfome  and  promifmg  youth,  and  her  on- 
ly hope.  She  performed  the  honours  of  her  houfe 
as  well  as  fhe  could.    Next  day,  fhe   ordered  her.. 

nephew 
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nephe.w  to^-  accompany .  the .  ilrangers  to  a>  bridge,  • 

which  being  lately  broken  doT?zn,    \\'Tis. become- eii*- 

tremely   dangerous  in  palFnigi.     The  young  ^lah 

walked  before  them  with  great. alacrity ;.:   Asdiev 

were  .cjoffing  the  bridge,  "  iCome,  (faid  -the  hermit  • 

to  the  youth,).  J  mult  ihcw  niy  gratitude  to'ihy 

aunt.*'  .He  then  took  him  by.tfcehair,  aad.pluijiged- 

'him,iuto  the:  river.    The  boy  Tunk,  appeared  agaiii 

on  the  furface  of  ihe  water,  and  was :f wallowed  up- 

by  the  current.     "  O  moiifler  !  ()  thou  moft  wic- ' 

ked  of  mankind )!"  cried  Zadig.  "  Thou  promifedlb* 

to  behave  with  greater- patience  (faid  the:  hermit^  ■ 

interrupting  him.)    Kuovvy  that  under  the  ruins  of' 

that  houfe  wkicb  Providence  hath  fet  on  fire,  the-^ 

mailer  hath   found  an   imanenfe  tTeafure:-  know, 

that. this  .young  man,  whofe?  Hfe  Providence- ha^Iv- 

fhortened,  would  have  aQkilinated  his  aunt  in  the 

fpace  of  a  year,  and  thee  in  that  of  two."    "  Who 

told  thee  fo,;  barbarian?  (cried  Zadig;)  and  tho* 

thou  hadfl:  read  this  eventin  thy  book  of  doibinies,'^ 

art  thoa  permitted  to  drov/n   a   youth   whenever 

.did  thee -any  harm?"  .       ). 

While  the  Babvlonian  was  thus  exclaiming-,  'fee*  ■ 
.cbferved  that  the  old  man  had  no  longer  a-beard,-- 
and  that  his  countenance  affumed  the  features  artd-- 
complexion  of  youth..    The  hermit's  habit  difap-  - 
peared,  aad  four  beautifijl wings  covered  amajef-    - 
tic  body  refpiendent  with  light.    *'  O  fent  of  hea- 
ven ! .  O  divine  .angel !  (cried  Zadig,  humbly  pr-tf- 
llrating  himfelf  on  the  .ground,)  haft  thou  thence- 
fcendedfrom  the  Empyrean,  to  teach  a  wfeak'mor^ 
tal  to  fubmit  to  the  eternal  decrees  of  Pro  valence  ? 
*'  Men,  (faid  the  angel  Jefrad,)  judge  of  9-^  without 
knowing  any  thing  ;  and,  of  all  men,  J^ou  belt  de- 
ferved  to  .be,  enlightened."    Zadig  pegged   to   be 
permitted  toifpeak  ;    "  I  diftruft  ir/felf  (faid  he,) 
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but  may  I  prefume  to  aflc  the   favour  of  thee  tq 
clear  up  one  doubt  that  ilill  remains  in  my  mind  ; 
would  it  not  have  been  better  to  have  correfted 
this  youth,  and  made  him  virtuous,  than   to  have 
drowned  him  ?"   Had   he   been  virtuous  (replied 
Jefrad,)  and  enjoyed  a  longer  life,  it  would  have 
been  his  fate  to  be   aflaffmated   himfelf,   together 
with  the  wife   he  would   have  married,  and  the 
fhild  he  would  have  had  by  her.*'  "  But  why  (faid 
Zadig,)  is  it  neceffary  that  there  {hould  be  crimes 
and  misfortunes,  and  that  thefe  misfortunes  fhould 
fall  on  the  good  ?*'  *'  The  wicked  (replied  Jefrad,) 
are  always  unhappy :  they  ferve  to  prove  and  try 
the  fmall  number  of  the  juft  that  arefcattered  thro' 
the  earth  ;  and  there  is  no  evil  that  is  not  produc- 
tive of  fonie  good."    "  But  (faid  Zadig,)   fuppofe 
there  were  nothing  but  good  and   no  evil  at  all." 
"  Then  (replied  Jefrad,^  this  earth  would  be  another 
earth  :  the  chain  of  events  would  be  ranged  in  an- 
other order  and  directed  by  wifdom ;  but  this  other 
orcjer,  which  would  be   perfeft,   can  exilt  only  in 
the  eternal  abode  of  the  Supreme  Being,  to  which 
no  evil  can   approach.    The   Deity   hath   created 
millions  of  worlds,  among  which  there  is  not  one 
that  refembles  another.    This  immenfe  variety  is 
the  effed  of  his  immenfe   power.    There   are   not 
two  leaves  among  the  trees  of  the  earth,  nor  two 
globes  in  the  unlimited  expanfe  of  heaven,  that  are 
exadly  fimilar ;  and  all  that  thou  feed  on  the  little 
atom  in   which  thou  art  born,  ought  to  be  in  its 
proper  time  and  .place,  according  to  the  immutable 
decrees  of  him  who  comprehends  all.    Men  think 
that  this  cs\\\d  who  hath  juft  periflied  is  fallen  into 
the  water  bj  chance  ;  and  that  it  is   by   the  fame 
chance  that  t'£\is  lioufe  is  burnt :  but  there  is  no 
fnch  thing  as  cha^xe  ;  all  is  either  a  trial,  or  a  pu- 

nifhment. 


Ilie     A  £  N  i  G  M  A 


91 


ninm:^!!!-,  or  a  reward,  or  a  forefight.  Remember 
the  fiflierman,  who  thought  hlmfelf  the  mod  wretch- 
ed of  mankhid.  Oromazes  fent  thee  to  change  his 
late.  Ceafe  then,  frail  mortal,  to  difpute  againffc 
what  thoa  oughtefl  to  adore."    "  But,"  (faid  Za- 

dig)  ~—  As  he  pronounced  the  word  "-  Bat/' 

the  angel  took  his  flight  towards  the  tenth  fphere. 
Zadig  on  his  knees  adored  Providence,  and  fub- 
mitted.  The  angel  cried  to  him  from  on  high, 
"  Dired  thy  courfe  towards  Babylon." 
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Z^ADIG,  entranced  as  it  were,  and  like  a  man 
J  about  whofe  head  the  thunder  had  bur(t, 
W'alked  at  random.  He  entered  Babylon  on  the 
very  day  when  thofe  who  had  fought  at  the  tour- 
naments were  afiembled  in  the  grand  veflibuie  of 
the  palace,  to  explain  the  ^Enigmas,  and  to  anfwer 
the  queftions  of  the  grand  magi.  All  the  knights 
were  already  arrived,  except  the  knight  in  green 
armour.  As  foon  as  7.adig  appeared  in  the  city, 
the  people  crowded  round  him  ;  every  eye  was 
fixed  on  him,  every  mouth  bleffed  him,  and  every 
heart  wifhed  him  the  empire.  The  envious  man. 
faw  him  pjlfs  ;  he  frowned  and  turned  afidc  ;  the .. 
people  conduced  him  to  the  place  where  the  af- 
fembiy  was  held.  The  queen,  who  was  informed 
of  his  arrival,  became  a  prey  to  the  mod  violent  a- 
gitations  of  hope  and  fear.  She  was  lilled  with 
anxiety  and  apprehenfion.  She  could  not  compre- 
hend why  Zadig  was  without  arms,  nor  w^hy  Itobad 
wore  the  white  armour.  A  confufed  murmur  a- 
rofe  at  the  fight  of  Zadig.  They  were  equally  fur- 
M  2  prifed 


9 1  I'he    A  E  N  I  G  M  A  ^. 

prifed  and  chcirmed  tp  {ct  him ;  but  none  but  the- 

•  knights  who  inad  fought  wt/re  periiiltted  to' appear 

-  in  the  aiTtfmbly^  '-'  '^.'^       '^'   ''     "    '  ■ 

•    "  Ihave  fought  as  well  as  the   other   knights 

(faid  7.adlg,)  b'ltt  'arldther  'here*  wears  my  aritis  ; 

imd  V/h'ile  1  waft   for*' 'the  'Rbnoor  of  f^rbvih'g  the 

truth  of  my  aflertTon,   ■tvdemand  the'liberfy* of  pfe- 

•fenting  myfclf  to  explaiii  the  scnigmas."    Theque- 

ilion  was<  put  to  the  vof6,  artd  his  repu/atiotf  for 

:  probity  was  ftill  fo  'deeply  inVj^reffed  in  'their  itii  Ads, 

that  they  adnihtcd  him  without  fcrirplc. 

The  fii  It  queftion  propofcd  by   the  grand   magi 
was,  "What,  of  all  things    in    the  world,   is  the 
longefl  and  the  fhorteft,  tlie- fwifteft,  and  the  flovv- 
tft,  the  mof^  divifible  jfnd  liie  moft   extended,  the 
mod  negleded   and   the  moll  regrettsd,  without 
which  nothing  can   be-  done,'  which^  devours  all 
that  is  littlcj  and  enlivens  all  tnafis  great?" 
...Itobad  was  to  fpeak.    He  leplied,  that  fo  great 
a  man  as  he  did  not  underRand  cerigmas ;  and 
that  it  was  fufficient  for  him  to  have  conquered,  by 
his  flrength  and  valour.    Some  faidthatjhe  niean* 
ing  of  the  senigma  w^as  Fortune  -j  -fome,'  the  ji'^/ar^th  ; 
and  others,  the  Light.  Zadig  faid  that  it  wiis  Time  : 
'*'  Nothing  ,  added  he)  Is  longer,  (nice  it  is  themea- 
fure  of  eternity  ;  nothing  is  fliorter,  fmce  it  is  in- 
fufficlent  fbr  the  accomplifhment  of  our  projeds  j 
nothing  more  flow  to  him  that  expe^Sts,  nothing 
more  rapid  to  him  that  enjoys  ;  in  grcatneTs  it  ex- 
tends to  infinity,  in  fmallnels  it  is  infinitely  divifible  ; 
all  men  negled  it,  all  regret  the  lofs  of  it ;  notiiing 
can  be  done  without  it  ;    it   configns  to  obhvion 
whatever  is  unworthy  of  being  tranfmitted  topofle- 
rity,  and  it  immortalizes  fuch  adions  as  are  truly 
great."    The  affembly  acknowledged  that  Zadig 
was  in  the  right. 

The 
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The  next  queflion.was: .  ",>Wti^t,.  Is  die, -thing 
"which  we  receive  without  ,di^pks,.whix:h  .we•enjoy 
^wIthout  knowing  how,  .which  ,,we  give  to  q^liers 
,  w'hen  we  know, not  where  we  ^rej.f^nd.  whichfuj^e 
lofe  without  perceiving  it  ?"  ,     ■ 

Everyone   gave  his  qwn  explai)a,tIon.     Tladlg 
alone  guefled  that  it   was^Life,  and    explained,  all 
the  other  senigmas  vv-ith  the  fame  facility.     Itobad 
.^Iways  faid  that  noth,ing  Vv'as  .rqore  eafy,  and  thatl)€ 
,  could  have  anfwered  them  with- the  fame,  re^dinefs, 
,  had  he  chofen   to   have  given  Iiirnfelf  the  trouble. 
_ Que|lions  were, then   propofed"  on  ,  juftice, .  on-  the 
,iovereign  good,  and  on  the  art  of  .gqyermTient.-^- 
Zadlg's  anfw^rs  w.ere  judged. to. be  ttie  moli TqIjil}.. 
/^What  a  pity  is  it   (faicfthey,)  ,th^t  fuch,  a  great 
j;enius  fnould  be  fo  bad  ?  kqight  !'* 

,"  inuilrious  lords  (fyld  7^(^ig,)  I.hfive.had'thie 
hqnour  of  conquering  in  the.toy,],-n^n:\ents..  ^.Itii^to 
me  that  the  Vv'.hite  armour  belongs.  J^ord  Itobad 
^took  poffelli on  of  it  during  my  ileep.  lie  probahl y 
thought  that  it  would  fit  ihiin  ..IpcUer  than  .t;hi£ 
green.  I  am  now  ready  to  pro^ve  i+i  your  p,refence> 
with  my  gown  and  fword,  again(l  all  that  beauti- 
ful white  armour  which  he  took  from  ^ne,  that  it 
is  I  who  have  had  the  honGur  of  conquering  the 
brave  Otamus.** 

Jtobad  accepted  the  challenge  with  the  gr^at^ 
cpnhdence.  He  never  doubted,  but  that,  firmed  as 
he  was,  with  a  helmet,  a  cuiraCs,  and  braifarts,  he 
would  obtain  an  eafy  viclory  oyer  a  chanipipi>  j?^ 
a  cap  and  a  night-gown.  Zadig  drew  his  fwordr 
fainting  the  queen,  who  looked  at  him  with  a  mix- 
ture of  fear  and  joy.  Itobad  drew  his  without  fa- 
luting  any  one.  lie  rufh.ed  upon  Zadig,  like  a  DiaAi 
who  liad  nothing,  to  fear  ;  he  was.  ready  to  clea^y^ 
Lim-in  two.  Zaclig  knew  how  to  ward  off  his  blows, 

by 
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by  opp'ofing  th6'flrongeft  part  of  his  fword  t:o  the 
weakeft  of  that  of  his  adverfary,  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  Itobad's^  fword  was  broken.    Upon  which  Za- 
dig,  feizing  his  enemy  by  the  waifl,  threw  him  on 
the  ground  ;  and  fixing   the  point  of  his  fword  at 
the  extremity  of  his  bread-plate;   "  Suffer  thy- 
.  felf   to  be   difarmed,   (faid  he,)   or  thou    art   a 
dead, man."    Itobad,  altvays   furprifed   at  the  dff- 
graces  that  happened  to  fuch  a  man  as  he,  was  ob- 
liged to  yield  to  Zadig,  who   took  from  him   with 
great  compofure,  his  magnificent  helmet,  his  fuperb 
cuirafs,  his  finebnilTarts,  his  fhining  cuifhes  ;  cloath- 
ed  himfelf  with  them,  and  in  this  drefs  ran  to  throw 
himfdf  at  the  feet  of  Aftiu-te.     Cador  eafily  proved 
that  the  armour  belonged  to  Z-adig.    He  was  ac- 
knowledged king  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  the 
whole  nation,  and  efpecially   by    that   of  Adartc, 
who,  after  fo  many  calamities,  now  tafted  the  ex- 
quifite  pleafure  of  feeing  her  lover  worthy,   in  the 
eyes  of  all  the  world,  to  be  her  hufband.    Itobacl 
went  home  to  be  tailed  lord  in  his  own  houfe.— i- 
y.adig  was  king,  and  was  happy  ;    he  recoileded 
Avhat  the  angel  Jefrad  had  faid   to   him  ;    he  even 
remembered  the  grain  of  fand  that  became  a  dia- 
mond.   The  queen  and  Zadig  adored  Providence. 
He  left  the  capricious  beauty  Miflouf  to  run  thro' 
the  world.     He  fent  in  fearch  of  the  robber  Arbo- 
gad,  to  whom  he  gave  an  lionourable  poll   in  hi^ 
army,  promifing  to  advance  him  to  the  firfl  digni- 
ties, if  he  behaved  like  a  true  warrior  ;  and  threat- 
ening to  hang  him^  Jf  he  followed  the  profeffion  of 
a  ri)l>ber. 

Setoc,  V\ith  the  fair  Almona,  was  called  from  the 
heart  of  Arabia,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
merce of  Babylon.  Cadcr  was  J^referred  and  di- 
Ainguifhed  according  to  his'  great' fer vices.      He 

was 
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v/as  the  friend  of  the  king  ;  and  the  khig  was  then 
the  only  monarch  on  earth  that  had  a  friend.  The 
little  mute  was  not  forgotten.  A  fine  houfe  was 
given  to  the  fifherman  ;  and  Orcan  was  condemned 
to  pay  him  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  to  reftofe 
him  his  wife ;  but  the  fifherman,  who  was  now 
f)ecome  wife,  took  only  the  money. 

But  neither  could  the  beautiful  Semirabe  comfort- 
ed, for  having  believed  that  Zadig  would  be  blind  of 
an  eye  ;  nor  did  Azora  ceafe  to  lament  her  having 
attempted  to  cut  ofFhis  nofe  :  their  griefs,  however, 
he  foftened  by  his  prefents.  The  envious  man  died 
pf  rage  and  fhame.  The  em.pire  enjoyed  peace, 
glory,  and  plenty.  This  was  the  happieft  age  of 
the  earth  ;  it  was  governed  by  love  and  juftlce.  The 
people  blefled  Zadig,  and  Zadig  blelTed  heayen. 


The 
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The     WORLD'  as     it     Goes, 

The  Vifion  of  B  A  B  O  U  C*. 

Wrilt^h  Sy'irimrdf. 


AMONG  the  gehir,  wh6  preficie  over  ttie  eiH*- 
Jird^  of  the  '  earth,  'Ithuricl  helH  one  'oif  the 
firfl:rar>1^s,  andhadthe  departr»ient  of  Upper  Alia. 
He  one  morning  defctnded  into  the  abode  of  Ba- 
bouc,  the  Scythian,  who  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the 
Oxus,  and  faid  to  him ;  "  fiabouc,  the  follies  and 
vices  of  the  Perfians  have  drawn  upon  them  our 
indignation  ;  yellcrday  wa§  held  an  aflembly  of  the 
genii  of  Upper  Afia,  to  confider  whether  we  would 
chaflife  Perfepolis,  or  deftroy  it  entirely.  Go  to 
that  city  ;  examine  every  thing  ;  return  and  give 
me  a  faithful  account;  and,  according  to  thy  re- 
port, I  will  then  determine  whether  to  correal  or 
extirpate  the  inhabitants."  "But,  my  lord,  (faid Ba- 
bouc  with  great  humility,)  I  hiive  never  been  in 
Perfia,  nor  do  I  know  a  fmgle  perfon  in  that  coun- 
try." "  So  much  the  better  (faid  the  angel,)  thou 
wilt  betlip  more  impartial;  thou  hafl  received  from 
heaven  the  fpirit  of  difccrnment,  to  which  I  now 
add  the  power  of  infpiring  confidence.     Go,   fee, 

hear, 

^  This  appears  to  be  a  fatirjc  on  the  clry  of  Paris. 
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iiear^  obferve,  and  fear  nothing  ;  thou  iTialt  every- 
where meet  with  a  favourable  reception. 

Bdbouc  mounted  his  camel,  and  fet  out  with  his 
fervants.  After  having  travelled  iome  days,  he 
met,  near  the  plains  of  Senaar,  the  Perfian  army, 
which  was  going  to  attack  the  forces  of  India.  lie 
firft  addrefled  himfelf  to  a  foldier,  whom  he  found 
at  a  diitance  from  the  main  arniy;  and  alked  him 
what  was  the  occafion  of  the  war.  ''  By  all  the  gods, 
(faid  the  foldier,)  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter.  It 
is  none  of  my  bufinefs ;  my  trade  is  to  kill  and  be 
killed,  to  get  a  livelihood.  It  is  of  no  confequence 
to  me  whom  I  ferve.  To  morrow,  perhaps,  I  may 
go  over  to  the  Indian  camp ;  for  it  is  faid  that  they 
give  their  foldiers  nearly  half  a  copper  drachma 
a  day  more  than  we  have  in  this  ciirfcd  fervice  of 
Perfia  :  if  thou  delireH  to  know  why  we  fight,  fpeak 
to  my  captain.-' 

Babouc,  having  given  the  foldier  a  fntall  prefent, 
ientered  the  camp.  He  foon  became  acquainted 
with  the  captain,  and  afk.ed  him  the  fubject  of  the 
war.  "  How  Can  ft  thou  imagine  that  1  fliould 
know  it  ?  (faid  the  captain,)  or  of  what  importance 
is  it  to  me  ?  I  live  about  two  hundred  leagues  from 
iPci-fepolis ;  I  hear  that  war  is  declared  ;  1  inftantly 
leave  my  family,  and,  having  nothing  elfe  to  do, 
go,  according  to  our  cuflom,  to  ralfe  my  fortune. 
Or  to  fall  by  a  glorious  death."  "  But  are  not 
thy  companions  (laid  Babouc,)  a  little  better  in- 
formed than  thee  ?"  "  No,  (faid  thf  officer,)  there 
are  none  but  our  principal  fatrapes  that  know  the 
true  caufe  of  our  cutting  One  another's  throats," 

Babouc,   ilruck  with  alloniihment,  introduced 

himfelf  to  the  generals,  and  foon  became  familiarly 

Acquamted  wit  a  them.     At  lafl  one  of  them  faid  ; 

t  N  '«  I^he 
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*'  The  caufe  of  this  war,  which  for  twenty  years 
pafh  hath  defolated  Afia,  fprang  originally  from  a 
quarrel  between  a  eunuch  belonging  to  one  of  the 
concubines  of  the  great  king  of  Perfia,  and  the 
clerk  of  a  factory  belonging  to  the  great  king  of 
India.  The  difpute  was  about  a  claim,  which  a- 
mounted  nearly  to  the  thirtieth  part  of  a  daric.  Our 
firft  minifter  and  that  of  India  maintained  the  rights 
of  their  mafters  with  becoming  dignity :  the  dif- 
pute grew  warm  :  both  parties  fent  into  the  field 
an  army  of  a  million  of  foldiers.  This  army  mud 
be  every  year  recruited  with  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  men.  MaiTacres,  burning  of  houfes, 
ruin  and  devaftation,  are  daily  multiplied  ;  the 
univerfe  fuffers;  and  their  mutual  animofity  (lill 
continues.  The  firft  miniflers  of  the  two  nations 
frequently  proteft,  that  they  have  nothing  in  view 
but  the  happinefs  of  mankind  ;  and  every  protefta^ 
tion  is  attended  with  the  deflrudion  of  a  town,  or 
the  defolation  of  a  province*. 

JSext  day,  on  a  report  being  fpread  that  peace 
was  going  to  be  concluded,  the  Perfian  and  Indian 
generals  made  hafte  to  come  to  an  engagmcnr. 
The  battle  was  long  and  bloody.  Babouc  beheld 
every  crime,  and  every  abomination ;  he  was  wit- 
iicfs  to  the  arts  and  ilratagems  of  the  principal  fa- 
trapes,  who  did  ail  that  lay  in  their  power  to  ex- 
pofc  their  general  to  the  difgrace  of  a  defeat.  He 
faw  officers  killed  by  their  own  troops,  and  foldiers 
flabbing  their  already  expiring  comrades,  in  order 
to  (trip  them  of  a  few  bloody  garments,  torn  and 

co- 


*  Such  indeed  are  the  trifling  caufcs,  which  often  produce 
torror>  mifcry,  and  devaftation. 
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covered  with  dirt.  He  entered  the  hofpitals,  to 
which  they  were  conveying  the  wounded,  moll  of 
whom  died  through  the  inhuman  negligence  of 
thofe  who  were  well  paid  by  the  king  of  Perfia  to 
aflift  thefe  unhappy  men.  "  Are  thefe  men,  (cried 
Babouc, '  or  are  they  wild  beads?  Ah !  I  plainly  fee 
that  Perfepolis  will  be  deftroyed.*' 

Full  of  this  thought,  he  went  over  to  the  camp 
of  the  Indians,  where,  according  to  the  predidion 
of  the  genii,  he  was  as  well  received  as  in  that  of 
the  Perfians ;  but  he  faw  there  the  very  fame  crimes 
which  had  already  filled  him  with  horror.  "  Oh ! 
(faid  he  to  himfelf,)  if  the  angel  Ithuriel  fliould  ex- 
terminate the  Perlians,  the  angel  of  India  mufl  cer- 
tainly deftroy  the  Indians."  But  being  afterwards 
more  particularly  informed  of  all  that  pafledin  both 
armies,  he  heard  of  fuch  a6ls  of  generofity,  huma- 
nity, and  greatnefs  of  foul,  as  at  once  furprifed  and 
charmed  him  :  "  Unaccountable  mortals !  as  ye 
are,  (cried  he,)  how  can  you  thus  unite  fo  much 
bafeneCs  and  fo  much  grandeur,  fo  many  virtues 
and  fo  many  vices !" 

Meanwhile  the  peace  was  proclaimed  ;  and  the 
generals  of  the  two  armies,  neither  of  whom  had 
gained  a  complete  victory,  but  who,  for  their  own 
private  intereft,  had  fhed  the  blood  of  fo  many  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  went  to  fohcit  their  courts 
for  rewards.  The  peace  was  celebrated  in  public 
writings,  which  announced  the  return  of  virtue  and 
happinefs  to  the  earth.  "  God  be  praifed,  (faid 
Babouc,)  Perfepolis  will  now  be  the  abode  of  ipot- 
lefs  innocence,  and  will  not  be  deftroy ed,  as  the 
cruel  genii  intended.  Let  us  hafte  without  delay 
to  this  capital  of  Afia." 

N  2  He 
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He  entered  that  immenfe  city  by  the  ancient 
gate,  which  was  entirely  barbarous,  and  offended 
the  eye  by  its  difagreeable  rufticity.  All  that  part 
of  the  town  favoured  of  the  time  when  it  was  built; 
for,  notwithflandingtheobftinacy  of  men,  in  praif- 
jng  ancient  at  the  expence  of  modern  times,  it  muft 
be  owned  that  the  firfl  eflays  in  every  art  are  rude 
and  unfiniflied. 

Babouc  mingled  in  a  crowd  of  people,  compofcd 
of  the  moft  nady  and  deformed  of  both  fexes,  who 
were  thronging  with  a  (lupid  air  into  a  large  and 
gloomy  inclofure.  By  the  conflant  hum  ;  by  the 
geilures  of  the  people  5  by  the  money  which  feme 
perfons  gave  to  others  for  the  liberty  of  fitting 
down,  he  imagined  that  he  was  in  a  market,  where 
chairs  were  fold :  but  obferving  feveral  women  fail 
down  on  their  knees,  with  an  appearance  of  looking 
directly  before  them,  while  in  reality  they  were 
leering  at  the  men  by  their  fides,  he  was  foon  con- 
vinced that  he  was  in  a  templie.  Shrill,  hoarfe, 
favage,  and  difcordant  voices,  made  the  vault  re- 
echp  with  ill-jarticulated  founds,  that  produced  the 
fame  efi'e£t  as  the  braying  of  wild  affes,  when,  in 
the  plains  of  Pitlavia,  they  anfwer  the  cornet  that 
calls  them  together.  He  flopped  his  cars  ;  but  he 
■was  ready  to  fiiut  his  eyes  and  hold  his  nofe,  w  hen 
he  faw  feveral  labourers  enter  into  the  temple  with 
crows  and  fpades,  who  removed  a  large  ftone,  and 
threw  up  the  earth  on  both  fides,  from  whence  ex- 
haled a  peftilential  vapour :  at  laft  ibme  others  ap- 
proached, depofited  a  dead  body  in  the  opening, 
and  replaced  the  ftone  upon  it.  *'  What  i  (cried 
3febouc,)  do  thefe  people  .bury  their  dead  in  the 
place  where  they  adore  the  Deity  ?  What !  are  their 

temples 
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temples  paved  with  carcafes  ?  I  am  no  longer  fur- 
pi  ifed  at  thofe  peflilential  difeafes  *  that  frequently 
depopulate  Perfepolis.  The  putrefadion  of  the 
dead,  and  the  infe£bed  breath  of  fuch  numbers  of 
the  living,  aflembled  and  crowded  together  in  the 
fame  place,  are  iafficient  to  poifon  the  whole  ter- 
reftriai  globe.  Oh  i  what  an  abominable  city  is 
Perfepoiis  !  The  angels  probably  intend  to  deftroy 
it,  in  order  to  build  a  more  beautiful  one  in  its 
place,  and  to  people  it  with  inhabitants  w^ho  are 
more  virtuous  and  better  fingers.  Providence 
may  have  its  reafons  for  fo  doing  j  to  its  difpofal 
let  us  leave  ail  future  events," 


Meanwhile  the  fun  approached  his  meridiaa 
height.  Babouc  w^as  to  dine  at  the  other  end  of 
the  city  with  a  lady,  for  whom  her  hufband,  an  of- 
ficer in  the  army,  had  given  him  fome  letters  :  but 
he  firft  took  feveral  turns  in  Perfepolis  ;  where  he 
faw  other  temples,  better  built  and  more  richly  a- 
dorned,  filled  with  a  polite  audience,  and  refounding 
with  harmonious  mufic ;  he  beheld  public  fountains, 
ivhich,  tho'  ijl-placed,  flruck  the  eye  by  their  beau- 
ty -^  fcjuarcs  where  the  bell  kings  that  had  govern- 
ed 


*  Indeed  one  would  imagine  that  the  Eurc^e^in  churches,  ef- 
j)ecially  in  this  kingdom,  had  been  contiived  in  order  to  difguft 
the  people,  and  deter  them  from  public  worihip.  The  chilling 
dampnefs  which  reigns  in  every  ch«rch,  efpecially  in  the  win- 
,tjer,  is  not  more  pernicious  to  the  health,  tlian  the  earthy  cada- 
y^rous  fmeli  is  to  the  fenfe  •,  and  the  eye  is  entertained  with  a 
.variety  of  funeral  epitaphs  and  omaraents,  which  cannot  f^ul  to 
excite  fuperliitious  horror  in  faiads  naturally  fufceptible  of 
gloomy  imprelBons. 


102.  The  World  as  It  Goes. 

cd  Perfia  feemed  to  breathe  in  bronze,  and  others 
where  he  heard  the  people  crying  out ;  *'  When 
fliall  we  fee  our  beloved  mafler  ?'*  He  admired 
the  magnificent  bridges  built  over  the  river ;  the  fu- 
perb  and  commodious  quays  ;  the  palaces  raifed  on 
both  fides ;  and  an  immenfe  houfe,  where  thoufands 
of  old  foldiers,  covered  with  fears  and  crowned 
with  vidory,  offered  their  daily  praifes  to  the  god 
of  armies  *.  At  laft  he  entered  the  houfe  of  the 
lady,  who,  with  a  fet  of  falhionable  people,  waited 
his  company  to  dinner.  The  houfe  was  neat  and 
elegant ;  the  repaft  deUcious ;  the  lady  young,  beau- 
tiful, witty,  and  engaging ;  and  the  company  wor- 
thy of  her  ;  and  Babouc  every  moment  faid  to  him- 
felf,  ''  The  angel  Ithuriel  has  little  regard  for  the 
world,  or  he  would  never  think  of  deftroying  fuch 
9  charming  city.** 


In  the  mean  time  he  obferved  that  the  lady,  who 
had  begun  by  tenderly  alking  news  about  her  huf- 
band,  fpoke  ilill  more  tenderly  to  a  young  magi,  to- 
wards the  conclufion  of  the  repaft.  He  faw  a  ma- 
giftrate,  who,  in  prefence  of  his  wife,  paid  his  court 
with  great  vivacity  to  a  widow,  while  that  indulgent 
widow  had  one  arm  around  the  magiilrate's  neck, 
and  held  out  her  other  hand  to  a  young  citizen,  re- 
markable for  his  modefty  and  graceful  appearance. 
The  magiflrate's  wife  rofe  firft  from  table,  to  go  to 

converfe 


*  We  perceive  our  author  has  an  eye  to  the  celebrated  foun- 
tatn  oti  the  Pont  Neuf,  the  Place  des  Viaoires,  the  two  great 
bridges  over  the  Seine,  with  the  ftone  quays  on  each  fide,  the 
palace  of  the  Louvrci  and  the  hofpital  for  inyajids* 
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converfe  in  an  adjoining  clofet  with  het  diredor, 
who  came  too  late,  and  for  whom  they  had  waited 
dinner  ;  and  the  director,  a  man  of  great  eloquence, 
fpoke  to  her  with  fuch  vehemency  and  holy  zeal, 
that  when  fhe  returned,  her  eyes  were  humid,  her 
cheeks  inflamed,  her  gait  irregular,  and  her  voice 
trembling. 

Babouc  then  began  to  fear  that  the  genius  Ithuriel 
had  but  too  much  reafon.  The  talent  he  poiTeifed 
of  gaining  confidence  let  him  that  fame  day  into  all 
the  fecrets  of  the  lady.  She  confeffed  to  him  her 
alfedlion  for  the  young;  magi,  aiTured  him  that  in  all 
the  houfes  in  Perfepolis,  he  would  meet  with  much 
the  fame  behaviour  as  he  had  found  in  her's.  Ba- 
bouc concluded  that  fuch  a  fociety  could  not  poflibly 
fubfifl: ;  that  jealoufy,  difcord,  and  vengeance,  mull 
defolate  every  houfe  ;  that  tears  and  blood  mufl  be 
daily  Ihed  ;  that  the  hufbands  mud  certainly  kill 
the  gallants  of  the  wives,  or  be  killed  by  them ; 
and,  in  fine,  that  Ithuriel  would  do  well  to  deilroy 
immediately  a  city  abandoned  to  continual  difaf- 

ters. 

^         *         *         *         *         * 

Such  were  the  gloomy  ideas  that  poffeffed  his 
mind,  when  a  grave  man  in  a  black  gown  appeared 
at  the  gate,  and  humbly  begged  to  fpeak  to  the 
young  magiftrate.  This  ftiiplin.ir,  without  rifing 
or  taking  the  leait  notice  of  the  old  gentleman,  gave 
him  fome  papers,  w^ith  a  haughty  and  Carelefs  air, 
and  then  difmilTed  him.  Babouc  aflied  v/ho  this 
man  wasi  The  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  faid  to  him  in 
a  low  voice,  "  He  is  one  of  the  beft  advocates  in 
the  city,  and  hath  fludled  the  law  thefe  fifty  years^ 
.  The  other,  who  is  but  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
and  has  onlv  been  a  fatrape  of  the  law  for  two  davsj 

hath 
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hath  ordered  him  to  make  an  extrad  of  a  procefs 
he  is  going  to  determine,  though  he  has  not  as  yet 
examined  it.'*  *'  This  giddy  youth  ads  wifely , 
faid  Baboiic,  in  afking  counfel  of  an  old  man.  But 
why  is  not  the  old  man  himfelf  the  judge  ?"  *'  Thou 
art  furely  in  jeft,  faid  they  ;  thofe  who  have  grown 
old  in  laborious  and  inferior  poils  are  never  raifed 
to  places  of  dignity.  This  young  man  has  a  great 
pod,  becaufe  his  father  is  rich  ;  and  the  right  of  dif- 
penfing  juftice  is  purchafed  here  like  a  farm."  "  O 
manners !  O  unhappy  city !  cried  Babouc,  this  is 
the  height  of  anarchy  and  confufion.  Thofe  who 
have  thus  purchafed  tl^  riglit  of  judging  will  doubts 
lefs  fell  their  judgments  j  nothing  do  I  fee  here  but 
an  abyfs  of  iniquity." 

"While  he  was  thus  exprefling  his  prief  and  fur- 
prife,  a  young  warrior,  who  that  very  day  had  re- 
turned from  the  army,  faid  to  him  why  wouldefl 
thou  not  have  feats  in  the  courts  of  juftice  to  be 
purchafed  ?  I  myfelf  purchafed  the  right  of  braving 
death  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  men,  who  are 
under  my  command  :  it  has  this  year  coft  me  forty 
thoufand  darics  of  gold  to  He  on  the  earth  thirty 
nights  fucceffively  in  a  red  drefs,  and  at  laft  to  re- 
ceive two  wounds  with  an  arrow,  of  which  I  Hill 
feel  the  fmart.  If  I  ruin  myfelf  to  ferve  the  empe- 
ror of  Perfia,  whom  I  never  faw,  the  fatrape  of  the 
law  may  well  pay  fomithing  for  enjoying  the  plea- 
fure  of  giving  audience  to  pleaders.'*  Babouc  was 
filled  with  indignation,  and  could  not  help  condemn- 
ing a  country,  where  the  Iiigheft  polls  in  the  army 
and  the  law  were  expofed  to  fale.  He  at  once  coni 
eluded,  that  the  inhabitants  muft  be  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  art  of  war,  and  the  laws  of  equity ;  and 
that  though  Ithuriel  fhould  not  deftroy  them,  they 

tnuil 
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'Hiuft  foon  be  rumed  by  their  deteftable  adminiftra- 
tion. 

He  was  (liil  further  confirmed  in  his  bad  opinion 
hy  the  arrival  of  a  fat  man,  who,  after  faluting  all 
the  company  with  great  familiarity,  v/ent  up  to  the 
young  officer,  and  laid,  *'  I^can  only  lend  tiiee  fifty 
thoufand  darics  of  gold.;  for  indeed  the  taxes 
of  the  empire  have  this  year  brought  me  in  but  three 
hundred  thoufand.*'  Babouc  enquired  into  the  cha- 
rader  of  this  man,  who.compl'^ned  of  having  c;ain'- 
.ed  fo  littje,  and  was  informed,  that  in  Perfepolis 
•there  were  forty  plebeian  kings,  who  held  the  em- 
pire of  Perfia  by  leafe,  and  paid  a  fmali  tribute  tf 
the  monarch  *. 


After  dinner  he  went  into  one  oi  the  mofl  f  iperfe 
temples  in  the  city,  and  feated  himfelf  amidd:  a 
crowd  of  men  and  women,  who  were  come  thither 
to  pafs  away  the  time.  A  magi  appeared  in  a  ma- 
chine elevated  above  the  heads  of  the  people,  and 
talked  a  long  time  of  vice  and  virtue.  He  divided 
into  feveral  parts  what  needed  no  divifiQn  at  all: 
he  proved  methodically  what  was  (ufficently  clear, 
and  he  taught  what  every  body  knew  ;  he  threw 
himfelf  into  a  pafTion  with  great  compofure,  and 
went  away  fweating,  and  out  of  breath.  The  af- 
fembly  then  avi^o'ke,  and  imagined  they  had  been 
prefent  at  .a  very  inftrudive  difcourfe.  Babouc 
laid,  "  This  man  has  done  his  beft  to  tire  two  or 

Vol.  I.  O  t  three 
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three  hundred  of  his  fellow- citizens ;  but  his  inten* 
tion  was  good  ;  and  there  is  nothing  in  this  that 
Ihould  occafion  the  deftruQion  of  Perfepolis." 

Upon  leaving  the  aflembly,  he  was  conducted  to 
a  public  entertainment,  which  was  exhibited  every 
day  in  the  year.  It  was  in  a  kind  of  great  hall,  at 
the  end  of  which  appeared  a  palace.  The  moft 
beautiful  women  in  Perfepolis,  and  the  mod  confi- 
derable  fatrapes  were  ranged  in  order,  and  formed 
fo  fine  a  fpedacle,  that  Babouc  at  firil  believed  that 
this  was  all  the  entertainment.  Two  or  three  per- 
fons,  who  feemed  to  be  kings  and  queens,  foon  ap- 
peared in  the  veilibule  of  their  palace.  Their  lan- 
guage was  very  different  from  that  of  the  people  j 
it  was  meafured,  harmonious,  and  fublime.  No 
body  llept.  The  audience  kept  a  profound  filence 
which  was  only  interrupted  by  expreffions  of  fenfi- 
bility  and  admiration.  The  duty  of  kings,  the  love 
of  virtue,  and  the  dangers  arifing  from  unbridled 
paflions,  were  all  defcribed  by  fuch  lively  and  affedi- 
ing  flrokes,  that  Babouc  fhed  tears.  He  doubted 
not  but  that  thefe  heroes  and  heroines,  thefe  kings 
and  queens  whom  he  had  juft  heard,  were  the 
preachers  of  the  empire :  he  even  purpofed  to  en- 
gage Ithuricl  to  come  and  hear  them ;  confident 
that  fuch  a  fpectacle  would  for  ever  reconcile  him  to 
the  cily  *. 

As  foon  as  the  entertainment  was  fmiflied,  he  re- 
folved  to  vifit  the  principal  queen,  who  had  recom- 
mended fuch  pure  and  noble  morals  in  the  palace. 
He  defired  to  be  introduced  to  her  majelty,  and 
was  led  up  a  narrow  llaircafe  to  an  ill-furniihed  a- 
partment  in  the  fccond  (lory,  where  he  found  a  wo- 
^nan  in  a  mean  drefs,  who  faid  to  him  with  a  noble 
^nd  pathetic  air,  "  J  his  employment  does  not  afford 
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me  a  fufflclent  maintenance ;  one  of  the  princes 
whom  thou  faweft  has  got  me  with  child  ;  I  (hall 
foon  be  brought  to  bed ;  I  want  money,  ^nd  with- 
out money  there  is  no  lying  in/'  Babouc  gave  her 
an  hundred  darics  of  gold,  faying,  "  Had  there 
been  no'  other  evil  in  the  city  but  this,  Ithuriel  would 
have  been  to  blame  for  being  fo  much  offended.'* 
From  thence  he  went  to  fpend  the  evening  at  the 
houfe  of  a  tradefman  who  dealt  in  magnificent 
trifles.  He  was  conducted  thither  by  a  man  of  fenfe, 
with  whom  he  had  contracted  an  acquaintance.- 
He  bought  whatever  pkafed  his  fancy  ;  and  the  toy- 
man with  great  politnefs  fold  him  every  thing  for 
more  than  it  was  worth*  On  his  return  home  hiS' 
friend  ihewed  him  how  much  he  had  been  cheated. 
Babouc  fet  down  the  name  of  the  tradefman  in  his 
pocket-book,  in  order  to  point  him  out  to  Ithuriel 
as  the  object  of  peculiar  vengeance  on  the  day 
when  the  city  Ihould  be  punifhed.  As  he  was 
writing,  he  heard  fomebody  knock  at  the  door  : 
this  was  the  toyman  himfclf,  who  came  to  reflore 
him  his  purfe,  which  he  had  left  by  miftake  on  the 
Counter*  *'  How  canfl:  thou,  cried  Babouc,  be  fo 
generous  and  faithful,  when  thou  haft  had  the  af- 
furance  to  fell  me  thefe  trifles  for  four  times  their 
value  ?"  "  There  is  not  a  tradefman,  replied  the 
merchant,  of  ever  fo  little  note  in  the  city,  that 
would  not  have  returned  thee  thy  purfe  j  but  who- 
ever faid  that  I  fold  thee  thefe  trifles  for  four  times 
their  value,  is  greatly  mill aken  ;  I  fold  them  for 
ten  times  their  value ;  and  this  Is.jfiD  true,  that  wert 
thou  to  fell  them  again  in  a  month  hence,  thou 
wouldft  not  get  even  this  tenth  part.  But  nothing 
is  more  jull,  it  is  the  variable  fancies  of  men  that 
fet  a  value  on  thefe  baubles ;  it  is  this  fancy  that 
O  2  maintains 
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matntalm  an  hundred  workmen  whom  I  employ  ;> 
it  i'3  this  that  gives  me  a  fme  hoafe  and  a  hand- 
fome  chariot  and  horfes ;  il  is  thi&,  in  fine,  that  ex- 
cites indudry,  encotirages  tafte,  promotes  circula- 
tion, and  produces  abundance. 

"  I  fell  the  fame  trifles  to  the  neigbourmg  na- 
tion at  a  much  higher  rate  than  I  have  fold  them  to 
thee,  and  by  thefe  means  I  am  ufeful  to  the  empire." 
Babouc,  after  having  refie£led  a  moment,  erafed  the 
tfadefman^s  name  from:  his  tablets*- 
■■•■''/.J-''        .... 

tIs  '  •fr  •V  y^  oT"'  ♦* 

Babouc,  riot  knowing  as  yet  what  to  think  of 
Ferfepolis,  refolved  to-  vilit  the  magi  and  the  mea' 
cf  letters  ;  for,  as  the  one  ftudied  wifdom,  and  the 
other  religion,  he  hoped  that  they  in  conjunction: 
would  obtain  mercy  for  the  reft  of  the  people.  Ac- 
cordingly,,  he  went  next  morning  into  a- college  of 
ma^^i.  The  arcliimandrite  confelTed  to  him,  that 
tit  had  an  hundred  thoufand  crowns  a-ycar  for 
having  taken  thevovv^of  poverty,  and  that  he^ enjoy-' 
ed  a  very  exH-enfive  empire  in  virtue  of  his  vow  of' 
huniility;  after  which  he  left  him  with  an  inferior 
brother,  wha  did  him  the  honours  of  the  placie^ 

While  the  brother  was  fhe wing  hkn  the  mag- 
nificence of  this  houfeof  penitence,  a  report  waig 
fpread  abroad  that  Babouc  was  come  to  reform  alih 
thefe  houfes.  He  immediately  received  petitions' 
from  each  of  them,  the  fubftance  of  which  was, 
"  Preferve  us  anljhfcftroy  all  the  reft.^  On  hearing 
their  apologies  all  tftefb  focieties  were  abfolutelyne- 
ceflary  :  on  hearing*  their  mutual  accufations  they 
all  deferved  to-'be  abclifhed.  He  was  fuprifed  to- 
find,  that  all  tlie  members  of  thefe  focieties  were  fo^ 

extremely 
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extremely  dcfirous  of  edifying  the  world,  that  they 
wiflied  to  have  it  entirely  under  their  dominion. 

Soon  after  appeared  a  little  man,  who  was  a  de-* 
mimagi,  and  who  faid  to  him,  *'  I  plainly  fee  that 
the  work  is  going  to  be  aceomplidied  :  for  Zeixluft 
is  returned  to  earth;  and  the  Utile  girls  prophecy, 
pinching  ih-emfelves  before,  and  whipping  them- 
felves  behind;  We  therefore  implore  thy  protection 
againft  the  great  lama.**  "  V/hat!  faid  Babouc,  a- 
gainll  the  royal  pontiff,  who  refides  at  Tibet:''  ^'  Yes', 
againft  him  himl'elf."'  "  What !  you  are  then  ma- 
king war  upon  him,  and  railing  armies  !'*  ''  No; 
but  he  fays  that  man  is  a  free  agent,  and  we  deny 
it.  We  have  wrote  feveral  pamphlets  againft  hlm^ 
which  he  never  read  ;  hardly  has  he  heard  our  name 
mentioned;  he  iiath  only  condemned  us  in  the 
feme  manner  as  a  man  orders  the  trees  in  his  garden: 
to  be  cleared  from  eaterpillars.*'  Baboue  was  in- 
senfed  at  the  folly  of  thefe  men  who  made  pro-- 
feffion  of  wifdom ;  and  at  the  intrigues  &'^  thofe 
who  had  renounced  the  world ;  and  at  the  ambi- 
tion, pride,  and  avarice  of  fuch  as  taught^  humihty 
and  a  difmterefted  fpirit ;  from  all  which  he  con- 
cluded that  Ithuriel  had  good  realbn  to  deftrcy  the 
whole  race. 


* 


On  hia  return  home,  he  fent  for  fome  new  books 
tb.  alleviate  his  grief,  and,  in  order  to  exhilerate 
his  fpiritJs,  invited  fome  men  of  jAers  to  dine  with 
him ;  when,  like  wafps  attra£led^^  a  pot  of  honeys 
there  came  twice  as  many  as  he  defired.  1  hefe^ 
parafires  were  equally  eager  to  eat  and  to  fpeak  ;_ 
they  praifed  two  forts  of  perfons,"the  dead  and 
€hsmieive.s ;.  bu^  none  of  their  co-temporariec,  ex- 
cept 
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cept  the  mailer  of  the  houfe.  If  any  of  them  hap^- 
pened  to  drop  a  fmart  and  witty  exprelFion,  the  reit 
caftdown  their  eyes  and  bit  their  Hps,  out  of  mere 
vexation  that  it  had  not  been  faid  by  tbemfelves^ 
They  had  lefs  dillirliulation  than-  the  magi,  becaufe 
they  had  not  fuch  grand  obje£ls  of  ambition.  Each 
of  them  behaved  at  once  uith  all  the  meannefs  of 
a  valet,  and  all  the  dignity  of  a  great  man.  They 
faid  to  each  other's  face  the  mod  infulting  things, 
which  they  took  for  ftrokes  of  wit.  They  had  fome 
knowledge  of  the  defign  of  Babouc's  commiflion  ; 
one  of  them  entreated  him  in  a  low  voice  to 
extirpate  an  author  who  had  not  praifed  him 
lufficiently  about  five  years  before  ;  another  re- 
queued the  ruin  of  a  citizen  who  had  never  laugh- 
ed at  his  comedies  ;  and  a  third  demanded  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  academy,  becaufe  he  had  not  been 
able  to  get  admitted  into  it.  1  he  repafl  being, 
ended,  each  of  them  departed  by  himfelf ;  for  in 
the  whole  crowd  there  were  not  two  men  that 
could  endure  the  company  or  converfation  of  each 
other,  except  at  the  houfes  of  the  rich,  who  invited 
them  to  their  tables.  Babouc  thought  that  it  would- 
be  no  great  lofs  to  the  public  if  all  thefe  vermia 
Were  deftroyed  in  the  general  cataflropbe. 


Having  now  got  rid  of  thefe  men  of  letters,  he 
began  to  read  fome  new  books,  where  he  difcover- 
ed  the  true  fpiriAy  which  his  guells  had  been  ac- 
tuated. He  obfllred  with  particular  indignation 
thofe  flanderous  gazettes,  thofe  archives  of  bad 
tafte,  dictated  by  envy,  bareners,and  hunger  ;  thofe 
ungenerous  fatires,  where  the  vulture  is  treated 
with  lenity,  and  the  dove  torn  in  pieces  j  and  thofe 

dry 
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dry  and  Infipld  romances,  filled  with  characters  of 
women  to  whom  the  author  was  an  utier  ftranger. 

All  thefe  detedable  writings  he  committed  to 
the  flames,  and  went  to  pafs  the  evening  in  walk- 
ing. In  this  excurfion  he  w^^s  introduced  to  an  old 
man  pofleifed  of  great  learning,  who  had  not  come 
to  increafe  the  number  of  his  parafites,  This  man 
of  letters  always  fled  from  crowds  ;  he  underftood 
human  nature,  availed  himfelt  oi^  his  knowledge, 
and  imparted  it  to  others  with  great  difcretion. — 
Babouc  told  him  how  much  he  was  grieved  at  what 
he  had  feen  and  read^ 

"  Thou  hafl  read  very  defplcable  performances, 
faid  the  man  of  letters ;  but  in  all  times,  in  all  coun- 
tries, and  in  all  kinds  of  literature,  the  bad  fwarm 
and  the  good  are  rare.  Tliou  hafl  received  into 
thy  houfe  the  very  dregs  of  pedantry  ;  for,  in  all 
profeflions,  thofe  who  are  leait  worthy  of  appear- 
ing, are  always  fure  to  prefent  themfelves  with  the 
greateft  im.pudence.  The  truly  wife  live  among 
themfelves  in  retirement  and  tranquillity  ;  and  we 
have  ftill  fome  men  and  fome  books  worthy  of  thy 
attention."  While  he  was  thus  fpeaking,  they 
were  joined  by  another  man  of  letters  ;  and  the 
converfation  became  (o  entertaining  and  inftruc- 
tive,  fo  elevated  above  vulgar  prejudices,  and  fo 
conformable  to  virtue,, that  Babouc  acknowledged 
he  had  never  heard  the  like.  "  I'hefe  are  men, 
faid  he  to  himielf,  whom  the  angel  Ithurlel  will  not 
prefume  to  touch,  or  he  mufl  be  a  mercilefs  being 
indeed.  ■ 

Though  reconciled  to  men  of  letters,  he  was 
flill  enraged  again  ft  the  reft  of  the  nation.  "  Thou 
^rt  a  ftranger,  faid  the  judicious  perfon  who  was 
talking  to  him ;  abufes  prefent  themfelves  to  thy 
^yes  in  crowds,  while  the  good,  which  lies  conceal- 
ed, 
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ed,  and  which  is  even  fometimes  the  refult  of  thefe 
very  abufes,  rl'capes  thy  obfervation."  He  theu 
learned^  that  among  men  of  letters  there  were 
fome  who  were  free  from  envy  ;  ani^  that,  even  a- 
ijiong  the  magi  themfelves  there  were  fome  men  of 
virtue.  In  fine,  he.conchided  that  thefe  great  bo- 
dies, which,  by  their  mutual  (hocks,  feemed  to 
•threaten  their  common  ruin,  were  at  bottom  very 
falutary  in(iitut!<^ns ;  that  each  fociety  of  magi 
was  a  check  upon  its  rivals ;  and  that  though  thefe 
rivals  might  difler  in  fome  Ipeculative  points,  they 
all  taught  the  fame  morals,  inflruded  the  people, 
and  lived  in  fubjedion  to  the  laws,  not  unlike  to 
thofe  preceptors  who  watch  over  the  heir  of  a  fa- 
mily, while  the  mailer  of  the  hcufe  watches  over 
thf^m.  Heconverfed  with  feveral  of  thefe  magi^ 
gnd  found  them  pofTelTcd  of  exalted  fouls.  He  like- 
wife  learned  that  even  among  the  fools  who  pre- 
tended to  make  war  on  the  great  lama,  there  had 
been  fome  men  of  diilinguifiied  merit ;  and,  hony 
all  thefe  particulars,  he  conjedured  that  it  might 
^be  with  the  manners  of  Perfcpolis  as  it  was  with 
the  buildings ;  fome  of  which  moved  his  pity^ 
vhilc  others  filled  him  with  admiration. 

■He         #         '^^^         *         *         * 

.  He  faid  to  the  man  of  letters,  "  I  plainly  fee 
that  thefe  magi,  whom  I  at  firfl  imagined  to  be 
fo  dangerous,  are,  in  reality,  extremely  ufeful ;  e- 
fpecially  when  a  wife  government  hinders  theix^ 
from  rendering  themfelves  too  neceffary  j  but  thou 
■wilt  at  lead  acknowledge,  that  your  young  magi- 
ftrates  who  purchafe  the  office  of  a  judge  as  foon 
as  they  can  mount  a  horfc,  mufl  difplay  in  their 
tribunals  the  moft  ridiculous  impertinence,  and  the 

pioft 
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tnofl  iniquitous  perverfenefs.  It  would  doubtlefs 
be  better  to  give  thefe  places  gratuitoully  to  thofe 
old  civili.ans  who  have  fpent  their  lives  in  the  fludy 
of  the  law." 

The  man  of  letters  replied,  "  Thou  haft  feen 
our  army  before  thy  arrival  at  Perfepolis  ;  thoii 
knoweft  that  our  young  officers  fight  with  great 
bravery,  though  they  buy  their  pofts ;  perhaps 
thou  wilt  find  that  our  young  magiftrates  do  not 
give  wrong  decifions,  though  they  purchafe  the 
right  of  difpenfmg  jultice." 

He  led  him  next  day  to  the  grand  tribunal, 
where  an  aifair  of  great  importance  was  to  be  de- 
<:ided.  The  caufe  was  known  to  all  the  worlds 
All  the  old  advocates  that  fpoke  on  the  fubjed  were 
wavering  and  unfettled  in  their  opinions :  they 
quoted  an  hundred  laws,  none  of  which  were  ap- 
plicable to  the  queftion.  They  confidered  the  mat- 
ter in  a  hundred  diiterent  lights,  but  never  in  its 
true  point  of  viev/.  The  judges  were  more  quick 
in  their  decifion  than  the  advocates  in  raifmg 
doubts.  1  hey  were  unanimous  In  their  fentiments ; 
they  decided  juilly,  becaufe  they  followed  the  light 
ofreafon.  The  others  reafoned  falfely,  becaufe 
they  only  confultcd  their  books. 

Babouc  concluded  that  the  beft  things  frequent- 
ly arofe  from  abufes.  He  faw  the  fame  day,  thaf 
"the  riches  of  the  receivers  of  the  public  revenue, 
at  which  he  had  been  fo  much  offended,  were  ca- 
pable of  producing  an  excellent  elFed: ;  for  the  em- 
peror having  occafion  for  money,  he  found  in  an 
hour  by  their  means  what  he  could  not  have  pro- 
cured in  fix  months  by. the  ordinary  njethods.  He 
faw  that  thofe  great  clpiids,  fvvelled  with  the  dews 
of  the  earth,  reftored  in  plentiful  Ihowers  what  they 
had  thence  derived,    Befides,  the  children  of  thefsj 
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new  gentlemen,  who  were  frequently  better  edii? 
cated  than  thofe  of  the  mod  ancient  families,  were 
fometimes  more  ufeful  members  of  fociety  ;  for  he 
whofe  father  hath  been  a  good  accomptant  may 
cafily  become  a  good  judge,  a  brave  warrior,  and 
an  able  llatef}:pan. 


* 


Babouc  was  infenfibly  brought  to  excufe  the  a- 
varice  of  the  farmer  of  the  revenues,  who  in  rea- 
lity was  not  more  avaricious  than  other  men,  and 
befides  was  extremely  neceflary.  Ke  overlooked 
the  folly  of  J:hofe  who  ruined  themfclves,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  poll  in  the  law  or  army ;  a  folly  that 
produces  great  magiftrates  and  heroes.  He  for- 
gave the  envy  of  men  of  letters,  among  whoTn 
there  were  fome  that  enlightened  the  world  j  and 
he  was  reconciled  to  the  ambitious  and  intriguing 
magi,  who  were  poiTefled  of  more  great  virtues 
than  little  vices.  But  he  had  flill  many  caufes  of 
complaint.  The  gallantries  of  the  ladies  efpecial- 
ly,  and  the  fatal  effeds  which  thefe  muft  necefla- 
rily  produce,  filled  him  with  fear  and  terror. 

As  he  was  defirous  of  prying  into  the  charac- 
ters  of  men  of  every  condition,  he  went  to  wait 
on  a  minifler  of  flate ;  but  trembled  all  the  way, 
left  fome  wife  fiiould  be  affaffinated  by  her  hufband 
in  his  prefence.  Having  arrived  at  the  ftatefa  m's, 
he  was  obliged  to  remain  two  hours  in  the  an- 
ti-chamber  before  his  name  was  fent  in,  and  two 
hours  more  after  that  \vas  done.  In  this  inter- 
val, he  refolved  to  recommend  to  the  angel 
Ithuriel  both  the  minifler  and  his  infolent  por- 
ters. The  ami- chamber  was  filled  with  ladies 
pf  every  rank,  magi  of  all  colours,  judges,  mer- 
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chants,  officers,  and  pedants  ;  and  all  of  them 
complained  of  the  minifler.  The  mifer  and 
the  ufurer  faid,  '*  Doubtlefs  this  man  plunders 
the  provinces."  The  capricious  reproached  him 
with  ficklenefs  ;  the  voluptuary  faid,  ^'  He  thinks 
of  nothing  but  his  pleafure."  The  factious  hoped 
to  fee  him  foon  ruined  by  a  cabal ;  and  the  wo- 
men flattered  themfelves  that  they  fhould  foon 
have  a  younger  minifter. 

Babouc  heard  their  converfation,  and  could  not 
help  faying,  ''  This  is  furely  a  happy  man ;  he 
hath  all  his  enemies  in  his  anti-cliamber ;  he 
crufhes  with  his  power  thofe  that  envy  his  gran- 
deur ;  he  beholds  thofe  who  detefl  him  grovelling 
at  his  feet.*'  At  length  he  was  admitted  into  the 
prefence-chamber,  where  he  faw  a  little  old  man 
bendint^  under  the  weight  of  years  and  bufinefs, 
but  (tiil  lively  and  full  of  fpirits. 

The  minifter  was  pleafed  with  Babouc,  and  to 
Babouc  he  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  great  merit,; 
The  converfation  became  interefting.  The  minifter 
confeffed  that  he  was  very  unhappy;  that  he  pa  (Ted 
for  rich,  while  in  reality  he  was  poor;  that  he  was; 
believed  to  be  all-powerful,  and  yet  was  conftantly 
contradicted  ;  that  he  had  obHged  none  but  a  parcel 
of  ungrateful  wretches ;  and  that,  in  the  courfe  of 
forty  years  labour, he  had  hardly  enjoyed  a  moment's 
reft.  Babouc  was  moved  with  his  misfortunes;  and 
thought  that  if  this  man  had  been  guilty  of  fome 
faults,  and  Ithuriel  had  a  mind  to  punifh  him,  he 
ought  not  to  cut  him  off,  but  to'  leave  him  in  pof-* 
feiTion  of  his  place. 


While  Babouc  was  talking  to  the  minifter>  the 
P  a  f  beautifuj 
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"BejjLUtiful  lady  with  whom  he  had  dmed,  entered 
Jiaftily,  her  eyes  and  her  forehead  difcovering  the 
'l^^mptoms  of  grief  and  indignation.  She  burft  in- 
to reproaches  againft  the  ftatefman  ;  (he  fhed  tears ; 
file  corhplained  bitterly  that  her  hufband  had  been 
Vefufed  a  place  to  which  his  birth  allowed  him  to 
afpire,  and  which  he  had  fully  merited  by  his 
"Wounds  and  his  fervice  ;  fhe  exprefied  herfelf  with 
iuch  force ;  (lie  uttered  her  complaints  with  fuch  a 
graceful  air  ;  fhe  overthrew  objedions  with  fo  much 
addrefs,  and  enforced  her  arguments  with  fo  much 
eloquence,  that  fhe  did  not  leave  the  chamber  till 
'fhe  had  made  her  hulband's  fortune. 

Baboucgave  her  his  hand,  and  faid,  "  Is  it  pof- 

"iS^je,  madam,  that  thou  cand  take  fo  much  pains 

to  ferve  a  man  whoifn  thou  dofl  not  love,  and  from 

whom  thou  haft  every  thing  to  fear  r^'  "  A  man 

whom  1  do  not  love !    cried  flie  ;  know,  Sir,  that 

my  huiband  is  the  beft  friend  I  have  in  the  world  ; 

that  there  is  nothing  I  would  not  facrifice  for  him, 

except  my  lover  ;  and  that  he  would  do  any  thing 

for  me,  except  that  of  leaving  his  miftrefs.     I  muft 

'introduce  you  to  her  acquaintance  ;  fhe  isacharm- 

ijhg  woman,  fprightly,  andfweet-tempered  ;  we  fup 

•'Together  this  very  night,  with  my  hufband  and  my 

'  little  magi ;  come  and  fhare  our  joy. 

The  lady  conduced  Babouc  to  her  own  houfe. 
Th^.hufband,  who  was  at  laft  arrived,  overwhelm- 
ed with  grief,  received  his  wife  with  tranfports  of 
joy  and  gratitude.  He  embraced  by  turns  his  wife, 
his  miftrefs,  the  little  magi,  and  Babouc.  Wit, 
harmony,  cheerfulnefs,  and  all  the  graces,  embel- 
lifhed  the  repaft,  "  Know,  faid  the  lady  with 
whom  he  fupped,  that  thofe  who  are  fometimes 
„  Chilled  difhoneft  women  have  almoft  always  the 
""inerit  of  very  honeft  men  j  and  to  convince  thee 

of 


the  Vlfion  of  Babguc.  117 

of  this,  I  invite  thee  to  dii^c  with  me  to-morrow 
at  the  beautiful  Theona*s.  There  are  fome  old 
veflals  that  tear  her  charadler  in  pieces ;  but  Ihe 
does  more  good  than  all  of  them  together.  She 
would  not  commit  the  leafl  ad  of  injudice  to  gain 
the  greateft  advantage ;  fhe  gives  the  moft  gene- 
rous advice  to  her  lover  ;  fhe  cohfults  only  his  glo- 
ry ;  and  he  v/ould  blufh  before  her,  fliould  he  let 
flip  any  opportunity  of  doing  good  ;  for  nothing- 
can  more  effedually  excite  a  man  to  the  perform- 
ance of  virtuous  adions,  than  to  have  for  the  wit- 
nefs  and  judge  of  his  conduct  a  miflrefs  whofe  e- 
fleem  he  wifhes  to  deferve." 

Babouc  did  not  fail  to  keep  the  appointment. 
He  faw  a  houfe  where  all  the  pleafures  feemed  to 
reign,  with  Theona  at  the  head  of  them,  who  well 
knew  how  to  preferve  the  moft  perfect  order.  Her 
cafy  wit  made  all  around  her  happy ;  ihe  pleafed 
almoft  without  intending  to  do  fo ;  (he  was  as 
amiable  as  beneficent ;  and,  what  enhanced  the 
merit  of  all  her  good  qualities,  fhe  was  a  beauty. 

Babouc,  though  a  Scythian,  and  fent  by  a  ge- 
nii, found,  that  fliould  he  continue  much  longer 
in  Perfepolis,  he  would  forget  Ithuriel  for  Theona. 
He  began  to  grow  fond  of  a  city,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  were  polite,  affable,  and  beneficent,  tho' 
fickle,  flanderous,  and  vain.  He  was  much  afraid 
that  Perfepolis  would  be  condemned.  He  was 
even  afraid  to  give  in  his  account. 

This,  however,  he  did  in  the  following  manner  : 
he  caufed  a  little  ftatue,  compofed  of  all  kinds  of 
metals,  of  earth,  and  ftones  the  moft  precious  and 
the  moft  vile,  to  be  caft  by  one  of  the  beft  found- 
ers in  the  city,  and  carried  it  to  Ithuriel.  "  Wilt 
thou  break,  faid  he,  this  pretty  ftatue,  becaufe  it  is 
not  wholly  compofed  of  gold  and  diamonds  ?"    I- 
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thuriel  immediately  underflood  his  meaning,  zn^ 
refolved  to  think  no  more  of  punifliing  Perfepolis, 
but  to  leave  "  The  world  as  it  goes."  "  For,  faid 
he,  if  all  is  not  well,  all  is  pallable."  Thus  Perfe- 
polis was  fuffered  to  remain  j  nor  did  Babouc  com- 
plain like  Jonas,  who  was  fo  highly  incenfed  at  the 
prefervation  of  Nineveh.  But  when  a  man  has 
been  three  days  in  a  whale's  belly,  he  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  in  fo  good  a  humour  as  when  he 
has  been  at  an  opera  or  a  comedy,  and  hath  fup- 
ped  with  good  company. 
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A  Voyage  to  the  Planet  Saturn,  by  an  Inhabl- 
taiit  of  the  Star  SiRivs. 

IN.  one  of  the  planets  that  revolve  round  the  flat 
known  by  the  name  of  Sirius,  was  a  certahi 
young  gentlefnaA  of  promifing  parts,  whom  1  had 
the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with,  in  his  latt  voy- 
age to  this  pur  little  ant-hilL  His  nam^  was  Mi- 
rroniegas,  an  appellation  admirably"  fuited  to  all 
great  men,  and  his  feature  amounted  to  eight 
leagues  in  height,  that  is,  four  and  twenty  thoufand 
geometrical  paces,  five  feet  in  each." 
•  Some  of  your  mathernaticians,  a  fet  of  people; 
always  ufeful^to  the  public,  will,  perhaps,  initamly 
feize  the  pen,  and  calculate,  that  Mr  iVlicromegaS|» 
inhabitant  of  the  country  of  6irius,  being  from 
head  to  foot  four  and'  twenty  thoufand  paces  in 
length,  making  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
royal  feet ;  that  we,  denizens  of  this  earth,  being 
at  a  medium  little  more  than  five  feet  high,  and 

*  A  narne  compounded  ^£  two  G  eek  words,  fignifying 
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our  globe  nine  thoufancf  leagues  in  circumference : 
thefe  things  being  premifed,  I  fay,  ^hef  will  con^ 
elude,  that  the  periphery  of  the  globe  which  pro- 
duced him,  mufl  be  exactly  one  and  twenty  milli- 
ons fix  hundred  thoufand  times  greater  than  that 
of  this  our  tiny  bail.  Nothing  in  natuYe  is  more 
fimple  and  common.  The  dominions  of  fome  fo- 
vereigns  of  Germany  or  Italy,  which  may  be  com- 
paffed  in  half  an  hour,  when  compared  with  the 
empires  of  Ottom-ui,  Mufcovy,  or  China,  are  no 
other  than  faint  inftances  of  the  prodigious  diifer- 
ence  which  nature  hath  made  in  the  fcale  of  beings. 
The  ftature  of  his  excellency  being  of  thefe  extr;^- 
ordinary  dimcnfions,  all  our  painters  and  ftatuaries 
will  eafily  agree,  that  the  round  of  his  belly  might 
amount  to  fifty  thoufand  royal  feet;. a  very  agree- 
able and  juft  proportion. 

His  nofe  being  equal  in  length  to  one  third  of 
his  face,  and  his  jolly  countenance  cngroffing  one 
feventh  part  of  his  height,  it  muft  be  owned  that 
the  nofe  of  this  fame  Sirian,  was  fix  .thoufand  three 
hundred  and  thirtvrthrec  royal  feet  to  a  liair  ;  which 
was  to  be  demonltrated.-r-Witli  regard  tp  his  un- 
deritanding,  it  is  one  of  the  befl  cultivated  I  have 
known  ;  he  is  perftclly  well  acquainted  with  abun- 
dance of  things,  fome  of  which  are  of  his  own  iiv 
vention :  for,  when  his  age  did  not  exceed  twp 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  he,  according  to -(h'e  cuf- 
tom  of  his  country,  iludied  at  the  moft  celebrated 
univerfity  of  the  whole  planet,  and  by  the  force  of 
his  genius,  found  out  upwards  of  fifty  propofilions 
of  Euclid,  having  the  advantage  by  more  ih^p  eigh- 
teen, of  Blaife.FafchaU  w.hQ.(as  \\:e_arejtcld  by  his 
own  filler)  de^nonfirated  two  and  thiity  fqr  .hi§ 
amufement,  and  then  left  off,  choofing  rather  to  be 
a^  indifferent  pliicfcph^r,  than  a  great  mathema- 
tician. 
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tjclan. — About  the  four  hundred- and  fiftieth  year 
of  his  age,  dl"  latter  end  of  his  childhood,  he  diilecl- 
ed  a  great  number  of  fnlall  infe(!^s  not  more  than 
one  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  which  are  not  per- 
ceivable by  ordinary  microfcopes,  of  ^^>hich  he  com- 
pofed  a  very  curious  treatife,  which  involved  him  in 
fome  trouble;  the  mufti  of  the  nation,. though  very 
t)ld  and  very  ignorant,  made  fliift  to  difcover  in  his 
book  certain  lemmas  that  were  fufpicious,  unfeem- 
ly,  raOij  heretick  and  unfound  ;  and  profecuted 
him  with  gi-eat  animofity  ;  for,  the  fubjed  of  the 
iauthor*s  inquiry  was,  whether  in  the  world  of  Si- 
rius,  thete  was  any  difference  between  the  fubftan- 
tial  forms  of  a  flea  and  a  fnail. 

Micromegas  defended  his  philofophy  with  fuch 
fpirit  as  made  all  the  female  fex  his  profelytes ;  and 
the  procefs  lafted  two  hundred  and  tvventy  years  ;  at 
the  end  of  which,  in  confequence  of  the  mufti's 
intereft,  the  book  was  condenlned  by  Judges  who 
had  never  read  it,  and  the  author  expelled  from 
court,  for  the  term  of  eight  hundred  years. 

Not  much  afflicled  at  his  banifnment  from  a 
court  that  teemed  wdth  nothing  but  turmoils  and 
trifles,,  he  made  a  very  humurous  fong  upon 
the  mufti,  who  gave  himfelf  no  trouble  about  the 
matter,  and  fet  out  on  his  travels  from  planet  to 
planet,  in  order  (as  the  faying  is)  t6  improve  his 
mind  and  finifli  his  education.  Thofe  W'ho  never 
travel  but  in  a  poil  chaifeor  berlin,  will,  doubtlefs, 
be  aftonifhed  at  the  equipages  ufed  above  :  for  we 
thatftrut  upon  this  little  mole  hill,  are  at  a  lofs  to 
conceive  any  thing  that  furpaffes  our  own  cuftoms. 
But  our  traveller  was  a  wonderful  adept  in  the  laws 
of  gravitation,  together  with  the  v^hole  force  of  at- 
tradion  and  repulfion  ;  and  made  fuch  feafonable 
ufe  of  his  knowledge,  that  fometimes,  by  the  help 
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of  a  Xunrbeani,  ?i^d  .femetimes  by  the  convenieriCe 
olia-, comet,  JiQ  and   hjs  retinue  glided  from  fphere 
to  fplierc,  as  a  bird  hops   from  one  bough  to  ano- 
ther.    He  in  a  very  little  time,  ppfted  through  the 
..nii.lky.way  ;"aj\d  I  am  obliged  to  own,  he  faw  not  a 
•  twinkla  of  thofe  (lars  fuppofed  to  .adorn  that  iFair 
empyrean,   which   the  illullrious  doctor  De?han> 
..brags. to  have  obferved  through  his  telefcope.    NiDt 
that  I  pretend  to  fay  the  dodor  was  miilaken.  God 
forbid  I  but  Micrornegas  was  upon  the  fpot,  an*  ex-* 
..  ceeding  good  obferver,  and  I  have  no  mind  to  cpn- 
:.tnuH^  any  man.    ^e  that  as  it  v/ill,  after  many 
windings  and  turnings,  he  arrived  at  the  planet  Sa- 
',  turii  ;•  and,;  accuflomed  as  he  \^'as  to  the  fight  of 
-.lipyekies,  he  could  not  for  his  ]ife  reprefs  that  fu- 
^  percilious  and  conceited  friiile  which  often  efcapes 
the  wifefl:  philofopber,  when  he  perceived  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  that '  globe,   and  the  diminutive  fize  cf  it^ 
,-,  inhabitants :  for  really  Saturn  is  but-  about  nine 
hundred  times  larger  than  this  our  earth,  and  the 
-;  people  of  that  country  mere  dwarfs,  about  a  thou- 
,  fand  fathoms  high,     In   fhort,  he  at  firfl   derided 
thofe  poor  pigmies,  juft   as  an  Italian  fidler  laughs 
,at  the  niuiic  of  Lully^  at  his  firft  arrival  in  Pans  i 
'  but  as  this  Sirian  was  a  ,perfon  of  good  fenfe,.  )ie 
;;.foon  perceived   that  a  thitikrng   being  may  notW 
-:  altogether  ridiculous,  even  though  he  is  not  quite 
,,.fix  thoufand  feet  high  ;  and  therefore  he  became 
familiar  with  them,   alter  they  had  ceafed  to  won- 
,-  der  at  his  extraordinary  appearance    In  particu- 
.-  Jar,  he  Contraft^d  an  intimate  friendfhip  with  the 
,  .fecretaiy  of  the  academy  of  Saturn,  a  man  of  good 
.  imtlerftanding,  who,  though  in  truth  he  had  inven- 
J  ted  nothing  of  his  own,  gave  a  very  good  account 
©f  the  inventions  of  others,  and  enjoyed,  in  peace, 
ihe  reputation  of  a  little  poet  and  great  calculator^ 
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And  here,  for  the  edification  of  the  reader,  I  will 
repeat  a  very  fiiigular  converflition  that  one  day 
paiTed  between  Mr.  fecretary  and  Micromegas. 


CHAR     11. 

^he  converfation  between  MicROMEGAs'and  the 
inhabitant  of  Satu  rn. 

,y.TiS  excellency  having  laid  himfelf  down,  and 
..J.  J.  the  fecretarv  approached  his  nofe,  "  It  muit 
be  confeffed/*  faid  Micromegas,  "  that  nature  is 
,  full  of  variety." — "  Yes,"  replied  the  Saturnian,  na- 
.  "  ture  is  like  a  parterre  whofe  flowers- — "  *'  Pfhaw!" 
cried  the  other,  '^  a  truce  with  your  parter- 
res/"—"  It  is,"  refumed  the  Tecretary,  "  like  an 
aflembly  of  fair  and  brown  women  whofe  drelTes-" 
"  What  a  plague  have  1  to  do  with"  your  bru- 
nettes?" faid  our  traveller.  "  Then  it  is  like' a 
gallery  of  pidures,  the  ftrokes  of  which — "  "  Not 
at  all.''*  anfwcred  Micromegas,  "  I  fell  you  once 
for  all,  nature  is  like  nature,  "and  comparifons  ate 
odious."  "  Well,  to  picafe  you,"  faid  the  fecre- 
tary— "  I  won't  be  pleafed,"  "replied  the  Sirian, 
"  I  want  to  be  inllrucled  :  begin  therefore^  without 
further  preamble,  and  tell  me  how  many  fetifes  the 
people  of  this  world  enjoy."---We'have  feventy  and 
two,"  faid  the  academician^  "but,  we  are  daily 
complaining  of  the  fmall  number  j  as  Ourimagina- 
nation  tranfcends  our  wants;  for,  with  fhefe feventy 
two  fenfes,  our  five  moons  and  ring,  we  find  our- 
felves  very  much  reflrid^ed  ;  and  notwithflandihg 
our  curiofity,  and  the  no  fmall  riurhber  of  thofe  paf- 
fions  that  refult  from  thefe  fewTenfes,  we  have  ftill 
time  enough  to  be  tired  of  Idlencfs."     '*  I  fmcere- 

ly 
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ly  believe  what  yoiii^y,"  cried  Micrcmegas,"  fqfi 
.though  we  Sirians  have  near  a  thoufand  differefiit 
ftnies,  there  dill  remains  a  certain  vague  defire,  ah 
unaccountable  inquietude  inccilantly  advertifing  \is 
tjf  our  own  unimportance,  and  giving  us  to  under- 
fland,  that  there  are  other  beings  who  are  much 
our  fuperiors  in'  point  of  perfficlion.     I  have  tra- 
^yelie4,a  little,  and  feen  mortals  both  above  and.be- 
*^low  'rnyfelf  in    the  fczlc  of   b'eing  t    butlhrrve 
met  with  none  who  had  not  more  defire  than  ne- 
cellity  and  more  want  than  gratification  ;  perhaps, 
.  lihall  one  day  arrive  in  fomc  Country;  where  nought 
,18, wanting  ;  but,  hitherto  I  haye  had  no  certain  in- 
rformation  of  fuch  an  happy  land.**  The  Saturnian 
'  and  his  guefl  exhaufted  themfelves  in  conjedures 
.upon  this  fubjedl,  and  after  abundance  of  argumen- 
..tation  equally  ingenious  and  uncertain,  being  fain 
'to  return  to  matter  of  faft,  **  To  what  age  do  you 
commonly  live?"  faid  the  Sirian.     '*  Lack-a-day !  a 
.  mere  trifle,*'  replied  the  little  j^entleman.     "  It  la 
the  very   fame  cafe  wi\h    us,"  refumed  the  other, 
'*  .the   fliortnefs  of  life  is  our  daily  complaint,  fo 
,,;jthat  this    mull   be  an  univerfal   law  in   nature." 
"1*1  Alas !"  cried  the  Saturnian,  '*  few,  very  few  on 
this  globe,  outlive  Hve  hundred  great  revolutions  of 
the  fun  ;   (thefe,   according  to  our  way  of  reckon- 
ing, amount  to  about  fifteen  thoufand  years.)     So, 
you  fee,  we  in  a  manner  begin  to  die  the  very  mo- 
ment we, are  born:  "our  exigence  is  no  more  than 
a  point,  our  duration  an  inftant,  and  our  globe  an 
atom.     Scarce  do  we  begin  to  learn  a  little,  when 
death  intervenes,  before  v»e  can  profit  by  experi- 
ence :  for  my  own  part,  I  am  deterred  froin  laying 
fchemes,  when  I  confider  myfelf  as  a  fingle  drop  in 
the  midib  of  an  immenfe  ocean.  1  am  particularly 

afham- 


Ml  c  p.  o  r.i  E  G  A  3,  I  27 

afliamed,  in  your  prefeace,  of  thxC  ridiculous  figure 
J  make  arn-ong  my  fellow-creatures," 
.  ,To  this  .declaration,  Micromegas  replied,  "If 
you  were  not  a  philofopher,  1  fhould  be  afraid  of 
mortifying  your  pride,  by  telling  you  that,  the  terrn 
of  our  lives,  is  feven  hundred  timeci  longer  than  th^ 
date  of  your  exiftence :  but,  you  aie  very  fenfiblel 
that  when  the  texture  of  the  body  is  refolved,  in 
order  to  rep.nimate  nature  in  another  form,  which 
is  the  confequence  of  what  v/e  call  death  :  wheii 
that  moment  of  change  arrives,  there  is  not  tH^ 
leaft  difference  betwixt  having  lived  a  whole  eter- 
nity, or  a  hngle  day.  I  have  been  in  fome  couri* 
tries  where  the  people  live  a  thoufand  times  longer 
than  with  us,  and  yet  they  murmured  at  the  Ihort- 
nefs  of  their  time:  but  one  will  find  every  where, 
fome  few  ptrfons  of  good  fenfe,  who  know  how  to 
make  the  belt  of  their  portion,  and  thank  the  au- 
thor of  nature  for  his  bounty.  There  is  a  profufion 
pf  variety  fcattered  through  the  univerfe,  and  yet 
there  is  an  admirable  vein  of  uniformity  that  runs 
•thro  the  whole:  for  example,  all  thinking  beings  are 
different  among  themfelves,  though  at  bottom  they 
refemble  one  another,  in.  the  powers  and  paiTions 
of  the  foul :  matter,  though  interminable,  hath  dif- 
ferent properties  in  every  fphere.  How  many  princi- 
.pal  attribures  do  you  reckon  in  the  matter  of  this 
world  ?"  '•  If  you  mean  thofe  properties,"  faid 
the  Saturnian,  "'  without  which  we  believe  this  our 
globe  could  not  fubfnl,  we  reckon  in  all  three  hun- 
dred, fuch  as  extent,  impenetrability,  motion,  gra- 
vitation, divifibihty,  ct  ca;rera/' — "  That  fmall 
number,"  replied  the  traveller,  "  probably  anfwers 
ihe  views  of  the  creator,  on  this  your  narrow  fphere, 
J  adore  his  wifdom  in  all  hie  wcrkc,     I  fee  infinite 
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variety,  but  eyery  wl^ere  proportion.  Your  globp 
is  imall ;  fo  are  the  inhabitants :  you  have  few  fen- 
fations ;  becaufe  your  matter  is  endued  with  few 
prqperties  :  thefe  are  the  works  of  unerring  provi- 
dence. Of  what  colour  does  your  fun  appear  ^heii 
accurately  exapiined  ?"  '*Ofa  ycllowilh  white," 
anfwcr^d  the  Saturnian ;  **  and  in  feparating  onie 
of  his  rays,  we^  find  it  contains  feven  colours.** 
*5  Our  fun,*'  faith  the  Sirian,  "  is  of  areddilli  hue, 
and  we  have  no  lefs  than  thirty-nine  original  col- 
ours. Among  all  the  funs  I  have  feen,  there  is  no 
fort  of  refemblance ;  and,  in  this  fphere  of  your's- 
there  Is  not  one  face  like  another." 

After  divers  qucftions  of  this  nature,  he  aflced 
how  many  fubftances,  efjentially  different,  they 
counted  in  the  world  of  Saturn  ;  and  underftbod 
that  they  numbered  but  thirty;  fucTi  as  God;  fpacej 
matter  ;  bei;ig3  endued  with  fenfe  and  extenfion  j 
beings  that  have  extenfion,  fenfe,  and  refkction ; 
thinking  beings  who  have  no  extenfion;  thofe  that 
are  penetrable^  thofe  ^hat  are  impenetrable,  and  the 
reft.  Put  this  Saturnian  phijofopher  was  prodi- 
gioufly  aftonifbed,  when  th^  Sirian  told  him,  they 
had  no  lefs  then  three  hundred,  and  that  he  himfelf 
had  difcovered  three  thoufand  more  in  the  courfe  of 
his  travels.  In  fhort,  af^er  having  conimunicated  to 
each  other  what  they  knew,  and  even  what  they 
did  not  know,  and  argued  during  a  complete  re- 
volution of  the  fup,  they  refplved  to  fet  out  tOr 
gether  on  a  fmall  philofophical  tour. 
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CHAP.     III. 

The  Voyage  of  thofe  Two  Inhabitants  of  the 
other  World. 

OUR  two  philofofphers  wete  jiift  ready  to  em- 
bark for  tke  atmofphere  of  Saturn,  with  a 
jolly  pro vifion  of  mathematical  inftruments,  when 
the  Saturnian's  miftrefs,  having  got  an  inkling  of 
their  defign,  came  all  in  tears  to  make  her  remon- 
ftrances.  She  was  a  little  handfome  brunette,  not 
above  fix  hundred  and  threefcore  fathom  high  ;  but 
her  agreeable  attractions  made  amends  for  the 
fmallnefs  of  her  ftature.  ''  Ah!  cruel  man,"  cried 
fhe,  "  after  a  refiftance  of  fifteen  hundred  years^ 
when  at  length  I  fur  rendered,  and  fcaree  have  pafT- 
ed  two  hundred  more  in  thy  (f  mbrace,  to  leave  me 
thus,  before  the  honey  moon  is  over,  and  go  a 
rambling  with  a  giant  of  another  world !  go,  go,- 
thou  art  a  mere  virtuofo,  devoid  of  tendernefs  and 
love  !  if  thou  wert  a  true  Saturnian,  thou  would(t 
be  faithful  and  invariable.  Ah  !  whither  art  thou 
going  ?  what  is  thy  defign  ?  our  five  moons  are  not 
io  inconltant,  nor  our  ring  fo  changeable  as  thee  I 
but  take  this  along  wiih  you,  henceforth  I  ne'er 
fhall  love  another  man."  The  little'  gentleman 
6Tibraced  and  wept  over  her,  notwithftanding  his 
phllofophy  ;  and  the  lady,  after  having  fwooned 
with  great  decency,  went  to  confole  h^rfelf  with 
the  converfation  of  a  certarin  beau. 

Meanwhile,  our  two  virtuofifet  out,  stnd  at  one 
jump  leaped  upon  the  ring,  which  they  found  pretty 
flat,  a<!:cording  to  the  ingenious  guefs  of  an  illullri- 
ous  inhabitant  of  this  our  little  earth:  from  thence 
they  eafily  flipped  from  moon  to  moon  j  and  a  co^ 
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met  chancing  to  pafs,  they  fprung  upon  it  with  all 
their  fervants  and  apparatus.'  1  bus  carried  about, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  million  of  leagues,  they  met 
Vfith  the  fatellites  of  Jupiter,  and.  arrived  upon  the 
body  of  the  planet  itfelf,  where  they  continued  a 
whole  year;  during  which  they  learned  fome  very 
curious  fecrets,  which  would  adiially  be  fent  to  the 
prefs,  were  it  not  for  fear  of  the  gentlemen  inqui- 
fitors,  who  have  found  among  them  fome  corolla- 
ries very  hard  of  digellion.  Neverthelefs,  I  have 
read  the  manufcript  in  the  library  of  the  illuftrious 
archbiihop  of. .. .  who  has  granted  me  permifFion  to 
perufe  his  books  with  that  genercfity  and  goodnefs 
w:hich  can  never  be  enough  commended  ;  where- 
lore  I  promife  he  fhall  have  a  long  article  in  the 
next  edition  of  Moreri,  where  I  fl^all  not  forget  the 
voung  gentlemen  his  fons,  who  give  us  fuch  pleaf- 
mg  hopes  of  feeing  perpetuated  the  race  df  their 
illuftrious  father.  Bat  to  return  to  our  travellers, 
"When  they  took  leave  of  Jupiter,  they  traverfed  a 
fpace  of  about  one  hundred  millions  of  leagues,  and 
CoafUng  along  the  planet  Mars,  which  is  well 
known  to  be  five  times  fmaller  than  our  little  earth, 
they  defcryed  tv/o  moons  fubfervient  to  that  orb, 
which  have  efcaped  the  obfervation  ofallour  allro- 
nomers.  1  knew  father  Caflel  will  write,  and  that 
pleafantly  enough,  againfl  the  exigence  of  thefe 
two  moons;  but  I  entirely  refer  mylelf  to  thofe  who 
reafon  by  analogy  :  thofe  worthy  philofophers  are 
very  fenfible  that  Mars,  which  is  at  fuch  a  diflahce 
from  the  fun,  mull  be  in  a  very  uncomfortable  fi tu- 
ition, without  the  benefit  of  a  couple  of  moons  :  be- 
that  as  it  may,  our  gentlemen  found  the  planet  fo 
fmall,  that  they  were  afraid  they  (liould  not  find 
room  to  take  a  little  repofe ;  fo  that  they  purfued. 
t  heir 'journey  like 'tw'o.  tra^v  filers  who  defpife  the. 
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paiiltry  accommodation  of  a  village,  and  pnfli  for- 
Vf2LYd  to  the  next  market  town.  But  the  Siriaa 
and  his  companion  foon  repented  oftheir  delicacy  j 
for,  they  journeyed  along  time,  without  ftnding  a 
Tefting  place,  till  at  length  they  difcerned  a  fmalj 
fpeck,  which  was  the  Farth.  Coming  from  Jupiter, 
they  could  not  but  be  moved  with  companion  at 
fight  of  this  miferable  fpot,  upon  v.^hich5  however, 
they  refolved  to  land,  ielt  they  fhould  be  a  fecond 
time  difappointed.  They  accordingly  mov^cd  to- 
wards the  tail  of  the  comet,  where,  finding  an  Au- 
rora Boreaiis  ready  to  fet  fail,  they  embarked,  and 
arrived  on  the  northern  coafc  of  the  Baltic  on  the 
fifth  day  of -July,  new  fliie,  in  the  year  1737. 

—  ->-. ^ 

CHAP,     IV, 

"What  befel    them   upon    this  our   GtOBE.     ' 

HAVING  taken  fome  repofe,  and  being  defirous 
of  reconnoitring  the  narrow  field  in  which 
they  were,  they  traverfed  it  at  once  from  north  to 
fouth.  Every  ftep  of  the  Sirian  and  his  attendants 
pieafured  about  thirty  thoufand  royalfeet:  whereas, 
the  dwarf  of  Saturn,  whofe  ftature  did  not  exceed 
a  thoufand  fathoms,  foliowed  at  a  diftance  quite 
out  of  breath  ;  becaufe,  for  every  fmgle  ftride  of 
his  companion,  he  was  obliged  to  mak^  twelve 
good  fteps  at  leaft.  The  reader  m?iy  figuffe  to 
hiinfelf,  (if  we  are  allowed  to  make  fuch  comps.- 
rifons,)  a  very  little  rough  fpaniel  dodging  after  i .. 
captain  of  the  Pruffian  grenadiers.  '.:^ 

As  thofe  ftrangers  walked  at  a  good  pace,  itM ' 
compared  the  globe  in  fix  and  thirty  hours ;  tW' 
fan,  it  i^  true,  or-rather  the  earth,  defcribes  the  (&rM^ 
R  2  fpacc 
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fpace  in  the  courfe  of  one  day ;  but  it  muft  be  ob^ 
ferved  that  it  is  much  more  eafy  to  turn  upon  an 
axis  than  to  walk  a-foot.  Behold  them  then  re- 
turned to  the  fpot  from  whence  they  had  fet  out, 
after  having  difcovered  that  almofl  imperceptible 
fea,  which  is  called  the  Mediterranean  j  and  the 
othl|||Pharrow  pond  that  furrounds  this  mole- hill, 

Cder  the  denomination  of  the  great  ocean;  in 
ding  through  which,  the  dwarf  had  never  wet 
his  mid-leg,  while  the  other  fcarce  moiftened  his 
heel.  In  going  and  coming  through  both  hemif- 
pheres,  they  did  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  dif- 
cover  whether  or  not  the  globe  was  inhabited. 
They  flooped,  they  lay  down,  they  groped  in  eve- 
ry corner  ;  but  their  eyes  and  hands  were  not  at 
all  proportioned  to  thefmall  beings  that  crawl  upon 
this  earth  ;  and,  therefore,  they  could  not  find  the 
fmallefl  reafon  to  fufpe£i:  that  we  and  our  fellow  ci- 
tizens of  this  globe  had  the  honour  to  exift. 

The  dwarf,  who  fometlmes  judged  too  haftily, 
concluded  at  once  that  there  was  no  living  crea- 
ture upon  earth  ;  and  his  chief  reafon  was,  that  he 
had  feen  nobody.  But,  Micromegas,  in  a  polite 
manner,  made  him  fenfible  of  the  unjuft  conclu- 
fion ;  "  For,  (faid  he,)  with  your  diminutive  eyes 
you  cannot  fee  certain  ftars  of  the  fiftieth  niagni- 
tude,  which  I  diftindly  perceive  ;  and  do  you  take 
it  for  granted  that  no  fuch  ftars  exift  ?"  "  But  I 
have  groped  with  great  care,"  replied  the  dwarf. 
^'  Then  your  fenfe  of  feeling  muft  be  bad,"  refu- 
nied  the  other.  '*  But  this  globe,  (fai^  the  dwarf,) 
is  ill  contrived  j  and  fo  irregular  ixi  its  form  as  to 
be  quite  ridiculous.  The  whole  together  looks 
Jike  a  chaos.  Do  but  obferve  thefe  little  rivulets  ; 
not  one  of  them  runs  in  a  ftrait  line :  and  thcfe 
ponds  which  are  neither  round,  fquare,  nor  oval, 
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Bor  indeed  of  any  regular  %"re  ;  together  with 
thofe  little  fliarp  pebbles,  (meaning  the  mountains,) 
that  roughen  the  whole  fur  face  of  the  globe,  and 
have  tore  all  the  fkin  from  my  feet.  Beiides,  pray 
take  notice  of  the  fliape  of  the  whole,  how  it  flat- 
tens at  the  poles,  and  turns  round  the  fun  in  a?i 
awkward  oblique  manner,  fo  as  that  the  polar 
circles  cannot  polTibly  be  cultivated.  Truly,  what 
jnakes  me  believe  there  is  no  inhabitant  on  this 
fphere,  is  a  full  perfuafion  that  no  fenfible  being 
would  live  in  fuch  a  diiagreeable  place."  "  What 
then  ?  (faid  Micromegas,)  perhaps  the  beings  that 
inhabit  it  come  not  under  that  denomination ;  but, 
in  all  appearance,  it  was  not  made  for  nothing. 
Every  thing  here  feems  to  you  irregular  ;  becaufe 
you  fetch  all  your  comparifons  from  Jupiter  or  Sa- 
turn. Perhaps  this  is  the  very  reafon  of  the  feem- 
ing  confufion  which  you  condemn  ;  have  not  I  told 
you,  that  in  the  courfe  of  my  travels  I  have  always 
met  with  variety  ?"  The  Saturnian  replied  to  all 
thefe  arguments  ;  and  perhaps  the  difpute  would 
have  known  no  end,  if  Micromegas  in  the  heat  of 
the  contefl  had  not  luckily  broke  the  firing  of  his 
diamond  necklace  ;  fo  that  the  jewels  fell  to  the 
ground,  confiding  of  pretty  fmall  unequal  karats, 
the  largell  of  which  weighed  four  hundred  pounds, 
and  the  fmalleft  fifty.  The  dwarf,  in  helping  to 
pick  them  up,  perceived,  as  they  approached  his 
eye,  thatcye]cy  fingle  diamond  .was  cut  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  an  excellent  micro- 
fcope.  He  therefore  took  up  a  fmull  one,  about  ons 
hundred  and  fixty  feet  in  diameter,  and  applied  it 
to  his  eye,  while  Micromegas  chofe  another  of  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  ;  thouijh  they  were  of  excel-, 
lent  powers,  the  obfervers  could  perceive  nothing  by 
their  afuftance,  fo  that  they  were  altered  and^ad- 
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jufled :  at  length,  the  inhabitant  of  Saturn  difcern- 
ed  fomething  almofl  imperceptible  moving  between 
two  waves  in  the  Baltic  :  this  was  no  other  than  a 
"vthale,  which,  in  a  dexterous  manner,  he  caught 
with  his  little  finger,  and,  placing  it  on  the  nail  of 
his  thumb,  fhewed  it  to  the  Syrian,  who  laughed 
heartily  at  the  excefTive  fmallnefs  peculiar  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  our  globe.  The  Saturnian,  by 
this  time  convinced  that  our  world  was  inhabited, 
began  to  imagine  we  had  no  other  animals  than 
whales ;  and  being  a  mighty  arguer,  he  forthwith  fet 
about  invefligating  the  origin  and  motion  of  this 
fmall  atom,  curious  to  know  whether  or  not  it  was 
furnifhed  with  ideas,  judgment,  and  free  will.  Mi- 
cromegas  was  very  much  perplexed  upon  this  fub- 
je£t ,  he  examined  the  animal  with  the  mod  pati- 
ent attention,  and  the  refult  of  his  inquiry  was,  that 
he  could  fee  no  rcafon  to  believe  a  foul  was  lodged 
in  fucb  a  body.  The  two  travellers  were  a£l:ually 
inclined  to  think  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  mind 
in  this  our  habitation,  when,  by  the  help  of  their 
microfcope,  they  perceived  fomething  as  large  as  a 
whale  floating  upon  the  furface  of  the  fea.  It  is 
well  known,  that  at  this  period  a  jBight  of  philofo- 
phers  were  upon  their  return  from  the  polar  circle, 
where  they  had  been  making  obfervations,  for 
which  nobody  has  hitherto  been  the  wifer  *.    The 
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*  Caflini,  who  had  meafured  a  degree  of  the  meridian  in  France, 
published  in  1718  his  book  upon  the  (ize  and  figure  of  the 
earth,  in  which  he  concludes  it  is  lengthened  at  the  poles,  iti 
contradiction  to  the  theory  of  Newton  and  Huygensj  the  French 
king  ordered  a  company  of  academicians  to  meafure  a  degree 
of  thecquator,  and  anotlierto  take  the  dimenfions  of  a  degree  at 
the  polar  circle,  in  order  to  determine  this  difpute.  Meflrs. 
GodeB,  Bouguer,  and  de  la  Cendamine,  were  fept  to  Peru ; 


i 


gazettes  record,  that  their  vefTel  ran  a(!iore  on  the 
coaft  of  Bothnia,  and  tkit  they  with  great  difficulty 
fkved  their  lives ;  but  in  this  world  one  can  never 
dive  to  the  bottom  of  things :  for  my  own  part,  I 
will  ingenuoufly  recount  the  tranfadion  juft  as  it 
happened,  without  any  addition  of  my  own  ;  and 
this  is  no  fmall  effort  in  a  modern  hiflorian. 


C  H  A  P.     V. 

MIcromcgas  flretched  out  his  hand  gently  to*- 
wards  the  place  where  the  obje^l  appeared, 
and  advanced  two  fingers,  which  he  indantly  puIK 
ed  back,  for  fear  of  being  difappointed,  then  open- 
ing foftly  and  Cutting  them  all  at  once,  he  very 
dexteroully  feized  the  fliip  that  contained  thofe 
gentlemen,  and  placed  it  on  his  nail,  avoiding  too 
much  preflure,  which  might  have  cruihed  the  whole 
in  pieces.  "  This,"  faid  the  Saturnian  dv^-arf,- 
*'  is  a  creature  very  different  from  the  former  :'* 
upon  which,  the  Sirian  placing  the  fuppofed  animal 
in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  the  paffengers  and  crew, 
who  believed  themfelves  thrown  by  a  hurricane 
upon  fome  rock,  began  to'put  themfelves  in  motion. 
The  failors  having  hoifted  out  fome  cafks  of  wine, 

jump- 


wlille  Maupertuis,  Clairaut,  Camus,  Monnbr,  and  Outhler,  fet 
«ut  for  Lapland.  The  obfervations  of  both  companies,  reinfor- 
ced by  thofe  of  Don  Jorge  Juan,  and  Antonio  d'Ulloa,  twoSpa- 
nirtiphilofophers  employed  by  his  Catholick  Majefly,  confirmed 
the  theory  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  that  the  earth  was  an  obllte 
fpheroid,  flattened  at  the  poles.  A  curious  account  of  the 
voyage  to  Lapland,  and  of  the  obfervations  there  made,  is  to  be 
f&und  in  the  works  of  Maapenuis,  publiftied  at  Lyons  ia  the 
yean  756. 
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jumped  after  them  into  the  hand  of  Micromegas  ^ 
the  mathematicians  having  fecured  their  quadrants,' 
feQ:ors,  and  Lapland  miftreflcs,  went  over-board  at 
a  different  place,  and  made  fuch  a  buiUe  in  their 
defcent,  that  the  Sirian  at  length  felt  his  fingers 
tickled  by  fomething  that  feemed  to  move.  An 
iron  crow  chanced  to  penetrate  about  a  foot  deep 
into  his  fore  finger ;  and  from  this  prick  he 
cx)ncluded  that  fomething  had  ilTued  from  the  little 
animal  he  held  in  his  hand  j  but  at  fir  ft  he  fufpedt- 
ed  nothing  more  :  for  the  microfcope,  that  fcarce 
rendered  a  whale  and  a  fhip  vifible,  had  no  efTedfc 
upon  an  obje£l  fo  imperceptible  as  man.— I  do  not 
intend  to  fhock  the  vanity  of  any  perfon  whatever  ; 
but  here  I  am  obliged  to  beg  your  people  of  import- 
ance, to  confider,  that  fuppofing  the  ftature  of  a 
man  to  be  about  five  feet,  we  mortals  make  juft 
fuch  a  figure  upon  the  earth,  as  an  animal  the 
fixty  thoufandth  part  of  a  foot  in  height,  would 
exhibit  upon  a  bowl  ten  feet  in  circumference. 
When  you  refleft  upon  a  being  who  could  hold 
this  whole  earth  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  and  is 
endued  with  organs  proportioned  to  thofe  we  pof- 
fefs,  you  will  eafily  conceive  that  there  muft  be  a 

great  variety  of  created  fubftances ; and  pray,- 

what  muft  fuch  beings  think  of  thofe  battles  by 
which  a  conqueror  gains  a  fmall  village,  to  lofe  it 
again  in  the  fequel  ?  I  do  not  at  all  doubt,  but  if 
feme  captain  of  grenadiers  flioul  J  chance  to  read 
this  work,  he  would  add  two  large  feet  at  leaft  toC 
the  caps  of  his  company  ;  but  I  aiTure  him  his  la- 
bour will  be  in  vain  ;  for,  do  what  he  wiii,  he  and; 
his  foldiers  will  never  be  other  tlian  infinitely  dimi- 
nutive and  inconfiderable.  What  wonderful  ad- 
drefs  muft  have  been  inherent  in  our  Sirian  philo- 
'Ibpher^  that  enabled  him  to  perceive  thofe  atoms  of 

<vhiob' 
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which  we  have  been  fpeaking.  When.Leuwenhoek 
and  flartfoecker  obferved  the  lirlt  rudiments  of 
which  we  are  formed,  they  did  not  make  filch  an 
aftonifliing  difcovery.  What  pleafure,  therefore, 
was  the  portion  of  Micromegas,  in  obferving  the 
motion  of  thole  httle  machines,  in  examining  all 
their  pranks,  and  purfuing  them  in  all  their  opera «' 
tions !  with  what  joy  did  he  put  his  microfcope  in- 
to his  companion's  hand  ;  and  with  what  tranfport 
did  they  both  at  once  exclaim,  "  I  fee  them  dif- 
tin(fl:ly,--^don't  you  perceive  them  carrying  burdens^ 
lying  down  and  rifmg  up  again  ?*'  So  faying,  their 
hands  fliook  with  eagernefs  to  fee,  and  apprehenfi- 
on  to  lofe  fuch  uncommon  objects. — The  Saturnian 
making  a  fudden  tranfition,  from  the  mod  cautious 
diftruft,  to  the  moft  exceflive  credulity,  imagined 
he  faw  them  in  the  very  work  of  propagation,  and 
cried  aloud,  *'  I  have  furprifed  nature  in  the  very 
fad.*'  Neverthelefs,  he  was  deceived  by  appear- 
ances :  a  cafe  too  common,  whether  we  do  or  do 
not  make  ufe  of  microfcopes. 

C  H  A  P.     VL 

What  happened  in  their  intercourfe  with  Men. 


M 


riCROMEGAS  being  a  much  better  obferv- 


er  than  his  dwarf,  perceived  diitinclly  that 
thofe  atoms  fpoke  ;  and  made  the  remark  to  his 
companion,  who  was  fo  much  alhamed  of  being 
miftaken  in  the  article  of  generation,  that  he  would 
not  believe  fuch  a  puny  fpecies  could  polTibly  com-* 
municate  their  ideas  :  for,  though  he  had  the  gift 
of  tongues,  as  well  as  his  companion,  he  could  not 
hear  thofe  particles  fpeak ;  and  therefore  fuppofed 
they  had  no  language:  befides,  how  fliould  fuch 
S  t  im- 
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imperceptible  Deings  •  have  the  organs  of  fpeech  ?" 
and  what  in  the  name  of  God  can  they  fay  to  6ne 
another  ?  in  order  to  fpcak,  ihey  nuifl  have  fome- 
thing  like  thought,  and  if  they  think,  they  mud  furt- 
ly  have  fomethihg  equivalent  to  a  foul :  now,  to  attri- 
bute any  thing  likea  foul  tofuch  an  infecl  fpecies,  ap- 
pears a  mere  abfurdity.--"  Butjufl  now,'*  replied  the 
Sirian,  *''  you  believed  they  made  love  t©  each  o- 
ther  ;  and  do  you  think  this  couMbe  done\Vithoi:t 
thinking,  without  tifmg  foitie  fort  of  language,  or 
at  leaft  fome  way  oF making  themfelves  undcrltood  ? 
GT  do  3^ou  fuppofe  it  is  more  difficult  to  advance  an 
argument  than  to  produce  a  child?  for  my  own 
part,  I  look  upon  both  thefe  faciiliies  as  alike  m^^- 
iterious."  "  I  vfill  no  longer  venture  to  believe  or 
deny,"  anfwered  the  dwarf:  *'  in  fhort  I  have  no 
t)pinion  at  all.  Let  us  endeavour  to  examine  thefe 
infe6V?,  and  we  will  reafon  upon  them  afterwards.-** 
"With  all  my  heart,'*' faid  Micromegas^  vvho  ta- 
lking out  a  pair  of  feiifars,  which  he  kept  i'&r  paring 
his  nails,  cut  offa  paring  from  his  th«mb  ntirl,  of 
"whielii  -IiS'tmm-eriately  formed  a  Irrge.  kind  of 
fpcaking  trumpet,  Mke  a  vaft  tunnel,  and  clapped 
the  pipe  to  his  ear:  as  the  circumference  of  this 
machine  included  the  fhip  and  all  the  crew,  the  W)it 
feeble  voice  was  conveyed  along  the  circular  fibres 
ef  the  nail;  fo  that,:  thanks  to  his  iriduftry,  the 
philof  jphcr  could  difliniflly  hear  the  buzzing  of  our 
jn^eds  that  were  below  ;  in  a  few  hours  he  dji'-- 
tinguiflied  articulatjc  founds,  and  at  lalT  plainly 
underfbood  the  French  language.  The  dwarf  heard 
t-he  fame,  though  with  iviore  difficulty. 

The  alloniffiment  of  our  travellers  increafed  every 
inilant.  They  heard  a  neft  of  mites  talk  in  a  pretty 
fenfible  drain  :  and  that  Lufus"  Naturae  fcemed  to 
them  ine::pJ:cable.     Ycu  need  not  doubt  but  th(? 

Siriaa 
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Sirim  and  his  dwarf  glowed  with  impatience  to  en?ter 
i'4to  coiiveriation  with  iuch  atoms.  Micromegas 
tjeing  afraid  that  kis  voice,  like  thunder,  would 
4eaten  and  confound  the  mites,  without  being 
imderltood  by  them,  lav.:  the  neceflity  of  diminiihing 
the  found;  each,  xhcxrefore,  put  into  his  mouth  a 
fort  of  fiuaU  tooth- pick,  the  lender  end  of  which 
reached  to  ihe  veflel.  The  Sirian  fetting  the  dwarf, 
upon  his  knees,  and  the  fhip  and  crew  upon  his 
nail,  held  down  his  head  and  fpoke  foftly,  ,  hi 
fine,  having  taken  thefe  und  a  great  many  more.! p^er* 
cautions,  he  addrefled  himfelftothem  in  thefeword^;t 
"  O  ye  inviiible  infects,  v/hom  the  hand  of  the 
Creatoi  hath  deigned  to  produce  in  the  abyfs  of  in- 
finite littienpfs,  1  give  praiie  toM^  go(?dnefe,.in.that 
lie  hath  been  pleafed  to  difclofe  unto  rne  thpife  fecret? 
that  feemed  to  be  impenetriible ;  perhaps  the  court 
of  Sirius  wiU  not  diidain  to  behold  you  with  admi- 
ration :  for  my  own  part,  I  defpife  no  creatuj^,  and- 
tiisrefore  offer  you  rny  pratedion.'*  -j    '    ,;" 

.  If  ever  thcr,e  was  fuch  ^a  thing  as  aftoHifiimeni:^]]^ 
Ceized  upon  the  people  who  ^itard  this  addrefs,  anrd- 
yyho  could  not  conceive  irpm  whence  it  proceeded, 
Th^  chaplain  of  the  fhip  repeated  exorciliiis,  (bq 
■failors  fwore,  and  the  philofopliers  formed  a  fyftem  : 
bur,  notwithdanding  all  their  fyfiems,  they  could 
not  divine  who  the  perfon  was  that  fpoke  to  them. 
Then  the  dwarf  of  Saturn,  whofe  voice  was  foft^er 
^han  that  of  Micromegas,  gave  them  briefly  to  un- 
derftand  what  fpecies  of  beings  they  had  to  do 
ivith.  He  related  the  particulars  of  their  voyage 
from  Saturn,  made  them  acquainted  with  the  ranl^ 
^nd  quality  of  Monfieur  Micromegas ;  and  after 
•having  pitied  their  fmallnefs,  afked  if  they  had  al:r 
ways  been  in  that  miferable  {late,,  fo  near  a-kin  to, 
jjuinihilation ;  and  what  their  bufmefs  was  upo^ 

S    2  th5;t 
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that  globe  which  feemed  to  be  the  property  of 
whales  ;  he  alfo  defired  to  know  if  they  were  happy 
in  their  fituation,  if  they  propagated  their  fpecies, 
if  they  were  infpired  with  fouls  ?  and  put  a  hundred 
queflions  of  the  like  nature. 

A  certain  mathematician  on  board,  more  coura* 
geous  than  the  reft,  and  fhocked  to  hear  his  foul 
called  in  queftion,  planted  his  quadrant,  and  having 
taken  two  obfervations  of  this  interlocutor,  "  You 
believe  then,  Mr,  what  d'ye  callum,"  faid  he,  *'  that 
becaufe  you  meafure  from  head  to  foot  a  thoufand 

fathoms'*' "  A  thoufand  fathoms  !*'  cried  the 

dwarf,  "  good  heaven !  how  fnould  he  know  the 
height  of  my  Ilature  ?  a  thoufand  fathoms  !  my  very 
dimenfions  to  an  hair.  What,  meafured  by  a  mite ! 
this  atam,  forlboth,  is  a  geometrician,  and  knows 
exadly  how  tall  1  am:  while  J,  who  can  fcarce 
perceiv<2  him  through  a  microfcope,  am  utterly  ig- 
norant of  his  extent !  ''  Yes,  I  have  taken  your  mea- 
fure," anfwered  the  philofopher,  "and  I  will  now 
do  the  f?ime  by  your  tall  companion/*  The  pro- 
pofal  was  embraced  ;  his  excellency  laid  himfelf  a- 
k)ng :  for,  had  he  ftood  upright,  his  head  would 
have  reached  too  far  above  the  clouds.  Our  ma- 
fhematicians  planted  a  tall  tree  in  a  certain  part  of 
himwhich  dodor  Swift  would  have  mentioned  with- 
out hefiration,  but  which  1  forbear  to  call  by  its 
li'ame,  out  of  my  inviolable  refpeft  for  the  ladies  ; 
then,  *by  a  feries  of  triangles  joined  together,  they 
difcovere(j[,  that  the  objedt  of  their  observation  was 
a  ilrapping  youth,  exactly  one  hundred  and  twen? 
ty  thoufand  royal  feet  in  length. 
''■  In  confcquence  of  this  calculation,  MIcromegas 
tigered  thefe  words :  "  I  am  now  more  than  ever 
convinced  that  we  ought  to  judge  of  nothing  by 
\i%  external  magnitude.  O  God !  who  haft  be- 
^*' -  ftowed 


Ml  c  R  0  M  i:  G  A  s.  141 

ftowed  underflanding  upon  fuch  fecmlngly  con- 
temptible fabftances,  thou  canfl  with  equal  eafe 
produce  that  which  is  infinitely  imall,  as  that  which 
is  incredibly  great :  and  if  it  be  poflible,  that  among 
thy  works  there  are  beings  iUII  more  diminutive 
than  thefe,  they  may  neverthelefs,  be  endued 
with  underflanding  fuperior  to  the  intelligence  of 
thofe  itupendous  animals  I  have  feen  in  heaven,  a 
fingle  foot  of  whom  is  larger  than  this  whole  globe 
on  which  I  have  alighted."  One  of  the  philofophera 
bid  him  be  aifured,  thtit  there  were  intelligent  beings 
much  fmaller  than  man,  and  recounted  not  only 
Virgil's  whole  fable  of  the  bees,  but  alfo  defcribed 
all  that  Swammerdam  hath  difcovered,  and  Reau- 
mur dilfected.  In  a  word,  he  infbrmed  him  that 
there  are  animals  which  bear  the  lame  proportion 
to  bees,  which  bees  bear  to  m-an  ;  the  fame  as  the 
Sirian  himfelf  was  to  thofe  vail  beings  whom  he 
had  mentioned  ;  and  as  thofe  huge  animals  were  to 
other  fubilances,  before  whom  they  would  appear 
Uke  fo  many  particles  of  duft.  Here  the  converfarion 
became  very  intereftinT;,and  Micromegas  proceeded 
in  thefe  words, 


CHAP.     VII. 

A  eonverfation  that  pafTed  between  our  travellers 
and  the  men  they  had  encountered. 

"  /^  Ye  intelligent  atoms,  in  whom  the  Su- 
^  V-/  preme  Being  hath  been  pleafed  to  manifeH: 
his  omnifcience  and  power,  without  all  doubt  your 
joys  on  this  earth  mufl  be  pure  and  exquifite :  for 
being  unincumbered  with  matter,  and,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, little  elfc  than  foul,  you  muflfpend  your 

lives 
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lives  in-  the  delights  of  love  and  reflexion,  which 
are  the  true  enjoyments  of  a  perfect  fpirit.  True 
happinefs  I  have  no  where  found  ;  but  certainly 
here  it  dwells.'*  At  this  harangue,  all  the  philofo- 
phers  fhook  their  heads,  and  one  among  ihe  reft, 
more  candid  than  his  brethren,  frankly  owned, 
that,  excepting  a  very  fmall  number  of  inhabitants, 
who  were  very  httle  efteemed  by  their  fellows,  all 
the  reft  were  a  parcel  of  knaves,  fools,  and  mifer- 
;ible  wTetches,  ''  We  have  matter  enough,'*  laid 
he,  "  to  do  abundance  of  miichief,  if  mifchief 
comes  of  matter  ;  and  too  much  underftanding,  if 
evil  flows  from  underftanding  ;  you  muft  know, 
for  example,  that  this  very  moment,  while  I  am 
fpeaking,  there  are  one  hundred  thoufand  animals 
of  our  own  fpecies,  covered  with  hats,  flaying  an 
equal  number  of  fellow- creatures  who  wear  tur- 
bans ;  at  leaft,  they  are  either  flaying  or  flain  ;  and 
this  hath  been  nearly  the  cafe  all  over  the  earth 
from  ticn-e  immemorial."  The  Sirian  fliuddering 
at  this  information,  begged  to  know  the  caufe  of 
tjiofe  horribk  quarrels  among  fuch  a  puny  race  , 
and  was  given  to  underftand,  that  the  fubjeft  of 
the  difpute  was  fome  pitiful  mole-hill  no  bigger 
than  his  heel ;  not  that  any  one  of  thofe  millions 
who  cut  one  another's,  throats  pretends  to  have 
the  leaft  claim  to  the  fmallcft  panicle  of  that  clod  ; 
thequedion  is  to  know,  whether  it  ftiall  belong  to 
a  certain  perfon  who  is  known  by  the  name  of  Sul- 
tan, or  to  another  whom  (for  what  reafon  I  know 
not)  they  dignify  with  the  appellation  of  Casfar. 
Neither  one  nor  t'other  has  ever  feen,  or  ever  will 
fee,  the  pitifwl  corner  in  queftion ;  and  fcarce  one 
of  thofe  wretches  who  facrifice  one  another  hath 
ever  beheld  the  animal  on  whofe  account  they  are 
iiautually  facrificed ! 
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"  x\h  mlfcreants  !  (cried  the  indignant  Sirlan) 
fuch  excefs  of  defperate  rage  is  beyond  conception. 
I  have  a  good  mind  to  take  two  or  three  fteps,  and 
trample  the  whole  neft  of  fuch  ridiculous  atTalTms 
under  my  feet.**  "  Don't  give  yourfelf  the  trouble^ 
(replied  the  philofopher)  they  are  indtvftrious  e- 
nough  in  procuring  their  own  de(lru6lion  ^  at  the 
end  of  ten  years  the  hundredth  part  of  thofe 
wretches  will  be  no  more  :  for,  you  mufl  know, 
thrJ:  though  they  Hiould  not  draw  a  fword  in  thie 
caufe  they  have  efpoufed,  famine,  fatigue,  and  in- 
temperance, would  fweep  almoft  all  of  them  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Befides,  the  punifliment 
fliould  not  be  inftided  upon  them,  but  upon  thofe 
fedenta-ry  and  flothful  barbarians,  who,  from  their 
clofe-ftools,  give  orders  for  munhering  a  million  of 
men,  and  then  folemnly  thank  God  for  their  fuc- 
cefs." 

Our  traveller,  moved  with  compafTion  for  the 
little  human  race,  in  which  he  discovered  fuch  a- 
flonifliing  contrafls,  "  Since  you  are  of  the  fmall 
number  of  the  wife,  (faidhe)  and  in  all  likelihood 
do  not  engage  yourfelves  in  the  trade  of  murder 
for  hire,  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  me  your  occupa- 
tion." "  We  anatomize  flies,  (replied  the  philo- 
fopher) we  mealure  lines,  we  make  calculations, 
we  agree  upon  two  or  three  points  which  we  un- 
derlland,  and  difpute  upon  two  or  three  thoufand 
{hat  are  beyond  our  comprehenfion."  Then  the 
flrangers  being  feized  with  the  whim  of  interro^ 
gating  thofe  thinking  atoms,  upon  the  fobjeds  a- 
bout  vi^hich  they  were  agreed,  "  How  far  (faid  the 
Sirian)  do  you  reckon  the  diHance  between  the 
great  liar  of  the  conftellation  Gemini,  and  that 
called  Caniculus  ?^*  To  this  quellion  all  of  them 
anfwcred   \vith   one  voice,   ''  rhirty-two  degrees 

and 
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and  an  half.'*  *VAnd  what  is  the  didance  fronrt 
hence  to  the  moon  ?"  "  Sixty  femidiametera  of  th6 
earth."  He  then  thought  to  puzzle  them  by  afk- 
ing  the  weight  of  the  air ;  but  they  anfwered  di- 
llindly^  that  common  air  is  about  nine  hundred 
times  fpecifically  lighter  than  an  equal  column  of 
the  lightefl  water,  and  nineteen  hundred  times 
lighter  than  current  gold.  The  little  dwarf  of  Sa- 
turn, aftoniflied  at  their  anfwers,  was  now  tempted 
to  believe  thofe  very  people  forcerers,  whom^  but 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  before,  he  would  not  allow  to 
be  infpired  with  fouls. 

"  Well,  (fald  Micromegas,)  fmce  you  know  fo 
well  what  is  without  you,  doubt lefs  you  are  flill 
moreperfediy  acquainted  with  that  which  is  with- 
in ;  tell  me  what  is  the  foul,  and  how  your  ideas 
are  framed  ?'*  Here  the  philofophers  fpoke  all  to- 
gether as  before  ;  but  each  was  of  a  different  opi- 
nion :  the  eldefl  quoted  Ariftotle ;  another  pro- 
nounced the  name  of  Delcartci; ;  a  third  mentioned 
Mallebranche  ;  a  fourth  Leibnitz ;  and  a  fifth 
Locke:  an  old  pcripatician lifting  up  his  voice,  ex- 
claimed with  an  air  of  confidence,  "  The  foul  is 
perfedion  and  reafon,  having  power  to  be  fuch  aa 
it  is:"  as  Ariflotle  exprefsly  declares,  page  6^^^ 
of  the  Louvre  edition. 

*'  I  am  not  very  well  verfed  in  Greek,"  faid  thtf 
giant :  **  Nor  I  neither,"  replied  the  philofophical 
mite.  '*  Whv  then  do  you  quote  that  fame  Arif- 
ftotle  in  Greek  ?"  refumed  the  Sirian :  *'  Becaufe, 
(anfwered  the  other,)  it  is  but  reafonable  we  fhould 
quote  what  we  do  not  comprehend  in  a  language 
"we  do  not  underlland." 

Here  the  Cartefian  inferpofmt^,  "  The  foul  (faid 

he,) 
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hc',)  is  a  pure  f^Irlt  or  intelligence,  which  hath  re- 
ceived in  the  mother's  womb  all  the  metaphyiical 
ideas  ;  but,  upon  leaving'  that  prifon,  is  obliged  tO' 
go  to  fchool,  and  learn  anew  that  knowledge  which 
it  hath  loft,  and  will  never  more  attain."  '^  So  it 
was.  necefliary  (replied  the  animal  of  eight  leagues,)*, 
that  thy  foul  fhould  be  learned  in  thy  mother's 
womb,  in  order  to  be  fb  ignorant  when  thou  haft: 
got  a  beard  upon  thy  chin  :  but,  what  doft  thou 
underftand  by  fpirit  ?  ''  To  what  purpofe  do  you 
aik  mc  that  queftion  ?  (faid  the  philofopher,)  I  have- 
no  idea  of  it :  indeed  it  is  fuppofed  to'  be  immateri^ 
ail.'*  *'  At  leaft,  thou  knoweft  what  matter  is  ?'* 
tefumed  the  Sirian.  **  Perfectly  well,  (anfwered; 
the  other.)  For  example,  that  ftone  is  grey,  is  of 
a  certain  figure,  has  three  dimenfions,  fpecifick 
weight,  and  divifibility."  **  Right,  (faid  the  giant,) 
I  want  to  know  what  that  object  is,  which,  accord^ 
lag  to  thy  obfervatlon,  hath  a  grey  colour,weight4 
and  divifibility."  "Thou  feeft  a  fewqualitie«,but  dolt 
thou  know  the  nature  of  the  thing  itfelf?"  *'  Nor 
i  truly,'*  anfwered  the  Cartefian.  Upon  which 
the  other  told  him  he  did  not  know  what  matter 
iyas.  Then  addrefting  himfelf  to  another  fage  who 
Aood  upon  his  thumb,  he  afl^ed  what  is  the  foul  ? 
-and  what  are  her  fund;ions  ?  *'  Nothing  at  all,  (re- 
plied this  difciple  of  Mallebranchej)  God  hath  made- 
fcvery  thing  for  my  convenience ;  in  him  }.  fee  eve- 
fv  thing,  by  him  I  a£l;  he  is  the  univerfalAgent,  and 
I  never  meddle  in  his  work."  "  That  is  being  a 
hon-eutity  indeed,"  faid  the  Sirian  fage ;  who,  turn- 
ing to  a  follower  of  Leibnitz-,  *'  Hark  ye,  friend^ 
whiit  is  thy  opinion  of  the  foul  ?"  "  In  my  cpinionj 
anfwered  this  mcraphyfician).  the  foul  is  the  hand 
that  points  at  the  hour,  while  my  body  does  thef- 
(J^ce  of  a  clock  ;  or^  if  you  pleafe,  the  foul  is  the 
Vol;  1;  f  T  clock, 
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cloickjnzlnd  the-  body  is  the  pointer;  or  again, 
my  foul  is  the  mirrour  of  the  univerfe,  and  my 
body  the  frame.  All  this  is  clear  and  uncontro- 
vertible. 

A  little  partizan  of  Locke,   who  chanced  to  be 
prefent,  being  aiked  his  opinion  on  the  fame  fub- 
je£):,  "  I  do  not  know  (faid  he)  by  what  power  I 
think ;  but  well  I  know,  that  1  Ibould  never  have 
thought  without  the  alliftance  of  my  fenfes  :   that 
there  are  immaterial  and  intelligent  fubftances,  I  do 
not  at  all  doubt ;  but  that  it  is  impolTible  for  God 
to  communicate  the  faculty  of  thinking  to  matter, 
I  doubt  very  much.   I  revere  the  eiernal  Power,  to 
which  it  would  ill  become  me  to  prefcribe  bounds : 
I  affirm  nothing,  and  am  contented  to  believe  that 
many  more   things   are   pollible  than  are  ufually 
thought  fo/*    Ihe  Sirian   fmiled  at   this  declara- 
tion, and  did  not  look  upon  the  author  as  the  leaft 
.  fagacious  of  the  company  :  and  as  for  the  dwarf  of 
Saturn,  he  would  have  embraced  this  adherent  of 
Locke,  had  it  not  been  for  the  extreme  difpropor- 
tion  in  their  different  fiz:s.  But  unluckily  there  was 
another  animalcule  in  a  fquare  cap,  who,  taking  the 
word  from  all  his  phiiofophical  brethren,  affirmed 
that  he  knew  the  vi'hole  fecret  which  was  contain- 
ed in  the  abridgement  of  St  Ihomas :  he  furveyed 
the  two  celellial  ilrangers   from   top  to  toe,   and 
maintained  to  their  faces   that  their  perfons,  their 
falhions,  their   funs  and  their  liars,   were  created 
folely  for  the  ufe  of  man.     At  this  wild  affertion 
our  two  travellers  let  themfelves   tumble    topfy 
turvy,   feized  with  a  fit   of  that  inextinguifliable 
laughter,  which  (according  to  Homer)  is  the  por- 
tion of  the  immortal  gods  ;   their  bellies  quivered, 
their  ihouldeis  rofe  and  fell,  and,  during  thefe  cor- 
vnlfions,  the  veffel  fell  from  the  Sirian's  nail  into; 
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the  Saturnian's  pocket,  where  thefe  worthy  people 
fearched  for  it  a  lona;  time  with  great  diligence.— 
At  length,  having  found  the  fhip,  and  fet  every- 
thing to  rights  again,  the  Sirian  refuming  the  dii- 
courfe  with  thofe  diminutive  mites,  promifed  to 
compofe  for  them  a  choice  book  of  phiiofophy, 
which  would  teach  them  abundance  of  admirable 
fciences,  and  demonftrate  the  very  effence  of  things. 
Accordingly,  before  his  departure,  he  made  them 
a  prefent  of  the  book,  which  was  brought  to  the 
academy  of  fciences  at  Paris  ;  but  when  the  old 
fecretary  came  to  open  it,  he  law  nothing  but  blank 
paper,  upon  which  "  Ay,  ay,  (faid  he)  this  is  jull 
what  I  fufpeaed." 
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C  H  A  P.     I. 

How  the  Prlncefs  Amafidia  meets  a  Bull. 

THE  young  Princcfs  Amafidia,  daughter  of 
Amafi,  King  of  Tanis  in  Egypt,  took  a  walk 
upon  the  high-way  of  Pelxifitim  with  the  ladles  of 
her  train.  She  was  funk  in  a  deep  melancholy  ;' 
the  tears  guihed  from  h-er  beautiful  eyes.  Ihe 
caufe  of  her  grief  is  known,  as  well  as  the  fears  ihe 
entertained,  iefl  that  grief  fhould  difpleafe  the  king 
her  father.  The  old  man  Mambres,  ancient  magi- 
cian and  eunuch  of  the  Pharaohs,  was  hefide  her, 
and  feidom  left  her.  He  was  prefent  at  her  birth; 
he  had  educated  her,  and  taught  her  all  that  a  fair 
princefs  was  allowed  to  know  of  the  fciences  of 
Egypt.  The  mind  of  Amafidia  equalled  her  beau- 
ty ;  her  fenfibility  and  tendernefs  did  not  yield  to 
the  charms  of  her  perfon  ;  and  it  was  this  fenfibili- 
'ty  which  coil  her  fo  many  tears. 

The  Princefs  was  four  and  twenty  years  old  ;  the 
magician  Mambres  about  thirteen  hundred.  It 
was  he,  as  every  one  kno\YS,  who  had  that  famous 
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difpute  with  Mofes,  in  which  the  vidory  was  fe 
long  doubtful  betwixt  thefe  two  profound  phiiofo- 
phers.  If  Mambres  yielded,  it  was  owing  to  the 
vifible  proteftion  of  the  celeftial  powers  who  fa- 
voured his  rival :  it  required  gods  to  overcome 
Mambres. 

Amafis  made  him  fuperintendant  of  his  daugh- 
ter's houfhold,  and  he  acquitted  himlelf  in  this 
office  with  his  ufual  pruiicnce*  His  compaflion 
was  excited  by  the  fighs  of  the  beautiful  Ama- 
iidia. 

"  O  my  lover,"  cried  (he  fometimes  to  herfelf. 
*'  my  young,  my  dear  lover,  O  greatefl  of  conquer- 
ors, moft  accompHfhed,  moA  beautiful  of  men ! 
Almoft:  feven  years  had  thou  difappeared  from  the 
world :  What  god  has  {hatched  thee  from  thy 
tender  Amafidia  ?  1  hou  art  not  dead.  The  wife 
Egyptian  proplicts  cop-fefs  this.  But  thou  art  dead 
to  me,  I  am  alone  in  the  world  ;  to  me  it  is  a  de- 
fart.  By  what  extraordinary  prodigy  hail  thou 
abandoned  thy  throne  and  thy  miilrefs?  lliy 
throne,  which  was  the  fir  ft  in  the  world  ;— howe- 
ver, that  is  a  matter  of  fmall  confequence :— but 
to  abandon  nie  v»ho  adores  thee,  O !  my  dear 
Na-.-." 

She  was  going  on---"  Tremble  to  pronoiincd 
that  fatal  name,"  ,faid  Mambres,  the  ancient  eu- 
nuch and  magician  of  the  Pharaohs,)  "  you  would 
perhaps  be  difcovered  by  fomeofthe  ladies  of  your 
<-ourt ;  they  are  i;ll  very  much  devoted  to  you,  and 
all  fair  ladies  certainly  make  it  a  merit  to  ferVe  the 
noble  palTions  of  fair  princeifes.  But  there  may  be 
oneamongft  them  indifcrect5and  even  treacherous. 
You  know  that  your  father,  although  he  loves  you, 
has  fworn  to  put  you  to  death,  fhouid  you  pro- 
nounce the  terrible  najiie  always  ready  to  efcape 
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out"  lips.  This  hw  is  fevere  ;  biit  yoii  have  not 
•een  educated  in  Egyptian  wifdom  to  be  ignorant 
of  the  government  of  the  tongue :  remember  tha; 
Harpocrates,  one  of  our  greateft  gods,  has  always 
his  finger  upon  his  mouth." 

The  beautiful  Amafidia  wept,  and  was  filent. 

As  fhe  penfively  advanced  towards  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  (he  perceived  at  a  diftance  under  a  thic- 
ket, watered  by  the  river,  an  old  woman  in  a  tatter-  ■ 
ed  grey  garmenci  feated  on  a  hillock ;  die  had  be- 
fide  her  a  fhe-afs,  a  dog^  a  he-goat :  oppofite  to  her 
was  a  ferpent,  which  was  not  like  the  common  fer- 
pents;  for  its  eyes  were  mild,  its  phyfiognomy  nobk 
and  engaging,  its  fein  fhone  with  the  livelied  and 
fv/eetefl  colours.  A  huge  fifli,  half  immerfed  in  the 
river,  was  not  the  leall  allon.ilhing  figure  in  the 
groupe.  And  on  a  neighbouring  tree  were  perch- 
ed a  raven  and  a  pigeon.  All  thefe  creatures 
feemed  to  carry  on  a  Very  animated  converfa- 
tion. 

"  Alas  I"  faid  the  princefs  in  a  low  tone,  thefe 
animals  undoubtedly  (peak  of  their  loves,  and  it  is 
not  fo  much  as  allowed  me  to  mention  the  name 
of  mine." 

The  old  woman  held  in  her  hand  a  llender  fteel 
cha,in,  a  hundred  fathoms  long,  to  which  was  made 
fall  a  bull  v/hd  fed  in  the  meadow.  This  bull  was 
white,  .perfet^ly  Well  made,  plump,  and  at  the  fame 
time  agile,  v^^hich  is  a  thing  feldoni  to  be  foilnd. 
He  Was  the  riioil  beautiful  that  Wa§  ever  feen  of  his 
kind.  Neither  the  bull  of  Pafiphae,  nor  that  iii 
whofe  fhape  Jupiter  appeared  when  he  carried  6it 
Europa^  could  be  compared  to  this  hdble  animal. 
The  charming  young  heifer  into  which  Ifis  was 
changed  Would  have  fcarcc  been  Vforthy  of 
him. 
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As  foon  as  he  f^^w  the  princefs,  he  ran  toward • 
her  with  the  fwlftnefs  of  a  young  Arabian  hoi  fe, 
who  flies  over  the  plains  anc}  rivers  of  the  ancient 
Saana,  to  approach  the  lovely  mare  whp  reigns  in 
his  heart,  and  makes  him  prick  up  his  ears.  1  hq. 
old  woman  ufed  her  utmolt  efforts  to  reflrain  him. 
The  ferpent  wanted  to  terrify  him  by  its  hifling. 
The  dog  followed  him,  and  bit  his  beautiful  limbs. 
The  flie-afs  crofTed  his  way,  and  kicked  him  tq 
inake  him  return.  The  great  fiih  remounted  the 
Nile,  and  darting  himfelf  out  of  the  water,  threat- 
ened to  devour  hiu"i  '  ^  he  he- goat  remained  im- 
moveable, and  flruck  with  fear.  The  v^ven  flut- 
tered round  his  head  as  if  he  \yanted  to  tear  out 
his  eyes.  The  pigeon  alone  accompanied  hin> 
from  cvtripfity,  and  applaijded  him  by  a  fwept  mur- 
mur. 

So  extraordinary  a  fight  threw  Marnbres  iniq 
fcriou^  refledipns.     In  the  meanwhile,  the  vhite 
bull,  dragging  after  him  his  chain  and  the  old  wo^ 
man,  had  already   reached  the  princefs,  whp  wa^ 
ftruck  with  aftonifliment   and   fear.     He   throws 
hiimfelf  cit  her  feet,  he  IqiTes  them,   he  fheds  tears, . 
he  looks  upon  her  with  eyes,  in  .which  there  wa^  , 
an  uncommon  mixture  of  grief  and  joy.     He  da- 
red not  to  low,   left  he  fnould  terrify  the  beautiful . 
Amafidia.     He  could  not  fpeak.     A  weak  ufe  of 
the  voice,  granted  by  Heaven  to  certain  animals, 
^yas  depied  him  ;  but  all  his  actions  were  eloquent.  ; 
The   princefs  was  delighted  with  him  ;    fhe  foun4 
that  a  trifling  arnufement  could  fufppnd  for  fome 
moments  even  the  mod  pungent  grief.     *•  Here, 
faid   fhe,  is  a  moft   amiable  anima] ;  I  could  wifh' 
much  to  have  him  in  my  fiable." 

Jit  thefe  \vord-s  x\ie  bull  bent  himfelf  on  his  four 
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imees  and  kliTed  the  ground.  "  He  underdands 
me,  cried  the  piincefe;  he  fhews  me  that  he  wants 
to  be  mine.  Ah,  heavenly  nniagician ;  ah,  divine 
eunuch,  give  me  this  confoiation.  Purchafe  this 
beautiful  cherubim  *.  Settle  the  price  with  the 
old  woman,  to  whom  he  no  doubt  belongs*  This 
animal  mull  be  inline :  do  not  refufe  me  this  in- 
nocent comfort."  All  the  ladles  joined  their  re- 
quells  to  the  entreaties  of  the  princefs.  Mambres 
yielded  to  theni,  and  went  to  fpeak  to  the  old  wo- 
man. 


CHAP.    11. 

How  the  wife  Mambres,  formerly  Magician  of 
Pharaoh,  knew  again  the  old  Woman,  and  wa^ 
known  by  her. 

«  TV  /TAD AM,"  faid  he  td  her,  ^«  yoiiknow  that 
iVJ.  ladies,  and  particularly  princefTes,  have 
ileed  of  amufement.  The  daughter  of  the  king  is 
diftrafledly  fond  of  your  bull,  I  beg  that  you  will 
fell  him  to  us ;  you  (hail  be  paid  in  ready  money.'^ 
'^  Sir,"  anfwered  the  old  woman,  ^'  this  pre- 
cious animal  does  not  belong  to  nie.  I  am  charg- 
ed, together  with  all  the  beads  which  you  fee,  to 
keep  him  with  care,  to  watch  all  his  mcftions,  and 
to  give  an  e?tacl:  account  of  them.  God  forbid 
that  I  fhould  ever  have  any  iriclination  to  fell  this 
invaluable  animal." 

Mambres,  upon  this  difcourfe,  began  to  have  a 
V  2  cori- 
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g^i^fafed.  renji.^ipbranGC  of  fomething  \iihich  he 
^O^ld  not  yet  prQperly  diilicguifii.  He  eyed  the 
pid  wonian  in  the  grey  cloal;  with  greater  atten- 
tion-— *'  Refpedable  lady/'  fald  he  to  her,  *'  1  ei- 
ther miflake,  or  I  have  fecn  you  forrherlyi**-— "  I, 
make  no  mifiake,"  replied  the  ojd  woman,  "  I 
have  fe^n  you  feven  hundred  years  ago,  in  a  jour- 
ney which  1  made  iTom  Syria  into  Egypt  foine 
ingntbs  after  the  deftruclionof  Troy5\yhen  Hiram, 
i\x^  f^conjj  reigned  at  Tyre,  and  Nephel  Keres  ia 
ancient  Egypt." — *'  Ah!  madam,"  cried  the  old 
man,  "  you  are  the  remarkable  witch  of  Endor.'*- 
V  And,  you^..  Sh-,"  -laid  tlie  il)rc£rels,  embracing, 
him,  "  are  the  great  Mambres  of  Egypt." — 

"  O  unforefeen  meeting  !  memorable  day  !  eter- 
nal decrees  !  fa  id  Mambres  ;  it  certainly  is  not 
without  permiliibn  of  the  univeffal  providence  that 
tye  meet  ^gaiu  in  this  meadow  upon  the  banks,  of 
the  Is^ile,  near  the  noble  city  of  Tanis^  What,  is 
it  you  who  are  fo  famous  upon  the  banks  of  your 
Utile  Jordan,  and  the  fipfl  pqrfon  in  the  world  for 
rajfiiig  a.pparitions  ?" 

"  Whfit;,  i§  i^  you,;  Sir,  who  are  fo  famous  for 
^hanging  rods  into  a  ferpent,  the  day  into  darknefs, 
and  rivers  into  blood  r"  "  Yes,  madam^,  but  my_ 
great  age  has^  in  part,  deprived  me  of  my  k;iow- 
iedge  and  power.  I  am  ignorant  from  \yhenGe  you 
'h^ve  this  beautiful  bullj  and  who  thefe  animals 
^je,  that,  together  with  you,  watch  around  him." 
The  old  woman  recoli!q(6iiBg  herlelf,  raifed  her  eyes 
to  heaven,  then  repiietl : 

"  My  dear  Mambres,  we  are  of  the  fame  pro- 
fcflipn,  but  it  is  exprefsly  forbiddeja  me  to  tell  you 
iyhp  this  bull  is.  1  can  fatisfy  you  with  regard  to 
tile  other  animals.    Ycu  will  eafily  know  them  by 

the 
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the  marks  which  characterife  them.  The  ferpent 
is  that  which  peiTuaded  Eve  to  eat  an  apple,  and 
tp  make  her  huiband  partake  of  ir.  The  afs,  that 
whicli  fpoke  to  your  cotemporary  5a^a^n"i  in  a  hol- 
\g\y  way.  The  hfh,  which  always  carries  its  head 
above  water,  is  that  which  fvi'allowed  Jonas  a  few 
years  ago.  The  dog  is  he  who  followed  the  angel 
Raphael  and  the  young  Tobit  in  their  journey  to 
Ragufa  in  Media,  in  the  time  of  the  great  Salma- 
nazar. This  goat  is  he  who  expiates  all  the  fms  of 
your  nation.  The  raven  and  the  pigeon,  thofe 
which  were  in  the  ark  of  Noah:---gr€at  event !  uni- 
verfal  cataflrophe !  of  which  almoil  all  the  worl<l 
is  flill  ignorant*  You  are  now  informed  ;— but  of 
the  bull  you  can  know  nothing." 

Mambres,  having  liftened  with  refpect,  faidj 
^' The  Eternal,  O  illuflrious  witch  !  reveals  and 
conceals  what  he  thinks  proper.  All  the  animals, 
who,  together  with  you,  are  entrufted  with  the  cu- 
ftody  of  the  \yhite  bull,  are  only  known  to  your 
generous  and  agreeable  nation,  which  is  itfelf  un- 
known to  almofl  all  the  world.  The  miracles 
which  you  and  your's,  I  and  mine,  have  performed, 
ihall  one  day  be  a  great  fubjecl  of  doubt  and  fcan-. 
(Jal  to  falfe  philofophers.  But  happily  thefe  mi- 
racles lliall  hnd  behef  with  the  real  fages  who  /hall 
prove  fubrnKTive  to  the  enlightened  in  one  cor- 
ner of  the  world ;  and  this  is  all  that  is  necef- 
fary." 

As  he  fpoke  thefe  words,  the  pfincefs  pulled  h\n\ 
ty  the  fleeve,  and  faid  to  him,  "  Mambres^  will 
jrou  not  buy  my  bull  ?"  The  magician,  plunged 
into  a  deep  reverie,  made  no  reply,  and  Amalidia 
f)0ured  forth  her  tears. 

.    She  then  addrelTed  herfeif  to   the  old  womar\, 

"  My 
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*'  My  good  woman,"  faid  flic,  "  I  conjure  you,  by  aft 
you  hold  moft  dear  in  the  world,  by  your  father, 
by  your  mother,  by  your  nurfe,  who  are  certainly 
ftill  alive,  t6  fell  me  not  only  your  bull,  but  like- 
wife  your  pigeon,  which  feenls  very  much  arta.chcd 
to  him. 

"  As  for  the  other  animals,  I  do  not  want  them  ; 
but  I  (hall  catch  the  vapours  if  you  do  not  fell  me 
this'  charming  bull,  who  will  be  all  the  happinefs 
of  my  life." 

^-^;  The  old  worhan  refptftfully  kilTcd  the  fringe  of 
htf  gauze  robe,  and  replied,  '•  Princefs,  my  bult 
is  riot  to  be  fold  ;  your  illudrious  magician  is  ac- 
quainted with  this;  All  that  I  can  do  for  yourfer- 
vice  is,  to  permit  him  to  feed  every  day  near  your 
palace:  Yoii  may  carefs  him",  give  him  bifcuits, 
apd  make  him  dance  about  at  your  pleafure  ;  bu^ 
he  mufl  always  be  under  the  eyes  of  all  thefe  ani- 
mals who  accompany  me,  and  who^  are  charged 
with  the  keeping  of  him.  If  he  does -not  endea- 
vour to  efcape  from  them,  they  will  prove  peace- 
able; but  if  he  attempts  once  more  to  break  his 
chain,  as  he  did  upon  feeing  you,  woe  be  unto' 
him,  for  I  would  not  anfwei*-  for  his  life :  this 
large  fifh,  which  you  fee^  will  certainly  fwallow* 
him,  and  keep  him  longer  than  three  days  in  his' 
belly;  or  this  ferpent,  who  appears  to  ydu  fo 
inild,  will  give  him  a  mortal  fling.** 

The  white  bull,  who  underdood  perfe6l{y  the' 
old  woman's  converfation,  but  w*as  unable  to 
fpeak,  humbly  accepted  all  the  propofals  ;  he  laid 
himfelf  down  at  her  feet ;  he  lowed  foftly  ;  and 
looking  tenderly  at  Amafidia,  feemed  to  fay  to  her, 
*'  Come  and  fee  me  fometimcs  upon  the  grafs.'* 
■il'he  ferpent  now  took  up  the  converfation :  "  Prin- 
V'  ceGj," 
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;:efs,'*  faid  he,  "  I  advife  you  to  acl  implicitly  as 
aiademoirelle  of  Endor  has  tolJ  you."  The  iher 
afs  likewife  put  in  her  word,  and  was  of  the  opini- 
pnof  the  fcrpent. 

Amafulia  was  afili^led  that  this  ferpent  and  this 
afs  fhould  fpeak  fo  well ;  whiie  a  beautiful  bull,  who 
had  fuch  noble  and  tender  fentiments,  was  unable 
to  exprefs  them.  '*  Alas,"  faid  {he  in  a  low  voice, 
*-  nothing  is  more  common  at  court :  one  fees  there 
every  day  fine  lords  who  cannot  converfe,  andcon' 
temptible  wretches  who  fpeak  v/ith  aifurance." 

*'  This  ferpent,"  faid  Manibres,  "•  is  not  a  con- 
temptible wretch  ;  he  is  perhaps  the  perfonage 
of  the  greateil  importance." 

The  day  now  declined,  and  the  princefs  .was  ob- 
liged to  return  home,  after  having  proinifed  to 
come  back  next  day  at  the  fame  hour.  Her  ladies 
of  the  palace  w^ere  afloniuied,  and  underfcood  no- 
thing of  what  they  had  feen  or  heard.  Mambres 
piade  reflexions,  i'he  princefs  recollecting  that. 
the  ferpent  called  the  eld  wom^n  Mifs,  concluded 
at  random  that  Ilie  was  a  virgin,  and  felt  fome  af- 
flidion  that  ihe  was  ftill  one  herfelf ;  refpetlable 
afflidion  i  which  flie  concealed  vvith  as  much  care 
as  the  name  of  her  lover.     • 


CHAP.    III. 

flow  the  beautiful  AmaHdia  liad  a  fecret  Coiiverfa- 
tion  v/ith  a  beautiful  Serpent. 

'HE  beautiful  princefs  recommended  fccrecy 
to  her  ladies  with  regard  to  what  they  liad 

f^en. 
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feen.  They  all  promifed  it,  and  kept  it  for  a  wholq 
day. 

We  may  believe  that  Amafidia  flept  little  thij 
night ;  an  inexplicable  charm  continually  recalled 
the  idea  of  her  beautiful  bull.  As  foon  therefore  as 
ihe  was  at  freedom  with  her  wife  Mambres,  (he  faid 
to  him  :  "  O^  fage !  this  animal  turns  my  head.*' 
— "  He  employs  mine  very  much,"  faid  Mambres. 
''  I  fee  plainly  that  this  cherubim  is  very  much  fu- 
perioi'  to  thofe  of  his  fpecies.  I  fee  that  there  is  a 
great  myftery,  and  I  fufped  a  fatal  event.  Your 
father  Amafis  is  fufpicious  and  violent;  and  this 
affair  requires  that  you  conduct  yourfelf  with  the 
greateft  precaution." 

*^  Ah  !"  faid  the  princefs,  "  I  have  too  much 
curiofity  to  be  prudent.  It  is  the  only  fentiment 
which  can  uniie  in  my  heart  with  that  which  preys 
upon  me  on  account  of  the  lover  I  have  loft.  Can 
I  not  know  who  this  white  bull  is  that  gives  mq 
fiich  flfange  difquiet  ?" 

Mambres  replied,  "  I  have  already  confefTed  to 
ybu,  madam,  that  my  knowledge  declines  in  pro- 
portion as  my  age  advances  ;  but  I  miftake  much 
if  the  ferpent  is  not  informed  of  what  you  are  fb 
very  defirous  of  knowing.  He  cices  not  want  fenfe ; 
lie  expreffes  himfelf  with  propriety  ;  he  has  been 
long  accuftomed  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the 
ladies."  "Ah!  undoubtedly,"  faid  Amafidia, 
"  this  is  the  beautiful  ferpent  of  Egypt,  who,  by 
fixing  his  tail  into  his  mouth,  is  the  emblem  of 
eternity;  who  enlightens  the  worldwhen  he  opens" 
liis  eyes,  and  darkens  it  when  he  fliuts  them." — 
*'  No,  madam."-—"  It  is  then  the  ferpent  of  E.fcu- 
lapius.-— "  Still  lefs."— It  is  perhaps  Jupiter  under 
the  figure  of  a  ferpent."-—"  Not  at  all."— -^*  Alf, 
now  I  fee,  i  fee  ;  it  is  the  rod  v,'hich  you— -for- 
merly 
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merly  changed  into  a  ferpent."-— "  No,  ma<iam,  it 
is  not,  but  all  thefe  ferpents  are  of  the  fame  family  ; 
the  prefent  has  a  very  high  charader  in  his  own 
country  ;  he  paffes  there  for  the  mod  extraordinary 
ferpent  that  was  ever  feen.  Addrefs  yourfelf  to 
him.  However,  I  warn  you  it  is  a  dangerous  un- 
dertaking* Were  I  in  your  place,  I  would  hardly 
trouble  myfelf  either  with  the  bull,  the  fhe-afs,  the 
ferpent,  the  filh,  the  raven,  or  the  pigeon,-— but 
pafTion  hurries  you  on  ;  and  ail  I  can  do  is  to  pity 
you,  and  tremble." 

The  princefs  conjured  him  to  procure  her  "a  tete 
a  tete  with  the  ferpent.  Mambres,  who  was  ob- 
liging, confented,  and  making  profound  reileftions, 
he  yjent  and  communicated  to  the  witch  in  fo  in- 
fmuating  a  manner  the  whim  of  the  princefs,  that 
the  old  woman  told  him  Amafidia  might  lay  her 
commands  upon  her ;  that  the  ferpent  was  per- 
fectly well  bred,  and  fo  polite  to  the  ladies,  that  he 
wifhed  for  nothing  more  than  to  oblige  them,  and 
would  not  fail  the  princefs's  affignation. 

The  ancient  magician  returned  to  "inform  the 
princefs  of  this   good  news  ;  but  he  flill  dreaded 
.  fome  misfortune,  and  made  reflections.-—"  You 
:defire  to  fpeak  with  the  ferpent,  madam ;  this  you 
^may   accomplifn  whenever   your  highnefs  thinks 
proper.     But  remember  you  mud  flatter  him^  for 
every  animal  has  a  great  deal  of  felf-love^  and  he 
in  particular.    It  is  faid  he  was  formerly  driven  out 
.of  heaven   for   excefTive   pride.'* — *'  I  have  never 
-iheard  of  it,"  replied  the  princefs.—"  1  believe  it," 
faid  the  old  man.    He  then  informed  her  of  all  the 
reports  which  had  been  fpread  about  this  famous 
ferpent.    *'  But,  madam,  whatever  fmgular  adven- 
tures may  have  happened  to   him,   you  never  can 
extort  thefe  fecrets  from  him  but  bv  flatterv :  hav* 
'  Vol.  I.  X  t^  ^       ing 
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ing  formerly  deceived  women,  it  is  reafonable  tfiar 
a  woman  in  her  turn  (hould  deceive  him.*' — "  I 
will  do  my  utmoft,'"  faid  the  princefs ;  and  depart- 
ed with  her  maids  of  honour.  The  old  woman 
was  feeding  the  bull  at  a  confiderable  diftance. 

Mambres  left  Amafidia  to  herfetf,  and  w^nt  and 
difcourfed  with  the  witch.  One  lady  of  honour 
chatted  with  the  iheafs,  the  others  amufed  thenl- 
felves  with  the  goat,  the  dog,  the  raven,  and  the 
pigeon.  As  for  the  large  fifli  that  frightened  every 
body,  he  plunged  himfelf  into  the  Nile  by  order 
of  the  old  wom'an. 

The  ferpent  then  attended  the  beautiful  Amafi- 
dia into  the  grove,  where  they  had  the  following 
converfatioa. 

Serpent, 

"  You  cannot  imagine,  madam,  how  much  I  am- 
flattered  with  the  honour  which  your  highnefs 
deigns  to  confer  upon  me."' 

Princefs,' 

*^  Your  great  reputation,  Sir,  the  beauty  of 
your  countenance,  and  the  brilliancy  of  your  eyes,, 
have  readily  determined  me  to  feek  for  this  con- 
verfation  ;  1  know  by  public  report  (if  it  is  not 
falfe)  that  you  were  formerly  a  very  great  lord  in 
the  empyrenn  heaven.'* 

Serpent, 
•*  It  is  true,  madam,  I  had  there  a  very  diftin- 
guiflied  place.     It  is  pretended  I  am  a  difgracedpu 
lavourite.     'Ihis  is  a  report  which  at  once  went  I 
abroad  in  India  *,     The  Brachmans  were  the  firftj 

whe>| 

♦  The  Brachramns  were  in  fjtd  the  firft  v\l)-j  imagined  a  rt- 

voisl 
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'uho  gave  a  hiftory  of  my  adventures.  And  I  doubt 
not  b.ut  one  day  or  other  the  poets  of  the  north 
will  make  them  the  fubjecl  of  an  extravagant 
epick  poem ;  for  in  truth  it  is  all  that  can  be  made 
of  chem.  Yet  I  am  not  fo  much  fallen,  but  that 
1  have  left  in  this  globe  a  very  extenfive  dominion. 
I  might  venture  to  aii'ext  that  the  whole  earth 
belongs  to  me." 

Trmcefs. 
**  I  believe  it ;  for  they  tell  me  that  your  powers 
of  perfuafion  are  irrefiflible,  and  to  pleafe  is  to 
mgn." 

Serpent, 
*'  I  feel,  madam,  while  I  behold  and  liflen  to 
you,  that  you  have  over  me  the  fame  power  which 
you  afcribe  to  me  over  fo  many  others/' 

Princefi, 

"  You  are,  and  I  believe  it^  an  amiable  con- 
queror :  it  is  faid  that  your  conquefts  among  the 
lair-fex  have  been  numerous,  and  that  you  began 
with  pur  common  mother,  whofe  name  I  havie 
forgot.-' 

Serpent. 

"  They  do  me  injuftice.  She  honoured  me  with 
her  confidence,  and  I  gave  her  the  bed  advice. 
I  denred  thai  fhe  and  her  liufband  fhould  eat  hear- 
tily of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge.  I  ima- 
gined in  doing  this  that  I  fliould  pleafe  the  Ruler 
of  all  things.  It  feemed  to  me,  that  a  tree  fo  ne- 
ceifary  to  the  human  race  was  not  planted  to  be 
entirely  ufelefs.  Would  the  fupreme  Being  have 
X  2  wifhecj 

volt  in  heaven,  and  this  fable  long  after  ferved  as  the  ground- 
work for  the  hiflory  of  the  wars  of  the  giants,  and  fome  oth^ 
hillories. 


11^4'  T^^  WnitB   Bull. 

•wifhed  to  have  been  ferved  by  fools  and  idiots  ?  T$ 
not  the  mind  formed  for  the  acquifirion  of  know- 
ledge and  for  improvement  ?  Is  not  the  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil  neceflary  for  doing  the  one  and 
avoiding  the  other  ?  I  certainly  merited  their 
thanks.'* 

Princefs* 
"  Yet,  they  tell  me  that  you  have  fufFered  for 
it.  Probably  it  is  fince  this  period  that  fo  many 
minifters  have  been  punifhed  for  giving  good  ad- 
vice, and  fo  many  real  philofophers  and  men  of 
genius  perfecuted  for  their  writings  that  were  ufe- 
ful  to  mankind." 
orn^llii  Ir  Serpent. 

*^  It  is  my  enemies  who  have  told  you  thefe  fto- 
ries :  they  cry  that  I  am  out  of  favour  at  court. — ■ 
But  a  proof  that  my  influence  there  has  not  declin- 
ed, is  their  own  confeffion  that  I  entered  into  the 
council  when  it  was  in  agitation  to  try  the  good 
indn  Job;  and  I  was  ^gain  called  upon  when  the 
f efolutlon  was  taken  to  deceive  a  certain  petty 
king  called  Ahab*.  I  alone  was  charged  with  this 
honourable  commifHon." 

/hmsr    ■  Prmefs. 

'^'•**  Ah,  Sir !  I  do  not  believe  that  you  are  form>- 
■ed  to  deceive.  But  fmce  you  are  always  in  the  mi- 
*LUii  X     .'J,  niftry, 

r^i\^\  ^\u\   — 

-:.:*  FIrft  bpok  of  Kin^s,  chap.  xxU.  ver.  20,  21,  Z2.— *<  Aod 
the  X«oFd  faid^  Who  (hall  perfi;ade  Ahab  kin;^  of  Ifrael,  that 
Jie  may  ga  up  and  fall  at  Ramoth  Giltad  ? — And  there  came 
foriK  a  fpirit  and  ftood  before  the  Lord,  and  Paid,  I  will  pefr 
faade  him  :  and  the  Lord  faid  «*ito  him,  How  ?  and  he  faid,  I 
will  go  forth  and  be  a  lying  fpirit  m  the  mouths  of  all  his  pro- 
phets. And  he  faid,  Thou  (hale  pcrfoade  him,  an<i  pterail  al: 
10 :  go  forth,  and  do  fo,'* 
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r.iltry,  may  I  beg  a  favour  of  you  ?  I  hope  fo  ami- 
able a  lord  will  not  deny  me." 
Serpent, 

'*  Madam,  your  requefls  are  laws  ;  name  your 
commands." 

Princefs, 

"  I  intreat  you  will  tell  me  who  this  white  bull 
rs,  for  whom  1  feel  fiich  extraordinary  fentiments, 
that  they  both  affect  and  alarm  me,  I  am  toJd 
that  you  would  deign  to  inform  me." 

Serpent* 
*'  Madam,  curiofity  is  necelTaiy  to  human  na- 
ture, and  efpecially  to  your  amiable  fex.  With- 
out it  they  would  live  in  the  moif  fhamefal  igno- 
rance. 1  have  always  fatisfied,  as  far  as  lay  in  my 
power,  the  curiofity  of  the  ladies.  I  am  acculed 
indeed  of  ufnig  this  complaifan.ce  only  to  vex.thq 
Ruler  of  the  world.  I  fwear  to  yoti,  that  I  could 
propofe  nothing  more  agreeabk  to  myfelf  than  td 
obey  you  ;  but  the  old  woman  muft  have  inform- 
ed you  that  the  revealing  of  this  fecret  will  be  at- 
tended with  fome  danger  to  you.'* 

Frinccfs, 
' "  Ah  !  it  is  that  which  makes  me  ^.111  more  cu- 
rious." 

Serpent, 
"  In  this  I  difeover  the*  fex  to  whom  I  havefor^ 
:merly  done  fervice." 

Princefs, 
■     *'  If  you  poffefs  any  feeling,   if  rational  beings 
(hould  mutually  Ciriil  each  other  j  if  you  hav'ecoH>- 
paiTion  for  an  unfortunate  creature,  do  not  refufe 
-fnj?  requeil," 

Serpent, 
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Serpent, 
*'  Tou  aiTeft  me,  I  mufl  fatisfy  you,  but  do  not 
interrupt  me.** 

Primefs . 
*'  I  promlle  you  I  will  not." 

Serpent, 
"  There  was  a  young  king,  beautiful,  charming, 
in  love,  beloved.  .  .  . 

Princefs, 
**  A  young  king  !  beautiful,  charming,  in  love, 
beloved  !  and  by  whom  ?  anJ  who  was  this  king  ? 
How  old  was  he?  what  is  become  of  him?  where 
js  his  kingdom  ?  what  is  his  name  ?" 

Serpent, 
**  See,  I  have  fcarce  begun,  and  you  have  already 
interrupted  me  :  take  care  ;  if  you  have  not  mor? 
command  over  yourfelf,  you  are  pndone.'* 

Princefs, 
Ah,  pardon  n;^,  Sir ;  I  will  not  repeat  jny  indif- 
creiion :  go  on,  1  befeech  you.** 

Serpent. 
*'  This  great  king,  the  mofl  valiant  of  men,  vic- 
torious wherever  he  carried  his  arms,  often  dream- 
ed v/hen  afleep,  and  forgot  his  dreams  when  a- 
wake  ;  he  wanted  his  magicians  to  remember  and 
inform  him  what  he  had  dreamed,  othcrwife  he 
declared  he  would  hang  them,  for  that  nothing 
was  more  equitable.  It  is  now  near  feven  years 
fmce  he  dreamed  a  fine  dream,  which  he  entirely 
forgot  when  he  awoke ;  and  a  young  Jew,  full 
of  experience,  having  revealed  it  to  iiim,  this  ami- 
able 
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atble  king  was  immediately  changed   into  an  ox 
for  .  .  .  ." 

Princefs, 
"  Ah !  it  is  my  dear  Nabu  .  .  .  ."    She  could 
not  finifh.  (he  fainted  away.    Mambres,  who  Hften- 
ed  at  a  diilance,  faw   her   fall,   and  believed  her 
dead. 


CHAP.     IV. 

How  they  wanted  to  facriBce  the  Bull,  and  exorcife 
the  Princefs. 

MAMBRES  rans  to  her  weeping.  The  fer- 
pent  is  affeded  ;  he,  alas,  cannot  weep;  biit 
he  hiflfes  in  a  mournful  tone,  he  cries  out  "  She  is 
deadS'  The  afs  repeats,  "  She  is  dead  r"  the  raven 
tells,  it  over  again.  All  the  other  animals  appear- 
ed afiiided,  except  the  fifli  of  Joniis,  which  has 
always  been  mercllefs.  The  kciy  of  honour,  the 
ladies  of  the  court,  arrive  and  tear  their  hair.  The 
white  bull,  who  h'\  at  a  diflance,  and  heard  their 
cries,  runs  to  the  grove,  dragging  the  ©Id  woman 
after  him,  while  his  loud  bellowings  made  the 
neighbouring  echoes  refound.  To  no  purpofe  did 
the  ladies  pour  upon  the  expiring  Amafidia  their 
bottles  of  rofe- water,  of  pink,  of  myrtle,  of  benja- 
min, of  balm  o-f  Gilead,  of  amomum,  of  gilly  flow- 
er, of  nutmeg,  of  ambergreafe.  She  had  not  as 
yet  given  the  fmalleft  figns  of  life. — But  as  foon  as 
ihe  perceived  that  the  beautiful  white  bull  was  be- 
fide  her,  fhe  came  to  herfelf,  more  blooming,  more 
beautiful  and  lively  than  ever.  A  thoufand  times 
did  fhe  kifs  this  charming  animal,  who  languifk- 
ingly  leaned  his  head  on  her  fnowy  bofom»     Sh,e 

called 
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called  him  '*  My  mafter,  my  king,  my  dear,  rftf 
life."  She  throws  her  fair  arms  around  hii>  neckj 
which  was  whiter  than  the  fnow  ;  the  light  (IraW ' 
does  not  adhere  n^iOre  clofely  to  the  anlber,  the  v'md 
to  the  elm,  nor  the  ivy  to  the  oak.  The  fwe^t 
murmur  of  her  fighs  was  heard,  her  eyes  were  fcen 
now  fparkling  with  a  tender  fiamc,  and  now  obfci)- 
red  by  thofe  precious  tears  which  love  makes  us 
filed. 

We  may  eafilj  judge  into  what  aftonifhrnent  the 
lady  of  honour  and  ladies  of  her  train  were 
thrown.  As  foon  as  they  entered  the  palace,  they 
related  to  their  lovers  this  extraordinary  adventure, 
and  every  one  with  different  circumftances,  which 
increafed  its  fmgularity,  and  which  always  contri- 
butes to  the  variety  of  all  hiltories^ 

No  fooner  was  Amafis,  Idng  of  Tanis,  informed 
of  thefe  events^  than  his  royal  bread  was  inflamed 
with  jufl  indignation.  Such  was  the  wrath  of 
Minos,  when  he  underftood  that  his  daughter  Pa fi- 
phae  lavifhed  her  render  f^ivours  upon  the  father  of 
the  Minotaur.  Thus  raged  Juno,  whenfhe  beheld 
Jupiter  carefTmg  the  beautiful  cow  lo,  daughter  of 
the  river  Inachus.  Amafis  fliut  up  the  fair  Ama- 
fidia  in  her  chamber,  and  placed  upon  her  a  guard 
of  black  eunuchs ;  then  he  aflembled  his  privy 
council. 

The  grand  magician  prefided  there,  but  had  no 
longer  the  fame  influence  as  formerly.  All  the 
minifters  of  flate  concluded  that  this  white  bull 
•u^as  a  forcerer.  It  was  quite  the  contrary;  he 
was  bewitched  :  but  in  delicate  affairs  they  are 
'always  miftaken  at  court. 

It  was  Carrie  J  by  a  great  majority  that  the  prin- 
cefs  fhould  be  exorcifcd,  and  the  old  woman  and 
the  bull  facriftced. 
...:».  '  The 
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The  wife  Mambres  contradided  not  the  opinion 
of  the  king  and  council.  The  right  ofcxorcifing 
belonged  to  him  ;  he  could  delay  it  under  feme 
plaufible  pretence.  The  god  Apis  was  lately  dead 
at  Memphir>.  A  god  ox  dies  jull'  like  another  ox. 
And  it  was  not  allowed  to  exorcife  any  perfon  in 
Egypt  till  a  new  ox  was  found  to  replace  the  de- 
chafed. 

It  was  decreed  in  the  council,  to  wait  the  nomi- 
nation which  iliould  be  made  of  a  new  god  at 
■Memphis. 

The  good  old  man,  Mambres,  perceived  to  what 
danger  his  dear  princefs  was  expofed.  He  knew 
who  her  lover  was.  The  fyllables  Nabu  ....  which 
had  efcaped  her,  laid  open  the  whole  myftery  to 
the  eyes  of  this  fage. 

The  dynally  of  Memphis  belonged  at  that  time 
to  the  Babylonians ;  they  preferved  this  remainder 
of  the  conquefls  they  had  gained  under  the  great- 
€fl  king  of  the  world,  to  whom  Amafis  was  a  mor- 
tal enemy.  Mambres  had  occafion  for  all  his  wif- 
-dom  to  eondu6l  himfelf  properly  in  the  midil  of  fo 
many  difficulties.  If  the  king  Amafis  fhould  difco- 
ver  the  lover  of  his  daughter,  her  death  was  inevi- 
table, he  had  fworn  it.  The  great,  the  young,  the 
beautiful  king  of  whom  fne  was  enamoured,  had 
dethroned  the  king  her  father,  and  Amafis  had 
pnly  recovered  his  kingdom  about  feven  years. 
From  that  time  it  w^as  not  known  what  was  be- 
come of  the  adorable  monarch,  the  conqueror  and 
idol  of  the  nations,  the  tender  and  generous  lover 
of  the  charming  Amafidia  ;  but  facrificing  the  bull 
would  infallibly  occafion  the  death  of  the  beautiful 
Amafidia. 

What  could  Mambres  do  in  fuch  critical  circum- 
.    Vql.  I.  Y  fiances. 
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fliances  ?  He  went  after  the  council  broke  up  tq 
find  his  dear  fofter  daughter  ;  "  My  dear  child,'5 
he  fays,  "  I  will  ferve  you  ;  but  I  repeat  it,  they 
will  behead  you  if  ever  you  pronounce  the  nam^ 
of  your  lover.'* 

**  Ah  !  what  fignifies  wy  neck^^^  replied  the  beau- 
tiful  Amafidia,  "  if  I  cannot  embrace  that  of  Na- 
buco  .  . .  My  father  is  a  cruel  man  ;  he  not  only 
refufes  to  give  me  a  charming  prince  whom  I  a- 
dore,  but  he  declared  war  againfl  him  ;  and  when 
he  w^as  conquered  by  my  lover,  he  has  found  the 
fecret  of  changing  him  into  an  ox.  Did  one  ever 
fee  more  frightful  malice?  If  my  father  was  not 
my  father,  I  do  not  know  what  I  fliould  do  to 
him.'* 

'*  It  was  not  your  father  who  played  him  this 
cruel  trick,"  faid  the  wife  Mambres  ;  it  was  a  na- 
tive of  Palefline,  one  of  our  ancient  enemies,  an  in- 
habitant of  a  little  country,  comprehended  in  that 
crowd  of  kingdoms  which  your  lover  fubdued,  in 
order  to  polilh  and  refine  them. 

*'  Such  metamorphofes  muft  not  fiirprife  you  ; 
you  know  that  formerly  I  performed  more  extraordi- 
nary. Nothing  was  at  that  time  more  common  than 
thofe  changes  which  at  prefent  aftonifli  philofo- 
phers.  True  hiflory,  which  we  have  read  together, 
informs  us,  that  Lycaon,  king  of  Arcadia,  was 
changed  into'  a  wolf;  the  beautiful  Califla,  his 
daughter,  into  a  bear;  lo,  the  daughter  of  Inachus, 
our  venerable  Ifis,  into  a  cow ;  Daphnis  into  a 
laurel ;  Sirinx  into  a  flute ;  the  fair  Edith,  wife  of 
Lot,  the  befl  and  moft  affedionate  father  that  ever 
was  in  the  world,  is  (he  not  become,  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood, a  pillar  of  fait  very  fliarp  taflcd,  which 
has  preferved  all  the  m.arks  of  her  lex  and  periodi- 
cal 
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<!al  Returns*,  as  the  great  men  attefl  who  have 
hen  it :  I  was  witnefs  to  this  change  in  my  youth. 
I  law  feven  powerful  cities  in  the  mod  dry  and 
parched  fituation  in  the  world,  all  at  once  tranf- 
formed  into  a  beautiful  lake.  In  the  early  part 
of  my  life  the  whole  world  was  full  of  metamor- 
phofes. 

'  "  In  fine,  madam,  if  examples  can  footh  your 
grief,  remember  that  Venus  changed  Ceraftes  into 
9.n  ox."  "  I  do  not  know/'  laid  the  prlncefs, 
*'  that  examples  comfort  us  r  If  my  lover  was 
dead,  could  I  comfort  myfelf  by  the  idea  that  all 
men  die  ?"  "  Your  pain  may  at  lead  be  alleviated," 
replied  the  fage ;  "  and  fmce  your  lover  has  be- 
come an  ox,  it  is  poflible  from  an  ox  he  may  be- 
come a  man.  As  for  me,  I  deferve  to  be  changed 
into  a  tyger  or  a  crocodile,  if  I  did  not  employ  the 
little  power  I  have  in  the  fervice  of  a  princefs 
worthy  of  the  adoration  of  the  world,  for  the  beau- 
tiful Amafidia  whom  I  have  nurfed  upon  my 
knees,  and  whom  fatal  deftiny  expofes  to  fuch  rude 
trials." 


CHAR     V. 

How  the  wife  Mambres  conducted  himf^^If  wifely, 

THE  divine  Mambtes  having  l^iid  every  thing 
he  could  to  comfort  the  princefs,  but  without 
having  comforted   her,   ran  to  the  old  woman— 
t  Y  2  "  My 

*  TertuUian,  in  his  poem  of  Sodom,  fays,  '*  Dicitur  et  vi- 
fens  alio  fub  corpore  fexus,  manificosj  folito  difpungere  fangui- 
lie  menfes/'  St.  Ireneus,  book  4th,  per  naturalia  quae  funt 
dbnfuetiidirfe  fseminx  oftcudens.'' 
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**  My  companion,"  faid  he  to  her,  "  ours  is  a 
changing  profeflion,  but  it  is  very  dangerous.  You 
run  the  rifk  of  being  hanged,  and  your  ox  of 
being  burnt,  drowned,  or  devoured.  1  don't  know 
what  they  will  do  Vv'ith  ycur  other  animals ;  for 
piophet  as  I  am,  I  know  very  little;  but  do  you 
carefully  conceal  the  ferpent  and  the  fifn.  Let 
hot  the  one  fhew  his  head  above  water,  nor  the 
other  go  out  of  his  hole.  1  will  place  the  ox  in 
Cine  of  my  ftables  in  the  country  ;  you  fhall  be 
ttiere  with  him,  fnice  you  fay  that  it  is  not  allowed 
you  to  abandon  him.  The  good  fcape-goat  may 
upon  the  occafion  ferve  as  an  expiation  ;  we  will 
fend  him  into  the  defart  loaded  with  the  fins  of  all 
the  reft ;  he  is  accuftomed  to  this  ceremony,  which 
does  him  no  harm  ;  and  every  one  knows  that  all  is 
Expiated  by  means  of  a  he-goat  who  walks  about 
for  his  amufement.  1  only  beg  of  you  to  lend  me 
immediately  Tobit*s  dog,  who  is  a  veiy  fwift  grey- 
hound ;  Balaam's  afs,  who  runs  better  than  a  dro- 
i^edary  ;  the  raven  and  the  pigeon  of  the  ark,  who 
iiy  with  amazing  fwiftnefs^  1  want  to  fend  them  on 
an  embaffy  to  Memphis,-  in  an  ailair  of  great  con- 
fequence." 

The  old  woman  replied  to  the  magician,  ''  You 
may  difpofe  as  you  pleafe  of  Tobit's  dog,  of  Bala- 
am's afs,  of  the  raven  and  the  pigeon  of  the  ai^,  and 
of  the  fcape-goat ;  but  my  ox  cannot  enter  into  a 
liable.  It  is  fyid^  Daniel,  chap.  v.  That  he  muftbe 
always  nlade  fait  to  an  iron  chain,  be  always  wet 
with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  eat  the  grafs  .  of  th^ 
:6eld,  and  his  portion  be  with  the  wild  bcafls. 

"  He  is  truiled  to  nie,  and  I  muft  obey.  What 
would  Daniel,  Ezekiel,  and  Jeremiah,  think  of  me^' 
if  I  trufted  my  ox  to  any  other  than  to  myfelf?  I 
fee  you  know  the  fecret  of  thrs  extraordinary  ani- 

maly 
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■  al,  but  I  have  not  to  reproach  myfe]f  with  having 
.vealed  it  to  you.  I  am  going  to  conduct  him  far 
.  om  this  poilured  land,  towards  the  lake  Sirbon, 
where  he  will  be  flickered  from  the  cruelties  of  the 
king  of  Tanis.  My  fifii  and  my  ferpent  will 
defend  me  y  I  fear  nobody  when  I  ferve  my  maf- 
tcr.*' 

"  My  good  woman,"  anfwered  the  wife  Mam- 
bres,  "  let  the  will  of  God  be  done  !  provided  I  can 
nnd  your  white  bull  again,  the  lake  Sirbon,  che 
lake  iVIaris,  or  the  lake  of  Sodom,  are  to  me  perfect- 
ly indifferent.  I  w^ant  to  do  nothing  but  good  to 
him  and  to  you.  But  why  have  you  fpoken  to  me 
CI  Daniel,  Ezekiel,  and  Jeremiah  ?"  *'  Ah  !  Sir," 
anfwered  the  old  woman,  "  you  laiow  as  well  as  I 
what  concern  they  have  in  this  important  aifair. 
But  1  have  no  time  to  lofe.  I  don't  defire  to  be 
lianged  ;  I  want  not  that  my  bull  fhould  be  burn- 
ed, drov/ned,  or  devoured  ;  I  go  to  the  lake  Sir- 
bon by  Canepus,  with  my  ferpent  and  my  fifh. 
Adieu." 

The  bull  foUov/ed  her  peniively^afer  having  tef- 
tified  his  gratitude  to  the  beneficent  Mambres. 

The  v/ife  Mamb^res  wss  greatly  troubled  ;  he  faw 
that  Amafis  king  of  Tanis,  diftrad.ed  by  the  foolifh 
paliion  of  his  daughter  for  this  animal,  and  beHev- 
ing  her  bewitched,  would  purfue  every  where  the 
unfortunate  bull  ;  who  v/ould  infallibly  be  burnt 
as  a  forcerer  in  the  public  place  of  Tanis,  or  given 
to  the  fifh  of  Jonas,  or  be  roafled  and  ferved  up  to 
table. — Mambres  wanted  at  all  events  to  fave  the 
princefs  from  this  cruel  difafter. 

He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  high  priefl  of  Memphis, 
his  friend,  in  facred  charaders,  upon  the  paper  of  E* 
gypt,  which  was  not  yet  in  ufe.  Here  are  the  iden- 
tical vvords  of  his  letter : 

"  Light 
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''  Light  of  the  world,  lieutenant  of  Ifis,  OfiHs,' 
and  Horus,  chief  of  the  circumcired,  you  whofe  al- 
tar is  juftly  raifed  above  all  thrones  1  I  am  inform- 
ed that  your  god  the  ox  Apis  is  dead.  I  have 
one  at  your  fervice.  Come  quickly  with  your 
prieils  to  acknowledge,  to  worihip  him,  and  to  con- 
duct him  into  the  liable  of  your  temple.  May  Ifis^* 
Ofiris,  and  Horus,  keep  you  in  their  holy  and 
worthy  proteftion,  and  likewife  you  the  priefls  of 
Memphis  in  their  holy  care. 

Your  alTedionate  friend, 

Mambrcs." 
'  He  made  four  copies  of  this  letter  for  fear  of  ac- 
cidents, and  enclofed  them  in  cafes  of  the  hardeft 
ebony.  Then  calling'  to  him  his  four  couriers, 
whom  he  had  deftined  for  this  employmentj  (thefe 
were  the  afs^  the  dog,  the  raven,  and  the  pigeon,) 
he  faid  to  the  afs,  "  I  know  with  what  fidelity 
you  ferved  Balaam  my  brother,  ferve  me  with  the 
fame.  There  is  not  an  unicorn  who  equals  you 
in  fwiftnefs.  Go,  my  dear  friend,  and  deliver  this 
letter  to  the  perfon  himfelf  to  whom  it  is  directed, 
and  return." 

The  afs  anfwered,  "  Sir,  as  I  ferved  Balaam,  I 
will  ferve  you ;  I  will  go,  and  I  will  return."  The 
fage  put  the  box  of  ebony  into  her  mouth,  and  Ihe 
departed,  fwift  as  lightning. 

Then  he  called  Tobit's  ddg,  "  Faithful  dog," 
faid  Mambres,  '*  more  fpeedy  in  thy  courfe  than  the 
nimble-footed  Achilles,  I  know  what  you  perform- 
ed for  Tobit  fon  of  Tobit,  when  you  and  the  angel 
Raphael  accompanied  him  from  Nineveh  to  Ragu- 
fa  in  Media,  and  from  Ragufa  to  Nineveh,  and  that 
he  brought  back  to  his  father  ten*'-  talents,  which 

the 

*  About  20  ihoufand  crowns  of  France,  prcfeot  curreocy. 
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the  flave  Tobit  the  father  had  lent  to  the  ilave  Ga- 
bellus  ;  for  the  Haves  at  that  time  were  very  rich. 
Carry  this  letter  as  it-  is  direcled,  which  is  much 
more  vahiable  than  ten  talents  of  iilvcr."  The  dog 
then  replied,  "  Sir,  if  I  formerly  followed  the 
xnefienger  Raphael,  I  can  with  equal  eafe  execute 
your  cominiirion."  Mambres  put  the  letter  into 
Jiis  mouth. 

He  next  fpoke  in  the  fame  manner  to  the  pi- 
geon, who  replied,  "  Sir,  if  1  brought  back  a 
bough  into  the  ark,  I  will  iikewife  bring  you  back 
an  aiifwer."  She  took  the  letter  in  her  bill,  and 
the  three  meilengers  were  out  of  fight  in  a  mo- 
men^ 

Then  Mambres  addrefled  the  raven :  '*  I  know 
that  you  fed  the  great  prophet  Elias  *  when  he  was 
concealed  near  the  torrent  of  Carith,  fo  much  ce- 
lebrated In  the  world.  You  brought  him  every 
■day  good  bread  and  fat  pullets  ;  I  only  afkof  you 
to  carry  this  letter  to  Memphis." 

The  raven  anfvyered  in  thefe  words :  **  It  is  true. 
Sir,  that  I  carried  eyery  day  a  dinner  to  the  greatpro- 
phet  Elias  the  Thifbite;  I  faw  him  mount  in  a  cha- 
riot of  hre  drawn  by  fiery  horfes;  altho'  this  is  not 
the  ufual  method  of  travelling  :  but  I  always  took 
care  to  eat  half  the  dinner  myfelf.  I  am  very  well 
pleafed  to  carry  your  letter,  provided  you  make  me 
certain  of  two  good  meals  every  day,  and  that  I 
am  paid  money  in  advance  for  my  commiflion." 

Mambres,  angry,  replied,  "  Gluttonous  and  ma- 
licious creature,  1  am  not  aflonifhed  that  ApoMo 
has  made  you  black  as  a  mole,  fi-om  being  white 
as  a  fwan,  as  you  was  formerly,  before  you  betray- 
ed in  the  plains  of  Theifaly  the  beautihil  CoroEis, 

the 
fi    ,._ 

*  Hid.  book  of  Kings,  chap.  17. 
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the  unfortunate  mother  of  Efculapius.    Tell  me, 
did  you  eat  ribs  of  beef  and  pullets  every  day  when 
you  was  ten  whole  months  in  the  ark  r" — "  Sir,'* 
iaid  the  raven,   *'  we  had  there  very  good  cheer  ; 
they  ferved  up  roaft  meat   twice   a-day  to  all  the 
fowls  of  my   fpecies  who  live  upon   nothing  but 
flefh,  fuch  as  the  vultures,  kites,  eagles,  buzzards, 
fparrow.hav.'ks,  owl?,  tarfels,  falcons,  great  owls, 
and  an  innumerable  crowd  of  birds  of  prey.  They 
furnifhcd    with    the   mofl   plentiful  prbfufion  the 
tables  of  the  lions,  leopards,   tigers,  panthers,  hy- 
senas,  wolves,  bears,  foxes,  polecats,  and  all  forts  of 
carnivorous  quadrupeds*     There  were  in  the  ark 
eight  perfons  of  diftinftion,  (and  the  only  ones  who 
were  then  inthe  world,) continually  employed  in  the 
care  of  our  table  and  our  wardrobe ;  Noah  and  his 
wife,  who  were  about  fix  hundred  years  old,  their 
three  fons,  and  their  three  wives.     It  was  charming 
to  fee  with  what  care,  what  dexterity,  what  cleanli- 
nefs,  our  eight  domeftics  ferved  four  thoufand  of 
the  mod  ravenous   guefts,  without  reckoning  the 
amazing  trouble  which  about  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
fand other  animals  required,  from  the  elephant  and 
the  gyrafle  to  the  filk-worm  and  fly.     What  aflo- 
nifhes  me  is,  that  our  purveyor  Noah  Is  unknown 
to   all  the  nations  of  whom  he  is  the  ftem,  but  I 
don't  much  mind  it.     I  had  already  been  prefent 
at  a  fimilar  *  entertainment  with  Xeiuftres  king  of 
Thrace ;  fuch  things  as  thefe   happen   from  time 
to  time  for  the  inflrudion  of  the  ravens.     In  a 

word, 


*  Berofus,  a  Chaldpan  author,  relates  an  affair  that  the  fame 
adventure  happened  to  Xefuf^res  king  of  Thrace:  it  was  ftill 
inore  wondc.ful,  for  bis  ?rk  was  aboat  5  ftadii  long,  and  2 
Iwroad.  There  is  a  great  difpute  amongft  the  leitn**);,  whethcf 
king  Xcfuftres  or  Ncah  was  the  rooft  aocicnt. 
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vvord,  I  want  to  have  good,  cheer,  and  to  be  paid 
in  ready  money.*' 

The  wife  Mambres  took  care  not  to  give  his  let- 
ter to  fuch  a  difcontented  and  babbling  animal ; 
and  they  feparated  very  much  diflatisfied  with  each 
other. 

But  it  is  necefiary  to  know  what  became  of  the 
\vhite  bull,  and  not  to  lofe  the  traces  of  the  old 
woman  and  the  ferpenti  Mambres  ordered  his 
intelligent  and  faithful  domefllcs  to  follow  them  ; 
and  as  for  hinifelf,  he  advanced  in  a, litter  by  the 
fide  of  the  Nile,  always  making  refie^llons. 

"  Hq^  is  it  pollible,"  faid  he  tci  himfelf,  "  that  a 
ferpent  fhould  be  mailer  of  almofl  all  the  world,  as 
he  boafls,  and  as  fo  many  learned  men  acknow- 
ledge, and  that  he  heverthelefs  obeys  an  old  woman?' 
How  is  it,  that  he  is  fometimes  called  to  the  coun« 
cil  of  the  Mod  High  while  he  creeps  upon  earth  ? 
In  what  manner  can  he  enter  by  his  power  alone 
into  the  bodies  of  men,  and  that  fo  many  men  pre- 
tend to  diflodge  him  by  means  of  words  ?  In  (hort^ 
why  does  he  pafs  with  a  fmall  neighbouring  people 
for  having  ruined  the  human  race  ?  and  how  is  it 
that  the  human  race  are  entirely  ignorant  of  this? 
I  am  old,  I  have  lludied  all  my  life,  but  I  fee  a 
croY/dofinconfiltencies  which  1  cannot  reconcile; 
r  cannot  account  for  what  has  happened  to  myfelf, 
neither  for  the  great  things  which  I  long  ago  per- 
formed, nor  thofe  of  which  I  have  been  witnefs. 
Every  thing  well  confidered,  I  begin  to  think  that 
this  world  fubfiits  by  contradictions,  reruin  coricordia 
difcors,  as  my  maflei"  Zofoaflei'  formerly  faid  in  his 
language." 

While  he  was  plunged  in  this  obfcure  metaphy- 
fical  reafoning,  ,  fuch  are  all  metaphyfics,  a  boat- 
•     Vol.-  h  \  7.  jnan 
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man  finging  a  jovial  fong,  made  fafl  a  fmall  boat 
by  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  three  grave  perfonages, 
half  clothed  in  dirty  tattered  garments,  landed 
from  it,  but  preferved,  under  the  garb  of  poverty, 
the  mofl  majettic  and  auguft  air.  Thefe  were 
Daniel,  Ezekiel,  and  Jeremiah, 


CHAP.     VI. 

How  Mambres  rliet  three  Prophets,  and  gave  them 
a  good  Dinner. 

THESE  three  great  men  who  had  the  prophetic 
light  in  their  countenance,  knew  the  wife 
Mambres  to  be  one  of  their  brethren,  by   fomc 
marks  of  the  fame  light  which  he  had  flill  remain- 
mg,  and  proftrated   themfelves  before  his  litter. 
Mambres  likewife  knew  them  to  be  prophets,  more* 
by  their  drefs,  than  by  thofe  gleams  of  fire  which 
proceeded  from  their  auguil  heads ;    he  conjeftur- 
ed  that  they  came  to  learn  news  of  the  white  bull  y 
and  conducing  himfelf  with  his  ufual  propriety,  he'| 
alighted  from  his  carriage,  and  advanced  a  few  fteps 
towards  them,  with  a  politenefs  mixed  with   digni- 
ty.     He  raifed  them  up,  caufed  tents  to  be  erei^led,;! 
and  prepared  a  dinner,  of  which  he  judged  that  thc^ 
prophets  had  very  great  need. 

He  invited  the  old   woman  to  it,  who  was  only! 
about  five  hundred  paces  from  them,   who  accept- 
ed the  invitation,  and  arrived,  leading  her  whitp' 
bull. 

Two  foups  wete  ferved  up,'one  de  Bifque,  and  the  j 
other  a  la  Reine,     The  firfl  courfe  confided  of  a 
carp's  tongue  pye,  livers  of  eel-pouts,  and  pikes ; 
fgwjs  dreffed  v/ith-piflachios,  pigeons  with  truffles  j 
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and  olives ;  two  young  turkeys  with  gravy  of  cray 
fidi,  mufhrooms,  and  morels;  and  a  chlpotata. 
The  fecond  courfe  was  compofed  of  pheafants, 
partridges,  quails,  and  ortolans, with  four  faliads ; 
theepaigne  wasin  the  higheft  tafle ;  nothing  could 
be  more  delicious  than  the  fide  diihes;  nothing  more 
brilliant  and  more  ingenious  than  the  defert.  But 
the  wife  Mambres  took  great  care  to  have  no  boil- 
ed beef,  nor  fliort  ribs^  nor  tongue,  nor  palate  of 
an  ox,  nQr  cows  udder,  left  the  unfortunate  mo- 
narch near  at  hand  Ihould  think  that  they  infulted 
him. 

This  great  and  unfortunate  prince  was  feeding 
near  the  tent ;  and  never  did  he  feel  in  a  more  cru- 
el manner  the  fatal  revolution  which  had  deprived 
him  of  his  throne  for  feven  long  years.  "  Alas  !" 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  *'  this  Daniel  who  has  changed 
me  into  a  bull,  and  this  forcerefs  my  keeper,  make 
the  beft  cheer  in  the  world ;  while  I,  the  fovereigii 
of  Afia,  am  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  eating  grafs, 
and  drinking  water." 

When  they  had  drank  heartily  of  the  wine  of 
Engaddi,  of  Tadmor,  and  of  Schiras,  the  prophets 
and  witch  converfed  with  more  franknefs  than  at 
the  firft  courfe.  "  I  mud  acknowledge,*'  faid  Da- 
niel, "  that  I  did  not  live  fo well  in  the  lion's  den." 
*'  What,  Sir,"  fliid  Mambres,  "  did  they  put  you 
into  a  den  of  lions  ?  how  came  you  not  to  be  de- 
voured ?" 

"  Sir,"  faid  Daniel,  *'  you  know  that  lions  ne- 
;Ver  eat  prophets." — "  As  for  me,"  faid  Jeremiah, 

I  have  pafled  my  v/hole  lif«  ilarving  of  hunger. 
:This  is  the  only  day  I  have  ever  ate  a  good  meal ; 
|-and  were  I  to  fpend  my  life  over  again,  and  had  it 
|n  my  power  to  choofe  my  condition,  I  muft  own 
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I  would  much  rather  be  comptroller-general  or 
bilhop  of  Babylon,  than  prophet  at  Jerufalem.'* 

Ezekiel  cried  (chap,  iv.)  "  1  was  once  ordered 
to  fleep  'three  hundred  four  fcore  and  ten  days 
upon  my  left  fide,  and  to  eat  all  that  time  bread  of 
barley,  millet,  vetches,  beans,  and  wheat,  covered 
in  the  mofl  c'elicious  manner.  All  that  1  was  able 
to  obtain  was  to  cover  it  Vvith  cows  dung.  I  muft 
own  that  the  cookery  of  Seigneur  Mambres  is  much 
more  delicate ;  however  the  prophetic  trade  has 
its  advantages,  and  the  proof  is,  that  there  arc 
thoufands  who  follow  it." 

After  they  had  fpoken  thus  freely,  Mambres  en- 
tered upon  bufmefs ;  he  alked  the  three  pilgrims 
the  reafon  of  their  journey  into  the  dominions  of 
the  king  of  Tanis.  Daniel  replied,  "  That  the 
kingdom  of  Babylon  had  been  all  in  a  flame  fmce 
Nabucodnofer  had  difappeared  ;  that  according 
to  the  cuflomof  the  court,  they  had  perfecuted  all 
the  prophets,  who  pafled  their  lives  in  fometimes 
feeing  kings  humbled  at  their  feet,  and  fometimes 
receiving  a  hundred  laflies  from  them  ;  that  at 
length  they  had  been  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  E- 
gypt  for  fear  of  being  (iarved. — Ezekiel  and  Jere- 
miah likewife  fpoke  a  long  time  in  fo  very  fine 
terms  that  it  was  almofl  impoflible  to  underliand 
them.  As  for  the  witch,  flie  had  always  a  (Irid 
-eye  over  her  charge  :  the  fifli  of  Jonas  continued 
in  the  Nile  oppofite  to 'the  tent,  and  the  ferpent 
fported  upon  the  grafs.  After  di  inking  coffee,  they 
took  a  walk  by  the  fide  of  the  Nile ;  -^nd  the  white 
bull,  perceiving  the  three  prophets,  his  enemies, 
bellowed  mofl  dreadfully,  ran  fufioufly  at  them, 
gored  them  with  his  horns  ;  and  as  prophets  never 
have  any  thing  but  (kin  upon  their  bones,  he  would 
certainly  have  run  them  through  j  but  the  Ruler 
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(,f  the  world  who  fees  all  and  remedies  all,  chan- 
<;ed  them  immediately  into  magpies  ;  and  they  con- 
tinued to  chatter  as  before.  The  fame  thing  hap- 
pened iince  to  the  Pierides ;  fo  much  has  fable  al- 
ways imitated  hilicry. 

This  incident  promoted  new  refledtions  In  the 
mind  of  the  wife  Mambres.  "  Here,"  faid  he, 
"  are  three  great  prophets  changed  into  magpies ; 
this  ought  to  teach  us  never  tofpeak  too  much,  and 
always  to  obferve  a  fuitable  difcretion  :"  he  con- 
cluded that  wifdom  was  better  than  eloquence,  and 
thought  profoundly  as  ufual,  when  a  great  and  ter- 
rible fpedacle  prefented  itfclf  to  his  eyes. 


CHAP.     V!I. 

How  King  Amafis  wanted  to  give  the  White  Bull 
to  be  devoured  by  the  Fifh  of  Jonas,  and  did 
not  do  it. 

r^LOUDS  of  dufl  floated  from  fouth  to  north  ; 
^^  the  noife  of  drums,  fifes,  pfalteries,  harps, 
and  fackbuts  was  heard,  feveral  fquadrons  and 
battalions  advanced,  and  Amafis  king  of  Tanis 
was  at  their  head  upon  an  Arabian  horfe,  capari- 
foned  with  fcarlet  trappings  embroidered  with  gold, 
while  the  heralds  proclaimed  that  they  fhould  feize 
|:he  white  bull,  bind  him,  and  throw  him  into  the 
Nile,  to  be  devoured  by  the  filh  of  Jonas;  "for 
the  king  our  lord,  w^ho  is  juft,  wants  to  revenre 
himielf  upon  the  white  bull,  who  has  bewitched 
his  daughter." 

The  good  old  man  Mambres  made  more  reflec- 
tions than  ever.    He  faw  very  plainly  that  the  ma- 
licious 
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licious  raven  had  told  all  to  the  king,  and  that  the 
prlncefs  ran  a  great  rifk  of  being  beheaded.  "  My 
dear  friend,"  faid  he  to  the  ferpent,  *'  go  quickly 
and  comfort  the  fair  Amafidia,  my  fofter  daugh- 
ter ;  bid  her  fear  nothing  whatever  may  happen, 
and  tell  her  flories  to  alleviate  her  inquietude;  for 
ftories  always  amufe  the  ladies,  and  it  is  only  by 
them  that  one  can  fucceed  in  the  world." 

Mambres  next  profhated  himfelf  before  Amafis 
king  of  Tanis,  and  thus  addrefied  hiLii  ;  "  O  king, 
live  for  ever,  the  white  bull  fhould  certainly  be  fa- 
crificed,  for  your  majelfy  is  always  in  the  right  ; 
but  the  Ruler  of  the  world  has  faid,  this  bull  muft 
not  be  fwal lowed  up  by  the  fifh  of  Jonas  till  Mem- 
phis fliall  have  feund  a  god  to  fupply  the  place  of 
him  who  is  dead ;  then  thou  flialt  be  revenged,  and 
thy  daughter  exorciled,  for  fhe  is  poflefTed.  Your 
piety  is  too  great  not  to  obey  the  commands  of  the 
Ruler  of  the  univerfe." 

Amafis  king  of  Tanis  remained  fome  time  pen- 
five.  "  The  god  Apis,"  faid  he  at  laft,  "  is  dead  ! 
God  refl  his  foul !  when  do  you  think  another  ox 
will  be  found  to  reign  over  the  fruitful  Egypt  r" 

"  Sire,"  replied  Mambres,  ''  1  aik  but  eight 
days."  "  I  grant  them  to  you,"  replied  the  king, 
who  was  very  religious,  *'  and  I  will  remain  here  the 
eight  days ;  after  which  I  will  facrificc  the  feducer 
of  my  daughter."  Amafis  immediately  ordered 
his  tents,  his  cooks,  his  muficians,  and  remained 
here  eiight  days,  as  it  is  related  in  Maneihon. 

The  old  woman  was  in  defpair  that  the  bull  flic 
had  in  charge  had  but  eight  days  to  live.  She  raif* 
ed  phantoms  every  night,  in  order  to  difluade  the 
king  from  his  cruel  refolution  ;  but  Amafis  for- 
got in  the  morning  the  phantoms  he  had  feen  in 
'      ■•    .^  the 
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the  night ;  fmiilar  to  Nebuchadnezar,    who  had 
always  forgot  his  dreams. 


CHAP.    VIIL 

How  the  Serpent  told  Stories  to   the  Princefs  to 
comfort  her. 

TV/f  EAN  while  the  ferpent  told  llories  to  the  fair 
Amafidia  to  footh  her.  He  related  to  her 
how  he  had  formerly  cured  a  whole  nation  of  the 
bite  of  certain  little  ferpents,  only  by  fhewing  him- 
felf  at  the  Qnd  of  a  flaff.  He  informed  her  of  the 
conquefts  of  a  hero  who  made  a  charming  con- 
trad  with  Amphicn,  archited  of  Thebes  in  Boeo- 
tia.  Amphion  affembled  hewn  (lones  by  the  found 
of  his  violin  ;  to  build  a  city  hehad  only  to  play  a 
rigodoon  and  a  minuet ;  but  the  other  hero  de- 
ftroyed  them  by  the  found  of  rams  horns  ;  he  cauf- 
ed  to  hang  thirty-one  powerful  kings  in  a  country 
of  four  leagues  in  length  and  four  in  breadth;  he 
made  Hones  rain  down  from  heaven  upon  a  bat- 
talion of  routed  Amorites ;  and  having  thus  ex- 
terminated them,  he  flopped  the  fun  and  moon  at 
noon  day  between  Gibeon  and  A&alon,  in  the  road 
to  Bethoron,  to  extermirv^re  them  ftill  more,  after 
the  example  of  Bacchus,  who  had  ftopt  the  fun  and 
the  moon  in  his  journey  to  the  Indies. 

The  prudence  which  every  ferpent  ought  to  have, 
did  not  allow  him  to  tell  the  fair  Amafidia  of  the 
powerful  Jepthah,  fon  of — — ,  who  beheaded  his 
daughter,  becaufe  he  had  gained  a  battle.  This 
would  have  (iruck  too  much  terror  into  the  mind" 
of  the  fair  princefs  ;  but  he  related  to  her  the  ad- 
ventures of  the  great  Sampfoh,  who  killed  a  thou- 
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find  Philiftines  with  the  jaw-bone  of  an  afs,  wh(f 
tied  together  three  hundred  foxes  by  the  tail,  and 
who  fell  into  the  fnares  of  a  lady,  lefs  beautiful, 
lefs  tender,  and  lefs  faithful  than  the  charming  A^ 
mafidia. 

He  related  to  her  the  unfortiinafe  \oves  of  Se- 
cheni  and  the  lovely  Dinah,  who  was  fix  years  old  ;■ 
and  the  more  fortunate  amours  of  Ruth  and  Boaz  ; 
thofe  of  Judah  with  his  daughter-in-law  Thamar  ; 
thofe  even  of  Lott,  with  his  two  daughters,  who' 
did  not  chufe  that  the  human  race  fnouM  be  ex- 
tinguifhed  ;  thofe  of  Abraham  and  Jacob  with  their 
fervant  maids  ;  thofe  of  Ruben  with  his  mother ; 
thofe  of  David  and  Bathflieba  ;  thofe  of  the  great 
king  Solomon ;  in  fhort,  every  thing  which  could 
dilTipate  the  grief  of  a  fair  princefs. 


CHAP.     IX. 

How  the  Serpent  did  not  comfort  the  Princefs. 

"  A  LL  thefe  flories  tire  me,"  fald  Amafidia^ 
jC\^  for  (he  had  underflanding  and  tafte, 
"  they  are  good  for  nothing  but  to  be  comment- 
ed upon  amongft  the  Irifli  by  that  madman  Ab- 
badie,  or  amongfl:  the  Welfh*  by  that  prattler 
d'Houteville.  Stories  which  might  have  amufed 
the  great,  great,  great  grandmother  of  the  greaty 
great,  great  granamother  of  my  grandmother^ 
appear  infipid  to  me  who  have  been  educated  by 
the  wife  Mambres,  and  who  have  read  human  un- 
dcrjianding  by  the  Egyptian  philofopher  named 
Locke,  and  the   Matron  cf  Ephcfus  ;  I  chufe  that 
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a  (lory  fnould  be  founded  on  probability,  and  not 
always  refemblinj:;  a  dream  ;  I  defire  to  find  no- 
thing in  it  trivial  or  extravagant ;  and  I  want,  a- 
bove  all,  that  under  the  appearance  of  fable  there 
may  appear  fome  latent  truth,  obvious  to  the  dif- 
cerning  eye,  though  it  efcape  the  obfervadon  ol 
the  vulgar. 

"  I  am  weary  of  a  fun  and  of  a  moon,  which 
an  aid  beldame  difpofes  at  her  pleafure,  of  moun- 
tains which  dance,  of  rivers  which  return  to  their 
fources,  and  of  dead  men  who  rife  again  ;  but  I 
iim  above  meafure  dilgufted  when  fuch  iiifipid  fto- 
ries  are  written  in  a  bombail  and  uiuntelligiblc 
manner.  \  lady  who  experts  to  fee  her  lover  fwal- 
lovv'ed  up  by  a  great  fifn,  and  who  is  apprehenlive 
of  being  beheaded  by  her  own  father,  has  need 
of  amufcment ;  but  fuit  my  aaiulcment  to  my 
tafte." 

"  You  inipofe  a  very  difHcult  taflv  upon  m.e," 
replied  the  ferpent.  '''  I  could  have  formerly  made 
you  pafs  a  few  hours  agreeably  enough,  but  for 
fome  time  pail  1  have  loll  both  my  imagiMation 
and  memory.  Alas !  v/hat  is  become  of  that  rime 
when  I  amufed  the  ladies  ?  Let  me  try,  hov/ever, 
if  I  can  recoiled  one  moral  talc  for  your  enter- 
tainment. 

"  Five  and  twenty  thoufand  years  ago  king 
Gnaof  and  queen  Tatra  reigned  in  Thebes  with 
its  hundred  gates.  King  Gnaof  was  very  hand- 
fome,  and  queen  Patra  itill  more  beautiful;  but 
his  attempts  to  have  children  v/ere  unfuccefsful. 
The  king  Gnaof  propofed  a  reward  for  the  perfon 
who  fliould  difcover  the  beft  method  of  perpetua- 
ting the  royal  race. 

"  The  faculty  of  medicine,  and  the  academy ^pf 
furgery,;  wrote  excelknt  treatifes  upor*  this  rueftion. 
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Not  one  of  them  fucceeded.  The  queen  was  Tent 
to  drink  mineral  waters  ;  fhe  faded  and  prayed ; 
fhe  made  magnificent  prefents  to  the  temple  of  Ju- 
piter Ammon,  from  v.7hence  comes  the  fal  armo- 
niac  ;  but  all  was  to  no  purpofe.  At  length  a 
young  prieft  of  five  and  twenty  prefented  himfelf 
to  the  king  ;  *'  Sire,  faid  he,  I  imagine  that  t 
am  in  poiTcfTion  of  the  charrii  which  will  produce 
the  effect  your  majefly  fo  earneftly  defires*  I  mufts 
whifper  fomething  in  private  to  madam,  your 
fpoufe,  and  if  (lie  does  not  become  fruitful,  I  con- 
fent  to  be  hanged.'*  "  I  accept  the  propofal,' 
laid  king  Gnaof.  "  They  left  the  queen  and  the 
priefl:  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour  together  ;  the 
queen  became  pregnant,  and  the  king  wanted  to 
hang  the  nriefl." 

"  My  God  !"    Aiid  the  princefs,  "  but  I  fe^j 
where  this  leads :  this  flory  is  too  common,  and  1| 
muft:  likewife  tell  you  that  it  offends  my  modeily. 
Relate  fome  very  true  and  moral  flory,  which  ]j 
have  never  yet  heard,  to  complete  the  improve 
ment  of  my  underftanding  and  my  heart,  as  thi 
Egyptian  profefTor  Lenro  fays/* 

"  Here  then,  madam,"  faid  the  beautiful  ferj 
pent,  "  is  one  moft  inconteftibly  authentic 

"  There  wefe  three  prophets  all  equally  ambi| 
tioiis    and    difcohtented   with   their    condition 
they  had  in  Common  the  folly  to  Vv'ifli  to  be  kings 
for  there  is  only  one  llcp  from  the  rank  of  a  prcl 
phet   to  that  of  a  monarch,  and  man  always  al 
ipires  to  the  higheft  flep  in  the  ladder  of  fortuncl 
In  othef  refpeds,  their  inclinations  and  their  ple2 
fures  were   totally  difl'erent.     The  firft  preache 
admirably  to  his  aflembled  brethren,  who  applauc 
cd  him  by  clapping  their  hands ;  the  fecond  w^ 

diara£. 
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diaradedly  fond  of  mufic  ;  and  the  third  was  a 
pafTionate  lover  of  the  fair  fex. 

"  The  angel  Ithuriel  prefented  himfelf  one  day 
to  them  v/hen  they  were  at  table  dircourfmg  on  the 
fwsets  of  royalty.  "  The  Ruler  of  the  world,  faid 
the  angel  to  them,  fends  me  to  you  to  reward  your 
virtue  ;  not  only  fhail  you  be  kings,  but  you  fnall 
conftantly  fatisfy  yoar  ruling  paiTions.  You,  firft 
prophet,  I  make  king  of  Egypt,  and  you  fhall 
continually  prefide  in  your  council,  who  fhall  ap- 
plaud your  eloquence  and  your  wifdom ;  and  you, 
fecond  prophet,  I  make  king  over  Perfia,  and  you 
fliall  conrinually  hear  moil  heavenly  mufic  ;  and 
you,  third  prophet,  I  make  king  of  India,  and  I 
give  you  a  charming  miftrefs  who  fhall  never  for- 
fake  you. 

"  He,  to  whofe  lot  Egypt  fell,  began  his  reign 
by  alTembling  his  council,  which  was  compofed 
only  of  two  hundred  fages.  He  made  them  a 
long  and  eloquent  fpeech,  whichwas  very  much 
applauded,  and  the  monarch  enjoyed  the  pleafmg 
fatisfa£lion  of  intoxicating  himfelf  with  praifes  un- 
corrupted  by  flattery. 

"  The  council  for  foreign  afEiirs  faccecded  to 
the  privy  council ;  this  was  much  more  numerous. 
And  a  new  fpeech  received  flill  greater  encomiums  ; 
and  it  was  the  lame  in  the  other  councils.  There 
was  not  a  moment  of  intermiflion  in  the  pleafures 
and  glorY  of  the  prophet  king  of  Egypt.  The 
fame  of  his  eloquence  filled  the  world, 

"  The  prophet  king  of  Perfia  began  his  reign  by 
an  Italian  opera,  whofe  chorufes  were  fung  by  fif- 
teen hundred  eunuchs ;  their  voices  penetrated 
his  foul  even  to  the  very  marrow  of  the  bones, 
where  it  refides.  To  this  opera  fucceeded  another, 
and  to  the  fecond  a  third  without  interruption. 
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"  The  king  of  India  fhut  himfelf  up  with  his 
miflrefs,  and  enjoyed  perfect  pleafure  with  her. 
He  confidered  the  neceffity  of  always  carefTin^her 
as  the  higheft  feHcity,  and  pitied  the  wretched  dr 
tuation  of  his  two  brethren,  of  whom  ore  was 
obliged  always  to  convene  his  council^  and  the 
other  to  be  continually  at  an  opera. 

"  It  happened  at  the  end  of  a  few  da^'s,  that 
each  of  thefe  kings  beheld  from  his  window  wood- 
cutters who  came  from  an  ale-houTe,  and  were  go- 
ing to  work  in  a  neighbouring  forelt ;  they  walk- 
ed arm  in  arm  with  their  fwcct^hearts,  with  whom 
they  were  happy,  and  changed  them  at  pleafure.— 
The  kings  begged  of  the  angel  Ithuriel  that  he 
would  intercede  with  the  Ruler  of  the  world,  and 
make  tbem  wcod-cutters." 

*'  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Ruler  of  the 
world  granted  their  requeft,**  interrupted  the  ten^ 
der  Amafidia,  "  and  I  do  not  care  much  about 
it ;  but  I  know  very  well  that  I  fliould  afk  for  no- 
thing of  any  one,  were  I  in  private  with  my  lover, 
-with  my  dear  Nabucodnoser." 

The  vaults  of  the  palace  refounded  this  mighty 
name;  at  firft  Amafidia  "had  only  pronounced  Na— 
afterwards  Nabu — then  Nabuco — at  length  paflion 
hurried  her  on,  and  (he  pronounced  entire  the  fa- 
tal name,  notwithftanding  the  oath  (he  had  fworn  to 
the  king  her  father.  All  the  ladies  of  the  court 
repeated  Nabucodnoser,  and  the  malicious  raven 
did  not  fail  to  carry  the  tidings  to  the  king.  The 
countenance  of  Amafis,  king  of  Tanis,funk,  becaufe 
his  heart  was  troubled.  And  thus  it  was  that  the 
ferpent,  the  wifeft,  and  mod  fubtile  of  animals, 
always  beguiled  the  women,  thinking  to  do  then> 
fervice. 

Amafis,  in  a  fury,  fent  twelve  alguazils  for  his 

daugh- 
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.tlaugluer ;  thefe  men  are  always  ready  to  exe- 
cute barbarous  orders,  becaufe  they  are  paid 
ibr  it. 


CHAP.     X. 

'How  they  wanted  to  behead  the  Princefs,  and  did 
not  behead  her. 

"XTO  fconcr  had  the  pnnccfs  entered  the  camp 
-L^  of  the  king,  than  he  faid  to  her  ;  '*  My 
daughter,  you  know  that  all  princefles  who  difobey 
their  fathers  are  put  to  death  ;  without  which  it 
would  be  impoffible  that  a  kingdom  could  be  well 
governed.  I  charged  ynu  never  to  mention  the 
name  of  your  lover  Nabucodnofer,  my  mortal 
enemy,  who  dethroned  me  about  {even  years  ago, 
and  difappeared.  In  his  place  you  have  chofen  a 
'white  bull,  and  you  have  cried  Nabucodnoser. 
It  is  juilthat  I  behead  you.'* 

The  princefs  replied,  "  My  father,  thy  will 
be  done !  but  grant  me  fome  time  to  bewail  my 
virginity."  "  That  is  reafonable,*'  faid  king  Amafis  ; 
•*  and  it  is  a  rule  eflabliflied  amongft  the  mod  judi- 
cious princes.  I  give  you  a  v/hole  day  to  bewail 
your  virginity,  fmce  you  fay  that  you  have  it.  To- 
morrov/,  which  is  the  eighth  day  of  my  encamp- 
ment, I  will  caufe  the  white  bull  to  be  fwallowed 
up  by  the  fifh,  and  I  will  behead  you  precifely  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.'* 

The  beautiful  Amafidia  then  went  forth  to  be- 
wail ail  that  remained  to  her  of  her  virginity  by  the 
fide  of  the  Nile,  accompanied  with  the  ladies  of  her 
Jrain, 

The 
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The  wife  Mambres  pondered  befide  her,  and 
reckoned  the  hours  and  the  moments.  "  Well  \ 
my  dear  Mambres,"  faid  Ihe  to  him,  "  you  have 
changed  the  waters  of  the  Nile  into  blood,  accord- 
ing to  cuflom,  and  cannot  you  change  the  heart 
of  Amafis,  king  of  Tanis,  my  father  ?  Will  you  fuf- 
fer  him  to  behead  me  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock 

in  the  morning  ?" ''  That   depi^nds,'*   replied 

the  receding  Mambres,  *'  upon  the  fpeedand  dili- 
gence of  my  couriers." 

The  next  day,  as  foon  as  the  (hadowsofthe 
©beliiks  and  pyramids  marked  upon  the  ground  the 
ninth  hour  of  the  day,  the  white  bull  was  bound  ta 
be  thrown  to  the  fifh  of  Jonas  ;  and  they  brought 
to  the  krng  his  large  fabre.  "  Alas !  alas  1"  laid 
Nabucodnofer  to  himfelf,  "la  king  have  been  an 
ox  for  near  feven  years ;  and  fcarccly  have  I  found 
the  millrefs  I  had  loft  when  I  am  condemned  to 
be  devou-red  by  a  hfh." 

Never  had  the  wife  Mambres  made  fuch  pro- 
found  refiedions ;   and   he  was  quite  abforbed  in 
his  melancholy  thoughts  when  he  law  at  a  diftancc'  I 
all    he   expeded.     An  innumerable   crowd  dre\^' 
nigh.  Three  figures  of  Ifis,  Ofiris,  and  Horus,  join- 
ed together,  advanced,  drawn  in  a  carriage  of  gold 
and   precious   flones   by   a   hundred   fenators  of 
Memphis,  preceded   by  a  hundred  girls  playinj^j 
upon  the  facred  fiftrum:*.     Four  thouland  prieftsij 
with  their  heads  fliaved,  w'^rc  each  mounted  uponj 
a  hippopotamus. 

At  further  dlflarce  appeared  with  the  fam< 
pomp  the  fheep  of  Tpebes,  the  dog  of  Babaltes,  th( 
cat  of  Fhasbe,  the  crocodile  of  Arfmoe,  the  goat  oi 
Mendcz,  and  all  the  inferior  gods  of  Egypt,  wh,( 
came  to  pay  homage  to  the  great  ox,  to  the  mightj 
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Apis,  as  powerful  as  Ifis,  Ofiris,  and  Hortis,  united 
together. 

In  the  midil  of  the  demigods,  forty  prieds  car- 
ried an  enormous  bafket  filled  with  facred  oni- 
ons :  thefe  were,  it  is  true,  gods,  but  they  refeni- 
bled  onions  very  much* 

On  both  fides  of  this  file  of  gods,  followed  by  an 
innumerable  ctowd  of  people,  marched  forty  thou- 
fand  warriors^  with  helmets  on  their  heads,  fcyme- 
tars  upon  their  left  thighs,  quivers  at  their  flio-ul- 
ders,  and  bows  in  their  hands. 

All  the  prieds  fmging  in  chorus,  with  a  harmony 
which  raviOied  the  foul,  and  which  melted  it, 

"  Alas !  alas !  our  ox  is  dead 

*'  We'll  have  a  finer  in  his  flead.** 

And  at  every  paufe  was  heard  the  found  of  the 
fiftrums,  of  cymbals,  of  tabors,  of  pfaiteries,  of  bag^ 
:    pipes,  harps,  and  fackbuts. 

Amafis,  king  of  Tanis,  adonilhed   at  this  fpec*- 
tacle  beheaded  not  his  daughter  ;  he  fheathed  his 
•  icymetar. 


CHAP.     XI. 

How  the  Priacefs  married  her  Ox. 

«  f^  REATking/*  faid  Manibrestd  him,  "  the 
\jr  order  of  things  is  changed  ;  your  majedy 
mud  fet  the  example,     O   king !    quickly  unbind 
the  white  bull,  and  be  the  fird  to  adore  him." 

Amafis  obeyed,  and  prodrated  himfelf  with  all 
his  people.  The  high  prieit  of  Memphis  prefented 
to  the  new  god  Apis  the  fird  handful  of  hay  ;  the 
princefs  Auiafidia  tied  to  his  beautiful  horns  fe- 

ftoons 
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floons  of  rofes,  anemonles,  ranunculufes,  tullp^, 
pinks,  and  hyacinths.  She  took  the  liberty  to  kii"; 
him,  but  with  a  profound  rcfpeft.  The  pried s 
{Irewed  palms  and  flowers  on  the  road,  by  vvhicli 
they  were  to  conduct  him  to  Memphis.  And  the 
wife  Mambres,  maldng  refie^lions,  wiiiipertd  to 
Lis  friend  the  fcrj^ent :  "  Daiiijl  changed  this  mo- 
narch into  an  ox,  and  I  have  chanj^ed  this  ox  into 
a  god.'* 

They  returned  to  Memphii  in  the  fame  order, 
and  the  king  of  Tanis,  in  fome  confufion,  followed 
the  band.  Mambres,  with  a  ferene  and  conipofed 
air,  walked  by  his  fide.  Ihe  eld  woman  came  at- 
ter,  much  amazed  ;  (he  was  accompanied  by  the 
ferpent,  the  dog,  the  {])e-af8,  the  raven,  the  pigeon, 
and  the fcape-goat.  'Ihe  great  fifli  mounted  up 
the  Nile  ;  Daniel,  Ezekiel,and  Jeremiali,  changed 
into  magpies,  brought  up  the  rear.  Wlien  t bey- 
had  reached  the  frontiers  of  the  kinp^dom,  which 
are  not  far  diftant,  king  Amafis  took  leave  of  the 
ox  Apis,  and  faid  to  liis  daughter,  *'  My  daughter, 
let  us  return  into  my  dominions,  that  1  may  be- 
head you,  as  it  lias  been  determined  in  my  royal 
breaft,  becaufc  you  have  pronounced  the  name  of 
Nabucodnofer  my  enemy,  who  dethioncd  mefeven 
years  ago.  When  a  father  has  fvvc:n  to  behead 
liis  daughter,  he  mull  either  fulfil  his  oath,orfink 
into  hell  for  ever ;  and,l  will  not  damn  myfcif  out 
of  love  to  you.'* 

The  fair  princefs  Amnfldia  replied  to  the  king 
Amafis  :  '*  My  dear  father,  whom  it  pleafes  yoii 
go  and  behead,  but  it  {hall  not  be  me  :  I  am  now 
in  the  territories  of  Ifis,  OfiTis,  Hcrus,  and  Apis  ; 
I  will  never  forfake  my  beautiful  white  bull,  and 
I  will  continue  to  kifs  him  till  1  have  feen  his  apo- 
theofis  in  his  ftablc  in  the  holy  city  of  Memphis* 

It 
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ft  is  a  weaknefs  pardonable  in  a  young  lady  of 
high  birth.'* 

Scarce  had  fne  fpoke  thefe  words,  when  the  ox 
-Apis  cried  oat,  "  My  dear  Amafidia,  I  will  love 
you  whilft  I  live.'*  This  was  the  firfl  time  that  the 
god  Apis  had  been  h^ard  to  fpeak  during  forty 
thoufand  years  that  he  had  been  worfliipped.  The 
ferpent  and  the  fhe-afs  cried  out,  *'  the  /even  years 
are  accomplijhed"  And  the  three  magpies  repeat- 
ed, "  the  fe^en  years  are  accornpU/hcdJ*  All  the 
priefls  of  hgypt  railed  their  hsnds  to  heaven.  Ihe 
god  on  a  fudden  waG  Teen  to  lofe  his  two  hind  legs ; 
his  two  fore  legs  were  changed  into  two  human 
legs ;  two  white  flrong  mufcular  arms  grev>?  from 
his  fhoulder^s ;  his  taurine  phyz  was  changed  to 
the  face  of  a  charming  hero ;  and  he  once  more 
became  the  molt  beautiful  of  mortals.  "  I  choofe," 
•cried  he,  '^  rather  to  be  the  lover  of  the  beautiful 
Amafidia  than  a  god.  I  am  J^abucodnoser, 
King  of  Kings." 

This  metamorphofis  auonifaed  all  the  world,  ex- 
cept tlie  wife  Mambres ;  but  what  furprifed  no- 
body was,  that  Nabucodnofer  immediately  marrie4 
the  fair  Amafidia  in  prefence  of  this  afTembly. 
He  left  his  father-in-law  in  quiet  paiTeilion  of  the 
kingdom  of  Tanis,  and  made  |iobI.e  provifion  for 
the  flie-afs,  the  ferpent,  the  dog,  the  pigeon,  and 
even  for  the  raven,  the  three  magpies,  and  the 
large  fifh  ;  fliewing  to  ail  the  world  that  he  knew 
how  to  forgive  as  well  as  to  conquer.  The  old 
woman  had  a  confiderable  penfion ;  the  fcape-goat 
was  fent  for  a  day  into  the  wildernefs,  that  all  paft 
fms  might  be  expiated  ;  and  had  afterwards  twelve 
(he-goats  for  his  reward.  The  wife  Mambres  re- 
turned to  his  palace,  and  made  reflexions. 

Vol.  1,  g  b  ;[.        Nabjyi, 
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■  Nabucodnofer,  after  having  embraced  the  magi- 
cian his  benefaftor,  governed  in  tranquillity  the 
kingdoms  of  Memphis,  Babylon,  Damafcus,  Bal- 
1>ec,  Tyre,  Syria,  Afia  niinor^  Scythia,  the  coun- 
tries of  Thiras,  Mofok,  Tubal,  Madai,  Gog,  Ma- 
gog, Javan,  Sogdiana,  Aroriana,  the  Indies,  and 
the  Illes  ;  and  the  people  of  this  vaft  empire  cried 
out  aloud  every  morning,  ^'  Long  live  Nabucod- 
nofer, king  of  kings,  who  is  no  longer  an  ox  !'* 
Since  which  time  it  has  been  a  cuflom  in  Babylon^ 
when  the  fovereign,  deceived  by  his  fatraps,  his 
magicians,  treafurers,  or  wives,  at  length  acknow- 
ledges his  errors,  and  amends  his  condud,  for  all 
the  people  to  cry  out  at  his  gate,  "  Long  live 
our  great  king^wbo  is  no  longer  an  ox.'* 


TOE 
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Hiflory  of  the  Travels  of 

SCARMENTADO.* 


Written  by  himfelf* 

I  Was  born  in  Candia  in  the  year  1 600.  My 
father  was  governor  of  the  city  j  and  I  remem- 
ber that  a  poet  of  middling  parts,  and  of  a  moil 
unmufical  ear,  whofe  name  was  Iro,  compofed 
fome  verfes  in  my  praife,  in  which  he  made  me  to 
defcend  from  Minos  in  a  dire£l  line  ;  but  my  father 
being  afterwards  difgraced,  he  wrote  fome  other 
VerfeSj  in  which  he  derived  my  pedigree  from  no 
nobler  an  origin  than  the  amours  of  Pafiphae  and 
her  gallant.  This  Iro  was  a  mofl  mifchievoiis 
togue,  and  one  of  the  mod  troublefome  fellows  in 
the  iiland. 

My  father  fen-t  me  at  fifteen  years  of  age  to  pro- 
fecute  my  fludies  at  Rome.     There  I  arrived  in  full 
hopes  of  learning  all  kinds  of  truth  ;  for  I  had  hi- 
therto been  taught  quite  the  reverfe;  according  to. 
B  b  2  -   the 
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the  cuflom  of  this  lower  world  from  China  to  thc 
Alps.  Monfignor  Profondo,  to  whom  I  was  re- 
commeiuled,  was  a  man  of  a  very  fingular  charac- 
ter, and  one  of  the  mod  terrible  fcholars  in  the 
world.  He  was  for  teaching  me  the  categories  of 
Arillotle,  and  was  juil  on  the  point  of  placing  me 
fn  the  category  of  his  minions ;  a  fate  which  I 
narrowly  efcaped.  1  faw  procellions^  exorcihns, 
and  fome  robberies.  It  was  commohly  faid,  but 
without  any  foundation,  that  /a  Signora  Ulimpia, 
a  lady  of  great  prudence,  fold  leveial  things  that 
oLignt  r^t  to  be  fold.  I  was  then  of  an  age  tcre- 
lifh  all  thefe  comical  adventures.  A  young  lady  of 
great  fweetnefs  of  temper,  called  la  Signora  Fatclo, 
thought  proper  to  fait  in  love  with  me :  flie  was 
courted  by  the  reverend  father  Poignardini^  and  by 
the  reverend  father  Aconiti*^  young  monks  of  aa 
order  which  is  nov/  extinct  j  and  (he  reconciled  the 
two  rivals,  by  gnnting  her  favours  to  me  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  I  fan  the  rifti  of  being  excommuni- 
cated and  poifontd.  1  left  Rome  highly  pleafed 
with  the  architedure  of  St  Peter.. 

I  travelled  to  France :  it  was  during  the  reign  of 
Lewis  the  Juft.  The  firfl  quedion  put  to  me  was, 
whether  1  chufed  to  breakfalt  on  a  flice  of  the 
marcfchal  D'Ancre  f ,  whofe  flcili   the  people  had 

roafled^ 


*  AUuGing  to  the  infamous  pra(5tice  o^  poifoning  and  aflalli- 
l*ation,at  that  lime  prevalent  in  Rome. 

f  This  was  ihe  famous  Concini,  who  was  murdcivd  on  the 
draw-bridge  of  the  Louvre  by  the  intrigues  of  Dc  Luincs,  not 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  king,  Lrwis  XIII.  His  body,' 
wliich  had  been  fecrctly  interred  in  the  church  of  St  Germain 
de  I'Auxerrois,  was  next  day  dug  up  by  the  populace,  who 
drapged  it  through  the  Ibcets.  then  burned  the  flefli,  and  threwr 
the  boats  into  the  river.  The  martichal's  j^rwaicH  crime  vva» 
his  being  a  foreigner. 
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foailed,  and  diftributed  with  great  liberality  to  fuch 
as  chufed  to  talle  it  ? 

This  kingdom  was  continually  involved  in  civil 
wars,  fometimes  for  a  place  at  court,  fometimes  for 
two  pages  of  theological  controverfy.  This  firCy 
which  one  while  lay  concealed  under  the  aihes,  and 
at  another  burft  forth  with  great  violence,  had  de- 
folated  thefe  beautiful  provinces  for  upwards  of 
fixty  years.  The  pretext  was,  the  defending,  the 
liberties  of  the  Gallican  church.  "  Alas  !  laid  I, 
thefe  people  are  neverthelefs  born  with  a  gentle 
difpofition  :  what  can  have  drawn  them  fo  far  from 
their  natural  character  ?  They  joke  and  keep  holy 
days  *.  Happy  the  time  when  they  fhall  do  no- 
thing but  joke !" 

I  went  over  to  England,  where  the  fame  difputes 
occafioned  the  fame  barbarities.  Some  pious  Ca- 
thohcs  had  refoived,  for  the  good  of  the  church, 
to  blow  up  into  the  air  with  gun- powder  the  king, 
the  royal  family,  and  the  whole  parliament,  and. 
thus  to  deliver  England  from  all  thefe  heretics  at 
once.  They  fhevved  me  the  place  where  queen 
Mary  of  blelTed  memory,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
VIII.  had  caufed  more  than  five  hundred  of  her 
fubje£ls  to  be  burnt.  An  Irifh  pried  aifured  me 
that  it  was  a  very  good  action  ;  firfl,  becaufe  thofe 
who  were  burnt  were  Engliflimen  ;  and,  fecondly, 
becaufe  they  did  not  make  ule  of  holy  water,  nor 
believe  in  St  Patrick's  Hole.  He  was  greatly  fur- 
prifed  that  queen  Mary  was  not  yet  canonized  ;  but 
he  hoped  ihe  v/ould  receive  that  honour  as  foon 
as  the  cardinal  nephew  Ihould  be  a  little  more  at: 
leifure. 

From 


Referring  to  themafTicreof  the  Proteflants,  perpetrated  on 
die  ct;  of"  St  iiuriholomew. 
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-  From  thence  I  went  to  Holland,  where  I  hoped 
to  find  more  tranquillity  among  a  people  of  a  more 
cold  and  phlegmatic  conlliturion.  Juit  as  I  arrived 
at  the  Hague,  the  people  were  cutting  off  the  head 
of  a  venerable  old  man.  It  was  the  l>ald  head  of 
the  prime  minifler  Barnevelt,  a  man  who  deferved 
better  treatment  from  the  republic.  Touched  with 
pity  at  this  affecting  fcene,  I  aiked  what  was  his 
crime,  and  whether  he  had  betrayed  the  (late  ? 
*'  He  has  done  m«ch  worfe,  replied  a  preacher  in 
a  black  cloak ;  he  believed  that  men  may  be  laved 
by  good  works  as  well  as  by  faith.  You  muft  be 
fenfible,  adds  he,  thatif  fuch  opinions  were  to  gain 
ground,  a  republic  could  not  fubfifl ;  and  that 
there  mull  be  fevere  laws  to  fupprefs  fuch  fcanda-' 
lous  and  horrid  blafphemies/*  A  profound  po- 
litician faid  to  me  with  a  (igh,  "  Alas !  Sir,  this  hap- 
py time  will  not  lad  long ;  it  is  only  by  chance 
that  the  people  are  fo  zealous :  they  are  naturally 
incHned  to  the  abominable  dodtrine  of  toleration, 
and  they  will  eertainly  at  lad  grant  it/'  Thi* 
refleQion  fet  him  a-groaning.  For  my  own  part, 
in  expectation  of  that  fatal  period,  when  modera- 
tion and  indulgence  fbould  take  place,  linftantly 
quitted  a  country  where  fcverity  was  not  foftened 
by  any  lenitive,  and  embarked  for  Spain. 

The  court  was  then  at  Seville  ;  the  galleons 
were  jufl  arrived  ;  and  every  ihing  breathed  pleur 
ty  and  gladnefs  in  the  mod  beautiful  feafon  of  the 
year.  I  obferved  at  the  end  of  an  alley  of  orange 
and  citron  trees,  a  kind  of  large  ring,  furroundtd 
with-deps  covered  with  rich  and  collly  cloth.  The 
king,  the  queen,  the  infants,  and  the  infantas,  were 
fcated  under ,  a  fuperb  canopy.  Oppofite  to  the 
royal  family  was  another  throne,  raifcd  higher  than 
that  on  which  his  majcRy  fat,     1  faiJ  to  one  of  my 

fuUow, 
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fellow  travellers,  "  Unlefs  this  throne  be  referved 
for  God,  I  don't  fee  what  purpofe  it  can  ferve." 
This  unguarded  expreffion  was  overheard  by  a  grave 
Spaniard,  and  coit  me  dear.  Mean  while,  I  ima- 
gined we  were  going  to  a  caroufal,  or  a  match  of 
bull- baiting,  when  the  grand  inquifitor  appeared  on 
that  elevated  throne,  from  whence  he  blefled  the 
king  and  the  people. 

1  hen  came  an  army  of  monks,  who  filed  off  irt 
pairs,  white,  black,  grey,  fnod,  unfliod,  bearded, 
beardlefs,.  with  pointed  cowls,  and  without  cowls : 
next  followed  the  hangman  ;  and  lad  of  all  were 
fcen',  in  the  midfl  of  the  guards  and  grandees,  a- 
bout  forty  perfons  cIadinfackcloth,on  which  were 
painted  the  figures  of  flames  and  devils.  Some  of 
thefe  were  Jews,  who  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
!Jo  renounce  Mofes  entirely;  others  were  Chridians, 
who  had  married  women  with  whom  they  had 
ftood  fponfors  to  a  child  ;  who  had  not  adored  our 
Lady  of  Atocha,  or  who  had  refufed  to  part  with 
their  ready  money  in  favour  of  the  Hieronymite 
brothers.  Some  pretty  prayers  were  fung  with 
much  devotion,  and  then  the  criminals  were  burnt 
at  a  flow  lire ;  a  ceremony  with  which  the  royal  fa- 
mily feemed  to  be  greatly  edified. 

As  I  was  going  to  bed  in  the  evening,  two  mem- 
bers of  the  inquifiiion  came  to  my  lodging  with  a 
figure  of  St  Hermandad.  They  embraced  me 
^with  great  tendernefs,  and  conducted  me  in  folemn 
fijence  to  a  well-aired  prifon,  furniflied  with  a  bed 
lof  mat  and  a  beautiful  crucifix.  There  I  remain- 
ed for  fix  weeks ;  at  the  end  of  which  the  reve- 
[retid  father,  the  inquifitor,  fent  for  me.  He  prefTed 
in  his  arms  for  fome  time  with  the  mofl  pater- 

il  alMli'on,  and  told  me  that  he  was  forry  to  hear 
I  had  been  fo  ill  lodged  j  but  that  all  the 

apart* 
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apartments  of  the  houfe  were  full,  and  hoped  I 
fhould  be  better  accommodated  the  next  time.  He 
then  afked  me  with  great  cordiality  if  1  knew  for 
'  "^vhat  rcafon  I  was  imprifoned  ?  I  told  the  reverend 
father  that  it  was  evidently  for  my  fms.  '*  Very 
well,  fays  he,  my  dear  child;  but  for  what  particu- 
lar fm  ?  Speak  freely^'-  I  racked  my  brain  with 
conjectures,  but  could  not  polubiy  guefs,  He  then 
charitably  difmiflcd  me. 

At  lad  I  remembered  my  unguarded  exprefiion. 
lefcaped  with  a  little  bodily  correction,  and  a  fine 
of  thirty  thoufand  reals,  I  was  led  to  make  my 
obeifance  to  the  grand  inquifitor,  who  was  a  man 
of  great  politenefs*  He  afis:ed  me  how  1  liked  his 
little  feafl?  I  told  him  it  was  a  moil  delicious  one ;. 
and  then  went  to  prefs  my  companions  to  quit  the 
country,  beautiful  as  it .  was,  They  had  found 
time  to  inform  themfelves  of  all  the  great  thing$ 
which  the  Spaniards  had  done  for  the  interefl  of 
religion.  They  had  read  the  memoirs  of  the  fa- 
mous bifliop  of  Chiapa,  by  which  it  appears  that 
they  had  maifacred,  or  burnt,  or  drowned,  about 
ten  millions  of  infidels  in  America,  in  order  tq 
convert  them.  I  believe  the  accounts  of  the  biflrop 
area  little  exaggerated  ;  but  fuppofe  we  reduce  the 
number  of  vidims  to  five  millions,  it  will  ftill  be  ^ 
moft  glorious  achievement. 

The  itch  of  travelling  (IHl  poflefled  me.  I  had 
propofed  to  finiili  the  tour  of  Europe  with  Turkyj 
and  thither  we  now  dircCled  our  courfe.  I  put  on  | 
a  firm  refolutlon  not  to  give  my  opinion  of  the  pub- 
iic  feafls  I  might  fee  for  the  future.  "  Thefe 
Turks,  faid  I  to  my  companions,  iuc  a  fet  of  mifr 
creants  that  have  not  been  baptized,  and  of  confe- 
cfuence  will  be  more  cruel  than  the  reverend  fathers] 
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|:he  inquifitors.     Let  us  obferve  a  profound  filence 
while  we  are  among  the  Mahometans.'* 

Accordingly  we  arrived  among  them.  I  was 
'greatly  furprifed  to  fee  more  Ghriftian  churches  in 
Turky  than  -in  C^ndia.  I  even  faw  fome  nume- 
rous^roops  ©f  monks,  who  were  allowed  to  pray 
tto  the, virgin  Mary  with  great  freedom,  and  to  curfe 
Mahpm€t>;  fome  in  Greek,  .fomc  in  .Latin,  and 
others  in  Armenian.  "  What  good-natured  people 
'*ire  thefe  1'urks,"  cried  J.  .The  Greek  Chriilians, 
and  the  Latin  Chrillians  in.  Conftanticople  were 
xnortal  enemies.  Thefe  flaves  perfecuted  .each 
other  in  much  the  fame  manner  as  do^i^s -fight  iu 
'4he  ftreets,  till, their  mafters  part  them  with  a  cud- 
gel. The  grand  vizier  was  at  that  time  the  protec- 
-tor  of  the  Greeks.  The  Greek  partriareh  accufed 
sne  of  having  fupped  with  the  Latin  patria??ch;  and! 
was  condemned  in  .full, divan  to  receive  an  hun- 
jdred  blo\ys  on  the  foles  of  my  feet,  redeen^ahle  for 
five  bwiulr^d  fequins*  Next  day  the  gr^nd  vizier 
\vas  (Irangled.  The  d&y  following  hjs  fiicceifor, 
who  was  for  the  jLatin  party,  .and  who  was  noi: 
ilrangled  till  a  month^fter,  condemned  me; to  fu£- 
fer  the  .fame  pumihment,  for  having  fjupped  .witK 
the  Greek  patriarch.  Thus  was  I  reduced  to  the  fad 
neceflity  .  of  abfenting  myfdf  entirely  from  the 
.Greek  and  iLatin  churches.  :In  order.to  confole 
inyfelf  for  this  lofs,  1  took  into  keeping  a  very 
•handfome  Circaffian.  She  was  the  mod  obliging 
liady  I  ever  knew  in  a  private  converfation,  and  the 
^;mofl  devout  at  the  mofque^  One  night  as  fhe  was 
embracing  me  in  the  fweet  tranfports  of  love,  fhe 
cried,  "  Alia,  Ilia,  Alia  ;"  thefe  are  the  facramen- 
tal  words  of  the  Turks.  I  imagined  they  were  the 
■  exprefiions  of  love,   and   therefore  .cried  in  my 
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tutn,  and  with  a  very  tender  accent,  "  Alia,  Ilia, 
Alia.'*  *'  Ah !  faid  (he,  God  be  praifed,  thou  arc 
then  ^  Turk.  I  told  her  that  I  was  blefling  God 
for  having  given  me  fo  much  ftrength,  and  that  I 
thought  mylelf  extremely  happy.  In  the  morning 
the  iman  came  to  circumcife  me ;  and,  as  I  made 
fome  difficulty  to  fubmit  to  the  operation,  the  cadi 
of  that  dillri^,  a  man  cf  great  loyalty,  propofed  to 
have  me  impaled.  1  faved  my  prepuce  and  my 
pofleriors  by  paying  a  thoufand  fequins,  and  then 
^ed  directly  into  Perfia,  refolved  for  the  future  ne- 
ver to  hear  Greek  or  Latin  mafs,  nor  to  cry  ''  A\\^ 
Jlla;  Alia,"  in  a  love  rencounter. 

On  my  arrival  at  Ifpahan,  the  people  afked  mft 
whether  I  was  for  white  or  black  mutton  ?  I  told 
them  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me,  pro- 
vided it  was  tender.  It  mud  be  obferved  that  the 
Pcrfian  empire  was  at  that  time  fplit  into  two  fac- 
tions, that  of  the  white  mutton  and  that  of  the 
black.  The  two  parties  imagined  that  I  made  a 
reft  of  them  both  ;  fo  that  I  found  myfelf  engaged 
in  a  very  troublefome  affair  at  the  gates  of  the 
dty,  and  it  cod  me  a  great  number  of  fequins  tq 
get  rid  of  the  white  and  the  black  mutton. 

I  proceeded  as  far  as  China,  in  com.pany  with 
an  interpreter,  who  affured  me  that  this  country 
ivas  the  feat  of  gaiety  and  freedom.  1  he  Tartars 
had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  it,,  after  having 
deftroyed  every  thing  with  fire  and  fword.  The 
reverend  fathers  the  Jefuits  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  reverend  fathers  the  Dominicans  on  the  other, 
alledged  that  they  had  gained  many  fouls  to  God 
in  that  country,  without  any  one  knowing  aught 
of  the  matter.  Never  were  feen  fuch  zealous  con- 
verters ;  ihey  alternately  perfecuted  one  another  : 
fhey  tranfmitted  to  Rome  whole  volumes  of  ilan- 

der, 
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der,  and  treated  each  other  as  infidels  and  preva- 
ricators for  the  fake  of  one  foul.  But  the  moft 
violent  difpute  between  them  was  with  regard  to 
the  manner  of  making  a  bow.  The  Jefuits  would 
have  the  Chinefe  to  falute  their  parents,'  after  the 
fafhion  of  China ;  and  the  Dominicans  would  have 
them  to  do  it  after  the  fafhion  of  Rome.  I  hap- 
pened unluckily  to  be  taken  by  the  Jefuits  for  a 
Dominican*  They  reprefented  me  to  his  Tartarian 
majefly  as  a  fpy  of  the  pope.  The  fupreme  coun- 
cil charged  a  prime  mandarin,  who  ordered  a  fer- 
jeant,  who  commanded  four  itires  of  the  country, 
to  feize  me  and  bind  me  with  great  ceremony.  In 
this  manner  I  was  conducted  before  his  majefty, 
after  having  made  about  an  hundred  and  forty 
genuflexions.  He  afked  mc  if  I  v/as  a  fpy  of  the 
pope's  and  if  it  was  true  that  that  prince  was  to 
come  in  perfon  to  dethrone  him.  I  told  him  that 
the  pope  was  a  priefl  of  fevcnty  years  of  age  5  that 
he  lived  at  the  diftance  of  four  thoufand  leagues 
from  his  facred  Tartaro-chinefe  majefty ;  that  he 
had  about  two  thoufand  foldiers,  who  mounted 
guard  with  umbrellas  ;  that  hd  never  dethroned  any 
body ;  and  that  his  majefty  might  Deep  in  perfe<Sb 
fecurity.  Of  all  the  adventures  of  my  life  this  was 
the  leaft  fatal.  I  was  fent  to  Macao,  and  there  I 
took  (hipping  for  Europe. 

My  fhip  required  to  be  refitted  on  the  coaft  of 
Golconda.  I  embraced  this  opportunity  to  vlfit 
the  court  of  the  great  Aureng-Zeb,  of  whom  fuch 
Wonderful  things  have  been  told,  and  who  was 
then  in  Deli.  I  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  him  on  the 
day  of  that  pompous  ceremony  in  which  he  re- 
ceives the  celeftial  prefcnt  fent  him  by  the  Sherif 
'  of  Mecca  :  this  was  the  befom  with  which  they  had 
fweeped  the  holy  houfe,  the  Caaba,  and  the  Beth 
C  c  2  Alia. 
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Alia.  It  is  a  fymbol  that  fweeps  away  all  the  poDr 
lutions  of  the  foul,  Aureng-Zeb  feemed  to  have 
no  need  of  it :  he  was  the  mod  pious  man  in  all 
fodoflan.  It  is  true,  he  had  cut  the  throat  of  one 
of  his  brothers,  and  poifoned  his  father.  Twenty- 
Rajas,  and  as  many  Omras,  had  been  put  to  death  ; 
biJt  that  was  a  trifle ;  nothing  was  talked- of  but  his 
devotion.  No  king  was'  thought  comparable  to- 
him,  except  his  facred  majefty  Miiley  Ifmael,  the 
mod  ferene  emperor  of  Morocco,  who  cut  otFfome 
heads  every  Friday  aft^er  prayers.' 

I  (poke  not  a  word.  My  travels  hadtaught  me 
wifdom^  I  was  fenfibls  that  it  did  not  belong  to 
me  to  decide  between  thefe  augull  Sovereigns.  A 
young. Frenchman,  inxleed,va  fellow--lodgerof  minej 
was  wanting  in  refpecb.  to-  the'  emperor  of  the  In*- 
dies,  and  to  that  of  Morocco.  He  happened  to 
fay  very  imprudently,  that  there  were  fovereigns  in 
Europe,  who  governed  their  dominions  with  p^reat 
equity,  and  even  went  tochurch.  without  killing 
their  fathei's  or  brothers,  or  cutting  oft'ihe  heads 
of  thei?"  fubje6ts^  This  impious  difcourfe  of  my 
young  frien-d  our  interpreter  tranfmitted  to  Indou*. 
In{lru6ted  by  former  experience,  I  inftantly  cau*- 
fed  my  camds  t»^  be  fuddled^  andfet  out  with  my 
Vrenchmaii^.  1  waiJ  aftervirapds^^  informed  that  that 
very  night  the  officers  of  the  great  Aureng-Zeb, 
having  come  to  feize  me,  found  only  the  interpre- 
ter, who.  was  executed  in  public  y  and  all  the  cour- 
tiers declared  withcut  flattery  that  his-  punilhmeni 
iVas  extremely  jail, 

f  I  had  now  only  Africa  to  vifit,  in  order  to  enjoy 
all  the  pleafurea  of  our  continent ;  and  thither  I 
went  in  reality.  The  fhip  in  which  I  embarked 
was  taken  by  the  Negro- Cor  fairs.  The  mafter  of 
the  v^flfcl.  qoipplained  loudly ^  and  afi-ied  why  they 
:    .    .  thus 
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thus  violated  the  laws  of  nations.  The  captain  of 
the  Negroes  replied  :  "  You  have  a  long  nofe  and 
we  have  a  fhort  one  :  your  hair  is  flrait  and  our-s 
is  curled  :  your  Ikin  is  a(h-coloured,  and  ours  is  of 
the  colour  of  ebon ;  and  therefore  v/e  ought,  by 
t^ie  facred  laws  of  nature,  tO'  be  always-  atenmityC 
You  buy  as  in  the  public  markets  on  the  coaft  of 
Guiney  like  beads  of  burden,  to  make  us  labour 
in  I  don't  know  what  kind  of  drudgery,  equally 
hard  atid  ridiculous.  With  the  whip  held  over  our 
heads,  you  make  us  dig  in  niDuntains  for  a  kind  of 
yellow  earth,  which  in  itfelf  is  good  for  nothing^ 
and  is  not  h'  valuable  as  an  Egyptl-an  onion.  In 
like  manner,  wherever  we  meet  you,  and  are  fupe- 
rior  to  you  in  ftrength,  we  make  you  flaves,  and 
oblige  you  to  manure  our  fields  5:  or  in  caf^  of  refu- 
fal  cut  off  your  nofe  and  ears/* 

lb  fuch  a  learned  difcourfe  it  was  impoffible  to 
make  any  anfwer.  I  went  to  labour  in  the  ground 
of  an  old  female  Negro,  in  order  to  fave  my  nofe 
and  ears.  After  cominuing  in  fTavery  for  a  whole 
year,  I  was  at  ialt  ranfomed.  I  had  now  feen  all 
that  was  rare,  good,  or  beautiful  on  earth.  I  re- 
folved  for  the  future  to  fee  nothing  but  my  own 
'  ome.  I  took  a  wife,  and  was  cuckolded ;  and 
ound  that  of  all  conditions  of  life  this  was  tht 
^'.appieO:, 
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How  far  we  ought   to  impofc  upon  the? 
People* 

IT  IS  a  queftion  of  great  impoTtance,  liowever  lit- 
tie  regarded,  how  far  the  people,  i.  e.  nine 
tenths  of  the  human  kind ^  ought  to  be  treated  likef 
apeSi  The  deceiving  party  have  never  examined 
this  problem  with  fufFicient  care  ;  and  for  fear  of 
being  miftaken  in  the  calculation,  they  have  heap- 
ed up  ail  the  vifionary  notions  they  could  in  the 
Jieads  of  the  party  deceived. 

The  good  people,  who  fometimes  read  Virgil,  or 
the  Provincial  Letters,  do  not  know  that  there  are 
twenty  times  more  copies  of  the  Almanac  of  Liege 
and  of  the  "  Courier  boiteux^'  printed,  than  of  all 
the  ancient  and  modern  books  together.  No  one, 
Ibrely,  has  a  greater  veneration  than  myfelf  for  the 
illuflrious  authors  of  thefe  Almanacs  and  their  bre- 
thren. I  know,  that  ever  fmce  the  tin-^e  of  the  an- 
cient Chaldeans,  there  have  been  fixed  and  dated 
days  for  taking  phyfic,  paring  our  nails,  giving 
battle,  and  cleaving  wood.  I  know  that  the  baft 
part  of  the  revenue  of  an  illullrious  academy  con- 
fifls  in  the  fale  of  thefe  kind  of  Almanacs.  May  I 
prefume  to  afk,  with  all  pofTible  fubmilfion,  and  a 
becoming  diffidence  of  my  own  judgment,  what 
harm  it  would  do  to  the  world,  were  fome  power- 
ful aftrologer  to  alTure  the  peafants  and  the  good 
inhabitants  of  little  villages,  that  they  might  fafely 
pare  their  nails  when  they  pleafe,  provided  it  be 

done 
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ddie  with  a  good  intention  ?  The  people,  I  fhall  be 
told,  would  not  buy  the  Ahnanacs  of  this  new  af- 
trologer.  On  the  contrary,  1  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  there  would  be  found  among  your  great  ge- 
niufes  many  who  would  make  a  merit  in  following 
this  novelty.  Should  it  be  alledged  that  thefe 
geniufes  would  form  factions,  and  kindle  a  civil 
^ar,  I  have  nothing  farther  to  fay  on  the  fubjed, 
t>ut  readily  give  up,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  my  too 
dangerous  opinion. 

Every  body  knows  the  king  of  Boutan.  He  is 
one  of  the  greateft  princes  in  the  univerfe.  He 
tramples  under  his  feet  the  thrones  of  the  earth  ; 
and  his  ilioes  (if  he  has  any)  are  provided  with 
fceptres  indcad  of  buckles.  He  adores  the  devil, 
fjs  is  well  known,  and  his  example  is  followed  by 
■all  his  courtiers.  He,  one  day,  fent  for  a  famous 
,fcu>;;tor  of  my  coui^try,  and  ordered  him  to  make 
a  beautiful  llatue  of  Beebcbub,  The  fculptor 
fucceeded  to  admiration.  Never  was  there  fuch  a 
handfome  devih  But,  unhappily,  our  Praxitdc* 
had  only  given  five  clutches  to  his  animal,  whereai5 
the  Boutaniers  aKvays  gave  him  fix.  This  capit^ 
blunder  of  the  artilt  was  aggravated,  by  the  grand 
lliaiter  of  the  ceremonies  to  the  devil,  with  all  the 
sseal  of  a  man  juftly  jealous  of  his  mafter's  rights, 
and  of  the  facred  and  immemorial  cuflom  of  the 
kingdom  of  Boutan.  He  infilled  that  the  fculptor 
•ftould  atone  for  his  crime  by  the  lofs  of  his  head. 
The  fculptor  replied,  that  his  five  clutches  were 
pcadly  equal  in  weight  to  fix  ordinary  clutches ; 
and  the  king  of  Boutan,  who  was  a  prince  of  great 
demency,  granted  him  a  pardon.  From  that  time 
the  people  of  Boutan  were  undeceived  with  regard 
|othe  devil's  fix  clutches. 

'yhe  fame  day  his  majefty  needed  to  let  bIood> 
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J^  fuTgeon  of  Gafcony,  who  had  come  to  his  court 
'in  a  (hip  belonging  to  our  Eafl4ndia  company,  was 
.appointed  to  take  from  him  five  ounces  of  his  pre- 
cious blood.  The  aftrologer  of  chat  quarter  cried 
out,  that  the  king  would  be  in  danger  of  lofmg  his 
life,  if  he  opened  a  vein  while  the  heavens  were  in 
;their  prefent  ftate.  The  Gafcon  might  -have  told 
Jiim,  that  the  only  queftion  was  about  -the  flate  of 
<the  king's  health  ;  but  he  prudently  waited  a  few 
minutes;  and  then  taking  an  Almanac  in  his  hand, 
*'  You  .was  in  the  right,  great  man  !"  faid  he  to  the 
allrologer  of  .the  quarter,;  "the  king  would  have 
fldied,  had  he  been  blooded  at. the  inftant  you  men- 
tion: the  heavens  have.fmce  changed  their  afpedb^ 
.and  now  is  the  favourable  moment/'  The  aftro- 
Hoger  aflentedto  the  truth  6f  the  furgeon's  oblerva- 
Jtion,  The  king  was  cured  ;  and  hy  degrees  it  be- 
<:ame  an  ^Rabliihed  cuftom  among  the  Boutarners, 
to  bleed  their  kings  whenever  it  was  neceflary. 

A  bluftering  Dominican  at  J^ome  faid  to  an 
£ngli(h  philofopher,  "  You  are  a  dog.;  you  fay 
it  is  the  earth  .that  turns  round,  never  refleding 
ahat  Jofhua  made  ^he  fun  to  (land  ftill/'  "  WelM 
.my  reverend  father,"  replied  the  other;  "and 
dince  that  .time  the  <fun  hath  been  immoveable.** 
The  dog  and  the  Dominican  embraced  each  otheri; 
and  ev.eii  the  Italians  were,  at  laft,  convinced  that 
ihe  earth  turns-round. 

An  augur  and. a  fenfitor,dn  fhetime  .of  Gasfar, 
Oament^d  the  declining  Hate  of  the  republic.  "  The 
.times,  indeed,  are  very  bad,"  faid  the  fenator^ 
:**  we  have  reafon  to  tremble  for  the  liberty  of 
^Rome."  "  Ah  !'*  faid  the  augur,  "  that  is  not  the 
.^reateil  evil ;  the  people  now  begin  to  lofe  the 
refpect  which  they  formerly  had  for  our  orderw 
^iiyefeem .barely  toie  tolerated:;  we  ceafe  to  be  ne- 
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ceflfaf  y.  Sonie  Generals  have  the  alTurance  to  give 
tattle  without  confulting  us ;  and,  to  compleat  our 
misfortunes,  thofe  who  fell  us  the  facred  pullets  be- 
gin to  reafon.  "  Well,  and  why  don*t  you  reafon 
likewlfe  ?"  replied  the  fenator,  "  and  fmce  the 
dealers  in  pullets  in  the  time  of  Csefar  are  more 
knowing  than  they  were  in  the  time  of  Numa^ 
ought  not  you  modern  augurs  to  be  better  philof*- 
phers  than  thofe  who  lived  in  former  ages  ?" 
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Ol<Z  daj  the  great  philofbplier  Citofile  faid  to 
a  wo'sn'an  wh'a  v?a^  difconfolatc,  ancf  who  had 
f[ood  reaion  to  be  fo,  "  MLidam,-  the  queen,  of 
England,  danghfer  to  Hemy  IV.  \i'Jis  ztis  wretched 
as  you  :  (lie  was  baniihedfrom  her  kinc^doms  ;  was- 
in  the  utnioft  danger  of  lonng  her  life  in  a  ftonn 
n-t  fea  ;  and  faw  her  royal  fpoafe  expire  en  a  fcaf- 
fold.'*'  "  I  am  forry  for  her,^*  fafd  the  l^.dy  }  and 
began  again  to  lament  her  own  misFortunes.- 

*'  But,  faid  Citoiile,  remember  the  fate  of  Mar}F 
Stuart.  S^}^  loved,  but  with  a  moll  chaile  and 
virtuous  nfleOion,  an  excellent  mufjcian,who  play- 
ed admirably  on  the  bafs-viol.  Her  hull)and  killed 
Iier  muiimn  before  her  face;  and,  in  the  fequcl, 
her  goc^J- friend  and  relation,  queen  Elizabeth,  who* 
called  herLif  a  virgin,  eau-led  her  head-to- be  cut 
off  on  a  fca-ffold  covered  with  black,  after  having 
confined  her  in  pr  if  on  fof  the  fpace  of  eighteen 
years/*'  '*  That  was  very  cruel,**'  replied  the  lady, 
and  prefcntly  relapfed  into  her  former  melan- 
choly. 

""  Perhaps,  fiiid  the  comforter,  you  Have  heard' 
of  tbebeautifur  foan  of  Naples,  who  was  taken  pri- 
foher  a-nd  f!:rangl«=^d."'  "  I  have  a  confufed  re- 
membrance of  her  ftory/^faid  the  alii icled  lady. 

"  I  miifl  relate'  ta  you,  added  the  other,  the 
adventure  of  a  fovereign  princefs,  v;ho,  within  my 
meaiory5..waS'  dethroned  after  fupper,  and  who  died 
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in  a:defcrt  ifland."  ;^'  Tknow  her  wh<>Ie  hiftory/* 
replied  the  lady. 

"  Well  then,  >I  \^illl  tell  yo«  whait  ,happetied  to 
another  great  princefs  whoni  ;I  .indructed  in  philo- 
fophy.  She  h^d  a  lover,  as  alLgreat  and  beautiiwl 
princefies  have  :  her  father  ^ontered  the  chanxb^^r, 
andfurprifed  the  lover,  whafe  countenancew. :  all 
OB  fire,  and  his  eyes  fpark^ing  like  a  carbunck. 
The  lady  too  .had  a  very.liorid_complexipp.  The 
father  was  fo  highly  difpleafed  with  the  young 
man's  countenance,  that  he  gave  him  ©neofthe 
mod  terrible  blows  that  had  ever  been  given  in  his 
province.  The  lover  took  a  pair  of  tongs  and 
!>roke  the -head  of  the  father-'in-law,  who  was  cur- 
ed vAih  great  difficulty,  and  ftill  bears  the  mark  of 
•the  wound*  The  lady  in  a  fright  leaped  out  of 
the  window  and  dillocatad  her  foot,iiiconfequence 
of  which  (he  ftill  halts,  though  poiTelTed  in  .other 
refpecls  of  a  very  handrqine  perforu  llie  lover 
was  condemned  io  death  for  having  broken  the 
head  of  a  great  prince  :  "you  xan  eafdy  judge  in 
-what  a  deplorable  condition  the  princefs  muft  have 
been  when  her  lovccr  was  led  to  the  gsillows-  J  have 
feen  her  long  ago  wh^  -fhe  was  in  prifon  :  die  al- 
ways talked  Xo  me  of  her  own  misfortunes." 

"  And  why  ^will  you  not  allow  me  to  think  Oi 
mine  ?"  faid  the  lady-  *'  Becaufe,  faid  the  ;pihilo- 
fopher,  you  ought  not  to  think  of  them  ;  and  fmce 
fo  many  great  ladies  have  h^^n  fo  unfortunate,  it 
ill  becomes  you  to  defpair.  Think  on  Hecuba  ; 
think  on  N-iobe.**  "  Ah !  faid  the  lady,  liad  I  lived 
in  their  time,  or  in  that  of  fo  many  beautiful  prin- 
cefTes,  and  had  you  endeavoured  to  confole  them 
by  a  relation  of  my  misfortunes,  would  they  have 
liftened  to  you,  do  you  imagine  ?" 

I^Jext  day  the  philofopher  lolt  his  only  fon,  and 
J3  d  2  vvr^s 
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was  like  to  have  died  with  grief.  The  lady  caiifed 
a  catalogue  to  be  drawn  up  of  all  the  kings  who 
had  loft  their  children,  and  carried  it  to  the  philo- 
fophcr.  He  read  it  ;  found  it  very  exad ;  and 
wept  ncverthelefs.  Three  months  after,  th^y  re- 
newed their  yifits,  and  were  furprifed  to  find  each 
Other  in  fuch  a  gay  and  fprightly  humour.  They 
'  jcaufed  to  be  erected  a  beautiful  ftatue  to  Time, 
with  this  infcription^   "To  him  who  comforts. 
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THE 

PRINCESS 

or 
BABYLON. 


THE  aged  Belus,  king  of  Babylon  thought 
himfelf  the  firft  man  upon  earth  ;  for  all  his 
courtiers  told  him  fo,  and  his  hiftoriographers  prov- 
ed it.  What  might  excufe  this  ridiculous  vanity 
in  him  was,  that,  in  fa£l,  his  predecelfors  had 
built  Babylon  upwards  of  30,000  years  before  him, 
and  he  had  embelUflied  it.  We  know  that  his 
palace  and  his  park,  fituated  at  a  few  parafangs 
from  Babylon,  extended  between  the  Euphrates 
and  the  Tigris,  which  wafhed  thofe  enchanted 
banks.  His  vafl  houfe,  three  thoufand  feet  in 
front,  almofl  reached  the  clouds.  The  platform 
was  furrounded  with  a  baluftrade  of  white  marble, 
fifty  feet  high,  which  fupported  coloflal  flatues  of 
all  the  kings  and  great  men  of  the  empire.  This 
platform,  compofed  of  two  rows  of  bricks,  covered 
with  a  thick  furface  of  lead  from  one  extremity  to 
the  other,  bore  twelve  feet  of  earth ;  and  upon  this 
earth  were  raifed  groves  of  olive,  orange,  citron, 
palm,  cocoa,  and  cinnamon  trees,  and  llock  gilli- 
flowers,  which  formed  alleys  that  the  rays  of  the 
iun  could  not  penetrate^ 
M  '     '  The 
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The  waters  of  the  Euphrates  running  by  the 
•afliftanc^  of  pumps,  in  a  hundred  canals,  into  tl>o 
vail  marble  bafons  in  this  garden,  and  afterwards 
faUing  by  other  canals,  formed  cafcades  of  fix  thou- 
fand  feet  in  leiigth  ;in  >the  park,  and  a  hundred 
thoufand  jets  cT'eau,  whofe  height  was  fcarce  per- 
ceptible;  they  afterwards  returned  into  the  Eu- 
phrates, of  which  they  were  parr.  The  gardens 
of  Semiramis,^  which  aftonifhed  Afia  Jeveral  ages 
after,  were  only, a  iVeble  inytction  of  thefe  ancient 
prodigies ;  for  in  the  time  of  Semiramis,  every 
.thing  began  to  degenerate  a mongft  men  and  wo- 
men. 

But  what  was  more  adnllr^'ble  in  Babylon,  and 
li^clipfed  Cv'^e-ry  thing  edfe,  was  the  only  •diughter  of 
ithe  King,  named  .Forn'.cranta.  it  jwas  from  her 
^idtires  and  ftatn.ies,  that  in  fuc^^edmg  rirr.es  Pra- 
xiteles fculptwfcd  his  Aphrodira.  and  the  Venus  of 
Medicis.  Heavens i  w'ir.t  a  differeice between  the 
lOriginal  and  the  copies!  lo  ihat  Belus  was  prouder 
^f  his  daughter  ihan  ol  his  kingdom.  She  was  eigh- 
teen years  old  :  ir  was  nerelfary  fht  (liouidjiavea 
'hulband  worthy  of  her;  but  where  was 'he  to  be 
iound?  An  ani^ierit  x^racle  hadiordained,  that  For- 
^nofanta  couhi  not  bdongito  any  .but  him  .who  could 
4bcrid  thebo^'oi  Nembrod. 

..  This  -Nembrod,  the  ftiong  Imnter  before  tlie 
Xord,  -had  left  a  *baw  leventeen  Babylonian  feet  in 
length,  made  ^of  ebony,  harder  than  the  iron  of 
4nount  Caucafus,  which  is  wrought  in  the  forges 
of  Derbent ;  and  no  mortal  fmce  Nembrod  could 
tend  this  aftonifhing  bow. 

It  was  again  faid,  that  the  arm  which  (houkl 
•bend  this  bow  would  kill  the  moft  terrible  and  fe- 
Jrocious  lion  that  Should  be  let  loofe  in  the  "Circus 
(cf  Babylon.  This  was  not  all  j  the  bender  of  tb^ 
mi  bow, 
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bow,  and  the  conqueror  of  the  lion,  {liould  over- 
throw all  his  rivals :  but  he  was  above  all  thing,^ 
to  be  very  fagaciouS,  the  m-od  magnificent  and 
mod  virtuous  of  men,  and  poilefs  the  greateft:  cu- 
riofity  in  the  whole  univerfe. 

Three  kings  appeared,,  v/ho  were  bold  enough 
to  claim  FoYmofanta;  Phai»:ioh  of  Egypt,  the  Shah 
f>f  Im^ia,  and  t?he  great  KhaHr  o^f  the  Scythians, 
Bel  us  appointed  the  day  and  place  of  combat, 
which  was  to  be  at  t^he  extremity  of  his  park,  ia 
the  vafl  extent  furrounded  by  the  jomt  waters 
of  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris.  Round  the  lifts  a 
marble  amphitheatre  v/as  erected,  v/hich  might  con- 
t-aia  fwe  hundred  thoufand  rpeci:ators.  Oppofite 
the  amf>hitheatre  was  placed  the  king's  throne  ;  he- 
was  to  appear  with  Formof^mta,  accompanied  by 
the  whole  court;  and  on  the  right  and  left  between 
the  throne  and  the  amphitheatre,  there  were  other 
thrones  and  feats  for  the  three  kings,  and  for  all 
the  other  fovereigns  who  were  defirous-  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  this  auguft  ceremony.. 

The  king  of  i^gypt  arrived  the  firfl:,  mounted 
upon  the  bull  Apis,  and  holding  in  his  hand  the 
cithern  of  Ifis.  He  was  followed  by  two  thoufand 
priefts  clad  in  linen  vePLmenis  whiter  than  fnow» 
two  thoufand  eunuchs,  two  thoufand  magicians, 
and  two  thoufand  warriors. 

The  king  of  India  came  foon  after  in  a  car  drawa 
by  twelve  elephants.  He  had  a  train  ftill  more 
numerous  and  more  brilliant  thaa  Pharaoh  qf 
Egypt. 

The  lafl;  who  appeared  was  the  king  of  the  Scy- 
thians. He  had  none  with  him  but  chofen  war- 
riors, armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  He  was  mount- 
ed upon  a  fuperb  tyger,  which  he  had  tamed,  and 
which  was  as  tall  as  any  of  the  fined  Perfian  horics. 

T^he 
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The  majeftic  and  important  mien  of  this  king  ef- 
faced  the  appearance  of  his  rivals ;  his  naked  arms, 
as  nervous  as  they  were  white,  feemed  already  to 
bend  the  bow  of  Nembrod. 

Thefe  three  lovers  immediately  proflirated  them- 
felves  before  Belus  and  Formofanta.  The  king  of 
Egypt  prefented  the  princefs  with  two  of  the  fined 
crocodiles  of  the  Nile,  two  fea-horfes,  two  zebras, 
two  Egyptian  rats,  and  two  mummies,  with  the 
books  of  the  gfeat  Hermes,  which  he  judged  to  be 
the  fcarcell:  things  upon  earth. 

The  king  of  India  offered  her  a  hundred  ele- 
phants, each  bearing  a  wooden  gilt  tower,  and  laid 
at  her  feet  the  Vedam  wrote  by  the  hand  of  Xaca 
liimfelf. 

The  king  of  the  Scythians,  wh6  could  neither 
t^^rite  nor  read,  prefented  a  hundred  warlike  horfes 
with  black  fox-ikin  houfmgs. 

The  princefs  appeared  with  a  down-cafllook  be* 
fore  her  lovers,  and  reclined  herfelf  with  fuch  a 
grace  as  was  at  once  modefl:  and  noble.' 

Belus  ordered  the  kings  to  be  conduced  to  the 
thrones  that  were  prepared  for  them.  Would  I 
had  three  daughters,  faid  he  to  them,  I  fhould  make 
fix  people  this  day  happy  !  He  then  made  the  com- 
petitors cafl:  lots  "s^hich  fhould  try  Ndmbrod's  bow 
firfl.  Their  names  infcribed  were  put  into  a  gol- 
den cafque.  1  hat  of  the  Egyptian  king  came  out 
firfl ;  then  the  name  of  the  king  of  India  appeared* 
The  king  of  Scythia,  viewing  the  bow  and  \m  ri- 
vals, did  not  complain  at  being  the  third. 

Whilfl  thefe  brilliant  trial?  were  preparing,  twen- 
ty thoufand  pages  and  tv/enty  thoufimd  youthful 
maidens  diflributed,  without  any  diforder,  refrefli- 
ments  to  the  fpe^tators  between  the  rows  of  tho 
feats.     Every  one  ackncv.  ledged,  that  the  gods  ha4 

■inili* 
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inflltuted  kings  for  no  other  caufe  tlian  every  day 
to  givs  felUvals,  upon  condition  they  fhould  be  di- 
verfified  ;  that  life  is  too  fhort  to  be  made  any  o- 
ther  ufe  of;  that  law-fuits,  intrigues,  wars,  the  al- 
tercations of  theoiogifb,  which  confume  human 
life,  are  horrible  and  abfurd  ;  that  man  is  born  only 
for  happinefs ;  that  he  would  not  paffionately  and. 
inceffantly  purfue  pleafure,  were  he  not  defigned. 
for  it ;  that  the  eilence  of  human  nature  is  to 
enjoy  ourfelves,  and  all  the  red  is  folly.  I^iis 
excellent  moral  was  never  controverted  but  by 
fads. 

Whilft  preparations  were  making  for  determin- 
ing the  fate  of  Formofanta,  a  young  ftranger, 
mounted  upon  an  unicorn,  accompanied  by  his 
valet,  mounted  on  a  like  animal,  and  bearing  upon 
his  hand  a  large  bird,  appeared  at  the  barrier. 
The  guards  v/ere  furprifed  to  obferve  in  this  equi- 
page a  figure  that  had  an  air  of  divinity.  He  had, 
as  hath  been  fmce  related,  the  face  of  Adonis  upon 
the  body  of  Hercules ;  it  was  majeily  accompanied 
by  the  graces.  His  ,black  eye- brows  and  flowing 
fair  treifes  wore  a  mixture  of  beauty  unknown  at 
Babylon,  and  charmed  all  obfervers.  The  whole 
amphitheatre  rofe  up,  the  better  to  view  the  ftran- 
ger:  all  the  ladies  of  the  court  viewed  him  with 
looks  of  aftoniflnnent.  Formofanta  herfelf,  who 
had  hitherto  kept  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  ground, 
ralfed  ihem  and  bluihed ;  the  three  kings  turned 
pale  ;  all  the  fpedators,  in  comparing  Formofanta 
with  the  flranger,  cried  out,  There  is  no  other  in 
the  world  but  this  young  man  who  can  be  fo  hand- 
fome  as  the  princefs. 

Thj£  ufners,  (truck  with  aftoniflnnent,  afked  him 
if  he  was  a  king  ?  The  flranger  replied,   that  he 

Vol.  I.  K  e  had 
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had  not  that  honour,  but  that  he  had  come  very 
diftant,  excited  by  curiofity,  to  fee  if  there  were 
any  king  worthy  of  Formofanta.  He  was  intro- 
duced into  the  fnft  row  of  the  amphitheatre,  with 
his  valet,  his  two  unicorns, and  his  bird.  He  falui- 
ed  with  great  refpedf  Belus,  his  daughter,  the  three 
kings,  and  all  the  aifembly.  He  then  took  his  feat, 
not  without  bludiing.  His  two  unicorns  lay  down 
at  his  feet,  his  bird  perched  upon  his  (lioulder  ;  and 
his  valet,  who  carried  a  little  bag,  placed  himfelf  by 
his  fide. 

The  trials  began.  The  bow  of  Nembrod  was 
taken  out  of  its  golden  cafe.  The  firfl:  mafter  of 
the  ceremonies,  followed  by  fifty  pages,  and  pre- 
ceded by  twenty  trumpets,  prefented  it  to  the  king 
of  Egypt,  who  made  his  priefts  blefs  it ;  and  fup- 
porting  it  upon  the  head  of  the  bull  Apis,  he  did 
not  queflion  his  gaining  this  firft  victory.  He  dif- 
mounted,  and  came  into  the  middle  of  the  Circus  ; 
he  tries,  exerts  all  his  flrength,  and  makes  fuch 
ridiculous  contortions,  that  the  whole  amphitheatre 
re-echoes  with  laughter,  and  Formofanta  herfelf 
cannot  help  fmiling. 

His  high  almoner  approached  him  :  Let  your 
majefliy  give  up  this  idle  honour,  which  depends 
folely  upon  the  nerves  and  mulcles ;  you  will  tri- 
umph in  every  thing  elfe.  You  will  conquer  the 
lion,  as  you  are  poflelTed  of  the  fabre  of  Ofiris. 
The  princefs  of  Babylon  is  to  belong  to  the  prince 
who  is  mofl  fagacious,  and  you  have  folved  aenig- 
mas.  She  is  to  wed  the  moft  virtuous :  you  are 
fuch,  as  you  have  been  educated  by  the  priefts  of 
Egypt.  The  moft  generous  is  to  carry  her,  and 
you  have  prefented  her  with  two  of  the  handfomeft 
crocodiles,  and  two  of  the  fineft  rats  in  all  Delta. 
You  are  poflefled  of  the  bull  Apis  and  the  books  of 

Hermes, 
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Hermes,  which  are  the  fcarceft  things  in  the  uni- 
verie.  No  one  can  diipute  Fbrmofanta  with  you. 
You  are  in  the  right,  liaid  the  king  of  Egypt,  and 
fefuiiied  his  throne. 

The  bov/  was  then  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  India,  It  bliflered  his  hands  for  a  fort- 
night ;  but  he  confoled  himfelf  in  prefuming  that 
the  Scythian  king  would  not  be  more  fortunate  than 
himfelf. 

The  Scythian  handled  the  bow  In  his  turn.  He 
united  fkili  with  fhehgth  :  the  bow  feemed  to  have 
fome  elaflicity  in  his  hands  ;  he  bent  it  a  little,  but 
he  could  never  bring  it  any  thing  near  a  curve.  The 
Ipeftators,  who  had  been  prejudiced  in  his  favour 
by  his  agreeable  afpe6t,  lamented  his  ill  fuccefs,  and 
concluded  that  the  beautiful  princefs  would  never 
be  married. 

The  unknown  youth  leaped  into  the  area,  and 
addreffing  himfelf  to  the  king  of  Scythia  faid,  Your 
Majefty  need  not  be  furprifed  at  not  having  entire- 
ly fucceeded.  Thefe  ebony  bows  are  made  in  my 
country  ;  there  is  only  one  peculiar  twifl  to  give 
them.  Your  merit  is  greater  in  having  bent  it, 
than  if  I  were  to  curve  it.  He  then  took  an  arrow, 
and  placing  it  upon  the  firing,  bent  the  bow  of 
Nembrod,  and  made  the  arrow  fly  beyond  the 
gates.  A  mxillion  of  hands  at  once  applauded  the 
prodigy.  Babylon  re- echoed  with  acclamations^ 
and  all  the  women  agreed  how  happy  it  was  for  fo 
handfome  a  youth  to  be  fo  firong. 

He  then  took  out  of  his  pocket  a  fmall  ivory 
tablet,  and  wrote  upon  it  with  a  golden  pencil,  fix- 
ed the  tablet  to  the  bow,  and  prefented  it  all  toge- 
ther to  the  princefs  with  fuch  a  grace  as  charmed 
every  fpedator.  He  then  modeftiy  returned  to  his 
place  between  his  bird  and  his  valet.  All  Babylon 
E  e  2  f  was 
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was  i  n  aftonifliraent,  the  three  kings  were  con- 
founded whiift  the  (Irangcr  did  not  feem  to  pay  the 
leaft  attention  to  what  had  happened. 

Formofanta  was  IHll  more  furpriied  to  read  upon 
the.  ivory  tablet  tied  to  the  bow,  thcfe  verfes  written 
in  good  Chaldean : 

L'arc  de  Nembrod  eft  cckil  de  ia  guerre ; 
L'ircde  I'amour  eft  celul  du  bonheur  ; 

Vous  le  portez.     Par  vaus  ee  Dieu  vaiaqueur 
Eft  dcvenu  Ic  maltre  de  la  terre. 
Trois  Rois  puiflants,  trois  rivaux  aojourd'hul 
Ofent  pretendre  a  Thonneur  de  vous  plaire. 
Jene  fais  pas  qui  votre  coeur  prefcre, 
Malsl'universfera  jalouxde  lui  *. 

This  little  madrigal  did  not  dilpleafe  the  princefs. 
It  was  critiqifed  by  fome  of  the  lords  of  the  ancient 
court,  who  faid,  that  formerly,  in  good  times,  Be- 
lus  would  have  been  compared  to  the  fun,  and 
Formofanta  to  the  moon  ;  his  neck  to  a  tower,  and 
her  bread  to  a  bufhel  of  wheat.  They  faid  the 
ftranger  had  no  fort  of  imagination,  and  that  he 
had  loft  fight  of  the  rules  of  true  poetry,  but  all 
the  ladies  thought  the  verfes  very  gallant.  They 
were  aftoniflied  that  a  man,  who  handled  a  bow  fo 
well,  (liould  have  fo  much  wit.  Theiady  of  hon- 
our to  the  princefs  faid  to  her.  Madam,  what  nu- 
merous talents  are  here  entirely  loft  ?  What  benefit 
will  this  young  man  derive  from  his  wit  and  Belus's 

bow? 


*  Nembrod's  Is  the  warlike  bow : — The  bow  of  love  is  thjtt 
ofhapplnefs: — Tl)is  you  bear.  Through  you  the  vi£lorlous  god 
is  become  roafter  of  the  earih.  Three  powerful  kings,  rivals  of 
the  day,  have  dared  pretend  to  the  honour  of  pleafing  you.  I 
know  not  which  yoiir  heart  prefers,  but  the  whole  univcrfc  muft 
be  jealous  of  him. 
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bow  ?  Being  admired,  faid  Formofailta.  '  Ah  !  fuid 
the  lady,  one  more  madrigal,  and  he  might  very 
well  be  beloved ! 

Neverthelefs,  Belus,  having  confalted  his  fages, 
declared,  that  though  none  of  thefe  kings  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Nembrod,  his  daughter  was,  ne- 
verthelefs, to  be  manic-d,  and  that  ihe  fliould  be- 
long to  him  who  could  conquer  the  great  lion,  which 
was  purpofely  in  training  in  his  great  menagerie - 
The  king  of  Egypt,  upon  whofe  education  all  the 
wifdom  of  Egypt  had  been  exhauiled,  judged  it 
very  ridiculous  to  expofe  a  king  to  the  ferocity  of 
wild  beafts  in  order  to  be  married.  He  acknow- 
ledged, he  confrdered  the  poffeiTion  of  Formofanta 
of  inefclmable  value  ;  but  he  imagined,  that  if  the 
lion  ihould  flrangle  him,  he  could  never  wed  this 
fair  Babylonian.  Ihe  king  of  India  was  of  the 
fame  way  of  thinking  with  the  Egyptian  ;  they  both 
concluded  that  the  king  of  Babylon  was  laughing 
at  them,  and  that  they  ihould  lend  for  armies  to 
puniih  him ;  that  they  had  many  fubjeQs,  who 
would  think  themfelves  highly  honoured  to  die  in 
the  fervice  of  their  mailers,   without   its  coftino- 

o 

them  a  hngle  hair  of  their  lacred  heads  ;  that  they 
could  eafdy  dethrone  the  king  of  Babylon,  and 
then  they  would  draw  lots  for  the  fair  Formo- 
fanta. 

This  agreement  being  made,  the  two  kings  fent 
each  an  exprefs  into  his  refpeclive  country,  with 
orders  to  affernble  three  hundred  thoufand  men  to 
carry  ofFFormofanta. 

However,  the  king  of  Scythia  defcended  alone 
into  the  area  with  his  fcym.etar  in  hand.  He  wa3 
not  difi:ra6tedly  enamoured  with  Fonnofanta's 
charms  ;  glory  till  then  had  been  his  only  pailion, 
.and  it  had  led  him  to  Babylon.  He  waa.  willing 
•  .  ■  to 


524  The  Princf/s  of  Babylon. 

to  fliew,  that  if  the  kings  of  India  and  Egypt  were 
fo  prudent  as  no!  to  tilt  with  lions,  he  was  courage- 
pus  enough  not  to  decline  the  combat,  and  he  would 
repair  the  honour  of  diadems.  His  uncommon 
valour  would  not  even  allow  hinl  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  affillance  of  his  tyger.  He  advanced  fmgly, 
flightly  armed  with  a  fhell  cafque  ornamented  with 
gold,  fliaded  with  three  horfes  tails  as  white  as 
fnow. 

One  of  the  moft  enormous  and  ferocious  lions, 
that  fed  upon  the  Antilibanian  mountains,  was  let 
loofe  upon  him.  H^'s  tremendous  talons  appeared 
capable  of  tearing  the  three  kings  to  pieces  at  once, 
and  his  gullet  to  devour  them.  The  two  proud 
champions  flew  with  the  utmoft  precipitancy  and 
in  the  moft  rapid  manner  at  each  others  The  cou- 
ragious  Scythian  plunged  his  fword  into  the  lion's 
throat;  but  the  point  meeting  with  one  of  thofe 
thick  teeth  that  nothing  can  penetrate,  was  broke 
to  (batters ;  and  the  monfter  of  the  woods,-  more 
furious  from  his  wound,  had  already  imprefTed  his 
bleeding  claws  into  the  monarch's  fides. 

The  unknown  youth,  touched  with  the  peril  of 
fo  brave  a  prince,  leapt  into  the  area  fwift  as  light- 
ning ;  when  he  cutoff  the  Hon*s  head  with  as  much 
dexterity,  as  we  have  lately  feen,  in  our  carou- 
fals,  youthful  knights  knock  off  the  heads  of  black 
images. 

'J  hen  drawine^  out  a  fmall  box,  he  prefented  it 
to  the  Scythian  king,  faying  to  him.  Your  majefty 
will  there  lind  the  genuinCkdiitany,  which  grows  in 
my  country.  Your  glorious  wounds  will  be  heal- 
ed in  a  nK)ment.  Accident  alone  prevented  your 
triumph  over  the  lion ;  yoiir  valour  is  not  the  lefs 
lo  be  admired. 

The  Scythian  king,  animated  more  with  grati- 
tude 
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rude  than  jealoufy,  thanked  his  benefaftor  ;  and 
after  having  tenderly  embraced  him,  returned  t® 
his  feat  to  apply  the  dittany  to  his  wounds. 

The  ftrangcF  gave  the  iion's  head  to  his  valet, 
who  having  wafhed  it  at  the  great  fountain  which 
w?s  beneath  the  amphitheatre,  and  drained  all  the 
bi^od,  topk  an  iron  inftrument  out  of  his  little 
bag,  with  which  having  drav.n  the  lion's  forty  teeth, 
he  fupplisd  their  place  with  forty  diamonds  of  equal 
fize.    . 

His  mafler,  with  his  ufual  modefly  returned  t© 
his  place ;  he  gave  the  lion's  head  to  his  bird : 
Beauteous  bird,  faid  he,  carry  this  fmall  homage, 
and  lay  it  at  the  feet  of  Formofanta.  The  bird 
winged  his  way  viith  the  dreadful  triumph  in  one 
of  his  pounces,  and  prefented  it  to  the  princefs, 
bending,  with  humility,  his  neck,  and  crouching 
before  her.  Ihe  fparkling  diamonds  dazzled  the 
eyes  of  every  beholder.  Such  magnificence  was 
unknown  even  in  fuperb  Babylon  ;  the  emerald, 
the  topaz,  the  faphire,  and  the  pyrope,  were  as  yet 
confidered  as  the  mod  precious  ornaments.  Belus 
and  the  whole  court  were  flruck  with  admiration. 
The  bird  which  prefented  this  prefent  furprifed 
them  dill  more.  It  was  of  the  fize  of  an  eagle,  but 
its  eyes  were  as  foft  and  tender  as  thofe  of  the  eagle 
are  fierce  and  threatening.  Its  bill  was  rofe-colour, 
and  feemed  fomewhat  to  refemble  Formoianta's 
handfome  mouth.  Its  neck  reprefented  all  the  col- 
ours of  Iris,  but  ftill  more  lively  andbriUiant;  gold, 
in  a  thoufand  ihades,  glittered  upon  its  plumage ; 
its  feet  refembled  a  mixture  of  filver  and  purple, 
and  the  tails  of  thofe  beautiful  birds,  which  have 
fmce  drawn  Juno's  car,  did  not  come  up  to  the 
fplendor  of  this  bird's. 

The  attention,  curlofity,  allonilhment,  and  exta- 

fy 
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%  of  tire  whole  court,  were  divided  between  the 
jewels  and  the  bird.  He  had  perched  upon. the 
baluflrade  between  Bel  us  and  his  daughter  For- 
inofanta ;  (lie  liattered  it,  careiTed  it,  and  kifled  it. 
It  ieemed  to  receive  her  embraces  with  a  raixture 
of  pleafure  and  refpect.  When  the  princefs  gave 
fe  bird  a  kifs,  it  returned  to  the  embrace,  and  thea 
looked  upon  her  with  languifhing  eyes.  She  gave 
it  bifcuits  and  piftachoes,  which  it  rectived  in  its 
purple-filvered  paw,  and  carried  thcni  to  its  bill 
"With  inexpreflible  grace. 

-  Bel  us,  who  had  attentively  confidered  the  dia- 
monds, concluded,  that  fcarce  any  one  of  his  pro» 
vinces  could  repay  fo  valuable  a  prefent.  He  or- 
dered tl"  at  more  magnificent  gifts  iliould  be  prepar- 
ed for  the  ftranger  than  thofe  that  were  dedined  for 
the  three  monarchs.  This  young  man,  faid  he,  is 
doubtlefsfon  to  the  king  of  China,  or  of  that  part 
of  the  world  called  Europe,  which  I  have  heard 
fpoken  of;  or  of  Africa,  vvhich,  it  is  laid,  is  ia  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  kingdom  of  Egypt, 

He  dircftly  fent  his  firft  equerry  to  compliment 
the  llranger,  and  a(k  him,  whether  he  was  himfelf 
the  fovereign,  or  fon  to  the  Ibvereign  of  one  of 
thofe  empires;  and  why,  being  poflclVcd  offuch 
furprifmg  trcafures,  he  had  come  with  nothing  but 
the  valet  and  a  little  bag  ? 

Whilftthe'cqucrry  advanced  towards  the  amphi- 
theatre to  execute  his  commiilion,  another  valet 
arrived  upon  an  uiiicorn.  This  valet,  addrefling 
liimfclf  to  the  young  man,  faid,  Ormar,  your  fither 
is  approaching  the  end  of  his  life :  I  am  come  to 
acquaint  you  with  it.  1  he  ftranger  raifed  his  eyes 
to  heaven,  whilil  tears  ftreamed  from  them,  and 
anfwered  only  by  faying.  Let. us  depart. 

The  equerry,  after  having  paid  Beius's  compli- 
ments 


The  Princefs  of  Bahykn,  ii^ 

rftents  to  the  conqueror  of  the  lion,  to  the  giver  of 
the  forty  diamonds,  and  to  the  mailer  of  the  beau- 
tiful bird,  alked  the  valet,  Of  what  kingdom  was  the 
father  of  this  young  hero  fovereign  ?  The  valet  re- 
plied, His  fiither  is  an  old  fhepherd,  who  is  much 
beloved  in  the  diftricl. 

During  this  converfation,  theilranger  had  already 
mounted  his  unicorn.  He  faid  to  the  equerry,  My 
lord,  vouchfafe  to  proflrate  nie  at  the  feet  of  Belus 
and  his  daughter.  I  mull  entreat  her  to  take  par- 
ticular care  of  the  bird  1  leave  viith  her,  as  it  is  a 
nonpareil  like  herfelf.  In  uttering thefe  lafl  words 
he  fet  off,  and  flew  like  lightning  ;  the  two  valets 
followed  him,  and   he  was   in  an  inltant  out  of 

fight.  ^     ■ 

Formofanta  could  not  refrairt  from  fhrieking; 
The  bird  turning  towards  the  amphitheatre,  where 
his  mafter  had  been  feated,  feemed  greatly  afflicled 
to  lind  him  gone ;  theii  viewing  ftedfaflly  the  prin- 
cefs, and  gently  rubbing  her  beautiful  hand  with  his 
bill,  he  feemed  to  betrothe  hirnfelf  to  her  fervice. 

Belus,  more  afloni&ed  than  ever,  hearing  that 
this  very  extraordinary  young  man  v/as  the  Ion  of 
a  fhepherd,  could  not  believe  it.  He  difpatched 
meffengers  after  him  ;  but  theyfoon  returned  with 
advice,  that  the  three  unicorns,  upon  which  thefe 
men  were  mounted,  could  not  be  come  up  with  ; 
and  that  according  to  the  rate  they  went,  they  mufi 
go  a  hundred  leagues  a  day. 

£very  one  rcafoned  upon  this  flrange  adventure, 
a:nd  wearied  themfelves  with  conjectures.  How' 
can  the  fon  of  a  fliepherd  make  a  prefent  of  forty 
large  diamonds  ?  How  comes  it  that  he  is  mounted 

Vol.  L  F  f  f  upon 


i2^  The  t*fince/s  of  Bdbylon, 

upon  an  unicorn  ?  This  bewildered  them,  and  For- 
fnofanta,  vvhilfl  Ihe  careiied  her  bird,  was  funk  in- 
to a  profound  reverie. 

Princcfs  A;d  a,  her  coufm-german,  who  was 
very  well  (leaped,  and  aimofl:  as  handfome  as  For- 
molanta,  faid  to  her,  Coufin,  I  know  not,  whether 
this  ci-emi<.T;od  be  the  fon  of  a  iliepherd  \  but  me- 
thinks  he  has  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  Ripulated 
for  your  marriage.  Ke  has  bent  Nembrod's  bow, 
he  has  conquered  the  lion,  he  has  a  great  fliare  of 
Icnfe,  having  wrote  for  you  a  very  pretty  extem- 
pore ;  and  after  h:\viiig  prefented  you  with  forty 
large  diamonds,  you  cannot  deny  that  he  is  the 
mod  generous  of  m^n.  In  his  bird  he  pofiefled 
the  mcfl  curious  thing  upon  earth.  His  virtue 
cannot  bie  equalled,  fince  though  he  might  have 
llaid  v«/i:h  you,  he  departed  without  hefitation,  as 
foonas  he  heard  his  father  was  ill.  The  oracle  is 
fulfilled  in  every  particulary  except  that  wherein  he 
is  to  overcome  his  rivals  ;  but  he  has  done  more, 
he  has  faved  the  life  of  the  only  competitor  he 
had  to  fear  ;  and  when  the  objed  is  beating  the 
other  two,  I  believe  you  cannot  doubt  that  he  wilt 
eanly  fuccecd. 

All  that  you  fay  is  very  true,  replied  Forniofan- 
ta  :  but  is  i;  poflible,  that  the  greatefl  of  men, 
and  perhaps  the  mofl  amiable  too,  iliould  be  the 
Jbn  of  a  Tliepherd  ? 

Th6  lady  of  honour  joining  in  the  converfation, 
faid,  that  the  title  of  Shepherd  was  frequently  given 
to  kings ;  that  they  were-  called  Shepherds,  becaufe 
they  attended  very  clofely  their  flocks ;  that  this 
was  doubtlefs  a  piece  of  ill-timed  pleafantry  in  his 
valet ;  that  this  young  hero  had  not  come  fo  badly 
equipped,  but  to  ihew  how  much  his  pcrfonal  me- 
i}l.?lQJXZ  was  above  the  fiullidious  parade  of  kings. 
;V    ,  The 
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The  prlncefs   made  no  anfwer  but  in  giving  her 
bird  a  thoufand  tender  kiiles.     > 

A  great  feiuval  was  nevertbelefs  prepared  for 
tiie  three  kings,  and  for  all  the,  princes  who  Vv-ere 
come  to  the  feaft.  The  king's  daughter  and  niece 
were  to  do  the  honours.  The  king  received  pre- 
fents  worthy  the  magnificence  of  Babylon.  Belus, 
during  the  time  the  repaft  was  ferving  up,  aflem- 
bled  his  council  upon  the  marriage  of  the  beautiful 
Formofanta,  and  this  is  the  way  he  delivered  hinj- 
felf  as  a  great,  politician  : 

I  am  old  :  I  know  not  what  longer  to  do  with  my 
daughter,  or  upon  whom  to  bed  nv  her.  He  who 
deferved  her  is  nothing  but  a  n  em  fhepherd  ;  the 
kings  of  India  and  Egypt  are  cowards ;  the  king  of 
the  Scythians  would  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  but  ^ 
he  has  not  perfc^rmed  anyone  of  the  conditions  im- 
pofed>  1  will  again  con  Till  t  the  oracle.  In  the  mean 
while,  deliberate  among  you,  and  we  will  conclude 
?tgreeable  to  what  the  oracle  f:iys;  for  a  kingfnould 
follow  nothing  but  the  dictates  of  the  immoi'tai 
^gods. 

He  then  repaired  to  the  .temple:  the  oracle  an- 
fweied  in  few  words  according  to  ciiftcm  :  Thy 
daughter  jhall  not  be  married  tili  (he  has  traverfed  the 
globe.  Belus  -returned  in  adoniilimeut  to  the  coun- 
cil, and  related  this  anfwer. 

AH  the  miniilers  had  a  profound  Tefpefl:  for 
oracles;  they  therefore  all  agreed,  or  at  leaft  ap- 
peared to  agree,  that  they  were  the  foundation  of 
religion  ;  that  reafon  (Ijould  be  mute  before  them  ; 
that  it  was  by  their  means  that  kings  reigned  over 
their  people  ;  that  without  oracles  there  would  be 
neither  virtue  nor  repofe  upon  earth. 

At  length,  after  having  teflified  the'  mod  pro- 
found  veneration  for    them,  they  ahnoft  all  eon^ 
F  f  2  eluded 
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eluded  that  this  oracle  was  ii-npertinent,  and  that 
he  fliould  not  be  obeyed  j  that  nothing  coiilJ  be 
more  indecent  for  a  young  woman,  and  particular- 
ly the  daughter  of  the  great  king  of  Babylon,  than 
to  run  about,  without  any  particular  dellination  ; 
that  this  was  the  nioil  certain  method  to  prevent 
her  being  married  or  elfe  engage  her  in  a  claudef- 
tine,  fliameful,  and  ridiculous  one  ;  that,  in  a  word, 
this  oracle  had  not  common  fenfe. 

The  youngeil  of  the  miniflers  named  Onadafe, 
who  had  more  fonfe  than  the  red,  faid,  that  the 
oracle  doubtlefs  meant  fome  pilgrimage  of  devo- 
tion, and  offered  to  be  the  princefi*^  guide.  The 
council  approved  of  his  opinion,  but  every  one 
v/as  for  being  her  equerry,  The  king  determined 
that  the  princefs  might  go  three  hundred  parafangs 
upon  the  road  to  Arabia,  to  the  temple,  whofe 
faint  had  the  reputation  of  procuring  young  women 
happy  marriages,  and  that  the  dean  of  the  counciJI 
ihould  accompany  her.  After  this  determinatioi^ 
^hey  went  to  fupper. 

§3- 

In  the  centre  of  the  gardens,  between  two  caA 
cades,  was  creeled  an  oval  faloon,  three  hundred 
feet  in  diameter,  whofe  azuieroof,  interfecled  wivh 
golden  ftars,  reprefented  all  the  conilellatipns^ndi 
planets,  each  in  its  proper  ftation  ;  and  this  cicling 
turned  about,  as  well  as  the  canopy,  by  machine^ 
as  invifible  as  thofe  which  dire£t  the  celeftial  motir 
ons.  A  hundred  thoufand  flambeaux,  inclofed  in 
richcrydal  cyhnders,  illuminated  the  out  and  infid^ 
pf  the  dining-hall.  A  buffet  with  fteps  contained 
twenty  tliou£and  vafes  and  golden  difnes ;  and  op- 
pofite  the  buffet,  upon  other  jHeps,  w^re  feated  « 

great 
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great  number  of  muiicians.— Two  other  amphi- 
Uieatres  were  decked  ouf ;  the  one  with  the  fruitSL 
of  each  feafon,  the  other  with  cryltal  dectinreis,  in 
^yhich  fparkled  every  kind  of  wine  upon  earth. 

The  gueils  took  theii*  feats  round  a  table  divided 
into  compartments,  which  refembled  flowers  and 
fruks,  all  in  precious  ft  ones.  The  beautiful  Fcr- 
jnofanta  was  placed  between  the  kings  of  India  and 
Egypt ;  the  amiable  Aideanext  the  king  of  Scythia. 
There  were  about  thirty  princes,  and  each  was  feac- 
ed  next  one  of  the  handfomeft  ladies  of  the  court. 
The  king  of  Babylon,  who  was  in  the  middle,  op- 
pofite  his  d^-ughter,  feemed  divided  between  the 
chagrin  of  being  yet  unable  to  marry  her.  and  the 
pleafure  of  dill  beholding  her.  Formofanta  a&ed 
leave  to  place  her  bird  upon  the  table  next  her  ; 
the  kir^g  approved  of  it. 

The  mufic,  which  played,  furnifned  every  prince 
with  an  opportunity  of  converfmg  with  his  female 
neighbour,  The  feflival  was  as  agreeable  as  it  was 
magnificent.  A  ragout  was  ferved  before  Formo- 
fanta, which  her  father  was  very  fond  of.  The 
princcfs  faid  it  (bould  be  carried  to  his  Majefly  ;  the 
bird  immediately  took  hold  of  it,  and  carried  it  ia 
a  miraculous  manner  to  the  king.  Never  was  any 
thing  more  afloniihing  at  fupper.  Belus  carefled 
it  as  much  as  his  daughter  had  done.  The  bird 
afterwards  took  \X.%  flight  to  return  to  her.  It  dlf- 
played  in  fiying  fo  fine  a  tali,  and  irs  extended 
wings  fet  forth  fuch  a  vaiietv  of  brilliant  colours, 
the  gold  of  its  plumage  made  uich  a  dazzling  eclat, 
that  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon  him.  All  the  niUli- 
■cians  were  flruck  motionlefs,  and  their  inltruments 
afforded  harxnony  no  longer.  None, ate,  no  one 
fpoke,  nothing  but  a  buzzing  of  admiration  vv'as  to 
t^e  heard.     The  piincefs  of  Babylon  kiiled  it  dur- 
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ng  the  whole  fupper,  without  confidering  whether 
there  were  any  kings  in  the  world.  Thole  of  India 
and  Egypt  felt  their  fpite  and  indignation  rekindle 
with  double  force,  and  they  refolved  fpeedily  to  fet 
their  three  hundred  thoufand  men  in  motion  to 
obtain  revenge. 

As  for  the  king  of  Scythia,  he  was  engaged  in 
entertaining  the  beautiful  Aldea  :  his  haughty  foul 
defpifing,  without  malice, Formofanta's  inattention, 
had  conceived  for  her  more  inditlerxsace  than  re- 
fentment.  She  is  handfo:ne,  hiil  he,  I  acknow- 
ledge ;  but  fhe  appears  to  me  one  of  thofe  women 
who  are  entirely  taken  up  with  their  own  beauty, 
and  who  fancy  that  mankind  are  greatly  obliged  to 
them  when  they  deign  to  appear  in  public.  I 
Ihould  prefer  an  ugly  compiaifant  woman,  that  tef- 
tified  fome  regard,  to  that  beautiful  ftatue.  You 
have,  Madam,  as  many  charms  as  Ihe  poflefles,  and 
you  eondefcend  to  converfe,  at  leaft,  with  flran- 
gers,  I  acknowledge  to  you  with  the  fincerity  of 
a  Scythian,  that  I  prefer  you  to  your  coufin.  He 
?ivas,  however,  millaken  in  regard  to  the  character 
of  Fori^nofanta  4  flie  was  not  fo  difdainful  as  (he  ap- 
peared; but  his  compliments  were  very  well  re- 
ceived by  princefs  A  Idea.  'J'heir  conv-erfation  be- 
came very  interefting;  they  were  very  well  con- 
tented, and  already  certain  of  one  another  before 
they  left<:able. 

After  fupper  the  g\ie^%  walked  in  the  groves. 
The  kijig  of  Scythia  and  Aldea  did  not  fail  ieeking 
ior  a  place  of  retreat.  Aldea,  who  was  fmcerity 
itfelf,  thus  declared  herfelf  to  the  prince  : 
.  I  do  not  hare  my  coufm  though  fhe  be  handfo- 
jner  than  myfelf,  and  is  deftincd  for  the  throne  of 
Babylon ;  the  honour  of  pleafing  you  may  very 
5*ell  fcand  in  the  llcad  of  charms.  I  prefer  Scythia 
■".'■  '  'vvitfi' 
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with  you,  to  the  crown  of  Babylon  without  you. 
Bat  this  crown  belongs  to  me  by  right,  if  there  be 
any  ri^.^ht  in  the  world;  for  1  am  the  elder  branch 
of  Nembrod,  and  Formofanta  is  only  of  the  young- 
er. Her  grandfather  dethroned  mine,  and  put  him 
to  death. 

Such,  then,  is  the  force  of  blood  in  the  houfe  of 
Babylon  1  faid  the  Scythian.  What  was  your 
grandfarher^s  name  ?  He  wa>  called  Aldea  like  me  ; 
my  father  bore  the  fame  name  \  he  was  baniihed 
to  the  extremity  of  the  eivipire  with  my  mother; 
and  Belus,  after  their  death,  having  nothing  to  fear 
from  me,  was  willing  to  bring  me  up  with  his 
daughter.  But  he  has  refolved  that  I  fliall  never 
marry. 

I  will  avenge  the  caufe  of  your  father,  of  your 
grandfather,  and  your  caufe,  faid  the  king  of  Scy- 
thia.  I  am  refponfible  for  your  being  married  :  I 
will  carry  you  off  the  day  after  to-morrow  by  day- 
break ;  for  we  muft  dine  to-morrow  with  the  king 
of  Babylon  ;  and  I  will  return  and  fupport  your 
rights  with  three  hundred  thoufand  mea.  I  agree 
to  it,  faid  the  beauteous  Aldea  ;  and  after  having 
exchanged  their  words  of  honour,  they  feparated. 

The  incomparable  Formofanta  had  been  for  a 
long  time  retired  to  reft.  She  had  ordered  a  little 
orange  tree,  in  a  filver  cafe,  to  be  placed  by  the  fide 
of  her  bed,  that  her  bird  might  perch  upon  it.  Her 
curtains  were  drawn,  but  (he  was  not  in  the  leail 
difpofed  to  fleep ;  her  heart  and  her  imagination 
were  too  much  awake.  The  charming  ftranger 
was  ever  before  her  fight ;  fhe  fancied  flue  faw  him 
fhooting  an  arrow  with  Nembrod's  bow ;  fhe  con- 
templated him  in  theadionofcuttingoff  the  lion's 
head;  fhe  repeated  his. madrigal ;  at  length,  fliefaw 
Lim  retiring  from  the  crowd  upon  his  unicorn  :— 

tears. 
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tears,  fighs,  and  lamentations,  overwhelmed  her  at 
this  reflection. — At  intervals  fhe  cried  out,  Shall 
1  then  never  fee  him  more  ?  Will  he  never  re- 
turn ? 

He  will  return,  Madam,  replied  the  bird  from 
the  top  of  the  orange  tree.  Can  one  once  havd 
feen  you,  and  not  defire  x.:)  fee  you  again  ? 

Heavens !  eternal  powers !  my  bird  fpeaks  the 
purcfl  Chaldeaui  In  uttering  thefe  words  fhe  drfcw 
back  the  curtain,  put  oiit  her  hand  to  him,  and 
knelt  upon  her  bed,  faying.  Art  thou  a  god  de^ 
fccnded  upon  earth  ?  Art  thou  the  great  Oroimades 
concealed  under  this  beautiful  plumage?  If  thoa 
art,  reflore  me  this  charming  young  man, 

I  am  nothing  but  a  winged  animal,  replied  thd 
bird  ;  but  I  was  born  at  the  time'  when  all  animals 
{iill  fpoke;  when  birds,  ferpents,  alles,  horfes,  and 
griffins,  converfed  familiarly  with  man.  I  would 
not  fpeak  before  company,  left  your  ladies  of  hon- 
our fhould  have  taken  me  for  a  forcerer ;  1  would 
not  difcover  myfelf  to  any  but  you. 

Formofanta  was  fpeechlefs,  bewildered,  and  in^ 
toxicated  with  fo  many  wonders:  defirous  of  put- 
ting a  hundred  queftions  to  him  at  once,  fhe  at 
length  aiked  him  how  old  he  was  ?  Twenty-feven 
thoufand  nine  hundred  years  and  fix  months,  Ma- 
dam ;  I  date  my  age  from  the  little  revolution  c£ 
heaven  which  your  magi  call  the  precelfion  of  the 
equinoxes,  and  which  is  accompliflied  ia  about 
twenty-eight  thoufand  of  your  years.  There  arc 
revolutions  of  a  much  greater  extent,  fo  are  thcrer 
beings  much  older  than  me.  It  is  twenty-two  thou- 
fand years  fince  I  learnt  Chaldean  in  one  of  my' 
travels.  I  have  always  had  a  very  great  tafte  for 
fhe  Chaldean  language,  but  my  brethren,  the  other- 
aftimals>  have  rtiraanced  fpeaking  in  yowr  climate^ 

And 
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And  why  fo,  my  divine  bird  ?  Alas !  becaufe  men 
have  accuilomed  themfelves  to  eat  us,  inftead  of 
convediiig  and  intruding  themfelves  with  us. 
Barbarians !  Ihould  they  not  have  been  convinced  j 
that  having  the  lame  organs  with  them,  the  fame 
fentiments,  the  fame  wants,  the  fame  defires,  we 
had  what  is  called  a  Soul,  the  fame  as  them ;  that 
we  were  their  brothers,  and  that  none  fhould  be 
drefled  and  ate  but  the  wicked  ?  We  are  fo  far  your 
brothers,  that  the  Supreme  Being,  the  Omnipotent 
and  Eternal  Being,  having  made  a  compad  with 
men,  exprefily  comprehended  us  in  the  treaty.  He 
forbad  you  to  nourifh  yourfelves  with  our  bloody 
and  we  to  fuck  yours  *. 

The  fables  of  your  ancient  Locmjln,  tranllated 
into  fo  many  languages,  will  be  a  teftimony  eter- 
nally fubfifting  of  the  happy  commerce  you  former- 
ly carried  on  with  us.  They  all  begin  with  thefe 
words  ;  In  the  time  .when  beqftsfpoke.  It  is  true, 
there  are  many  families  among  you  who  keep  up 
an  inceflant  converfation  with  their  dogs  ;  but  they 
have  refolved  not  to  anfwer,  fmce  they  have  been 
compelled  by  whipping  to  go  a- hunting,  and  be- 
come accomplices  in  the  murder  of  our  ancient 
and  common  friends,  flags,  deers,  hares,  and  par- 
tridges. 

You  have  flill  fome  ancient  poems  m  which 
horfes  fpeak,  and  your  coachmen  daily  addrefs 
them  in  words ;  but  in  fo  barbarous  a  manner,  and 
in  uttering  fuch  infarnous  expreflions,  that  horfes, 
which  formerly  entertained  fo  great  a  kindnefs  for 
you,  now  deteft  you. 

.  The  country  which  is  the  refidenceof  yourcharm- 
VoL.  I.  ^  §         t  i^g 


*  See  chapter  ix.  of  Genefis,  and  chap,  iU,  xviii.  aod  xix.  oi 

tcclefiart. 
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jng  ilraiiger,  the  mofl  perfect  of  men,  is  the  only- 
one  in  which  your  fpecies  has  continued  to  love' 
ours,  to  converfe  with'  us  ;  and  this  is  the  onlj^ 
country  of  the  world  where  men  are  juft. 

And  where  is'  this  country  of  my  dear  incogni- 
to? what  is  the  name  of  his  empire  T  for  I  will  no 
more  believe  ke  i^  a  fliepherd  than  that  you  are  a 
bat. 

Hfs  cOi:Jiitry,  ihadam*,  is  that  of  the  Gangarids; 
a  virtuous  and  invincible  people,  who  inhabit  the 
eaftern  fliore  of  ttie  Ganges.  The  name  of  my 
friend  is  Amazan.  He  is  no  king ;  and  I  know 
not  whether  he  would  fo  much  humble  himfelf  as 
to  be  one ;  he  has  too  great  a  love  for  his  fellow"- 
countrymen  ;  he  is  a  fhepherd  like  them.  But  do 
not  imagine  that  thofe  (licpherds  refemble  yours ; 
who,  covered  with  rags  and  tatters,  watch  their 
ilieep,  far  better  chd'  than  thcmfelves  ;  who  groan 
under  thfe  burthen  of  poverty,  and  who  pay  to  an 
extortioner  half  the  miferable  flipend  of  wages 
which  they  receive  from  their  ma(ter&-  The  Gan- 
garidian  fhepherds  are  all  born  equal,  are  the  maf- 
Ters  of  innumerable  herds,  which' cover  their  fields 
in  condant  verdure.  They  are' never  killed;  it  is 
•a  horriid' crime  towards  the  Gan;^es  to  kill  and  eat 
one's  fellow  creature.  Their  wool  is  finer  and 
more  brillatit  than  the  finef^filk,  and  (ionftitmes  the 
greateft  traffic  of  the  Eaft.  Befides,  the  land  of  tho 
Gangarids  produces  all"  that  can  flatter  the  defires 
of  man.  Thofe  large  diamonds  which  Amazan 
had  the  hcncirur  of  prefenting  you-  with,  are  from  a 
mine  which  belongs  to  him.-  An  unicorn,  on  which 
you  law  him  mounted,  is'  the  ufual  animal  the 
Gangarids  ride  upon.  It  is  the  fmefl:,  the  proud- 
eft,  mofl  terrible,  and  at  the  fame  time  mofl  gentle 
animal,  that  ornaments  the  earth.     A   hundred 

Gangarids, 
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^Gangarlds,  with  as  many  unicorns,  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  difperfe  innamerable  armies.  About  two 
centuries  ago,  a  king  of  India  was  mad  enough  to 
want  to.conquer  this  nation  :  he  appeared,  followed 
by  ten  t  hou  fan  d  elephants  and  a  million  of  warriors. 
The  anicoriiS  pierced  the  elephants,  juft  as  I  have 
feen  upon, your  table  b^ads  pierced  in  golden  bro- 
chets.  The  warriors  fell , under  the  fabres  of  the 
(^anggrids^. like  crops  of  rice  movved  by  the  people 
of  the  Ealt.  The  king  was  taken  prifoner,  juvith 
upwards  of  fix  thoufand  men.  He  was  bathed  in  ihft 
fclutary  water  of  the  Ganges,  ^followed  the  regimen 
of  the  country,  which  (^onfifts  only  of  vegetables., 
and  in  which  nature  there  h^th  been  amazingly  li- 
beral to  nourifh  every  breathing  creature.  Me!i 
who  are  fed  with  carnivorQus  aliments,  and  drench- 
ed with  fpirituous  liquqrs,  have  a  (liarp  adufl  blood, 
which  turns  their, brains  a  hundred  different  ways. 
Their  chief  rage  is  a  fury  to  Ipill  their  brother's 
blood,  and  laying  wafle  fertile  plains  to  reign  over 
church-yards.  Six  full  months  v/ere  taken  up  in 
curing  the  king  of  India  of  his  diforder  ;  when  the 
phyficians  judged  that  his  pulfe  was  in  a  greatisr 
Hate  of. tranquillity,  they  certified  this  to  the  cpun- 
ql  of  the  Gangarids.  The  council,  havingTollow- 
cd  the  advice  of  the  unicorns,  humanely  fent  back 

:the  king  of  India,  his  filly  court,  and  impotent  war- 

.riors,  to  their  own  country.  I'his  lefTon  made 
them  wife,  and  from  that  time  the  Indians  refpec- 
ted  the  Gangarids,  as  ignorant  men,  willing  to-be 
inltrucled,  revere  the  Chaldean  philofophers  they 
canjiot  equal.  Apropos,  my  dear  bird,  faid  the 
princefs  to  him,  do  the  Gangarids  profefs  any  re- 
ligion ?  have  they  one  ?  Madam,  we  meet  to  return 
thanks  to  God  on  the  days  of  the  full  moon:  the 

>men  in  a  great  temple  made  of  cedar,  and  the  wo- 
G  g  2  mca 
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men  in  another,  to  prevent  their  devotion  being 
diverted :  all  the  birds  affemble  in  a  grove,  and 
the  quadrupeds  on  a  fine  down.  We  thank  Go4 
for  all  the  benefits  he  has  bcftowed  upon  us.  We 
have  in  particular  fome  parrots  that  preach  wonder- 
fully well. 

Such  is  the  country  of  my  dear  Amazan ;  there 
I  refide :  my  friendfhip  for  him  is  as  great  as 
the  love  with  which  he  has  infpired  you.  If  you 
•will  credit  ine,  we  will  fet  out  together,  and  you 
fhall  pay  him  a  vifit. 

Really,  my  dear  bird,  this  Is  a  very  pretty  pro- 
feffion  of  yours,  replied  the  princefs  fmiling,  andi 
who  flamed  with  defire  to  undertake  the  journey, 
but  did  not  dare  fay  lo.  1  ferve  my  friend,  faid  the 
bird  ;  and,  after  the  happinefs  of  loving  you,  the 
great  eft  is  to  be  an  affiftant  in  your  amours. 

Formofanta  was  quite  fafcinated  ;  fhe  fancied 
herfelf  tranfported  from  earth.  All  (he  had  feei^ 
that  day,  all  fhe  then  faw,  all  fhe  heard,  and  parti- 
cularly what  fhe  felt  in  her  heart,  fo  ravifhed  her,  as 
far  to  furpafs  what  thofe  fortunate  MufTulmen  now 
feel,  who,  difencumbered  from  their  terreftrjal  ties, 
find  themfelves  in  the  ninth  heaven  in  the  arms  of 
their  Houris,  furrounded  and  penetrated  with  glory 
and  celeflial  felicity. 

S  4. 

She  pafFed  the  ^yhole  night  in  fpeaking  of  Ama- 
zan. 3he  no  longer  called  him  any  thing  but  hei: 
ihcpherd  ;  and  from  this  time  it  was  that  the 
names  of  Shepherd  and  Lover  were  indifcriminate- 
ly  ufed  throughout  every  nation. 

Sometimes  file  afked  the  bird  whether  Amazan 
hacj  Ijad  any  other  miflreffes.     He  anfwered  No, 
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and  fhe  \tas  at  the  fummit  of  felicity.  Sometimer 
flie  allied  how  he  paifed  his  life  ;  and  fhe,  with' 
tranfporr,  learnt,  that  it  was  employed  in  doing 
good,  in  Gultivafing  arts,  in  penetrating  into  the 
fecrets  of  nature,  and  improving  himfelf.  She  at 
^imes  wanted  to  know  if  the  foul  of  her  lover  wasf; 
0f  the  iame  nature  as  that  of  her  bird  ;  how  it  hap* 
pened  that  he  had  lived  twenty  thoufand  years^ 
when  her  lover  was  not  above  eighteen  or  nineteen. 
She  put  a  hunilred  fuch  queflions,  to  which  the- 
bird  replied  with  fuch  difcretion  as  excited  her  cu- 
riofity.  At  length  ileep  clofed  their  eyes,  and  yield- 
ed up  Fofmofant^  to  the  fweet  delufion  of  dreams 
fent  by  the  gods,  which  fometimes  furpafs  reality 
itfelf,  and  which  all  the  philofophy  of  the  Chalde- 
ans can  fcarce  explain. 

Formofanta  did  not  wake  till  very  late.  The 
day  wys  far  advanced,  when  the  king  her  father 
entered  her  chamber.  The  bird  received  his  ma- 
jeily  with  refpeclful  poruenefs,  went  before  him, 
fluttered  his  wings,  ftretched  his  neck,  and  then 
replaced  himfelf  upon  his  orange  tree.  The  king 
feared  himfelf  upon  his  daughter's  bed,  whofe 
dreams  had  made  her  flill  more  beautiful.  His 
brge  beard  approached  her  lovely  face,  and  after 
having  twice  embraced  her,  he  fpoke  to  her  in  thefc 
words : 

My  dear  daughter,  you  could  not  yefterday  find 
a  huilrand  agreeable  to  my  wifhes ;  you  neverthelt  fs 
mull  marty  ;  the  profperity  of  my  empire  requires 
jt.  I  have  confulred  the  oracle,  which  you  know- 
never  errs,  and  which  directs  all  my  condud.  His 
commando  are,  that  you  ihouid  traverfe  the  globe: 
You  mult  therefore  begin  your  journey. — Ah  ! 
^oubtlefs,  to  the  Gangarids,  faid  the  princefs ;  and 
in  uttering  thefe  v/ords,  v/hich  efcaped  her,  (he  was- 

fenfibie 
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of  her  indlfcretion.  The  king,  who  was  utterly 
ignorant  of  geography,  afked  her  what  fhe  meant 
hv  the  Gangarids  ?  She  eafily  diverted  the  queftion. 
•  The  king  told  her  fhe  muft  go  upon  a  pilgrimage, 
that  he  had  appointed  the  perfons  who  were  to  at? 
•tend  her,  the  dean  of  the  counfellors  of  date,  the 
•liigh  almoner,  a  lady  of  honour,  a  phyfician,  an 
apothecary,  her  bird,  and  all  neceflary  domeftics. 

•Formofania,  who  had  never  been  out  of  her  fa- 
ther's palace,  and  who  till  the  arrival  of  the  three 
l?:ings  and  Amazan  had  \tA  a  very  infipid  life,  ac- 
cording to  the  etiquette  of  rank  and  the  parade  of 
pleafure,  was  charmed  at  fetrlng  Qur  upon  a  pilgri- 
mage Who  knows,  faid  ihe,  whifpering  to  her 
heart,  if  the  gods  may  not  infpire  Amazan  with  the 
like  dcfire  of  going  to  the  fame  chapel,  and  I  may 
iiave  the  happincfs  of  ggainfeeing^he  pilgrim.?  She 
affedionately  thanked  her  father,  faying,  (he  had 
always  entertained  a  fecret  devotion  for  .the  faint 
ilie  was  going  to  vifit. 

Belus  gave  a^  excellent  dinner  to  his  guefbs, 
who  wer€  all  men.  They  formed  a  very  ill  affort- 
-cd  company  ;  kingx«;,  princes,  minifters,  pontiffs,  atl 
jealous  of  each  other  ;^  all  weighing  their  words, 
and  equailly  embar raffed  with  their  neighbours  and 
themfelves.  The  repafl  was  very  gloomy,  though 
they  drank  pretty  freely.  J  he  princeffes  remained 
in  their  apartments^  ,each  meditating  upon  their 
refpe^tive  journey.  They  dined  at  their  little  co- 
'ver-  Formofanta  afterwards  walked  in  the  gardens 
-with  her  dear  bird,  who,  to  amufe  her,  ilew  from 
^ree  to  tree,  difplaying  his  fuperb  tail  and  divine 
plumage. 

The  king  of  Egypt,  who  was  heated  with  wine, 

not  to  fay  drunk,  afked  one  of  his  pages  for  a  bow 

jsmd  arrow.    This  prince  was,  in  truth,  the  mo^: 

?  .         .  un- 
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infkilful  archer  in  his  whole  kingdom.  When  he- 
aimed  at  a  mark,  the  place  of  the  p,reateit  fafety  was. 
generally  the  fpot  he  hit.  But  the  beautiful  bird^ 
^ying  as  fwiftly  as  the  arrow,  Teemed  to  court  it^ 
and  fell  bleeding  in  the  arms  of  Formofanta.  The 
Egyptian,  b«rfting  into  a  foolifli  lau-gh,  retired  to 
his  place.  The  priacefs  rent  the  fkies  with  het 
moans,  melted  into  tears,  tore  her  hair  and  beat 
her  breaft.  The  dymg  bird  faid  to  her  in  a  low 
voice,  Bdrn  me,  and  fail  not  to^  carry  my  afhes  to 
the  eaft  of  the  ancient  city  of  Aden  or  Eden,  and 
expofe  them  to  the  fun  upon  a  little  pile  of  cloves 
and  cinnamon^:  after  having  uttered  tbefe  words  he 
6xpiredo  Formofanta  was  for  a  long  titoe  in  ai 
fwoon,and  faw  the  light  again  only  to'burd:  infigh's 
and  groans.  Her  father  partaking  of  her  grief, 
and  imprecating  the  king  of  Egypt,  did  not  doubt 
but  thi's  accident  foretold  fome  fatal  event.  He 
went  haftily  to  confult  the  orax:le  of  his  chapeT. 
The  oracle  replied,/^  mistiire  of  ever j  thing ;  life 
and  deaths  fnfidelity  and  conftancy,  lofs  and  gain,  ca^ 
labilities  and  good  fortune.  Neither  he  nor  his  coun-»- 
oil  could  comprehend  any  meaning  in  this  reply; 
but,  at  length,  he  was-  fatis-fied  with  having  futlfilled 
the  duties  of  devotion-. 

His  daughter  was  bathed  in  tears,  whilft  he  con- 
fulted  the  oracle  ;  (he  paid  the  funeral  obfequies  to 
the  bird,  which  he  had  directed,  and  refolved  tc^ 
carry  its  remains  into  Arabia  at  the  rifk  of  her  life^ 
He  was  burnt  in  incombuftible  flax,  witii  the  o»- 
range-tree  on  which  he  ufed  to  perch.'  bhe  gather- 
ed up  the  afhes  in  a  little  golden  vafe,  i^X.  with  ru- 
bies, and  the  diamonds  taken  from  the  lion's  mouth. 
Oh  !  that  fhe  could,  inftead  of  fulfilling  this  melan- 
choly duty,  have  burnt  alive  the  deteftable  king  of 
Egypt !  This  was  her  fole  v^iih.   She,  ia  fpitc^  pu£ 

ta 
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io  death  the  two  crocodiJes,  his  two  fea  horfes,  his 
twozebars,  his  two  rats,  and  had  his  two  mummies 
thrown  into  the  Euphrates.  Had  fhe  been  poireiT- 
ed  of  his  bull  Apis,  fhe  would  not  have  fpared 
tim. 

The  king  of  Egypt,  enraged  at  this  affront,  fet 
out  immediately  to  forward  his  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  men.  The  king  of  India,  feeing  his  ally  de- 
part, fet  off  alfo  upon  his  return  the  fame  day,  with 
a  firm  intention  of  joining  his  three  hundred  thou- 
sand Indians  to  the  Egyptian  army.  I'he  kin;;  of 
Scythia  decamped  in  the  night  with  the  princef^ 
Aldea,  fully  refolved  to  fight  fof  her  at  the  hea4 
of  three  hundred  thoufand  Scythians,  and  to  re- 
ftorc  her  the  inheritance  of  Babylon,  which  wag 
her  right,  a^  fhe  was  defcended  from  the  elder 
branch. 

As  for  the  beautiful  Formofantaj  fhe  fet  out  at 
three  in  the  morning  \^Ith  her  caravan  of  pilgrims, 
flattering  herlelf  that  fhe  might  go  into  Arabia,  and 
execute  the  laft  will  of  her  bird  ;  and  that  the  jufticq 
pf  the  gods  would  reftore  her  the  dear  Amazan^ 
<vithout  whom  life  was  become  infupportable. 

When  the  king  of  Babylon  awoke,  he  found  all 
his  company  gone.  How  mighty  feflivals  termi- 
nate !  faid  he ;  and  what  a  furprifmg  vacuum  they 
leave  in  the  foul,  when  the  hurry  is  over !  But  he 
v/as  tranfportcd  with  a  rage  truly  royal,  when  he 
found  that  princefs  Aldea  was  carried  off.  He  or- 
fiered  all  his  miniflers  to  be  called  up,  and  the 
council  to  \)Q.  convened.  WhiHt  they  were  dreffmjL^, 
he  f2[iled  not  to  confult  the  oracle;  but  he  could 
never  get  from  it  any  other  than  thefe  words,  fo 
celebrated  fmce  throughout  the  univerfe :  Whtn 
girls  are  not  married  by  their  relations^  tkey  marry 
ibcnifihes. 

Orders 
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Orders  were  immediately  iflued  to  march  three 
hundred  thoufand  men  againfl  the  king  of  Scythia. 
Thus  was  the  torch  of  the  mofl:  dreadful  war  light- 
ed up,  which  was  produced  by  the  amufements  of 
the  fineft  feflival  ever  given  upon  earth.  Afia  was 
upon  the  point  of  being  over-run  by  four  armies  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  men  each.  It  is  plain, 
that  the  war  of  Troy,  which  aftonifhed  the  world 
fome  ages  after,  was  mere  childrens  play  in  com- 
parifon  to  this ;  but  it  fhould  alfo  be  confidered, 
that  in  the  Trojans  quarrel,  the  obje^c  was  nothing 
more  than  a  very  libidinous  old  woman,  who  had 
contrived  to  be  twice  run  av/ay  with  ;  vt'hereSiS,  in 
this  cafe,  the  caufe  was  tripartite — two  girls  and  a 
bird. 

The  king  of  India  went  to  meet  his  army  upoa 
the  large  fine  road  which  then  led  ftraight  to  Ba- 
bylon, at  Cachemir.  The  king  of  Scythia  flew 
with  Aldea  by  the  fine  road  which  led  to  mount 
Immaus.  All  thefe  fine  roads  have  difappeared  in 
a  feries  of  time^  by  reafon  of  bad  government; 
1  he  king  of  Egypt  had  marched  to  the  weft,  along 
the  coaft  of  the  little  Mediterranean  fea,  which 
the  ignorant  Hebrews  have  fince  called  the  Great 
Sea. 

As  to  the  charming  Formofanta,  fhe  purfued  the' 
road  of  Baffora,  planted  with  lofty  palm  trees, 
which  furnifhed  a  perpetual  fliade,  and  fruits  at  all 
feafons.  The  temple,  in  which  fhe  was  to  perforiii 
her  pilgrimage,  was  in  Baffora  itfelf.  The  faint,  to 
whom  this  temple  had  been  dedicated,  was  pretty 
nearly  in  the  flyle  of  him  who  was  afterwards  ado- 
red at  Lampfacus.  He  not  only  procured  young 
women  huibands,  but  he  often  fupplied  the  huf- 
band's  place.  He  was  the  holieil  faint  in  all 
Afia. 

Vol.  I.  f        H  h  Formo- 
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Formofanta  had  no  fort  of  inclinatibn  foi  the 
faint  of  Baffora  ;  flie  only  Invoked  her  dear  Gan- 
garidian  fhephcrd,  her  charming  Amazan.  She 
propofed  embarking  at  Baflbra,  and  landing  in 
Arabia  Felix,  to  perform  what  her  deceafed  bird  had 
Commanded. 

At  the  third  flage,  fcarce  had  fhe  entered  into  a 
fcne  inn,  where  her  harbing^n  had  made  all  the 
hecefiary  preparations  for  her,  when  Ihe  learnt  that 
the  king  of  Egypt  was  arrived  there  alfo.  Inform- 
ed by  his  emlifaries  of  the  princefs's  route,  he  im- 
itiediately  altered  his  courfe,  followed  by  a  nume- 
rous efcort.  Having  alighted,  he  placed  centinels  at 
all  the  doors ;  then  repaired  fo  the  beautiful  Formo- 
fanta's  apartment,  when  he  addrelfed  her  by  fay- 
ing, Mlfs,  you  are  the  lady  I  was  in  queft  of;  you 
paid  me  very  little  attention  when  I  was  at  Baby- 
lon ;  it  is  jufl  to  punlOi  feornful  capricious  women : 
you  will,  if  you  pleafe,  be  kind  enough  to  fup  with 
me  to- night ;  you  will  have  no  other  bed  than 
mine,  and  I  fliall  behave  to  you  according  as  I  am 
fatisfied  with  you. 

Formofanta  faw  very  well  that  ihe  was  not  the 
flrongeft  ;  file  judged  that  good  fenfe  confilted  in 
knowing  how  to  conform  to  one's  fuuation  ;  ihe 
refolved  to  get  rid  of  the  king  of  Egypt  by  an  inno- 
cent flratagem :  fhc  looked  to  him  through  the 
Corners  of  her  eyes,  which  after-ages  has  called 
ogling  ;  and  thus  fhe  fpoke  to  him,  with  a  modefl)% 
grace,  and  fweetnefs,  a  confufion,  and  a  thoufand 
other  charms,  which  would  have  made  the  wif- 
efi:  man  a  fool,  and  deceived  the  mod  difceming  : 

I  acknowledge,  Sir,  I  always  appeared  with  a 
dowacafl  look  when  you  did  the  king  my  father 
fhe  honour  of  vifuing  him.  I  had  fome  apprehen- 
fions  for  my  heart,  i  dreaded  my  too  great  fimpK- 

cltv  ; 
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city ;  I  trembled  left  my  father  and  your  rivals 
ihould  obferve  the  preference  I  gave  you,  and  which 
you  fo  highly  deferved.  I  can  now  declare  my 
fentiments.  I  fwear  by  the  bull  Apis,  wiiich  after 
you  is  the  thing  I  refpeft  the  moft  in  the  world, 
that  your  propofals  have  enchanted  me.  I  have 
already  fupped  with  you  at  my  father's,  and  I  will 
fup  again  here  with  you,  without  his  being  of  the 
party;  all  that  I  requeft  of  you  is,  that  your  high 
almoner  fliould  drink  with  us :  he  appeared  to  m.e 
at  Babylon  to  be  an  excellent  gueft  ;  I  have  feme 
Chiras  wine  remarkably  good,  I  will  make  you 
both  tafte  it.  As  to  your  fecond  propofition,  it  is 
very  engaging  j  but  a  girl  well  brought  up  fliould 
not  dwell  upon  it;  fatisfy  yourfelf  with  being  in- 
formed, that  I  confider  you  as  the  greateft  of  kings, 
and  the  moil  ataiable  of  men. 

This  difcourfe  turned  the  king  of  Egypt's  head; 
he  agreed  to  have  the  almoner's  company.  I  have 
another  favour  to  afk  you,  faid  the  princefs,  which 
is  to  alloy/  me  to  fpeak  to  my  apothecary  :  women 
have  always  fome  little  ails  that  require  attention, 
fuch  as  vapours  in  the  head,  palpitations  of  the 
he^rt,  colics,  and  the  like,  which  at  particular  times 
require  fome  alTiilance;  in  a  word,  I  at  prefent 
fland  in  need  of  my  apothecary,  and  I  hope  you 
will  not  refufe  me  this  flight  teftimony  of  love. 

Mifs,  replied  the  king  of  Egypt,  though  the  de- 
figns  of  an  apothecary  are  diredly  oppofite  to  mine, 
and  the  objeds  of  his  art  are  dir  :£tly  contrary  4q 
thofe  of  mine,  I  know  life  too  well  to  refufe  you  fo 
juft  a  demand;  I  will  order  him  to  attend  you 
whilflfupper  is  preparing.  I  imagine  you  muftbe 
fomcwhat  fatigued  by  the  journey  ;  you  will  alfo 
have  occafion  lor  a  chamber-maid,  you  may  order 
l}-er  you  like  bed  to  attend  you ;  I  will  afterwards 
H  h  2  wait 
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wait  your  commands  and  ccnvcnkncy.  He  retire 
ed,and  the  apothecary,  and  chamber-maid,  named 
Irla,  entered.  The  princefs  had  an  ent-re  con- 
fidence in  her  ;  fhe  ordered  her  to  bring  fix  bottles 
of  Chiras  wine  for  fupper,  and  to  make  all  the  cen- 
tinels,  who  had  her  officers  under  arrefl,  drink  the 
fame  ;  then  fhe  recommended  her  apothecary  fo 
infufe  In  all  the  bottles  certain  pharmaceutic  drugs, 
•which  made  thofe  who  took  them  fleep  twenty- four 
hours,  and  with  which  he  was  always  provided : 
She  v/as  pun6l:ually  obeyed.  1  he  king  returned 
with  his  high  almoner  in  about  half  an  hour's  time; 
the  conversation  at  fupper  was  very  gay ;  the  king 
and  the  priefl  emptied  the  fix  bottles,  and  acknow- 
leged  there  was  no  fuch  good  wine  in  -Egypt :  the 
chamber-maid  was  attentive  to  make  the  fervants 
in-waltmg  drink.  As  for  the  princefs,  fhe  took 
great  care  not  to  drink  any  herfelf,  faying,  that  fhe 
was  ordered  by  her  phyfician  a  particular  regimen, 
They  were  all  prefently  alleep. 

The  king  of  Egypt's  almoner  had  one  of  the  fin- 
pdi  beards  that  a  man  of  his  rank  could  wear.  For- 
mofanta  lopt  it  off  very  Ikilfully  ;  then  fewing  it  to 
a  ribbon,  fhe  put  it  on  her  own  chin.  She  then 
dreffed  herfelf  in  the  priefl's  robes,  and  decked  her- 
felf in  all  the  marks  of  his  dignity,  and  her  waiting- 
maid  clad  herfelf  like  the  lacrlftan  of  the  goddefs 
Ifis ;  at  length,  having  furnifhed  herfelf  with  his 
urn  and  jewels,  fhe  fet  out  from  the  inn  amidfl  the 
centinels,  who  were  afleep  like  their  mafler.  Her 
'attendant  had  taken  care  to  have  two  horfes  ready 
at  the  door.  The  princefs  could  not  take  with  her 
any  of  the  officers  of  her  train  ;  they  would  have 
t>een  flopt  by  the  great  guards. 

Formofanta  and  Irla  paffed  through  feveral  ranks 
pf  foldiers,  who,  taking  the  princefs  for  the  high- 
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prkil,  called  her.  My  mod  Reverend  Father  in 
God,  and  aiked  his  bleffing.  The  two  fugitives 
arrived  in  twenty-foar  hours  at  BalTora,  before  the 
kinor  awcke.  Thev  then  threw  off  their  difeuife, 
which  might  have  created  feme  fufpicion.  They 
fitted  out  with  all  poiTible  expedition  a  fhip,  which 
carried  them  by  the  Streights  of  Ormus,  to  the  beau- 
tiful banks  of  Eden  in  Arabia  Felix.  This  was 
that  Eden,  whole  gardens  were  fo  famous,  that 
they  have  fmce  been  the  refidence  of  the  julfefl  of 
mankind;  they  were  the  model  of  the  Elyfian 
fields,  the  gardens  of  the  Hefperides,  and  thole  of 
the  Fortunate  Ifiands ;  for  in  thofe  warm  climates 
men  imagined  there  could  be  no  greater  felicity 
than  {hades  and  murmuring  brooks.  To  live  eter- 
nally in  heaven  with  the  Supreme; Being,  or  to  walk 
in  the  garden  of  paradife,  was  the  fame  thing  to 
thofe  who  inceflantly  fpoke  without  underftanding 
one  another,  and  who  could  fcarce  have  any  diftin<5l 
ideas  or  juft  expreilions. 

As  foon  as  the  princefs  found  herfelf  in  this  land, 
her  firft  care  was  to  pay  her  dear  bird  the  funeral 
obfequies  he  had  required  of  her.  Her  beautiful 
hands  prepared  a  fmall  pile  of  cloves  and  cinna- 
mon. What  was  her  furprize,  when,  having  fpread 
the  afhes  of  the  bird  upon  this  pile,  fhe  faw  it  blaze 
ofitfelf!  They  were  all  prefently  confumed.  In 
the  place  of  the  afhes  there  appeared  nothing  but  a 
large  egg,  from  whence  {i\Q  faw  her  bird  ilTue  more 
brilliant  than  ever.  This  was  one  of  the  moll 
happy  moments  the  princefs  had  ever  experienced 
in  her  whole  life ;  there  was  but  another  that  could 
ever  be  dearer  to  her ;  it  was  the  obje£t  of  her 
wifhes,  but  almofl  beyond  her  hopes. 

I  plainly  fee,  faid  (he  to  the  bird,  you  are  the 
phcenix  which  I  have   heard  fo  much  fpoken  of. 

I  am 


}  am  almofl:  ready  to  expire  with  joy  and  aflonifu- 
inent.  I  did  not  believe  in  your  refurredlion  ;  but 
it  is  my  good  fortune  to  be  convinced  of  it.  Refur- 
redion,  Madapi,  faid  the  phoenix  to  her,  is  one  of 
4 he  moil  fimple  things  in  the  world.  There  is  no- 
tliing  more  aflonifliing  in  being  born  twice  than 
once.  Every  thing  in  this  world  is  the  efFed  of 
refurredlion  j  jcatfrr  pi  liars  are  regenerated  inco  but- 
terflies ;  a  ker^iel  put  into  the  earth  is  regenerate4 
into  a  tree.  All  animals  buried  in  the  earth  re- 
generate ii^to  yegetations,  herbs,  and  plants,  and 
nourifh  other  animals,  of  which  they  fpeedily  com- 
pofe  part  of  tfae  fob^lance  ;  all  particles  which  com- 
pofed  JDodies  are  transformed  into  different  beings. 
It  is  truej  that  I  am  the  only  one  to  whom  Orof- 
inade  J)a,s  gi"<^ted  the  favour  pf  regenerating  in  my 
pwn  form. 

Forrnofarita,  who  from  the  monient  flie  (irft  fay 
Amazan  and  the  phcenix,  had  pafTed  all  her  timp 
in  a  round  of  aftonifhment,  fajd  to  him,  I  can  rafi- 
ly  conceive  that  the  Supreme  IJeing  ipay  form  out 
■ofyourafbe3  ^  phcenix  nearly  refembling  yourfelf; 
but  that  yoy  fljould  be  precifely  the  fame  perfon, 
that  you  ihoujd  have  the  fame  foul,  is  a  thing,  I 
acknowledge,  }  cannot  very  clearly  comprehepcj, 
'What  became  of  your  foul  when  I  carried  you  i;i 
my  pocket  after  your  death  ? 

Good  heaye.ns,  Madam  !  is  It  not  as  eafy  for  the 
great  Orofmad^  to  continue  a/3;ion  upon  a  fingle 
jSitom  of  my  being,  as  to  begin  afrelh  this  a^ftion  ? 
'He  had  before  granted  me  lenfation,  memory,  and 
/thought ;  he  grants  them  to  me  again  ;  whether 
•he  united  tlvs  favour  to  ari  atom  of  elementary 
fire  latent  wit^Uin  jne,  or  the  affemblage  of  my  qr- 
'^;ans,  is,  in  reality,  of  no  confequence ;  men,  as 
. V'cli  ^-S  j^hiOeQiscs,  arj2  equally  ignorant  how  things 
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come  to  pafs  ;  but  the  greateft  favotir  the  Supreme 
Being  has  beftowed  upon  me,  is  to  regenerate  me 
for  you.  Oh!  that  I  may  pafs  the  twenty-eight 
thoufand  years  which  I  have  ftill  to  live  befote  my 
next  refurredion,  with  you  and  my  dear  Ama- 


zan 


My  dear  phoenix,  remember  what  you  firft  told 
me  at  Babylon,  which  I  (hall  never  forget,  aud 
which  flattered  me  with  the  hope  of  again  feeing 
my  dear  fhepherd,  whom  I  idolize ;  we  mud  abfo- 
lutely  pay  the  Gangarids  a  vifit  together,  and  I  mull 
carry  him  back  with  me  to  Babylon.  This  is  pre- 
cifely  my  defign,  faid  the  phoenix ;  there  is  not  a 
moment  to  lofe.  We  muft  go  in  fearch  of  Amaz- 
an  by  the  ftiortefl  road,  that  is,  thro'  the  air.  There 
are  in  Arabia  Felix  two  griffins,  who  are  my  par- 
ticular friends,  who  live  only  a  hiiridred  and  fifty 
thoufand  leagues  from  hence  ;  1  am  going  to  write 
to  them  by  the  pigeons  pod,  and  they  will  be  here 
before  night.  We  fliall  have  time  to  work  you  a 
little  convenient  canopy  with  drawers,  in  which 
you  may  place  your  provifions.  You  will  be  quite 
at  your  eafe  in  this  vehicle,  with  your  maid.  1  hefe 
two  griffins  are  the  moft  vigorous  of  their  kind; 
each  of  them  will  fupport  one  of  the  poles  of  the 
canopy  between  their  claws.  But,  once  for  all, 
time  is  very  precious.  He  immediately  went  with 
Formofanta  to  order  the  canopy  at  an  upholfterer's 
of  his  acquaintance.  It  was  made  complete  in 
four  hours.  In  the  drawers  were  placed  fmall  fine 
loaves,  bifcuits  fuperior  to  thofe  of  Babylon,  large 
lemons,  pine-apples,  cocoa  and  pircacliio  nuts,  Eden 
wine,  which  is  as  fuperior  to  that  of  Chiras,a3  Chir- 
as  is  to  that  of  Surinam. 

'J  he  canopy  was  as  light  as  it  was  commodious 
and  folid.     The  two  griffins  arrived  at  Eden  by  the 
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appointed  time.  Formofanta  and  Irla  placed  thein- 
felves  in  the  vehicle.  The  two  griffins  carried  it 
oiF  like  a  feather.  The  phoenix  fometirnes  flew 
after  it,  and  fometirnes  perched  upon  its  back.  The 
two  griffins  winged  their  way  towards  the  Ganges 
with  the  velocity  of  an  arrow  which  rends  the  air. 
They  never  ftopt  but  a  moment  at  night,  for  the 
travellers  to  make  fome  refrefhment,  and  the  car- 
riers to  take  a  draught  of  water. 

They  at  length  reached  the  country  of  the  Gan- 
garids.  Th^pincefs's  heart  palpitated  with  hope, 
Jove,  and  joy.  The  phoenix  ftopt  the  vehicle  be- 
fore the  Amazan's  houfe  ;  he  deiired  to  fpeak  with 
him ;  but  he  had  been  abfent  from  home  three 
hours,  without  any  one  knowing  whether  he  was 
gone. 

There  are  no  words,  even  in  the  Gangaridian 
language,  that  could  exprefs  Formofania's  extreme 
defpair.  Alas !  this  is  what  I  dreaded,  faid  the 
phoenix :  the  three  hours  which  you  pafled  at  the 
inn  upon  the  road  to  JBalTora  with  that  wretched 
king  of  Egypt,  have  perhaps  been  at  the  price  of 
the  happinels  of  your  whole  life ;  I  very  much  fear 
•we  have  loft  Amazan,  without  the  poflibility  of  re- 
covering him. 

He  then  alked  the  fervants,  if  they  could  falute 
the  lady  his  m.other  ?  She  anlwered.  Her  hufband 
had  died  only  two  days  before,  and  fhe  could  fpeak 
to  no  one.  The  phoenix,  who  was  not  without 
influence  in  the  houfe,  introduced  the  princefs  of 
Babylon  into  a  faloon,  the  walls  of  which  were  co- 
vered with  orange-tree-wood  inlaid  with  ivory. 
The  inferior  fhepherds  andfliepherdelTes,  who  were 
drefled  in  long  white  garments  with  gold-coloured 
trimmings,  ferved  her  up,  in  a  hundred  plain  porce- 
lain balkets,  a  hundred  various  delicious   rtieat«, 

amon^^ft 


r^monglt  which  no.4ifguifed  c^rcafe  -w^re  to  ht 
■/een;  they  conLfifted  of^rice,  fago,  vermicelli,  macac 
-rpni,  omelet$,  uiiik-eggs,  cream,  cheefe,  padry  of 
€very  kiad,  vegetables,  friiit  peculiarly  odoriferous 
und  grateful  to  tjke  talle,  ^of  which  no  idea  can  be 
ibrtjied  in  other  climates ;  anid  they  >vere  accompa.- 
nied  v^ith  a  profufiqa  ofTrfrefeing  liqiicw-s  ijuperior 
tlo  the  fijieft  wine, 

WJ^iift  the  princeiFs  regaled  ^erfelf,  fejited  upon 
a  bed  fif  TOfes,,  four  peac^ks,  who  were  fuckilv 
mute,  fanned  l)er  with  tfeeir  briiliant  wiags;  tw» 
hundred  birds,  one  Jiundred  fl^epherds  and  fhep- 
jiei^deiTes,  wa^ bbd  a conc-ert  intwo  di/ienent  choirst^ 
ihe  mahuLigaL§s,:thiftle^iQchef.,  linnets,  chaffinches, 
fui^g  the  higher  notes  with  th,e  ihepfcerdeffes,  ai:^ 
-tj^e  llisphcrd^  fung  th€  tenar  and  the  bafs.  The 
4princefi  acknowledged,  that  if  there  was  qaoTfiuiag- 
j^ficence  3^t  Babybn,  nature  was  infiiUtdy  tm>i& 
agreeable  among  the  Ggngarids  ;  but  whilft  this 
confolator^y  and  voliipt.uou,s  mufic  was  playingj 
tears  flowed  from  her  eyes,  whii^l  ihe  faid  to  the 
damfel  Irla,  ^|.'hefe  ifcepherds  Jind  fhepherdefles, 
^.thefe  mghtipigale^,thefe  linnets,  are  making  love ; 
_and  for  my  part,^j[  am  deprived  of  the  Gangaridiati 
hero,  the  worthy  objecl  efmy  m©(t  iencjer  fmd  ua- 
patient  defire?- 

Whilft  (he  wfts  taking  tliis  cdllatioji,  and  teai^ 
and  admiratioa  kept  pace  with  each  other,  the 
phoenix  addre0ed  himfelf  to  Amazari^s  mother, 
faying :  Madaji^,  yom  cannot  avoid  feeing  the  pria- 
cefs  of  Babylon ;  you  know-^I  know  every  things 
/aid  ihe,  even  her  adventure  at  the  inn  upon  i he 
-roajd  to  Baflbra ;  a  black-bird  related  the  whole  to 
?me  this  morning ;  and  this  cruel  black-bird  is  th^ 
caufe  of  my  fon's  going  mad.  and  leaving  his  pa- 
eternal  abode.— Vou  f^o  not  know,  then,  that  thi; 
¥ptL.  L  I.i         t  pritvo^r^ 
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princefs  regenerated  me  ?--N©,  my  dear  child,  th^ 
black  bird  told  me  that  you  were  dead,  and  this 
made   me  inconfolable.     I  was  fo  afflided   at  this 
lofs,  the  death  of  my  hiifband,  and  the  precipitate 
ilight  of  my  fon,  that  I  ordered  my  door  to  he  fhut 
to  every  one.     But  fmce  the  princefs  of  BabyK:>n 
has  done  me  the  honour  of  paying  me  a  vifit^  1  beg 
fne  may  be  immediately  introduced ;  1  have  mat- 
ters of  the  lafl  importance  to  acquaint  her  with, 
and  I  chufe  you  fhould  be  prefent.    She  then  went 
'to  meet  the  princefs  in  another  faloon.    She  could 
not  walk  very  '  well ';  this  lady  was  about  three 
hundred  years  old  ;  but  (he  had  dill  fome  agreeable 
yeftiges  of  beauty ;    it  might  be  difcovered,  that 
about  her  two  hundred  and  thirtieth,  or  two  hun- 
dred and  fortieth  year,  fhe  muft  have  been  a  mofl 
charming  woman.     She  received  Formofanta  witl^ 
a  refpedful   noblenefs,   blended  with  an  air  of  in- 
tereft  and  chagrin,  which   made  a  very  hvely  im- 
.preffion  upon  the  princefs. 

Formofanta  immediately  paid  her  the  compli- 
ments  of  condolence  upon  her  hufband's  death. 
Alas !  faid  the  widow,  you  have  more  reafon  to 
lament  his  death  than  you  imagine.  I  am,  doubt- 
•lefs,  greatly  atflided,  faid  Formofanta,  he  was  fa- 
ther to-.. here  a  flood  of  tears  prevented  her 

irom  going  on.  For  his  fake  only  I  undertook 
this  journey,  amidit  many  perils,  and  narrowly  ef- 
caped  many  dangers.  For  him  1  left  my  father, 
•and  the  moil:  fplendid  court  in  the  univerfe.  I  was 
detained  by  a  king  of  Egypt,  whom  I  detef!:.  Hav- 
ing efca])ed  from  this  raviiher,  I  have  traverfed  the 
air,  in  fearch  of  the  only  man  I  love.  "When  1  ar- 
rive, he  flies  from  me !-— Here  fighs  and  tears  fiopt 
•}ier  farther  harangue. 

His  mother  then  faid  to  her.  Madam,  when  the 
^  .  :   • .  ;         .  kin^ 


T'ne  Princefs  of  Baby  toft,  2*5 1 . 

kin^  of  Egypt  carried  you  off  when  you  fupped  with 
him  at  an  inn  upon  the  road  to  BalTora,  when  youf 
beautiful  hands  tilled  hini  bumpers  of  Chira:^  wine, 
did  you  obferve  a  black-bird  that  flew  about  thd 
room?  Yes,  reallvj  faid  the  princefs,  I  do  now 
recollect  there  was  fuch  a  bird,  though  I  did  not; 
then  pay  it  any  kind  of  attention  ;  but  in  colleding 
my  idea's,  I  now  feniember  well,  that  at  the  inftant 
when  the  king  of  Egypt  got  up  frotii  table  to  give 
me  a  kifs,  the  black*bird  fiew  out  at  the  window 
in  giving  a  loud  cry,  and  never  appeared  after. 

Alas !  Madam,  refunied  Amazan's  mother,  this 
is  preciiely  the  caufe  of  all  ouf  misfortunes :  my 
fon  had  difpatched  this  black- bird  to  gain  intelli- 
gence of  your  health,  and  all  that  pall  at  Babylon i 
He  propofed  fpeedily  to  return,:  throw  himfelf  at 
your  feet,  and  confecrate  to  you  the^  remainder  of 
his  life.  You  know  not  to  what  a -pitch  he  adoresf 
you.  All  the  Gangarids  are  both  amorous  and 
faithful ;  but  my  fon  is  the  mod  paiBonate  and  con- 
ftantofthem  all.  The  bkck-bird  found  yoii  at 
an  inn,  dfinkihg  very  chearfuUy  with  the  king  of 
Egypt  and  a  vile  pried  5  he  afterwards  faw  you  give 
this  monarch,  who  had  killed  the  phoenix,  a  fond 
embralce  ;-'"the  man  my  fon  holds  in  utter  detefla- 
tioa.  The  black-bird,  at  the  fight  of  this,  was 
feized  with  a  juft  indignation ;  he  flew  away  im- 
precating your  fatal  amours :  he  returned  this  day, 
and  has  related  every  thing  y  but,  juft  Heaven j  at 
what  a  jundure !  at  the  very  time  that  my  fon  was 
deploring  with  me  the  lofs  of  his  father,  and  that  ot 
the  phcenix,  the  very  inilant  I  had  informed  him 
he  was  your  coufin-german  1 . 

Oh  hevi-'eas  !  my  coufm^  Madam,  is  it  p  ^{frble  ? 

how  eaa  this  be  ?  And  anti,J&a;happy  as  to  be  thus 

:1  i  a..,,  ,  allied! 
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allied!  and  yet fo  miferablc  a* to  hare  b&nded? 
him  I 

My  fon  IS,  I  tell  you,  faid  his  mother)  your  coii« 
fill,  and  I  fliall  prefently  convince  you  of  it ;  but  in- 
becoming  my  relation,  you  rob  me  of  my  foA  ;  he- 
c^fltiot  furvive  the  grief  which  the  embr^c^  yottt 
gat^  to  th6  kiflg.&f  Egypt  Ras occafioned  him. 

Ah!  my  deaf  atint^f  cried  the  beautiful  Forme- 
fttftta,  I  fweaV  by  him  and  the  all-powerfyl  Orol^ 
iliades'j  that  this  embrace,  fo  far  from  being  crimi-* 
nal,  wa«  the  ftroftgeft  proof  of  ibve  your  fon  couldi 
i*eceive  from  me.  I  difobeyed  my  father  fer  his 
f^ke.-  For  him  l"Crent  from  the  Suphrares  to  the" 
Gaft^es;-  Faifeft  into  th*  hmih  of  rho:  worihlefst 
Pharaoh'  of  Egypt,  f  cmild  not  efcape.'hi8  clutches^ 
ftut  by  artifice.  I  Gallthtir  ai^'es  and  fftul  ofthel 
^hd^nix,  which  wers  thert  in  m)r'pocket.  to  wirnefs;. 
Me  can  do  mejuftlce^  But  how  can  your  fon,  bor» 
Hpion  the  batiks  ofthe  Ganges,  bfe  my  confn>  h^^ 
Tvhofe  family  bav6  reig'fied  upon  th6!i  battks-of  (h# 
Euphrates  for  fo  many  centuries  ?• 

You  know,  fard  the  venerable  Gangatifiiati  hdf 
foher,  thdtjyottt  ^rarid-ancle;  Al(  en,  tvas  king  of 
fiabylfen,  d1«i=  that  he  uas  dethroned  by  Belus'i 
father?- -Yeff,*  Madam.-^You  kno\^  rfcat  this  AU 
dea  ha^'  i^'  rflarria^^  a-  daughter'  nfam^id-  Al^ti^ 
brought  vtp  in  yftut-emi>r/'  ft  wa«  thii^prih^e,  wftof, 
being  perfeGoted  by  youf  fetherrtook  reftipc;^in  oui? 
hapjiy  country  under  another'  name  :•  he  m^^^fhd^ 
pftrhj  hm\  i  bore  yomvg  prince  Aldea  Ama^ratt;,. 
the  moft  beautiful  y  the  moll  eouragebu^^  thtf 
ftron*efl^5  ajHi  m^fl  Virtuous  of  mortals  ;-~artd  at- 
this  hour  the  madded. '  He  tvent  to  the  ©6by?6i?f^ 
kn  fefli^at  upon  the  credit  of  your  beauty  ;  fince 
that  time  he^  ictoh?.^sf  you,  ahd^ pe?  bapSj  I  #^a>l^  h^* 
vi?«g(iin  fet  eyes  upon  4ityHlear  Ion. 

She 
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She  then  difplayed  to  the  prlncefs  all  the  titles 
of  the  houfe  of  the  Aldeas.  Formofantti  fearce 
deigned  to  look  at  them.  Ah  !  Madam,  do  we 
examine  What  is  theobjedt  of  out  defife?  My  heart 
ftifficiently  believes  you^  But  where  is  Aldea  Ama- 
ian?  where  is  my  kinfman,  m^  lover,  my  king  ?' 
where  is  my  life  ?  what  road  has  he  taken  ?  I  wilR 
fi&ek  for  him  in  every  fphere  the  Eternal  Being  ha$- 
framed,  and  of  which  he  is  the  greateft  ornamenf. 
1  will  go  into  the  liar  Canope,  ifitci  Sheath,  Ifito 
Aldebaran  ;.  I  will  go  afed  6dfivine6  him.  of  my  \m6 
and  my  innocence. 

The  pho£ni:t  juftified  thef  prfecefs  Wifh  f^ard  tg^ 
t!ie  crime  that  was  irtiputed  to  her  by  the  black- 
bird, >  fondly  embracing  the  king  of  i"  gypt ;  but  it 
was  necelTary  to  undeceive  Amazan  and  tecal  him. 
Birds-  are  difpaiched  oti  every  fni^,  tiiiico'tris'  fet 
forward  on  every  road  :  news  at  length  arrives  tha£ 
Amazan  took  that  fOTvard^  Ghirva.  Vfefl,  then^- 
laid  the  princefsy  \tt  us  fdt  out  for  China;  thd 
journey  is  not  long,  and  I  hope  I  fhiill  briiig  yotl 
feack  your  fon  in.  a  fortnight  at  farthefl.  At  thefe 
Words  the  teai^  of  affection  dreamed  from  his  moi 
^ef*s  eyes'  and  thofo  of  the  pfiilcJdfs  ;— th^y  RTof£ 
tenderly  embraced  m  the  great  eiTufioH  of  their 
hearts.  - 

The  phcenix  immtdiately  ordered  si  i^o^ch  witH 
fix  unicorns.  Ama^4n'"s  riiothet  fiirniihed  twd- 
thoufand  horfemeny  and  made  the  princefs  het^ 
mece  a  prefent  of  lome  thouiand*  of  ffre  finefl  dra^ 
monds  of  her  country.  The  phoenix,  afflr^led  at 
the  evil  occafioned  by  the  black-bird*s  itldrfcreiion, 
ordered  all  the  black-birds  to  quit  the  ebuntry ;  ani 
fforn  that  time  none  hate  been  met  with  upon  th^: 
banks  of  the  Ganges. 

•  S  s- 
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The  unicorns,  iti  lefs  thvm  eight  days,  carried 
Forinofanra*  Irla,  and  the  phcrriix,  to  Cambalu,  the. 
capital  of  China.  This  city  was  larger  than  that  of 
Babylon,  and  its  magnificence  very  difrerent,  Uhere?. 
frelh  objefts,  thefe  new  manners,  would  have  amu- 
fed  Formofanta  could  any  thing  but  Ama^an  have 
engaged  her* 

As  foon  as  the  emperor  of  China  learnt  that  the 
princefs  of  Babylon  was  at  one  of  the  city  gates, 
he  difpatched  to  hei  four  thoufand  Mandarines  in. 
ceremonial  Tobes  :  th'ey  all  proifcrated  themfelves  be- 
fore her,  and  preiented  her  with  a  compliment 
written  in  golden  letters  upon  a  flieet  of  purple  fiik.. 
Tormofanta  told  them,  that  if  Ihe  were  polfeifed^of 
four  thouland  tongues,  (he  would  not  omit  replying 
immediately  to  every  Mandarin;  but  that  having 
only  one,  fhe  hoped  they  would  be  fatisfied  with 
ner  general  thanks.  The.y.  conduced  her,  in  a- 
yefpedtful  manner,  to  the  emperor. 

He  was  the  moil  jull,  the  politefl,  and  wiftfl 
monarch  upon  earth.  It  wa^i  he  who  firit  tilled  ^ 
fmall  field  ^i'ith  his  own  imperial  h>ia>ds,  to  m.afcq 
agriculture  refpectable  to  his  people.  He  firft 
allotted  premiums  to  vii  tue  :  laws  in  all  other  coun- 
tries were  fhamefuliy  confined  to  the  punifliment  of 
crimes.  This  emperor  had  juft  banifhtid  from  his 
dominions  a  gang  of  foreign  Bonzes,  who  had  corao 
from  the  extremities  of  the  Weff,  with  the  hantio 
JTope  of  compelling .  all  China  to  \^nk  like  theia-r 
ielves  ;  and  who,  under  pret>enceof  te^^ching  truthsj- 
had  already  acquired  honours  und.rifihes..  Inex^ 
|)ciling  them,  he  deliA^cred.himfelf  in  thefe  words;  . 
which  are  recorded  in  tjie  annals  oi  the  empire; 
^  *t  You  may  here  do  as  mucb^harin  as  you  have 
'^  ^  elte- 
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elfewbere  ;  you  are  come  to  preach  dogmas  of  inr 
tolerance,  in  the  moil  tolerating  nation  upon  earih, 
I  fend  you  back,  that  I  may  nevpr  be  compelled  to 
punifh  you.  You  will  be  honourably  conduced 
to  my  frontiers ;  you  will  be  furnifhed  with  every 
thing  necefiarv  to  return  to  the  confines  of  the 
hemifphere  from  whence  you  came.  Depart  in 
peace,  if  you  can  be  at  peace,  and  never  return." 
'>  The  princefs  of  Babylon  learnt  with  pleafure  this 
Speech  and  determination  ;  flie  was  the  more  cer- 
tain of  being  weU  received  at  court,  as  flie  was 
:very  far  from  entertaining  any  dogmas  of  intole- 
^rance.  The  emperor  of  China,  in  dining  with  her 
tete-a  tete^  had  the  politenefs  to  baniili  ail  difagree- 
able  etiquettes  :  ilie  prefented  the  phoenix  to  him, 
who  was  greatly  carcifed  by  the  emperor,  and  who 
perched  upon  his  chair.  Formofanta,  towards  the 
•end  of  the  repait,  ingenuoufly  acquainted  him  \Vith 
the  caufe  of  her  journey,  and  inireated  him  to 
fearch  for  the  beautiful  Aihazan  in  the  city  of  Cam- 
balu  ;  and  in  the  mean  while  flie  acquainted  the 
emperor  with  her  adventures,  without  concealing 
the  fatal  paflion  with  which  her  heart  burnt  for 
this  youthful  hero.  Who  do  you  mention  him  to? 
f:ud  the  emperor  of  China  ;  he  did  me  the  pieafure 
■of  coming  to  my  coutt ;  I  was  enchanted  with  this 
amiable  Amazan.  It  is  true,  that  he  is  deeply 
afHitted  ;  but  his  graces  are  thereby  the  more  af- 
fecting. No  one  of  my  favourires  has  more  wit 
•than  him,  there  is. not  a  gown  Mandarin  who  has 
more  knowledge, not  amilita;  y  one  who  has  a  more 
martial  or  heroic  air.  His  extreme  yoiuh  adds  an 
additional  value  to  all  his  talents.  If  I  were  fo 
'unfortunatife,  fo  abandoned  by  the  Tien  and  Change 
ti,  as  to  defire  beino;  a  conqueror,  I,  would  detlre 
'^Lmaisan  to  put  himfeli  at  the  head  of  my  armies, 

and 


aiid  I  fhould  be  fure  of  conquering  the  whole  ijtjir 
^erfe.  It  is  a  gneat  pity  that  his  nfielancholy  fom^- 
jCimcs  difcoiKerts  hi-m. 

i  Ah  \  Sir,  laid  Formofanta,  with  much  agitatioa 
Tind  grief,  blended  with  an  air  of  reproach,  why  did 
'^'ou  iiot  make  me  dine  with  him  ?  This  is  a  mortaH 
Aroke  you  have  ^iven  me  I-^fend  for  him  imme- 
diately. Madam,  replied  the  emperor,  he  fct  out 
this  very  monainpj,  without  acquainting  n^e  with 
his  deftination.  Formofanta,  turning  towards  thp 
:|>hceni5c,  faid  to  him,  Did  you  ever  know  fo  unfor- 
tunate a  damffii  as  inyfelf  ?  gut,  r-efuming,  (he  faid, 
'Sir, how  came  hero  quit  fb  polite  a  court,  and  in 
which,  metbinks,  oae  might  pals  one's  life,  in  fp 
iabrupt  a  ijianner  ? 

This  was  the  cafe,  Madam,  faid  he:  Oqe  of  the 
'jnoft  amiable  of  the  princefTes  of. the  blood,  falling 
>dciperatelyln  Love  with  him,  fi^ifed  a  rendezvous  to 
meet  him  at  Tioon  ;  he  fe t  out  at  day-break,  leaving 
this  hiilef  for  mykinlwomaa,  whom  it  h-^th  cofl:  g 
ideluge  of  tears : 

't\i  *'  Beau(iful  princefs  of  rhe  blood  of  China,  yoy 
lare  deHerving  oi  a  heart  that  was  never  offered  vip 
to  any  other  aitar  ;  I  have  fworn  to  the  immortal 
gods,  never  to  love  any  other  than  FormoiiLntft 
fwincefs  of  Babylon,  and  to  teach  her  how  to  conr 
>quer  one's  defires  i-n  travelling.  She  has  had  thie 
misfortune  to  yield  to  a  worthlefs  king  of  Egypt; 
I  am  the  mod  unfortunate  of  men-;  1  have  loit  my 
father  and  the  phoenix,  and  the  hope  of  being  lov- 
£^  by  ForiTK)fanta.  I  left  my  mother  in  xfihdion, 
and  my  country,  unable  to  live  a  moment  in  th^ 
fpot  whi&re  I  learnt  that  Formofanta  loved  another 
^iiart  me.  I  fwore  to  iraverfe  thee^irth,  and  J?p 
£skh£ul :   You  would  defpifg  me,  and  the  god* 

puftifli 
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punlfii  me,  if  I  violated  my  oath  :  chufe  another 
lover-,  Madam,  and  be  as  faithful  as  I  am." 

Ah !  give  me  that  miraculous  letter,  faid  the 
beautiful  Formofanta,  it  will  afford  nie  foine  con- 
folation  :  I  am  happy  in  the  midft  of  mf  misfor- 
tunes. Amazan  loves  me  ;  Amazan  for  nie  re- 
nounces the  embraces  ofprincefTes  of  China;  there 
IS  no  one  upon  earth  but  himfelf  endowed  with  fo 
much  fortitude  ;  he  fets  me  a  moll  brilliant  exam- 
ple J  the  phoenix  knows  I  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  it: 
how  cruel  it  is  to  be  deprived  of  one's  lover  for  the 
moft  innocent  embrace  given  through  pure  fidelityl 
But,  m  fine,  whither  is  he  gone  ?  what  road  has  he 
taken  ?  Deign  to  inform  me,  and  I  will  fet  out. 

The  emperor  of  China  told  her,  that,  according 
to  the  reports  he  had  received,  her  lover  had  taken 
the  road  towards  Scythia.  The  unicorns  were  im- 
mediately  harnelTed,  and  the  princefs,  after  the 
mofl:  tender  compliments,  took  leave  of  the  empe- 
ror, with  the  phoenix,  her  chamber-maid  Irla,  and 
all  her  train. 

As  foon  as  fhe  arrived  in  Scythia,  fhe  was  more 
convinced  than  ever  how  much  mert  and  govern- 
ments differed,  and  would  differ,  till  fuch  time  as 
ibme  more  enlightened  people  fhould  by  degrees 
remove  that  cloud  of  darknefs  which  had  covered 
tfte  earth  forfo  many  ages;  arid  till ther^ ftiould be 
found  in  barbarous  climes,  heroic  fouls,  who  would 
have  ftrength  and  perfeverance  enough  to  tranf- 
form  brutes  into  men.  There  are  no  cities  in! 
Scythia,  confequently  no  Agreeable  artfl ;  nothing 
was  to  be  feen  but  extenfive  fields,  and  whole  nations 
whofe  fok  habitations  wei-e  tents  and  chars.  Sucli 
an  appearance  flruckher  with  terror.  Formofanta 
•enquired, in  what  tent  or  char  the  king. was  lodged? 
She  was  informed  ths^t  he  had  fet  but  eight  days 
'  V^L.  I.  K  k  t  before 
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before  with  three  hundred  thoufand  cavalry  ii^  at- 
tack the  king  of  Babylon,  whofe  niece,  the  beauti- 
ful princefs  Aldea^  he  carried  off. 
.  What !  hath  he  run  away  with  my  eoufin,  cried 
Fonnofanta  ?  I  could  not  have  imagined  fuch  an 
incidents  What !  is  my  coufm,  who  was  too  happy- 
in  paying  her  court  to  me,  become  a  queen,  and  I 
am  not  yet  married  ?  She  was  immediately  con- 
ducted, by  her  defire,  to  the  queen's  tent. 

Their  unexpected  meeting  in  fuch  diftant  climes  j 
the  uncommon  occurrences  they  mutually  had  to 
impart  to  each  other,  gave  fuch  charms  to  this  in- 
terview, as  made  them  forget  they  never  loved  one 
another  :  they  faw  each  other  with  tranfpoit ;  and 
a  foft  illufion  fupplied  the  place  of  real  tendernefs  : 
they  embraced  with  tears  ;  and  there  was  a  cordia- 
lity and  franknefs  on  each  fide  that  could  not  have 
taken  place  in  a  palace* 

Aldea  remembered  the  pha^nix  and  the  waiting- 
maid  Irla.  She  prefented  her  coufm  with  zibeiin 
ikins,  who  in  return  gave  her  diamonds.  The, 
war  between  the  two  kings  was  fpoken  of.  They 
deplored  the  ftate  of  men,  the  vidims  of  the  cap?ica« 
of  princes,  v/hen  two  honed  men  might  fettle  the 
difference,  without  a  fingle  throat  being  cut,  in 
lefs  than  an  hour :  but  the  principal  topic  was  the 
handfome  flranger,  who  had  conquered  lions,  given 
the  largeft  diamonds  in  the  univerfe,  the  writer 
of  madrigals^  now  become  the  mod  miferable ,  of 
men  from  the  intelligence  of  a  black- bird.  He  is 
my  dear  brother,  faid  Al^ea.  He  is  my  lover^ 
cried  Formofapta:  you  have,  doubtlefs,  feen  him  j 
is  he  (till  here?  for,  coufm,  he  knows  he  rs  your 
brother  ;  he  cannot  have  left  you  fo  abruptly  as  he 
did. the  king  of  China. 
^ ,  Jrjave  I  feen  him  ?  good  heaven !  Yc?,  he  paffed 
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four  whole  days  with  me.  Ah  !  coufm,  how  much 
my  brother  is  to  blame !  A  falfe  report  has  abfo- 
lutely  turned  his  brain  ;  he  roams  about  the  world, 
without  knowing  whither  he  is  deflined.  Image 
to  yourfelf,  that  his  phrenfy  is  fo  great,  that  he  has 
refufed  the  favours  of  the  handfomeft  Scythian  lady 
in  all  Scythia.  He  fet  out  yeilerday,  after  writing 
her  a  letter  which  has  thrown  her  into  defpair.  As 
for  hint,  he  is  gon«  to  vifit  the  Cimmerians.  Goci 
be  thanked!  cried  Formofanta  ;  another  refufalin 
my  favour !  My  good  fortune  is  beyond  my  hope, 
as  my  misfortunes  furpafled  my  greateft  apprehen- 
fions.  Procure  me  this  charming  letter,  that  I  may 
fet  out  and  follow  him,  loadsd  with  his  facrifices. 
Farewell,  coufm  !  Amazan  is  among  the  Cimmeri- 
ans, and  I  fly  to  meet  him. 

Aldea  judged  that  the  princefs  her  coufm  was 
ftill  more  frantic  than  her  brother  Amazan.  But 
as  (he  had  herfelf  been  fenfible  of  the  effects  of  this 
epidemic  contagion,  having  given  up  the  delights 
and  magnificence  of  Babylon  for  a  king  of  Scythia; 
and  as  the  women  always  excufe  thofe  follies  that 
are  the  efFedls  of  love,  (he  felt  for  Formofanta's 
affliction,  wifhed  her  a  happy  journey,  and  promif- 
ed  to  be  her  advocate  with  her  brother,  if  ever  fhe 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  him  again. 

%  6. 

Fro^i  Scythia  the  princefs  of  Babylon,  with  her 
phoenix,  arrived  foon  at  the  empire  of  the  Cimme- 
rians, a  country  indeed  much  lefs  populous  than. 
Scythia,  but  of  far  greater  extent. 

After  a  few  days  journey,  fhe  entered   a  very 

large  city,  which  has  of  late  been  greatly  improved 

43y  the  reigning  emprefs :   ihe  herfelf  was  not  thev^ 

K  k  2  at 
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at  that  time,  but  was  making  a  progr^f^  ihrougl^ 
her  dominions,  on  the  frontiers  of  Europe  and 
iVfia,  in  order  to  judge  of  their  (late  and  condition 
with  her  own  eyes,  to  enquire  into  their  grievances, 
find  to  provide  the  proper  remedies  for  them. 

The  principal  magiftrate  of  that  antient  capital, 
as  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Babylonian  lady  and  the  phoenix,  loR:  no  time  in 
paying  her  all  the  honours  of  the  country  ;  being 
certain  that  his  miilrefs,  the  moft  polite  and  gene- 
rous princefs  in  the  world,  would  be  extremely 
well  pleafed  to  find  that  he  had  received  fo  illuflri- 
ous  a  lady  with  all  that  refpect  which  fhe  herfelf, 
}f  on  the  fpot,  would  have  fhewed  her. 

The  princefs  was  lodged  in  the  palace,  and  en- 
tertained with  great  fplendor  and  elegance.  The 
Cimmerian  lord,  who  was  an  excellent  natural 
philofophef,  diverted  himfelf  in  converfmg  with 
the  phoenix,  at  fuch  times  as  the  princefs  chofe  to 
retire  to  her  own  apartment.  The  phoenix  told 
him,  that  he  had  formerly  travelled  among  the 
Cimmerians,  but  that  he  (hould  not  have  known 
the  country  agaii).  How  comes  it,  faid  he,  that 
fuch  prodigious  changes  have  been  brought  about 
in  fo  ihort  a  time  ?  Formerly,  when  I  was  here, 
about  three  hundred  years  ago,  I  faw  nothing  but 
favage  nature  in  all  her  horrors ;  at  prefent,  1  per- 
ceive induftry,  ans,  fplelidor,  and  poHtenefs.  This 
mighty  revolucion,  replied  the  Cimmerian,  was  be- 
gun by  one  man,  and  is  now  carried  to  perfection 
py  one  woman  ;  a  woman  who  is  a  greater  legiHa- 
ior  than  the  Ifis  of  the  Egyptians,  or  the  Ceres  of 
the  Greeks.  Moft  lawgivers  have  been  unhappy 
}n  a  narrow  genius  and  an  arbitrary  difpofition, 
which  confined  their  views  to  the  cbuntries,  they 
governed :  each  of  them  looked  upon  his  own,  as 
\.     '       •  the 
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(he  only  people  exi fling  upon  the  earth,  or  as  if 
they  ought  to  be  at  enmity  with  all  the  reft:  they 
have  formed  inllitutionS,  introduced  cufloms,  and 
cftablifhed  a  religion  for  them  alone.  Ihus  the 
Ec-yptians,  ib  famous  for  thofe  heaps  of  {tones  called 
l^yramids,  have  diihonoured  and  befottcd  them- 
ieives  with  their  barbarous  fuperftitions.  They 
defpile  all  other  nations  as  profane  ;  refufe  all  man- 
ner of  intercourfe  with  them  ;  and,  excepting  thofe 
converfant  in  the  court,  who  now  and  then  rife 
above  the  prejudices  of  the  vulgar,  there  is  not  au 
Egyptian  v/ho  will  cat  oft  a  plate  that  had  ever  been 
uled  by  a  ftranger.  Their  priefls  are  equally  cru- 
el and  abfurd.  It  were  better  to  have  no  laws  at 
all,  and  to  follow  thofe  notions  of  right  and  wrong 
engraven  on  our  hearts  by  nature,  than  to  fubjed 
fociety  to  in{litud(ms  fo  inholpitable. 

Our  emprefs  has  adopted  a  quite  different  fyftem; 
fhe  confiders  her  vafl  dominions,  under  which  all 
.the  meridians  on  the  globe  are  united,  as  under  an 
obligation  of  correfpondence  with  all  the  nations 
dwelling  under  thofe  meridians.  The  firflandmofl 
fundamental  of  her  laws,  is  an  univerfal  toleration 
of  all  religions,  and  an  unbounded  compaifion  for 
every  error.  Her  penetrating  genius  perceives,  that 
though  the  modes  of  religious  worfhip  differ,  yet 
morality  is  every  where  the  fame :  by  this  princi- 
ple, fhe  has  united  her  people  to  all  the  nations  on 
earth,  and  the  Cimmerians  will  foon  confider  the 
Scandinavians  and  the  Chinefe  as  their  brethren. 
Not  fadsfied  with  this,  ffie  has  refolved  to  eftabHfh 
this  invaluable  toleration,  the  ftrongeft  link  of  fo- 
ciety among  her  neighbours :  by  thefe  means,  fhe 
has  obtained  the  title  of  the  Parent  of  her  country; 
and,  if  fhe  perfeveres,  will  acquire  that  of  the  Be- 
psfa£liefs  of  mankind.  , 

Before 
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•  before  her  time,  the  men,  who  were  unhappily 
poflefled  of  power,  fent  out  legions  of  murderers 
■to  ravage  unknown  countries,  and  to  water  with 
the  blood  of  the  children  the  inheritance  of  their 
fathers.  Thofe  affaflins  were  called  Heroes,  and 
their  robberies  accounted  glorious  atchievements. 
But  our-  fovereign  courts  another  fort  of  glory ;  (he 
has  fent  forth  her  armies  to  be  the  melfeno^ers  of 
peace  ;  not  only  to  prevent  men  from  being  the 
iicftroyers,  but  to  oblige  them  to  be  the  benefac- 
tors, of  one  another.  Her  (landards  are  the  en- 
figns  of  public  tranquillity. 

'-The  phoenix  was  quite  charmed  with  what  he 
heard  from  this  nobleman;  he  told  him,  that 
though  he  had  lived  twenty-feven  th^ufand  nine 
hundred  years  and  feven  months  in  this  world,  he 
had  never  feen  any  thing  like  it.  He  then  enquir- 
ed aft^T  his  friend  Amazan.  The  Cimmerian  gave 
the  fame  account  of  him  that  the  princefs  had  al- 
ready heard  from  the  Chinefe  and  the  Scythians. 
It  was  Amazan's  conftant  pradice  to  run  away  from 
all  the  courts  he  vifited,  the  inflant  any  lady  made 
him  an  aflignaiion,  apprehending  he  might  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  give  Ibme  proofs  of  human  frailty. 
'Y\iQ  phoenix  foon  acquainted  Formofanta  with  this 
frefh  inftance  of  Amazan"'s  fidelity  ;  a  fidelity  fo 
much  the  more  furprifing,  fince  he  could  not  ima-i 
^ine  his  princefs  would  ever  hear  of  it. 

Amazan  had  fet  out  for  Scandinavia,  where  he 
was  entertained  with  fights  flill  more  furprifing. 
In  this  place,  he  beheld  monarchy  and  libeity  fub- 
•fiRing  together  in  a  manner  thought  incompatible 
'In  other  Hates ;  the  labourers  of  the  ground  fhared 
in  the  legiflature  with  the  grandees  of  the  realm. 
In  another  place  h§  faw  what  was  flill  more  extra- 
ordinary J  a  prince  equally  remarkable  for  his  ex- 
t.d.-I  treme 
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treme  youth  and  uprightnefs,  who  poflefled  a  fove- 
reign  authority  over  his  country,  acquired  by  a  fo- 
lemn  contrail  with  his  people. 

Amazan  beheld  a  philofopher  on  the  throne  of 
iSarmatia,  who  might  be  called  a  king  of  anarchy  ;■ 
for  he  was  the  chief  of  a  hundred  thouTand  petty 
kings,  one  of  whom  with  his  fmgle  voice  could  ren- 
der  inefFectual  the  refolutions  of  all  the  reft.  Eolu» 
had  not  more  difficulty  to  keep  the  wariing  winds 
within  their  proper  bounds,  than  this  monarch  to 
reconcile  thetumultuous  difcordant  fpirits  of  his  fub- 
jeds.  He  was  the  mafter  of  a  (hip  furrounded  with- 
eternal  ftorms  ;  but  the  veffei  did  not  founder,  for 
he  was  an  excellent  pilot. 

In  traverfing  thofe  various  countries,  fo  different 
from  his  own,  Amazan  perfevered  in  rejecting  all 
the  favourable  advances  made  to  him  by  the  ladies, 
though  inceflantly  diif racfed  with  the  embrace  2  iven 
by  Formofanta  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  being  refolved 
to  fet  Formofanta  an  amazing  example  of  an  un^ 
fiiaken  and\uriparalleled  fidelity. 

The  princefs  of  Babylon  was  conftantly  clofe  at 
his  heels,  and  fcarce  ever  miffed  of  him  but  by 
a  day  or  two ;  without  the  one  being  tired  of 
roaming)  or  the  other  lofmg  a  moment  in  purfuing 
him. 

Thus  he  traverfed  theimmenfe  continent  of  Ger- 
many, where  he  beheld  with  wonder,  the  progrefs 
which reafon  andphilofophy  had  made  in  theNorth; 
even  their  princes  were  eijilightened,  and  were 
become  the  patrons  of  freedom  of  thought.  Their 
education  had  not  been  trufted  to  men  who  had  an 
interefl  in  deceiving  them,  or  who  were  themfelves 
deceived  ;  they  were  brought  up  in  the  knowledge 
pf  univerfal  morality,  and  in  the  contempt  of  fu- 
perflition ,  they  had  baniilied  from  all  their  eftates 

a  knk' 


iS4  The  PriJi^/s  aflfrihy^n. 

2.  fenfelefs  cufloni  which  had  enervated  and  depo- 
pulated the  fouthern  countries ;  this  was  to  bur}^ 
alive  in  immenfe  dungeons,  infinite  numbers  or 
both  fexes  who  were  eternally  feparated  from  one 
another,  and  fworn  to  have  no  communication  to- 
gether. This  madnefs  had  contributed  more  than 
the  mofl  cru.l  wars  to  lay  wafte  and  ravage  the 
earth. 

'I  he  princefs  of  the  North  had  at  lad  found  out, 
that  if  they  wanted  a  good  breed  of  horfes,  they 
mud  not  feparare  the  finefi  (lallions  from  the 
mares.  They  had  likewife  exploded  other  errors 
Equally  abfurd  and  pernicious ;  in  fhort,  men  had 
at  laft  ventured  to  make  ufe  of  their  reafon  in  thofe 
immenfe  regions  ;  whereas  it  was  iiiil  believed  al- 
moft  every  where  elfe^  that  they  could  not  be  go^ 
vended  but  in  proportion  to  their  ignorance. 

§  ?• 

From  Germany,  Amazan  arrived  at  Batavia  i 
trhere  his  perpetual  chagrin  was  in  a  good  meafure 
alleviated,  by  pref^^rving  among  tl-ie  inhabitant^ 
a  faint  refembiancc  of  his  h^ippy  countryi^i* 
the  Gangarids.  There  he  faw  liberty,  prc^rty^ 
equality,  plenty,  with  toleration  in  reHgion ;  but 
the  ladies  were  fa  liidifferent,  that  not  one  rtlndo  him 
any  amonous  advances ;  a  thinjy  he  had  n^te^  rneC 
with  before;  It  is  true,  had  ne  been  inclined  t(/ 
addrefs  them,  they  would  have  yieldtd  one  after 
another ;  thcfugh,  at  the  fame  rime,  not  one  would 
have  been  the  lead  in  lo\'^  ;  h\\t  he  Wis  fiif  from? 
any  thoughts  of  making  conqitieds.  «         -  ' 

Formofaata  had  nearly  ciuight  hlra  in  this  mB^ 
pid  nation:  he  had  fet  out<t)it  1  moitigtit- bf^foi-t 
heratthral.'  -^ 

-slnsl  I.  Amazan 
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Amazan  had  heard  fo  much  among  the  Batavi- 
ans  in  praife  of  a  certain  iiland  called  Albion,  that 
he  was  led  by  curiofity  to  embark  with  his  uni- 
corns on  board  a  fliip,  which,  with  a  favourable 
eafterly  wind,  carried  him  in  four  hours  to  that 
celebrated  country,  more  famous  than  Tyre,  or  the 
Atlantic  ifland. 

The  beautiful  Formofanta,  who  had  followed 
him,  as  it  were  on  the  fcent,  to  the  banks  of  the 
Wolga,  the  Viflula,  the  Elbe,  and  the  Wefer,  and 
had  liever  been  above  a  day  or  two  behind  him^ 
arrived  foan  after  at  the  mouths  of  the  Rhine, 
where  it  difembogues  its  waters  into  the  German. 
Ocean. 

Here  (lie  learned  that  her  beloved  Amazan  had 
juft  {Qt  fail  for  Albion.  She  thought  flie  faw  the 
veflel  on  board  of  which  he  was,  and  could  not 
help  crying  out  for  joy :  at  which  the  Batavian 
ladies  were  greatly  furprifed,  not  imagining  that  a 
young  man  could  poflibly  oecafion  fo  violent  a  tran- 
sport. They  took,  indeed,  but  little  notice  of  the 
phoenix,  as  they  reckoned  his  feathers  would  not 
fetch  near  fo  good  a  price  as  thofe  of  their  own 
ducks,  and  other  water-fowl.  The  princefs  of  Ba- 
bylon hired  two  veffels  to  carry  herfelf  and  her  re- 
tinue to  that  happy  ifland,  which  was  foon  to  poffefs 
the  only  object  of  her  defires,  the  foul  of  her  life, 
and  the  god  of  her  heart.- 

An  unpropitious  wind  from  the  weft  arofe  of  a 
fudden,  juft  as  the  faithful  and  unhappy  Amazan 
landed  on  the  Albion  fliore,  and  detained  the  Ihips 
of  the  Babylonian  princefs,  juft  as  they  were  going 
to  put  to  fea.  Seized  with  a  deep  melancholy,  llie 
betook  herfelf  to  bed,  determined  to  remain  there 
till  the  wind  fhould  change ;  but  it  blew  for  the 
fpacs  of  eight  days,  with  an  unremitting  violence. 

Vol.  I.  LI  f        The 
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The  prlncefs,  during  this  age  of  eight  days^  em- 
ployed her  maid  oi  honour  Irta  m  reading  roman*- 
ces  5  which  were  not  indeed  written  by  the.Bata^ 
vlans;  h\\X  c*s  they  are  the  fadors  of  the  univerfi^t,' 
they  traffick  i^n  the  wit  as  well  as  commoduies  of 
orher  na'ic>ns.-^Th€  princefs  purehafed  of"  Mairk 
Micliael  Rey,  the  bookfeller,  all  the  novels  which, 
bad  been- written  by  the  Aufonians  and  the  V/el- 
c^€5,  the  fale  of  which  had  beei:k  wifeN  prchii'>i  ted 
;\«ion£; 'thofe  nations,  to  enrich  their  n(:ii4hbours  the 
Bfitavifefts.  S^h*  expeded  to  find  in  thofc  hiftories 
lome  ad^ntu-re  firaiiuii  to  her  own,;  which  might 
cVllevitite  lier  grici'.-*— -Uhe  maid  of  hoiiour  reaJ,.  the- 
phoenix  gave  his  advice,  and  the  princefs,  finding 
notliitig  m  the  Fortunate  Country  Maid,inTaaliii, 
(^  in  the  S5>j>ha,  that  had  the  leaft  refemblance  to. 
3"ier  own  alfajiis*,  intternipted  the  reader  every  mo-- 
Uient,  by  a^inghow  the  wiad  ikood? 

§  s. 

'  In  the  n>mn  time  Aniazan  was  on:' the  road  t(» 
fhe  cj^p^tal  of  Albion,  in  bii  coach  and  fix  uni- 
corns, all  hixS  thoughts  employed  on.  his  dear  prin- 
cefs:  at  a  fmall  diftance  he  perceived  a  carriage 
©verturned  in  a^ditch  ;  the  fervants  had  gonediiier- 
enr  w^ys  in  quefb  of  aifirranee:,  hot  the  owner  kept 
his  feat,  fmoaking  his  pipe  with  great  tranquillity, 
without  teftilyingthe  fraallefl  impatience:  his  name 
was  My  Lord  What  then^,  in  the  languagjc  fiom 
which  I  tranflate  theljs  memoirs. 
:  Amazan  ttiade  all  thehafle  pofTibly  to  help  him,, 
ivnd  with  his  Ample  arm  fet  the  carriage  ro  rights, 
fo  much  was- his  ihength  fnperior  to  that  of  otlie» 
men.  My  Lord  What-tbcn  took  no  other  notice  oi" 
him^  thaiifa-ying,  A  flout  fdlow,  by  C — d !  in  the;. 


T4i€  Prhicefs  olBahylmu  tSj. 

m^rni  time  the  country  people,  being  comeup,flew 
into  a  great  pafTion  at  beiitg  called  out  to  no  pur^ 
^|)ofe,  and  feii  upon  the  itr anger.  They  abufed 
hi«a,  called  him  oiitiandiih  dog,  and  challenged 
fhim  io  fli'ip  and  box. 

Amazon  ieizGii  a  brace  of  them  in  each  hand, 
and  tiiiew  them  twenty  paces  from  him;  the  reft 
feei^ig  thiti  pulled  oil  their  hats,  aiid  Rowing  v/ith. 
great  refpeCt,  aiked  his  honoiir  for  fome thing  to 
.drink.  His  honpur  gavx^  iliem  more  uicuQy  tiiaii 
they  had  ever-tbeai  in  their  lives  before.  My  Lord 
Whdt-tiicn  Hovv  exprcifcd  gr tat  eiteem  for  hiui, 
and  afK'^  him  to  dinner  at  hiscoiriiiiry-hcmJe,  about 
three  i-uilas  off.  Hi^  aivitation  bem^  accepted, 
he  weiit  into  Amazar.'s  .coach,  his. own  being  out 
of  order/fcg^  the.ac<;idenf. 

After  a. quarter  ,of  an  hour^s  fiisnce,  My  Lord 
W  hat-then  looking  upon  Amazan  for  a  moment, 
faid,  How  d'ye  do  ?  which,  by  tiie  way,  is  a  phrafe 
without  any  meaning ;  adding,  ^^on  have  got  fix 
fine  unicorns  thefe.  iiiter  u^luch  he  feil  aimoak^ 
ing  as  uiWrl. 

i  he  traveller  to^ld  hiam  te  unicorns  were  At  his 
fervice,  ^nd  that  be  had  brought  them  from  the 
country  qi  the  Gangarids :  from  thence  he  took 
occafion  to  inform  him  of  his  affair  with  the  prin- 
cefs  of  ipabyion,  and  the  unlucky  kifs  fhe  had  given 
the  king  of  JBgypt :  to  which  the  .other  made  no 
r^ly,  bejng  very  indifferent  whether  there  were 
any  fuch  people  in  the  world,  as  a  king  ot  Ii^ypt 
or  a  ^rincefs  ot  JSabyioii..  He  remained  dumb  tor 
another  quarter  of  an  hour ;  after  whicn  he  afked 
-his  companion  a  lecond  time  how  ne  did,  and  whe- 
ther they  had  any  good  roaft.Deet  among  the  Gan- 
garids. Amazan  anfwered  with  bib  vvonced  polite- 
fliers..   That  they  did  not  eat  their  brethren  on  the 
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banks  of  the  Ganges  ;  he  then  explained  to  him 
that  fyftem  which  many  ages  afterwards  was  fur- 
named  the  Pythagorean  philpfophy.  But  My 
Lord  fell  alleep  in  the  mean  time,  and  made  but 
one  nap  of  it  till  he  c^me  to  his  own  houfe. 

He  was  married  to  a  young  and  charming  wo- 
man, on  whom  nature  hadbeflowed  a  foul  as  lively 
and  fenfible  as  her  hufband's  was  dull  and  flupid. 
Several  gentlemen  of  Albion  had  that  day  come 
to  dine  with  her ;  among  whom  there  were  cha- 
raders  of  all  forts ;  for  that  country  having  been 
almofl:  always  under  the  government  of  foreigners, 
the  families  that  had  come  over  with  thefe  princes 
had  imported  their  different  manners.  '1  here  were 
in  this  company  fome  perfons  of  a  very  amiable  dif- 
pofitfon,  others  of  a  fuperior  genius,  and  a  few  of 
very  profound  learning. 

The  miflrefs  of  the  houfe  had  none  pf  that  auk- 
ward  affisded  ftiffnefs,  that  falfe  modelly,  with 
which  the  young  Albion  ladles  were  then  reproach- 
ed; fhedid  not  conceal,  by  a  fcornful  look  ^nd  an 
affected  taciturnity,  her  deficiency  of  ideas;  and 
the  embarralfmg  humility  of  having  nothing  to  fay. 
Never  was  a  woman  more  engaging.  She  receiv- 
ed Amazan  with  a  grace  and  politenefs  that  were 
quite  natural  to  her.  The  extreme  beauty  of  this 
young  flranger,  and  the  fudden  comparifon  Ihe 
could  not  help  making  between  him  and  her  huf- 
band,  immediately  flfuck  her  in  a  moft  fenfible 
manner. 

Dinner  being  feryed,  Ihe  placed  Amazan  at  her 
fide,  and  helped  him  to  all  fort  of  puddings,  hav- 
ing learned  frpm  himfelf  that  the  Gangarids  never 
fed  upon  any  thing  which  had  received  from  the 
gods  the  celeftial  gift  of  lite.  His  beauty  and 
flrcngth,  the  manners  of  the  Gangarids,  the  progrefs^ 

■•     •       ■       pf 
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of  arts,  religion,  and  government,  were  the  fubjeftj 
of  a  converfadon  equally  agreeable  and  inllrudive 
all  the  time  of  the  entertainment,  which  iafted  till 
night :  during  which  My  Lord  What-ihen  did  no- 
thing but  pufli  the  bottle  about,  and  call  for  the 
toaft. 

After  dinner,  while  my  lady  was  pouring  out  the 
.tea,  dill  feeding  her  eyes  on  the  young  flranger,  be 
entered  into  a  long  converfation  with  a  member  of 
parliament  j  for  every  one  knows  that  there  was, 
even  then,  a  parliament  called  Wittenagenot,  or 
the  AiTembly  of  wife  men,  Amazan  enquired  in- 
to the  conftitution,  laws,  manners,  ciifioms,  forces, 
and  arts,  which  made  this  country  fo  refpedable  ; 
and  the  member  anfwered  hiru  in  the  following 
manner  : 

For  a  long  time  we  went  ftark  naked,  though 
our  climate  is  none  of  the  hotteft.  We  were  like- 
wife  for  a  long  time  enilaved  by  a  people  come 
froin  the  ancient  country  of  Saturn,  watered  by 
the  Tiber.  But  the  mifchiefs  we  have  done  owe 
another  have  greatly  exceeded  all  that  we  ever  luf- 
fered  from  our  firft  conquerors.  One  of  our  princes 
carried  his  daftardlinefs  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  to  de- 
clare himfelf  the  fubje£i:  of  a  pried,  who  dwells  alfo 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  and  is  called  the  Old 
Man  of  the  Seven  Mountains  :  It  has  been  the  fate 
.oF  thefe  feveii  mountains  to  domineer  over  the 
greateft  part  of  i^urope,  then  inhabiied  by  brutes 
in  human  fnape. 

To  thofe  times  of  infamy  and  debafement  fuc- 
ceeded  the  ages  of  barbarity  and  confufion.  Our 
country,  more  tempeituous  than  the  furrounding 
ocean,  has  been  ravaged  and  drenched  in  blood  by 
pur  civil  diicords ;  many  of  our  crowned  heads 
have  perifhed  by  a  violent  death  :  above  a  hun- 
dred 
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ndrtd.  princes  of  the  royal  blood  have  ended  their 
;days  on  the  fcaffold,  whilft  the  hearts  of  their  atl- 
Jic/ent*  have  been  torn  from  their  brealts,  and 
thrown  in  rhcir  faces.  In  fliort,  it  is  the  province 
,f))f  the  h^igman  to  write  the  hlftory  of  our  illand, 
-feeing  this  perfonajj,e  has  finally  determined  all  our 
affairs  of  nioment. 

But  to  cr(wn  thefe  horrors,  it  is  not  very  long 
lincc  fome  fellows  wearing  black  rtianiies,  and  o« 
thers  who  cait  white  fhiris  over  their  jackets,  ha- 
ving been  bitten  by  mad  dogs,  communicated  their 
xisadnefs  lo  the  whole  nation.  Our  country  was 
then  divided  mto  two  parries,  the  murderers  and 
the  murdered,  the  executioners  and  the  fufferers, 
plunderers  and  Jlaves,;  and  all  in  the  n^mc  of  God, 
.^id  whilft  the;y  were  feeking  the  Lord. 

I  Who  would  have  imagined,  that  from  this  hor- 
rible abyfs,  this  chaos  of  diileniion,  cruelty,  ignor 
tr.ncc,  and  fanaticifm,  a  government  fliould  at  lall 
fj^in^^py  the  moft  peried,  it  raay  be  faid,  now  ia 
the  world  ;  yet  fuch  has  been  the  event.  Apjince, 
honoured  and  wealthy,  aii-powidul  to  do  goud, 
«Rithout  any  power  to  do  cviJ,  is  at  the  head  of  a 
irbe,  warlike,  ccminercial,  and  eidighrcned  nation. 
'Ine  nobles  en  one  hand,  and  the  reprelentatives  of 
the  people  <ni  the  gther,  fbare  the  fegiflature  with 
t\^  monarch. 

We  have  i^en,  ;by  a  fingular  fatality  of  events^ 
,4diibrder^x:ivii  wars,  anarchy  and  wretched nefs.  Jay 
vairc  the  country,  when  our  kings  aimed  at  arbi- 
itrary  power  :  wi'^ereas  tranquiUity,  riches,  and  uni- 
verial  happinefs,  have  cmiy  reigned  among  us,  whea 
the  prince  has  remained  iatisfied  with  a  limited  au» 
^thority.  All  order  has  been  fubverted  whilft  wc 
Arcre-difputing  about  rayfleries,  but  was  re-eltablifh- 
;Cd  the  mQinent.  we  grew  wJi'e  enough  to  defpife 

them. 
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Hienir  Our  vi6lorIous  fleets  carry  our  glory  over 
all  the  ocean ;  our  laws  place  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes in  fecuriiy  ;  no  judge  can  explain  them  in  aa 
arbitrary  manner,  and  no  decllion  is  evef  given 
without  the  reafons  alTigned  for  it.  We  (hould  pu- 
nifh  a  judge  as  an  aiTalfm,  who  fhouM:  condemn  a^ 
sitizen  to  death  without  declaring  the  evidence 
which  accufed  him,  and  the  law  upon  which  he 
was  convicted. 

It  is  true,  there  are  always  two  parties  among 
us,  who  are  continudUy  writing  and'  intriguing  a- 
gaind  each  other ;  but  they  conitantly  re-unite^ 
whenever  it  is  needful"  to  arm  in  defcic&  of  liberty 
and  our  country.  Thefe  two  parties  watch  over 
one  another,  and  mutually  prevent  the  violktion  of 
the  facred  depGfit  of  the  laws :  they  hate  one  ano- 
ther, but  they  love  the  Hate  ;  they  ar<3  like  thofe 
jealous  lovers,  who  pay  court  to  the  fame  miilrefs- 
with  a  fpirit  of  emulation. 

From  the  fame  fund  of  geaius  by  which  wc 
difccvcred  and*  fupported  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
kind, we  have  carried  the  fciences  to-  the  highell 
pitch  to  which  they  can  attain  among  men.  Your 
Egyptians,  who  pafs  for  fiich  great  mechanics ; 
your  Indians,  who  arc  belk^ted  to  be-  fuch  /^[reat 
philofophers ;  your  Babylonians,  who  boafl  of  ha-* 
ving  obferved  the  Itars  for  the  courfe  of  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  years  ;  the  Gz^eks,  who 
have  written  fo  much,^  and  faid  fo  little,  know  in 
reality  nothing  in  comparifon  of  our  fhallov^^eft 
fcholars,  who^have  flu  died  the  difcaveries  of  our 
great  mafters.  We  have  raviflied  more  focret^ 
from  Nature,  in  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  years,  rhan 
the  human  fpecies  has  been  able  to  difcover  in  as 
many  .ages. 

This,  is  a  true  account   of  our  prefent  (late.  '  I 

have 


2^7'^*  The  Prinrefs  of  Babylon. 

have  concealed  from  you  neither  the  good"  nor  the 
bad  ;  neither  our  Ihame  nor  our  glory ;  and  1  have 
exaggerated  nothing. 

At  this  difcourfe  Ainazan  f^lt  a  ftrong  defire 
to  be  inftruded  in  thofe  fublime  fciences  his  friend 
fpoke  of  J  and  if  his  pafTion  for  the  prlncef:^  of  Ba- 
bylon, his  filial  duty  to  his  mother  whom  he  had 
(Quilted,  and  his  love  for  his  native  country,  had 
not  made  ftrong  remonflrances  to  his  diflempered 
heart,  he  would  willingly  have  fpent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  Albion.  But  that  unfortunate  kifs 
his  princefs  had  given  the  king  of  Egypt,  did  not 
leave  his  mind  af  fufficient  eafe  to  ftudy  the  ab- 
flrufe  fciences. 

I  confefs,  faid  he,  having  made  a  folemn  vow  to 
roam  about  the  world,  and  to  efcape  from  myfelf. 
I  have  a  curiofity  to  fee  that  ancient  land  of  Saturn,- 
that  people  of  the  Tiber  and  of  the  Seven  Moun- 
tains, who  have  been  Iieretofore  their  mafters  ? 
they  mufl:  undoubtedly  be  the  firft  people  on  earth. 
I  advife  you  by  all  means,  anfwercd  the  member, 
to  take  that"  journey,  if  you  have  the  fmalieft  tafle 
for  mufic  or  painting.  Even  we  ourfelves  frequent- 
ly carry  our  fpleen  and  melancholy  to  the  Seven 
Mountains.  But  you  will  be  greatly  furpiiftd 
>\'hen  you  fee  the  defcendanrs  of  out  conquerors. 

This  was  a  long  converfation-,  and  Amazan  way 
a  little  touched  in  the  head.  He  fpoke  in  fo  agree- 
able a  manner,  his  voice  was  fo  charming,  his 
whole  behaviour  fo  noble  and  engaging,  that  the 
miftrefs  af  the  houfe  could  nor  refill  the  pleafu'eof 
having  a  little  private  chat  with  him  in  her  turn. 
She  tenderly  fqueczed  his  hand  as  fhe  fpoke,  and' 
flkrteJ  fiich  looks  at  him,  from  her  wary  and  fpark- 
lir.'g  eyes,  that  they  (hot  defire  through  every  xnove* 
Baent  of  the  foul.    She  kept  him  to  fu}>per,  and  to 
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Heep  there  that  night.  Every  moment,  every 
word,  every  look,  inflamed  her  paflion.  When  all 
were  retired  to  reft,  fhe  fent  him  a  little  billet-doux, 
not  doubtinjsj  he  would  come  to  entertain  her  in 
bed,  whilft  My  Lord  What-then  was  afleep  in  his. 
Amazan  had  once  more  the  courage  to  refift  ;  fuch 
marvellous  effects  does  a  grain  of  folly  produce  in 
an  exalted  and  deeply- wounded  mind  ! 

Amazan,  according  to  cuftom,  wrote  the  lady  an 
anfwer  full  of  refpe6t,  reprefenting  to  her  the  fa- 
crednefs  of  his  oath^  and  the  ftri£l  obligation  he 
was  under  to  teach  the  princefs  of  Babylon  to  con- 
quer her  pafTions  by  his  example ;  after  which  he 
harnelfed  his  unicorns  and. departed  for  Batavia, 
leaving  all  the  company  in  deep  admiration  of  him, 
and  the  lady  in  profound  defpair.  In  the  agonies 
of  her  grief  fhe  dropt  Amazan*s  letter;  My  Lord 
What-then  read  it  next  morning :  Damn  it,  faid 
he,  (hrugging  up  his  fhoulders,  what  fluff  and  nori- 
fenfe  have  we  got  here  ?  and  then  rode  out  a  fox- 
hunting with  fome  of  his  drunken  neighbours. 

Amazan  was  already  failing  upon  the  fea,  pof^ 
feffed  of  a  geographical  chart,  with  ivhich  he  had 
been  prefented  by  the  learned  Albion  he  had  con- 
verfed  with  at  Lord  What-then's.  He  was  extreme- 
ly aftoniflied  to  find  the  greateft  part  of  the  earth 
upon  a  fmgle  iheet  of  paper. 

His  eyes  and  imagination  wandered  over  this  little 
fpace ;  he  obferved  the  Rhine,  the  Danube,  the 
Alps  of  Tyrol  there  fpecified  under  different  names, 
and  all  the  countries  through  which  he  was  to  pafs 
before  he  arrived  a:t  the  city  of  the  Seven  Moun- 
tains ;  but  he  more  particularly  fixed  his  eyes  up* 
on  the  country  of  the  Gangarids,  upon  Babylon, 
where  he  had  feen  his  dear  princefs,  and  upon  the 
fatal  country  of  BafTora,  where  fhe  had  given  a  fa- 

VoL.  L  t         ^  Ki  ta^ 


274  '^^^  Prineefs  oi  Babylon, 

tal  kifs  to  the  king  of  Egypt.  He  fighed,  and  tearj^ 
fireamed  from  his  eyes ;  but  he  agreed  with  the 
Albion  who  had  prefented  him  with  the  univerfe  in 
epitome,  when  he  averred  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  banks  of  the  Thames  were  a  thoufand  times 
better  inflrucled  than  thofe  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  the  Euphrates,  and  the  Ganges. 

As  he  returned  into  Batavia,  Formofanta  flew  to- 
wards Albion  with  her  two  frxips  that  went  at  full 
fail.  Amazan's  fhip  and  the  princefs's  crofled  one 
another,  and  almofl:  touched  ;  the  two  lovers  were 
clofe  to  each  other,  which  they  could  not  doubt  of. 
— Ah !  had  they  but  known  it !  but  tyrannic  de- 
ftiny  would  not  allow  it. 

§  9- 

No  fooncr  had  Amazan  landed  on  \ht  flat  mud- 
dy  fhove  of  Batavia,  than  he  flew  like  lightning  to- 
wards the  city  of  the  Seven  Mountains.  He  was 
obliged  to  traverfe  the  foiithern  part  of  Germany. 
At  every  four  miles  he  met  with  a  prince  and  prin- 
cefs,  maids  of  honour  and  beggars.  He  was  afto- 
niflied  every  where  at  the  coquetries  of  thefe  la- 
dies and  maidiJ  of  honour,  which  they  difplayed 
Wiith  German  good  faith ;  and  he  only  anfwered 
with  modeft  refufals.  After  having  cleared  the 
Al|)8  be  embarked  upon  the  fea  of  Dalmatia,  and 
landed  in  a  city  that  had  no  refemblance  to  any 
t\m^  he  had  heretofore  feen.  The  fea  formed  the 
ftreets,  and  the  houfes  were  erefted  in  the  water. 
The  few  public  places  with  which  this  city  was  or- 
namented were  filled  with  men  and  womien  with 
double  faces ;  that  which  nature  had  beftowed  up<- 
on  them-,  and  a  pafteboard  one,  ill  painted,  With 
which  they  covered  their  natural  viTagej  fo  that 
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tills  people  feemed  compofed  of  fpedres.  Upon 
the  arrival  of  flrangers  in  this  counttry,  they  imme- 
diately purchafe  thefe  vifages,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  people  elfewhere  furnilh  themfelves  with  hats 
and  fhoes.  Amazan  defpifed  a  fafhion  fo  contrary 
to  nature  ;  he  appeared  juft  as  he  was.  There 
were  in  the  city  twelve  thoiifand  girls  regiftered  in 
the  great  book  of  the  Republic  ;  thefe  girls  were 
ufeful  to  the  flal^e,  being  appointed  to  carry  on  the 
mod  advantageous  and  agreeable  trade  that  ever 
enriched  a  nation.  Common  traders  ufually  f^nd, 
at  great  rilk  and  expence,  merchandizes  of  various 
kinds  to  the  Eafl  ;  but  thefe  beautiful  merchants 
carried  on  a  conilant  trafiic  without  riik,  which 
conftantly  fprung  from  their  charms.  They  all 
came  to  prefent  tliemfelves  to  the  handfome  Ama- 
zan, and  offer  him  his  choice.  He  fled  with  the 
iitmofl  precipitancy,  uttering  the  name  of  the  iar* 
comparable  princefs  of  Babylon,  and  Iwearing  by 
the  immortal  gods,  that  fhe  was  far  handfomer  than 
all  the  twelve  thoufand  Venetian  girls.  Sublime 
traitrefs,  he  cried  in  his  tranfports,  I  will  teach 
you  to  be  faithful ! 

Now  the  yellow  furges  of  the  Tiber,  peftiferous 
fens,  a  few  pale  emaciated  inhabitants,  clothed  in 
tatters  which  difplayed  their  dry  tanned  hides,  ap- 
peared to  his  fight,  and  befpoke  his  arrival  at  the 
gate  of  the  city  of  the  Seven  Mountains,  that  city 
pf  heroes  and  legiilators  who  conquered  and  poiiili- 
ed  a  great  part  of  the  globe. 

He  expeded  to  have  feen  at  the  triumphal  gate, 
five  hundred  battalions  commandedby  heroes,  and 
in  the  fenate  an  aflembly  of  demi-gods  giving  laws 
to  the  earth  ;  bat  the  only  army  he  found  confid- 
ed of  about  thirty  tatterdemalions,  mounting  guard 
with  umbrellas  for  fear  of  the  fun.  Being  arrived 
M  m  2  at 
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at  a  temple  which  appeared  to  him  very  fine,  h\x% 
not  fo  magnificent  as  that  of  Babylon,  he  was  great- 
ly aftonifhed  to  hear  a  concert  performed  by  meii 
with  female  voices. 

This,  faid  he,  is  a  mighty  pleafant  country,  which 
was  formerly  the  land  of  Saturn.  I  have  been  in 
a  city  where  no  one  fhewed  his  own  face  ;  here  is 
another  where  men  have  neither  their  own  voices 
nor  beards.  He  was  told  that  tbefe  fingers  were 
no  longer  men  ;  that  they  had  been  divefted  of 
their  virility  that  they  might  fmg  the  more  agree- 
ably the  praifes  of  a  great  number  of  perfons  of 
merit.  Amazan  could  not  comprehend  the  mean- 
ing of  this.  Thefe  gentlemen  defired  him  to  fmg  ; 
hefung  a  Gangaridian  air  with  his  ufual  grace.  His 
voice  was  a  fine  counter-tenor.    Ah  vSignior,  faid  they, 

what  a  dQYighdwi  foprano  you  would  have,  if If 

what,  faid  he  ;  what  do  you  mean  ?- — Ah  !  Signior, 
if  you  were— If  I  were  what  ?— If--you  were — with- 
out a  beard  !  They  then  explained  to  him  very  plea- 
fantly,  and  with  the  moft  comic  gefticulations,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  their  country,  the  point 
in  queltion.  Amazan  was  quite  confounded.  I 
have  travelled  a  great  way,  faid  he,  but  1  never  be- 
fore heard  fuch  a  whini. 

After  they  had  fung  a  good  while,  the  Old  Man 
of  the  Seven  Mountains  went  with  great  ceremony 
^o  the  gate  of  the  temple  ;  he  cut  the  air  in  four 
parts  with  his  thumb  raifed,  two  fingers  extended 
and  two  bent,  in  uttering  thefe  words  in  a  language 
no  longer  fpolcen  :  To  the  city  and  to  the  univerfe  *. 
The  Gangarid  could  not  comprehend  how  twQ 
fingers  could  extend  fo  far. 

He  prefently  faw  the  whole  court  of  the  mafler 

of 
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•f  the  world  file  off.  This  court  confided  of  grave 
perfonages,  fome  in  fcarlet,  and  others  in  violet 
robes  :  they  almofl  all  eyed  the  handfome  Amazan 
with  a  tender  look  ;  they  bowed  to  him,  and  faid 
to  one  another,  San  Martino^  che  bel^  ragazzo  !  San 
Pancratio,  che  beP  fanciullo  ! 

The  zealots,  whofe  vocation  was  to  fhew  the 
curiofities  of  the  city  to  llrangers,  very  eagerly  of- 
fered to  conduct  him  to  feveral  ruins,  in  which  a 
muleteer  would  not  chufe  to  pafs  a  night,  but 
which  were  formerly  worthy  monuments  of  the 
grandeur  of  a  royal  people.  He  moreover  faw 
pKlures  of  two  hundred  years  Handing,  and  ftatues 
that  had  remained  twenty  ages,  which  appeared  to 
him  mafter-pieces  in  their  kind.  Can  you  ftill  pro- 
duce fuch  works  ?  No,  your  Excellency,  replied  one 
of  the  2'.ealots  ;  but  we  defpife  the  reft  of  ihe  earth, 
becaufe  we  preferve  thefe  rarities-  We  are  a  kind 
of  old  cloaths-men,  who  derive  pur  glory  from  the 
caft-off  garbs  in  our  warehoufes. 

Amazan  was  willing  to  fee  the  prince's  palace^ 
and  he  was  accordingly  conduced  thither.  He  law 
men  drefled  in  violet-coloured  robes,  who  were 
reckoning  the  money  of  the  revenues  of  the  do- 
mains of  lands,  fituated  fome  upon  the  Danube, 
fome  upon  the  Loire,  others  upon  the  Guadalquivir, 
or  the  Viflula.  Oh  !  oh  !.  faid  Amazan,  after  ha- 
ving confulted  his  geographical  map,  your  mafter, 
then,  poffeffes  all  Europe,  like  thofe  ancient  he- 
roes of  the  Seven  Mountains  ?  He  fhould  polTeis 
the  whole  univerfe  by  divine  right,  replied  a  violet- 
livery  man  ;  and  there  was  even  a  time  when  his 
predecelTors  nearly  compaffed  univerfal  monarchy  ; 
but  their  fuccelTors  are  fo  good  as  to  content  them- 
felves  at  prefent  with  fome  monies  which  the  kings 
their  fubjeds  p^y  to  them  in  the  form  of  a  tribute. 
■  Your 
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Y«ur  ijiaft^r  is,  then.  In  fad,  the  king  of  kings  % 
is  that  his  title  ?  faid  Amazan.  No,  your  Excel- 
lency, his  title  is  the  fervant  of  fervants  ;  he  was 
originally  <i  rilhennan  and  porter,  wherefore  the 
^mbkuift  of  his  dignity  confift  of  keys  and  nets  ; 
but  he  at  j3refcnt  ifliies  orders  to  every  king  in 
Chriitemlom.  It  is  not  a  long  while  fince  he  fent 
one  hijndred  and  one  mandates  to  a  king  of  the 
Celtes,  and  the  king  obeyed. 

Your  ftihennan  mufl  then  have  fent  five  or  fix 
hundred  thoufand  men  to  put  thefe  orders  in  Qce- 
cution  ? 

Not  at  all,  your  Excellency ;  our  holy  mailer  is 
not  rich  enough  to  keep  ten  thoufand  foldiers  on 
ioot ;  but  he  has  five  or  fix  hundred  thoufand  di- 
vine prophets  difperfed  in  other  countries.  Thofe 
prophets  of  various  colours  are,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  fupported  at  the  expence  of  the  people ;  they 
proclaim  from  heaytn,  that  my  mafler  may,  with 
his  keys,  open  and  fhut  all  locks,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  flrong  boxes,  A  Norman  priefl,  who  held 
the  pod  of  confidant  of  this  king's  thoughts,  con- 
vinced him  he  ought  to  obey,  without  replying, 
the  hundred  and  one  thoughts  of  my  mafter ;  for 
you  muft  know  that  one*of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Old  Man  of  the  Seven  mountains,  is  never  to  err, 
whether  he  deigns  to  fpeak  or  deigns  to  write. 

In  faith,  faid  Amazan,  this  is  a  very  finguJar 
juan  ;  1  /hould  be  curious  to  dine  with  him.  Were 
your  Excelkiicy  even  a  king,  you  could  not  eat  at 
his  table  ;  all  that  he  could  do  for  yon,  would  be 
to  allow  you  to  have  one  ferved  by  the  fide  of  hl^, 
but  fmaller  and  lower.  But  if  you  are  inclined  to 
have  the  honour  of  fpeaking  to  him,  I  will  alk  an 
audience  for  you  on  condition  of  the  buona  mancia, 
^hich  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  give  me.     Very 

readily, 
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feadily,  faid  the  Gangarid.  The  violet-llvery  man 
bowed  :  I  will  introduce  you  to-morrow,  faid  he ; 
you  mufl  make  three  very  low  bows,  and  you  mull 
kifs  the  Old  Man  of  the  Seven  Mountains'  feet. 
At  this  information  Amazan  burfl  into  fo  violent  a 
fit  of  laughing  that  he  was  almoft  choaked  ;  which, 
however,  he  furmounted,  holding  his  fides,  whilit 
the  violent  emorions  of  the  rifible  mufcles  forced 
the  tears  down  his  cheeks,  till  he  reached  the  inn, 
where  the  fit  flill  continued  upon  him. 

At  dinner,  twenty  beardlefs  men  and  twenty 
violins  produced  a  concert.  He  received  the  com- 
pliments of  the  greatefl  lords  of  the  city  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day ;  thefe  made  him  propofals 
flill  more  extravagant  than  that  of  kiffing  the  Old 
Man  of  the  Seven  Mountains  feet.  As  he  was  ex- 
tremely polite,  he  at  hrft  imagined  that  thefe  gen- 
tlemen took  him  for  a  lady,  and  informed  them  of 
their  miftake  with  great  decency  and  circumfpec- 
tion  ;  but  being  fomewhat  clofely  prefTed  by  two 
or  three  of  thofe  violet-coloured  gentry,  w^ho  were 
the  mofl  forward,  he  threw  them  out  of  the  win- 
dow, without  fancying  he  had  made  any  great  fa- 
crifice  to  the  beautiful  Formofanta.  He  left  with 
the  greatefl  precipitation  this  city  of  the  mafters  of 
the  w^orld,  where  he  found  himfelf  necelfitated  to 
kifs  an  old  man's  toe,  as  if  his  cheek  were  at  the 
end  of  his  foot,  and  where  young  men  are  accofted 
in  a  more  whimfical  manner. 

5  10. 

In  all  the  provinces  through  which  he  paffecJ, 
having  conftantly  repulfed  every  amorous  overture 
of  every  fpecies,  being  ever  faithful  to  the  princefs 
of  Babvlan,  though  inceflfantly  enraged  at  the  king 
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of  Egypt,  this  model  of  <^onftancy  at  length  afpfv- 
ed  at  the  new  capital  of  the  Gauls.  This  city,  like 
many  others,  had  alternately  fubmided  to  barbari- 
ty, ignorance,  jolly,  and  mifery.  I'he  firfl  name 
it  bore  was  Dirt  and  Mire ;  it  then  took  that  of 
Ifis,  from  the  worfliip  of  Ifis,  which  had  reached 
even  here.  Its^  firfl  fenate  confiiled  of  a  compa- 
ny of  watermen.  It  had  long  been  in  bondage, 
and  fubmitted  to  the  ravages  of  the  heroes  of 
the  Seven  Mountains ;  and  fome  ages  after,  fome 
other  heroic  thieves,,  who  came  from  the  farther 
banks  of  the  K:hine,  had  feized  upon  it's  little 
lands. 

Time,  which  changes  all  things,  had  formed  it 
into  a  city,  half  of  which  was  very  noble  and  very 
agreeable,  the  other  half  fome\\^hat  barbarous  and 
ridiculous  :  this  was  the  emblem  of  its  inhabitants. 
There  were  within  its  walls  at  leaft  a  hundreci 
thoufand  people,  who  had  no  other  employment 
than  play  and  diverfion.  Th^fe  idlers  were  the 
judges  of  thofe  arts  which  the  others  cultivated. 
They  were  ignorant  of  all  that  palled  at  court  ; 
though  they  were  only  four  fliort ,  miles  diftant 
from  it  :--but  it  feemed  to  be  at  leaft  fix  hundred 
thoufand  miles  off*  Agreeabknefs  in  company,^ 
gaiety  and  frivolity,  forrned  the  important  and  fole' 
confideratlons  of  their  lives :  they  were  governed 
like  children,  who  are  extravagantly  fupplied  with 
gewgatvs  to  prevent  their  crying.  If  the  horrors 
which  had^,  two  centuries  before,  laid  wafte  their 
country,  or  thofe  dreadful  periods  when  one  half 
of  the  nation  lilaflacred  the  other  for  fophifms,' 
came  upon  the  carpet,  they,  indeed,  faid,  This  was' 
not  well  done  ;  then  they  fell  a- laughing,  or  fing- 
ing  of  catches. 

In  proportion  as  the  Idkrs  were  polilhed,  agree- 
able,' 
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able,  and  amiable,  it  was  obferved  there  was  a  great" 
er  and  more  fliocking  contrail  between  them  and 
ihofe  who  were  engaged  in  bufmefs. 

Among  the  latter,  or  fuch  as  pretended  fo  to  be, 
there  was  a  gang  of  melancholy  fanatics,  whofe 
abfurdity  and  knavery  divided  their  character, 
whofe  appearance  alone  diffuled  mifery,  and  who 
would  have  overturned  the  world,  had  they  been 
able  to  gain  a  little  credit.  But  the  nation  of  Wlers, 
by  dancing  and  fmging,  forced  them  into  obfcuri-. 
ty  in  their  caverns,  as  the  warbling  birds  drive 
the  creakina  bats  back  to  their  holes  and  ruins. 

o 

A  fmaller  number  of  thofe  who  were  occupied 
were  the  prefervers  of  ancient  barbarous  culfoms, 
againft  which,  nature  terrified,  loudly  exclaimed; 
they  confulted  nothing  but  their  worm-eaten  regif- 
lers.  If  they  there  difcovered  a  foolifh  horrid  cuf- 
tom,  they  confidered  it  as  a  facred  law.  It  was 
from  this  vile  practice  of  not  daring  to  think  for 
ihemfelves,  but  extrading  their  ideas  from  the  ruins 
of  thofe  times  w^hen  no  one  thought  at  all,  that  in 
the  metropolis  of  pleafure  there  (lill  remained  fome 
(hocking  manners.  Hence  it  was  that  there  was 
no  proportion  between  crimes  and  punifliments.  A 
thoufand  deaths  were  fometimes  inflicted  upon  an 
innocent  vidlim,  to  make  him  acknowledge  a  crime 
he  had  not  committed. 

The  extravagancies  of  youth  were  punifhed  witji 
the  fame  feverity  as  murder  or  parricide.  The 
Idlers  fcreamed  loudly  at  thefe  exhibitions,  and  the 
next  day  thought  no  more  about  them,  but  were 
buried  in  the  contemplation  of  fomenewfafhion. 

This  people  faw  a  whole  age  elaple,  in  which  the 
fine  arts  attained  a  degree  of  perfection  that  far 
furpaflfed  the  mod  fanguine  hopes:  foreigners  then 
repaired  thiher,  as  they  did  to  Babyloi^j  tp  a4n)ire 
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the  great  monuments  of  architeQure,  the  wonders 
of  gardening,  the  fublime  efforts  of  fculpture  and 
painting.  They  were  charmed  with  a  fpecies  of  mufic 
that  reached  the  heart  without  aflonifhing:  the  ears. 

True  poetry,  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  is  natural  and 
harmonious,  that  which  addrefles  the  heart  as  well 
as  the  mind,  was  unknown  to  this  nation  before 
this  happy  period.  New  kinds  of  eloquence  dif- 
played  fublime  beauties.  The  theatres  in  particular 
re-echoed  with  mafter-picces  that  no  other  nation 
ever  approached.  In  a  word,  good  taiie  prevailed 
in  every  profeffion,  to  that  degree,  that  there  were 
even  good  writers  among  the  Druids. 

So  many  laurels,  that  had  branched  even  to  the 
fkies,  foon  withered  in  an  exhaufled  foil.  There 
lennined  but  a  very  fmall  number,  whofe  leaves 
were  of  a  pale  dying  verdure.  '1  his  decay  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  facility  of  producing  lazineH! 
preventing  good  produdions,  and  by  a  fatiety 
of  the  brilliant,  and  a  tafte  for  the  whimfical. 
Vanity  protected  arts  that  brought  back  times  of 
barbarity ;  and  this  fame  vanity,  in  pcrfecuting 
real  talents,  forced  them  to  quit  their  country  ;  the 
hornets  banifhed  the  bees. 

There  was  fcarce  any  real  arts,  fcarce  any  real 
genius ;  merit  now  confilled  in  rcafoning  right  or 
wrong  upon  the  merit  of  the  lafl  age.  The  daub- 
er of  a  fign-pofl  criticifed  with  an  air  of  fagacity 
the  works  of  the  greateft  painters  ;  and  the  blotters 
of  paper  disfigured  the  works  of  the  greatefl  writers. 
Ignorance  and  a  bad  tafte  had  other  daubers  in 
their  pay ;  the  fame  things  were  repeated  in  a  hun- 
dred volumes,  under  different  titles.  Every  work 
was  either  a  didionary  or  a  pamphlet.  A  Druid 
gazetteer  wrote  twice  a  week  the  obfcure  auRals  of 
an  unknown  people  pofftfTed  with  the  devil,  and 
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cdeflial  pl-odigies  operated  in  garrets  by  little  beg- 
gars of  both  faxes  :  other  Ex- Druids,  drefled  in 
black,  ready  to  die  with  rage  and  hunger,  fet  forth 
their  complaints  In  a  hundred  different  writings, 
that  they  were  no  longer  allowed  to  cheat  man- 
kind, this  privilege  being  conferred  on  fome  goats 
clad  in  grey;  and  fome  Arch-Druids  were  employ- 
ed in  printing  defamatory  libels. 

Amazan  was  quite  ignorant  of  all  this,  and  even 
if  he  had  been  acquainted  with  it,  he  would  have 
given  himfelf  very  little  concern  about  it,  having  his 
head  filled  with  nothing  but  the  princefs  of  Babylon, 
the  king  of  Egypt,  and  the  inviolable  vow  he  had 
made  to  defpiie  all  female  coquetry,  in  whatever 
country  his  defpair  fhould  drive  him. 

The  gaping  ignorant  mob,  whofe  curlofity  ex- 
ceeds all  the  bounds  of  nature  and  reafon,  for  a 
long  time  thronged  about  his  unicorns ;  the  more 
fenfible  women  forced  open  the  doors  of  his  hotel  to 
contemplate  his  perfon. 

He  at  firfltellified  forne  defire  of  vifiting  thecourt; 
but  fome  of  the  Idlers  who  conilituted  good  com- 
pany, and  cafually  went  thither,  informed  him  that 
it  was  quite  out  of  fafhion,  that  times  were  greatly 
changed,  and  that  all  amufements  were  confined  to 
the  city.  He  was  invited  that  very  night  to  fup 
with  a  lady,  whofe  fenfe  and  talents  had  reached 
foreign  climes,  and  who  had  travelled  in  fome 
countries  through  which  Amazan  had  paiTed.  This 
lady  gave  him  great  pleafure,  as  well  as  the  fociety 
lie  met  at  her  houle.  Here  reigned  a  decent  liber- 
ty, gaiety  without  tumult,  filertce  without  pedantry, 
and  wit  without  afperity.  He  found  that  good  com^ 
pany  was  not  quite  ideal,  though  the  title  was  fre- 
quently ufurped  by  pretenders.  The  next  day  he 
dined  in  a  Ibcieiy  far  lefs  amiable,  but  much  more 
N  n  2  voluptu- 
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voluptuous.  The  more  he  was  fatisfied  with  the 
guefis,  the  more  they  were  pleafed  with  him.  He 
found  his  foul  foften  and  difTolve,  like  the  aroma- 
tics  of  his  countiy,  which  gradually  melt  in  a  mo^ 
derate  heat,a.nd  exhale  in  delhcious  perfumes. 

After  dinner  he  was  conducted  to  a  place  of  pu- 
l)llc  entertainment  which  was  enchanting ;  con- 
dem.ned,  however,  by  the  Druids,  becaufeit  depriv- 
ed them  of  their  auditors,  which  the  moll  excited 
their  jealoufy.  I'he  reprefcntation  here  confifted 
of  agreeable  verfes,  delightful  fongs,  dances  which 
exprefled  the  movements  of  the  foul,  and  perfpec- 
tives  that  charmed  the  ey£  in  deceiving  it.  'Ihis 
kind  of  pafllme,  which  included  fo  many  kinds, 
was  known  only  under  a  foreign  name  ;  it  was  call- 
ed an  Opera,  which  formerly  lignified,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Seven  Mountains,  work,  care,  occu- 
pation, induflry,  enterprize,  bufmefs.  This  bufi- 
nefs  enchanted  him.  A  female  fmger,  in  particu- 
lar, charmed  him  by  her  melodious  voice,  and  the 
graces  that  accompanied  her :  this  girl  of  bufincfs, 
'after  the  performance,  was  introduced  to  him  by 
his  new  friends.  He  prefented  her  with  a  handful 
of  diamonds  ;  for  which  (lie  was  fo  grateful,  that 
Ae  could  not  leave  him  all  the  reft  of  the  day.  He 
fupped  with  her,  and  during  the  repafl  he  forgot 
his  fobrtety ;  and  after  the  repaft  he  alfo  forgot  his 
vow  of  bfeitlg  e\'^r  infenfible  to  beauty,  and  all  the 
bliindiflmients  of  coquetry.  What  an  inftance  of 
hunr<m  frailty  ! 

Tile  beautiful  princefs  of  Babylon  arrived  at  this 
juncture,  with  her  phcenix,  her  chambet-niaid 
Iria,  and  her  tvi^&'hundred  Gangavidian  cavaliers 
mounted  on  their  unicorns.  It  was  a  long  While 
before  the  gates  were  opened.  She  immediately 
afked,  If  the  handfomell,  the  mofl  courageous,  the 
'"  nioft 
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moil  fenfible,  and  the  mofl  faithful  of  men  tvas  ftiil 
in  that  city  ?  The  magiilrates  readily  concluded  that 
(he  meant  Amazan.  She  was  conduced  to  his 
hotel. — How  great  was  the  palpitation  of  her  heart  1 
the  powerful  operation  of  the  tender  paflion  ;  her 
whole  foul  was  penetrated  with  inexpreCible  joy,  to 
fee  once  more  in  her  lover  the  mc-del  of  ccnfiaacy. 
Nothing  could  prevent  her  entering  his  chamber-; 
the  curtains  were  open;  and  fhe  faw  the  beautiful 
Amazan  ileeping  in  the  arms  of  a  handfome  hrii- 
nette.     They  both  flood  in  great  need  of  reft. 

Formofanta  exprelTed  her  grief  with  fuch  fcreams 
as  made  the  houfe  echo,  but  which  could  neither 
wake  her  coufm  nor  the  gu\o^bufi7iefs.  She  fwoon- 
edinto  the  arms  of  Iria.  A.s  foon  as  (he  had  reco- 
vered her  fenfes,  fhe  retired  from  this  fatal  cham- 
ber with  grief  blended  with  rage.  Irla  gained  in- 
telligence of  the  young  lady  who  paffed  luch  fweet 
hours  with  the  handfome  Amazan.  Irla  was  told 
fhe  was  a  girl  of  bxtfinefs.^  very  complaifant,  who 
united  to  h-er  other  talents  that  of  fmging  very 
gracefully.  Oh  !  juft  heaven,  oh  pow^erful  Orol- 
mades !  cried  the  beautiful  princefs  of  Babylon 
bathed  in  tears, By  v/hom,andfor  whom  ami  thus 
betrayed  ?  He  that  could  rejeft  for  my  fake  fo  ma- 
ny princeffes,  to  abandon  me  for  a  flrolling  Gaul ! 
No — I  can  never  furvive  this  alFront. 

Madam,  faid  Irla  to  her,  this  is  the  difpcfitioa 
of  all  young  people,  from  one  end  of  the  world  to 
the  other ;  were  they  enamoured  with  a  beauty 
defcended  from  heaven,  tbey  v^'ouid  at  certain  mo- 
ments be  unfaithful  to  her  for  the  fake  of  an  ale- 
houfe  girl. 

It  is  done,  faid  the  princefs,  I  will  never  fee  him 
again  whilft  1  live :  let  us  depart  this  inilant,  and 
let  the  unicorns  be  harneffed.     The  phc^nix  con^ 

jured 


a  8:6  llie  Princefs  of  Babylon, 

jured  her  to  (lay  at  lead  till  Amazan  awoke,  and 
he  might  fpeak  to  him.  He  does  not  deferve  it, 
faid  the  princefs  ;  you  would  cruelly  oii'end  me ;  he 
"Would  think  that  I  had  defired  you  to  reproach 
him,  and  that  1  am  willing  to  be  reconciled  to  him: 
if  you  love  me,  do  not  add  this  injury  to  the  infuk 
he  has  offered  me.  The  pha^nix,  who  after  all 
owed  his  life  to  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Ba- 
bylon, could  not  difobey  her.  She  fet  out  with  all 
her  attendaints.  Whither  are  you  going,  Madam  ? 
fald  Irla  to  her.  1  do  not  know,  replied  the  prin- 
cefs ;  we  will  take  the  iiril  road  w^e  find  j  provided 
I  fly  from  Amazan  for  ever,  I  am  contented.  The 
phoenix,  who  was  wifer  than  Formofanta,  becaufc 
he  was  divefted  of  pailion,  confoled  her  upon  the 
road.  He  gently  remoiiftratcd  to  her  that, it  was 
fhocking  topunidi  one*s  felf  for  the  faults  of  another; 
that  Amazan  had  given  her  proofs  fuificiently  flrik- 
ing  and  numerous  of  his  fidelity  ;  fo  that  Ihe  fliould 
forgive  him  for  having  forgot  himfelf  for  one  mo- 
ment ;  that  this  was  the  only  one,  in  which  he  had 
been  wanting  of  the  grace  of  Orofmades  ;  that  it 
would  render  him  only  the  more  conftant  in  love 
and  virtue  for  the  future ;  that  the  defire  of  expiat- 
ing his  fault  would  raife  him  beyond  himfelf;  that 
it  would  be  the  means  of  increafing  her  happinefs; 
that  many  great  princefles  before  her  had  forgiven 
fuch  flips,  and  had  no  reafon  to  be  forry  afterwards: 
and  he  was  fo  thoroughly  poffefTed  of  the  art  of 
perfuafion,  that  Formofanta's  mind  grew  more  calm 
and  peaceable ;  f!ie  was  now  forry  flie  had  fet  out 
fo  foon  ;  fhe  thought  her  unicorns  went  too  faff, 
but  file  did  not  dare  return :  great  was  the  confhdt 
between  her  defire  of  forgiving  and  that  of  fliewing 
her  rage,  bctwcf^n  her  love  and  vanity.— However,; 
her  unicorns  purfued  their  pace ;  and  fhe  traverfed 
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the  vvorld,  according  to  the  predidlon  of  her  father's 
oracle. 

When  Amazan  awoke,  he  was  informed  of  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  Formofanta  and  the  phoe- 
nix :  He  was  informed  of  the  rage  and  diftraclion 
of  the  prhiccfs  ;  that  ^-it  had  fworn  never  to  forgive 
him.  Then,  faid  he,  there  is  nothing  left  for  me 
to  do,  but  follow  her,  and  kill  myfelfat  her  feet. 

The  report  of  this  adventure  drew  together  his 
fellive  companions,  who  all  remonftrated  to  him, 
that  he  had  much  better  ilay  with  them  ;  that  no- 
thing could  equal  the  pleafant  life  they  led  in  the 
center  of  arts  and  peaceable  delicate  voluptuouf- 
nefs ;  that  many  Grangers,  and  even  kings,  had  pre- 
ferred fuchan  agreeable  enchanting  repofe,  to  their 
country  and  their  thrones :  moreover,  his  vehicle 
was  broke,  and  that  another  was  makmg  for  him 
according  to  the  newed  falhion  ;  that  the  bell  tai- 
lor of  the  whole  city  had  already  cut  out  for  him 
a  dozen  fuits  in  the  lad  taRe  ;  that  the  mofl  vivaci- 
ous and  mod  amiable  ladies  in  the  whole  city,  at 
whofe  houfes  dramatic  performances  were  reprefent- 
ed,  had  each  appointed  a  day  to  give  him  a  regale. 
The  girl  of  bulinefs  was  in  the  mean  while  drink- 
ing her  chocolate  at  her  toilet,  laughing,  ^mg" 
ing,  and  ogling  the  beautiful  Amazan,  who  by 
this  time  perceived  fhe  had  no  more  fenfe  than  a 
goofe. 

A  fmcerity,  cordiality,  and  franknefs  as  well  as 
magnanimity  and  courage,  condituted  the  charac- 
ter of  this  great  prince  ;  he  related  his  travels  and 
misfortunes  to  his  friends.  They  knew  that  he 
was  coudn-german  to  the  princefs ;  they  were  in- 
formed of  the  fatal  kifs  die  had  given  the  king  of 
Egypt.  Such  little  tricks,  faid  they,  are  forgiven 
between  relations,  otherwife  one's  whole  life  would 

pafs 


^t^  The  Pr'mcefs  oi Babylon. 

pais  in  perpetual  uneafmefs.  Nothing  could  (hake 
his  defign  of  purfuing  Formofanta ;  but  his  car- 
riage was  not  ready,  and  he  was  compelled  co  re- 
main three  days  among  the  Idlers,  in  feafting  and 
paftimes :  he,  at  length,  took  his  leave  of  them,  in 
embracing  them,  and  making  them  accept  of  the 
diamonds  of  his  country  that  were  the  beft  moun. 
ted,  and  recommending  to  them  a  confiant  purfuit 
of  frivolity  and  pleafure,  fmce  they  were  thereby 
more  agreeable  and  happy.  'We  Germans,  faid 
he,  are  the  grey>heads  of  Europe  ;  the  people  of 
Albion  are  men  formed ;  the  inhabitats  of  Gaul 
9re  the  children,  and  I  love  to  play  with  children, 

§    n. 

His  guides  had  no  difficulty  in  following  the 
route  the  princefs  had  taken ;  there  was  nothing 
clfe  talked  of  but  her  and  her  Jarge  bird.  All  the 
inhabitants  were  ftill  in  a  (late  of  iafcination.  The 
people  of  Dalmatia  and  the  Mark  of  Ancona  were 
lately  furprifed  in  a  manner  lefs  agreeable,  when 
they  faw  a  houfe  fly  in  the  air ;  the  banks  of  the 
I^oire,  of  the  Dordogne,  the  Garonne,  and  the  Gi- 
ronde,  dill  echoed  with  acclamations. 

When  Amazan  reached  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees, 
the  magiftrates  and  Druids  of  the  country  made 
him  dance  whether  he  would  or  not,  a  Jamboiirin  / 
but  as  foon  as  he  cleared  the  Pyrenees,  nothing 
prefented  itfelf  that  was  cither  gay  or  joyous.  If 
he  here  and  there  heard  a  pcafant  fmg,  it  was  a 
doleful  ditty  :  the  inhabitants  (talked  with  much 
gravity,  having  a  few  ftrung  beads  and  a  girted 
poniard.  The  nation,  cloathed  in  black,  appeared 
to  be  in  mourning.  If  Amazan's  lervants  aiked 
paffengers  any  queflions,  they  were  anfwered  by 

figns  J 
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figns ;  if  they  went  Into  an  inn,  the  hoft  acquaint- 
ed his  guefts  in  three  words,  that  there  was  nothing 
in  the  houfe ;  but  that  the  things  they  fo  prefFmg- 
ly  wanted,  might  be  fetched  a  few  miles  otF. 

When  thofe  votaries  to  taciturnity  were  aiked  if 
they  had  feen  the  beautiful  princefs  of  Babylon 
pafs,  they  anfwered  with  lefs  brevity  than  ufual. 
We  have  feen  her  ;  fhe  is  not  fo  handfome  ;  there 
are  no  beauties  that  are  not  tawny ;  fhe  difplays  a 
bofom  of  alabafter,  which  is  the  mod  difgufling 
thing  in  the  w^orld,  and  which  is  fcarce  known  in 

our  ciirhate.  ,1 < 

Amazan  advanced  towards  the  province  water^ 
ed  by  the  Betis.    The  Tyrians  had  not  difcovered 
this  country  above  twelve  thoufand  years,  about  the 
time  they  difcOvered  the  great  Atlantlde  Ifle,  in- 
undated  fo  many   centuries  aftsr.    The   Tyrians 
cultivated  Betica,  which  the  natives  of  the  country 
had  never  done,  being  of  opinion  that  it  was  not 
their  place  to  meddle   with  any  thing,   and  that 
their  neighbours  the  Gauls  fhould  come  and  culti- 
vate thtir  lands.      The  Tyrians  had  brought  with 
them  fome  Paleftines,  who,  from  that  time,  wan- 
dered through  every  clime  where  money  was  to  be 
got.     The  Paleftines,  by  extraordinary  ufury,   at 
fifty  per  cent,  had  poffeffed  themfelves  of  almoft  all 
the  riches  of  the  country.     This   riiade  the  people 
of  Betica  imagine  the  Paleftines   were  forcerers  ; 
and  all  thofe  who  were  accufed  of  witchcraft  were 
burnt  without  mercy  by  a  company  of  Druids,  who 
were  called  the  Inquifitors,   or  the  Antbropokaies. 
Thefe  priefts  immediately  put  them  in  a  mafquerade 
habit,  feized  upon  their  effects,  and  devoutly  re- 
peated the  Paleftines  own  prayers,  whilft  they  were 
baking  by  a  flow  fire,  por  ramor  de  Dm. 

The  princefs  of  Babylon  alighted  in   that  city 
Vol.  I.  I         O  o  which 
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which  has  fince  been  called  Sevilla.  Her  defigrt 
was  to  embark  upon  the  Betis  to  return  by  Tyre 
to  Babylon,  and  fee, again  king  Belus  her  father  j 
and  forget,  if  poiTible,  her  perfidious  lover,  or  at 
lead  to  aik  him  in  marriage.  She  fent  for  two  Pale- 
llines,  who  tranfadted  all  the  bufmefs  of  the  court. 
They  were  to  furnifli  her  with  three  fliips.  The 
phoenix  made  all  the  neceffary  contracts  with  them, 
and  fettled  the  price  after  fome  little  difpute. 

The  hoflefs  was  a  great  devotee,  and  her  huf- 
band,  who  was  no  lefs  religious,  was  a  Familiar  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  a  fpy  of  the  Druid  Inquifitors  An- 
ibropokaies.  He  failed  not  to  inform  them,  that  in 
his  houfe  was  a  Sorcerefs  and  two  Paleftines,  who 
were  entering  into  a  compa£l  with  the  devil,  dif- 
guifed  like  a  large  gilt  bird.  The  Inquifitors  ha- 
ting learned  that  the  lady  was  poflelTed  of  a  large 
quantify  of  diamonds,  fwore  point  blank  that  (he 
was  a  Sorcerefs :  they  waited  till  night  to  imprifon 
the  two  hundred  cavaliers  and  the  unicorns,  which 
flept  in  very  extenfive  flables ;  for  the  Inquifitors 
are  cowards. 

Having  flrongly  barricaded  the  gates,  they  feized 
the  princefs  and  Jrla  ;  but  they  could  not  catch  the 
phoenix,  who  flew  away  with  great  fwiftnefs  ;  he 
did  not  doubt  of  meeting  with  Amazan  upon  the 
road  from  Gaul  to  Sevilla. 

He  met  him  upon  the  frontiers  of  Betlca,  and 
acquainted  him  with  the  difafter  that  had  befallen 
the  princefs.  Amazan  was  (truck  fpeechlefs  with 
rage ;  he  armed  himfelf  with  a  fteel  cuirafs  damaf- 
quined  with  gold,  a  lance  twelve  feet  long,  two 
javelins,  and  an  edged  fword  called  the  Thunderer, 
which  at  one  fingle  ftroke  would  rend  trees,  rocks, 
and  Druids  ;  he  covered  his  beautiful  head  with  a: 
golden  cafque,  fHaded  with  heron  and  oftrich  fea- 
thers. 
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ihers.—  -This  was  the  ancient  armour  of  Magogj 
which  his  lifter  Aldea  gave  him  when  upon  his 
journey  in  Scythia.  Ihe  few  attendants  he  had 
with  him  all  mounted  their  unicorns. 

Amazan,  in  embracing  his  dear  phoenix,  uttered 
only  thefe  melancholy  expreffions :  I  am  guilty  ! 
Had  I  not  flept  with  a  girl  of  bufmefs  in  the  city  of 
the  Idlers,  the  princefs  of  Babylon  would  not  have 
been  in  this  alarming  fituation  ;  let  us  fly  to  the 
Anthropokaies,  He  prefently  entered  Sevilla.  Fif- 
teen hundred  Alguazils  guarded  the  gates  of  the 
inclofure  in  which  the  two  hundred  Gangarids  and 
their  unicorns  were  Ihut  up,  without  being  allowed 
any  thing  to  eat :  all  the  neceflary  preparations 
were  making  for  the  facrifice  of  the  princefs  of  Ba- 
bylon, her  chamber-maid  Irla,  and  the  two  rich  Pa- 
leftines. 

The  high  Anthropokaie,  furrounded  by  his  fubal- 
tern  Anthropokaies,  was  already  feared  upon  his  fa- 
cred  tribunal :  a  crowd  of  Sevillians,  wearing 
ftrung  beads  at  their  girdles,  joined  their  two  hands 
without  uttering  a  fyliablc ;  when  the  beautiful 
Princefs,  Irla,  and  the  two  Paleftines,  were  brought 
forth  with  their  hands  tied  behind  their  back,  and 
drefled  in  mafquerade  habits. 

The  phoenix  entered  the  prifon  by  a  dormer  win- 
dow, whilft  the  Gangarids  had  begun  to  break  open 
the  doors.  The  invincible  Amazan  fliattered  them 
without.  They  fallied  forth  all  armed  upon  their 
unicorns,  and  Amazan  put  himfelf  at  their  head. 
He  had  no  difficulty  in  overthrowing  the  Alguazils, 
the  Familiars,  or  the  priefts  called  Ajitbropokaies  ; 
each  unicorn  pierced  dozens  at  a  time.  The  thun- 
dering Amazan  cut  to  pieces  all  he  met ;  the  people 
flew  away  in  black  cloaks  and  dirty  frize,  always 
O  o  2  keeping 
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keeping  faft  hold  of  their  bled  beads  por  I'arjwr  de 
Dios, 

Amazan  collared  the  high  Inquifitor  upon  his 
tribunal,  and  threw  him  upon  the  pile,  which  was 
prepared  about  forty  paces  diftant ;  and  he  alfo  call 
upon  it  the  other  Inquifitors,  one  after  the  other. 
He  then  proflrated  himfelf  at  Formofanta's  feetl 
Ah  !  how  amiable  are  you,  faid  fhc  ;  and  how  I 
fhould  adore  you,  if  you  had  not  been  faithlefs  to 
me  with  a  girl  of  hufaiefs  I 

Whilft  Amazan  was  making  his  peace  with  the 
princefs,  whilft  his  Gangarids  caft  upon  the  pile 
the  bodies  of  all  the  Anthropokaies^  and  the  flames 
afcended  to  the  clouds,  Amazan  faw  an  army  that 
approached  him  at  a  diftan4:e.  An  aged  monarch 
with  a  crown  upon  his  head  advanced  upon  a  car, 
drawn  by  eight  mules,  harneffed  with  ropes  ;  an 
hundred  other  cars  followed.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  grave  looking  men  in  black  cloaks  or 
frize,  mounted  upon  very  fine  horfes ;  a  multitude 
of  people,  with  greafy  hair,  followed  filently  on 
foot. 

Amazan  immediately  drew  up  his  Gangarids  a- 
bout  him,  and  advanced  with  his  lance  couched. 
As  foon  as  the  king  perceived  him,  he  took  off  his 
crown,  alighted  from  his  car,  and  embraced  Ama- 
zan's  ftirrup,  faying  to  him  :  Man,  fent  by  the  gods, 
you  are  the  avenger  of  human  kind,  the  deliverer 
of  my  country.  Thefe  facred  monfters,  of  which 
you  have  purged  the  earth,  were  my  mafters,  in  the 
name  of  the  Old  Man  of  the  Seven  Mountains :  I 
was  forced  to  fufTer  their  criminal  power.  My  peo- 
ple would  have  defertcd  me,  if  I  had  only  been  in- 
clined to  moderate  their  abominable  crimes.  From 
this  moment  I  breatjie,  1  reign,  and  am  indebted 
to  you  for  it. 

He 
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He  afterwards  refpedfully  kifled  Formolanta's 
hand,  and  entreated  her  to  get  into  his  coach  (drawn 
}^y  fix  mules)  with  Amazan,  Irla,  and  the  phoenix. 
The  two  PaleRine  bankers,  who  flill  remained  pro- 
Urate  on  the  ground  through  fear  and  acknow- 
ledgment, now  raifed  their  heads  ;  and  the  troop 
of  unicorns  followed  the  king  of  Betica  into  his 
palace. 

As  the  dignity  of  a  king  who  reigned  over  a 
people  of  charaiiterillic  brevity,  required  that  his 
mules  fhould  go  at  a  very  flow  pace,  Amazan  and 
Formofanta  had  time  to  relate  to  him  their  adven- 
tures. He  alio  converfed  with  the  phcenix,  admir- 
ing and  frequently  embracing  him.  He  eafily 
comprehended  how  brutal  and  barbarous  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Weft  fhould  be  confidered,  who  ate  a- 
nimals,  and  did  not  underftand  their  language ; 
that  the  Gangarids  alone  had  preferved  the  nature 
^nd  dignity  of  primitive  man  j  but  he  particularly 
agreed,  that  the  moft  barbarous  of  mortals  were  the 
Anthropoka'tes,  of  whom  Amazan  had  juft  purged 
the  earth.  He  incelTantiy  bleffed  and  thanked  him. 
The  beautiful  Formofanta  had  already  forgot  the 
girl  of  buftnefs^  and  had  her  foul  filled  with  nothing 
but  the  valour  of  the  hero  who  had  preferved  her 
life.  Amazan  being  acquainted  with  the  innocence 
of  the  embrace  (he  had  given  the  king  of  Egypt, 
and  the  refurredion  of  the  phoenix,  tafted  the 
pureft  joy,  and  was  intoxicated  with  the  moft 
violent  love. 

They  dined  at  the  palace,  but  had  a  very  indif- 
ferent repaft.  The  cooks  of  Betica  were  the  worft 
in  Europe.  Amazan  advifed  the  king  to  fend  for 
fome  froni  Gaul.  The  king's  muficians  performed, 
during  the^'epaft,  that  celebrated  air  which  has  fmce 

been 
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been  called  the  Follies  of  Spain,     After  dinner  maN 
ters  of  bufinefs  came  upon  the  carpet. 

The  king  enquired  of  the  handfome  Amazan, 
the  beautiful  Formofanta,  and  the  charming  phoe- 
nix, what  they  propofed  doing.  For  my  part,  faid 
Amazan,  my  intention  is  to  return  to  Babylon,  of 
which  I  am  the  prefumptive  heir,  and  to  requeft  of 
my  uncle  Belus  my  coufin-german,  the  incompa- 
rable Formofanta,  unlefs  fhe  would  rather  chufe  to 
live  with  me  among  the  Gangarids. 

My  defign  certainly  is,  faid  the  princefs,  never  to 
feparate  from  my  coufm-german.  But  I  imagine 
he  will  agree  with  me,  that  I  Ihould  return  firll  to 
my  father,  becaufe  he  only  gave  me  leave  to  go  up- 
on a  pilgrimage  to  Baflbra,  and  I  have  wandered 
all  over  the  world.  For  my  part,  faid  the  phoenix, 
I  will  every  where  follow  thefe  two  tender  generous 
lovers. 

You  are  in  the  right,  faid  the  king  of  Betica  5 
but  your  return  to  Babylon  is  not  fo  eafy  as  yoa 
may  imagine.  I  receive  daily  intelligence  from 
that  country  by  Tyrian  fliips,  and  my  Paleftine 
bankers,  who  keep  a  correfpondence  with  all  the 
people  of  the  earth.  The  people  are  all  in  arms 
towards  the  Euphrates  and  the  Nile.  The  king  of 
Scythia  claims  the  inheritance  of  his  wife,  at  the 
head  of  three  hundred  thoufand  warriors  on  horfe- 
back.  The  kings  of  Egypt  and  India  are  alfo  lay- 
ing wafte  the  banks  of  the  Tygris  and  the  Euphra- 
tes, each  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
men,  to  revenge  themfelves  for  being  laughed  at. 
"VVhilft  the  king  of  Egypt  is  abfent  from  his  coun- 
try,  his  foe  the  king  of  Ethiopia  is  ravaging  Egypt 
with  three  hundred  thoufand  men ;  and  the  king 
pf  Babylon  has  as  yet  only  fix  hundred  thoufand 
cien  to  defend  himfelf. 

'  I  ac- 
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.  I  acknowledge  to  you,  continued  the  king,  when 
I  hear  of  thofe  prodigious  armies  which  are  difem- 
bogued  from  the  Ea(t,  and  their  aftonifhing  magni- 
ficence ;  when  I  compare  them  to  my  trifling  bo- 
dies of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  foldiers,  which  it 
is  fo  difficult  to  clothe  and  nourifh  ;  I  am  inclined 
to  think  the  f^aflqrn  fubfifled  long  before  the 
Weilern  hemifphere.  It  fliould  feem  that  we  fprung 
only  yeiterday  from  chaos  and  barbarity. 

Sire,  faid  Amazan,  the  lad  comers  frequently 
outftrip  thofe  who  firfl  began  the  career.  It  is 
thought  in  my  country  that  man  was  firfl  created 
in  India  ;  but  this  I  am  not  certain  of. 

And,  faid  the  king  of  Betica  to  the  phoenix, 
what  do  you  think  ?  Sire ,  replied  the  phoenix,  I  am 
as  yet  too  young,  to  have  any  knowledge  concern- 
ing antiquity.  I  have  Uved  only  about  twenty-fe- 
ven  thoufand  years  ;  but  my  father,  who  had  lived 
five  times  that  age,  told  me  he  had  learnt  from  his 
father,  that  the  countries  of  the  Eafl  had  always 
been  more  populous  and  richer  than  the  others.  It 
had  been  tranfmitted  to  him  from  his  anceflors, 
that  the  generation  of  all  animals  had  begun  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges.  For  my  part,  faid  he, 
I  have  not  the  vanity  to  be  of  this  opinion.  I  can- 
not believe  that  the  foxes  of  Albion,  the  marmots^ 
of  the  Alps,  and  the  wolves  of  Gaul,  are  defcended 
from  my  country  :  in  the  like  manner,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  firs  and  oaks  of  your  country  defcend- 
ed from  the  palm  and  cocoa  trees  of  India. 

But  whence  are  we  defcended,  then  ?  faid  the 
king,  I  do  not  know,  faid  the  phoenix  ;  all  I  want 
to  know  is,  whither  the  beautiful  princefs  of  Ba- 
bylon and  my  dear  Amazan  may  repair.  I  very 
much  queftion,  faid  the  king,  whether  with  his  two 
hundred  unicorns  he  will  be  able  to  deftroy  fo  ma- 
ny 
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ny  armies  of  three  hundred  thoufand  men  eachV 
Why  not  ?  faid  Amazan. 

I'he  king  of  Betica  felt  the  force  of  this  fublime* 
quellion,  Why  riot  ?  but  he  imagined  fublimity  a- 
lone  was  not  fufficient  againft  innumerable  armies. 
I  advife  you, laid  he,  to  feek  the  king  of  Ethiopia  ; 
I  am  related  to  that  black  prince  throitgh  my  Pale- 
flines.  I  will  give  you  recommendatory  letters  to 
him  :  as  he  is  at  enmity  with  the  king  of  Egypt,' 
he  will  be  but  too  happy  to  be  ftrengthened  by 
your  alliance.  I  can  aflifl:  you  with  two  thoufand 
fober  brave  men  ;  and  it  will  depend  upon  yourfelf 
to  engage  as  many  more  of  the  people  who  refide, 
or  rather  fkip  about  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees,  and 
who  are  called  Vafques  or  Vafcons.  Send  one  of 
your  warriors  Upon  an  unicorn  with  a  few  dia- 
monds, there  is  not  a  Vafcon  that  will  not  quit  the 
caftle,  that  is,  the  thatched'  cottnge  of  his  father,  to' 
ferve  you.  They  are  indefatigable,  courageous, 
and  agreeable ;  and  whilft  you  wait  their  arrival," 
we  will  give  you  feftivals,  and  prepare  your  fhips.' 
I  cannot  too  much  acknowledge  the  fervice  you 
have  done  me. 

Amazan  enjoyed  th'e  happinefs  of  having  reco- 
vered Formofanta,  and  tafted  in  tranquillity  her 
Conveffation,  and  all  the  charms  of  reconciled  love, 
which  are  ahnoft  equal  to  growing  pafiion. 

A  troop  of  proud  joyous  Vafc^ons  foon  arrived, 
dancing  a  tambourin.  I'he  other  haughty  grave 
troop  of  Beticans  were  ready.  The  old  fun-burnt 
king  tenderly  embraced  the  two  lovers ;  he  fent 
great  quantities  of  arms,  beds,  chefts,  boards,  black' 
cloaths,  onions,  fheep,  fowls,  flour,  and  particular- 
ly garlx,  on  board  thfe  (hips,  in  wifhing  them  a 
happy  voyage,  wariable  love,  and  many  vii^lories. 
The  fleet  approached  the  fliore,  where  it  is  faid 

that 
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that  many  ao;es  after,  the  Phsenician  lady  Dido, 
fider  to  one  Pygmalion,  and  wife  to  one  SicheuSj 
having  left,  the  city  of  Tyre,  came  and  founded  the 
Tuperb  city  of  Carthage,  in  cutting  a  buli's  hide 
into  thongs,  according  to  the  teiUmony  of  the 
graved  authors  of  antiquity,  v^ho  never  related 
fables,  and  according  to  the  profeflbrs  who  have 
written  for  young  boys ;  though,  after  all,  there 
never  was  a  perfon  at  Ty^^e  named  Pygmalion,  Di- 
do, or  Sicheus,  which  names  are  entirely  Greek  ; 
and  though,  in  line,  there  was  no  king  in  Tyre  in 
thofe  times. 

Proud  Carthage  was  not  then  a  fea-port ;  there 
were  at  that  time  only  a  few  Numidians  there,  who 
dried  fiOi  in  the  iun  They  coalled  along  Biza- 
-cenes,  the  Syr^bes,  the  fertile  bn.aks  where  fince 
arofe  Gyrene  and  the  great  Cherfonefe. 

They  at  length  arrived  towards  the  firft  mouth  of 
the  facred  Nile.  It  was  at  the  extremity  of  this 
fertile  land  that  the  Ships  of  all  commercial  nations 
were  already  received  in  the  port  of  Canope,  with- 
out knowing  w^hether  the  god  Canope  had  founded 
this  port,  or  whether  the  inhabitants  had  manufac- 
tured the  god ;  whether  the  flar  Canope  had  giveri 
its  name  to  the  city,  or  whether  the  city  held  be- 
flowed  it  upon  the  ftar :  all  that  was  known  of  this 
matter  was,  the  city  and  the  ilar  were  both  very 
ancient;  and.  this  is  all  that  can  be  known  of  the 
origin  of  things,  of  what  nature  foeyer  they  may 
be. 

It  was  here  that  the  king  of  Ethiopia,  having 
ravaged  all  Egypt,  faw  the  invincible  Amazan  and 
the  adorable  Formofanta  come  on  fhore.  He  took 
one  for  the  god  of  war,  and  the  other  for  the  god- 
defs  of  beauty.  Amazan  prefented  to  him  the  let- 
ter of  recommendation  from  the  king  of  Spain.  The 
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king  of  Ethiopia  immediately  entertained  them 
with  fome  admirable  fefliyals,  according  to  the 
indifpenfable  cuflom  of  heroic  times.  They  then 
conferred  about  their  expedition  to  exterminate  the 
three  hundred  thoufand  men  of  the  king  of  Egypt, 
the  three  hundred  thoufand  of  the  emperor  of  the 
Indies,  and  the  three  hundred  thoufand  of  the  great 
Kan  of  the  Scythians,  who  laid  fiege  to  the  im- 
menfe,  proud,  voluptuous  city  of  Babylon, 

The  two  hundred  Spaniards  whom  Amazan  had 
brought  with  him,  faid,  that  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  king  of  Ethiopia's  fuccouring  Babylon  j 
that  it  was  fufficient  their  king  had  ordered  them  to 
go  and  deliver  it ;  and  that  they  were  formidable 
enough  for  this  expedition. 

The  Vafcons  faid,  they  had  perforrped  many  o- 
ther  exploits  ;  that  they  would  alone  defeat  the 
Egyptians,  the  Indians,  and  the  Scythians ;  and 
that  they  would  not  march  with  the  Spaniards  un- 
lefs  thefe  were  in  the  rear-guard. 

The  two  hundred  Gangarids  could  not  refrain 
from  laughing  at  the  pretenfions  of  their  allies,  and 
they  maintained,  that  with  only  one  hundred  uni- 
f:orns  they  could  put  to  flight  all  the  kings  of  the 
earth.  1  he  beautiful  Formofanta  appealed  them 
by  her  prudence,  and  by  her  enchanting  difcourfe. 
Amazan  prefcnted  to  the  black  monarch  his  Gan- 
garids, his  unicorns,  his  Spaniards,  his  Vafcons, 
and  his  beautiful  bird. 

Every  thing  was  foon  ready  to  march  by  Mem- 
phis, Heliopoiis,  Arfmoe,  Petra,  Artemitis,  Sora, 
and  Apameus,  to  attack  the  three  kings,  and  to 
profecute  this  memorable  war,  before  which  all  the 
wars  ever  waged  by  man,  were  nothing  more  thai^ 
mere  cock-fights. 
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Every  one  knows  how  the  kin^r  of  Ethiopia  be- 
came enamoured  with  the  beautiful  Formofanta, 
and  how  he  furprized  her  in  bed  when  a  gentle 
deep  clofed  her  long  eye  laflies.  We  remember 
that  Amazan,  a  witnefs  of  this  fpeclacle,  thought 
he  faw  day  and  night  in  bed  together.  It  is  no 
fecret  that  Amazan,  enraged  at  theinfult,  drew  his 
thundring  fword,  with  which  he  cut  off  the  perverfe 
head  of  the  infolent  negro,  and  drove  all  the  Ethi^ 
opians  outof  Egypt.— Are  not  thefe  prodigies  writ- 
ten in  the  book  of  the  Chronicles  of  Egypt  ?  Fame 
has  with  her  hundred  tongues  proclaimed  the  vic- 
tories he  gained  over  the  three  kings  with  his  Spa- 
niards, his  Vafcons,  and  his  unicorns.  He  reftor- 
ed  the  beautiful  Formofanta  to  her  father.  He  fet 
at  liberty  all  his  miilrefs's  train,  whom  the  king  of 
Egypt  had  reduced  to  flavery.  The  great  Kan  of 
the  Scythians  declared  himfelf  his  vaffal ;  and  his 
marriage  was  confirmed  with  princefs  Aldea.  The 
invincible  and  generous  Amazan,  acknowledged 
the  heir  of  the  kingdom  of  Babylon,  entered  the 
city  in  triumph  with  the  phoenix,  in  the  prefence 
of  a  hundred  tributary  kings.  The  feftival  of  his 
marriage  far  furpaifed  that  which  king  Belus  had 
given.  The  bull  Apis  was  ferved  up  roafled  at 
table.  The  kings  of  Egypt  and  India  were  cup- 
bearers to  the  married  pair ;  and  thefe  nuptials 
were  celebrated  by  five  hundred  capital  poets  of 
Babylon. 

Oh  !  Mufes,  who  are  conftantly  invoked  at  the 
beginning  of  a  work,  I  only  implore  you  at  the 
end.  It  is  needlefs  to  reproach  me  with  fayinp; 
grace,  without  having  faid  benedicite.  But,  Mufes! 
you  will  not  be  lefs  my  patroneifes.  Prevent,  I 
befeech  you,   any  fupplimental  fcribblers  fpoiling, 
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by  their  fables,  the  truths  which  I  have  taugfit' 
mortals  in  this  faithful  narrative;  in  the  manner 
they  have  falfified  Candick,  L'Ingenu,  and  the 
chaile  adventures  of  the  chafte  Jane,  which  have 
been  disfigured  by  an  Ex-Capuchin,  in  verfes  wor« 
thy.  of  Capuchins,  in  the  Batavian  editions.  May 
jthey  not  do  this  injury  to  my  typographid-,  who 
has  a  numerous  fainiiy,  and  who  is  ibarce  capable 
to  obtain  types,  paper,  and  ink. 

Oh  !  Mufes,  impofe  fiience  upon  the  detefiabfe 
Goge,  chattering  profefTor  of  the  college  of  Maza- 
rin,  who,  not  contented  with  the  moral  difcourles 
of  Belifarius  and  the  emperor  Jullinian,  has  written 
yije  defamatory  libels  againft  thefe  two  great 
men. 

Gag  that  pedant  Larcher,  who,  tho'  entirely  ig- 
norant o[  the  ancient  Babylonian  tongue,  without 
ever  having  travelled,  as  I' have,  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris,  has  had  the  impu- 
dence ro  maintain,  that  the  beautiful  Formofanta, 
daughter  to  the  gr^aiefl  king  in.  the  world,  and 
princcls  Aldeay  and  all  the  women  of  this  refpeda- 
ble  court,  proftituted  themfelves  to  the  grooms  of 
-Afia  for  money,  in  the  great  temple  of  Babylon. 
This  college  libertine,  the  declared  ioe,  of  you  and 
ihame,  acciifes  the  beautiful  Egyptians  of  Mendej, 
of  being  enamoured  with  nothing  but  goats ;  fe- 
eretly  propofmg  to  himfelf,  from  this  example,  ta 
make  a  tour  to  Egypt,  and  have  fome  agreeable.; 
intrigues. 

Being  as  little  acquainted  with  modern  hiftory  a& 
antiquity,  he  infinuates,  in  order  to  ingratiate  him- 
felf with  fome  old  dow^ager,  that  our  incomparable 
Ninor^  lay  at  the  age  of  fourfcore,  with  the  Abbe 
Gedouin,  member  of  the  French   academy,  and 
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that  of  Infcriptions  and  Belies  Lettres.  He  never 
heard  of  the  Abbe  Chateauneuf,  whom  he  takes  for 
the  Abbe  Gedouin.  He  is  as  little  acqaaiiited  with 
Ninon  as  he  is  with  the  ladies  of  Babylon. 

Mufes,  daughters  of  heaven,  your  foe  Larcher 
goes  dill  farther;  he  pens  long  eulogiums  in  favour 
of  pederaily,  and  has  the  infoience  to  fay,  that  all 
the  Bambins  of  my  country  are  addicted  to  this  in- 
famous pra6:ice.  He  thinks  to  efcape  by  encreaf- 
ing  the  number  of  the  guilty. 

Chafte  and  noble  Mufes,  who  equally  detefl  pe- 
dantry, and  pederaily,  proted  me  againft  M.  Lar- 
cher ! 

And  you,  Mr  Aliboron,  whocall  yourfelf  Freron^ 
as  you  formerly  did  a  Jeiliit;  you,  whofe  ParnafTus 
is  fometii'nes  at  the  Btffetre,  and  fomedmes  at  the 
corner  alehoufe ;  you,  who  have  received  fo  much 
juftice  upon  all  the  ft  ages  of  Europe,  in  the  decent 
comedy  of  the  Ecoffaife;  you,  the  worthy  fon  of  the 
prieft  Desfontaines,  the  offspring  of  his  amours  with 
thofe  beautiful  children  who  carry  an  iron,  and  are 
blind-folded  like  the  fon  of  Venus,  and  who  like 
him  fly  into  the  air^  though  they  never  go  beyond 
the  tops  of  chimneys  ;  my  dear  Aliboron,  for  whomt 
I  always  entertained  fo  much  affeftion,  and  who 
made  me  laugh  for  a  month  incelTantly  at  the  time 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Eco/faife  ;  I  recommend 
to  you  my  Princefs  of  Babylon :  fay  every  thing 
you  can  againfl  it,  that  it  may  be  read. 

I  fhall  not  here  forget  you,  Ecclefiaftical  Gazet- 
teer, iiluftrious  orator  of  the  Convulfionnairei^  father 
of  the  church  founded  by  the  Abbe  Becherand  and 
Abraham  Chaumeix ;  fail  not  to  fay  in  your  writ- 
ings, equally  pious,  eloquent,  and  fenfible  that  the 
Princefs  of  Babylon  is  a  heretic,  a  deiil,  and  an 
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atheift.  But  above  all,  endeavour  to  prevail  upon 
the  Sieur  Riballier  to  have  the  Princefs  of  Babylon 
condemned  by  the  Sorbonne :  you  will,  thereby, 
afford  my  bookfeller  much  pleafure,  to  whom  I 
have  given  this  little  hiflory  for  his  new  year's 
gift. 
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OR, 

HUMAN  WISDOM. 


MEMNON  one  day  took  it  into  his  head  t© 
become  a  great  philofopher.  There  are 
few  men  who  have  not,  at  fome  time  or  other, 
conceived  the  fame  wild  project.  Says  Memnon  to 
himfelf.  To  be  a  perfect  philofopher,  and  of  courfe 
to  be  perfectly  happy,  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  t© 
diveft  myfelf  entirely  of  paflions  ;  and  nothing  is 
more  eafy,  as  every  body  knows.  In  the  firfl  place^ 
I  will  never  be  in  love  ;  for,  when  I  fee  a  beautiful 
woman,  I  will  fay  to  myfelf,  Thefe  cheeks  will  one 
day  grow  wrinkled,  thefe  eyes  be  encircled  with 
vermiHon,  that  bofom  become  flabby  and  pendant, 
that  head  bald  and  palfied.  Now  1  have  only  to 
confider  her  at  prefent  in  imagination,  as  fhe  will 
afterwards  appear  ;  and  certainly  a  fair  face  will  ne- 
ver turn  my  head. 

In  the  fecond  place,  I  will  be  always  temperate. 
It  will  be  in  vain  to  tempt  me  with  good  cheer,  with 
delicious  wines,  or  the  charms  of  fociety.  I  will 
have  only  to  figure  to  myfelf  the  confequences  of 
excefs,  an  aching  head,  a  loathing  flomach,  the  lofs 
of  reafon,  of  health,  and  of  time  :  I  will  then  only 
eat  to  fupply  the  wade  of  nature  ;  my  health  will 
t)e  always  equal,  my  ideas  pure  and  luminous.   All 
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this  is  fo  eafy  that  there  is  no  merit  in  accomplifh- 
ing  it. 

But,  fays  Mernn^n,  I  muft  think  a  little  of  how 
I  am  to  regulate  my  fortune  :  why,  my  defires  are 
moderate,  my  wealth  is  fecurely  placed  with  the 
Receiver  General  of  the  finances  of  Nineveh  ;  I 
have  wherewithal  to  live  independent ;  and  that  ij 
the  greatefl:  of  blefiings.  1  fhall  never  be  under  the 
cruel  neceffity  of  dancing  attendance  at  court ;  I 
will  never  envy  any  one,  and  no  body  wi41  envy  me  : 
ilill  all  this  is  eafy.  I  have  friends,  continued  he, 
and  I  will  preferve  them,  for  we  fhall  never  have 
any  difference  ;  I  will  never  take  amifs  any  thing 
they  may  fay  or  do  ;  and  they  will  behave  in  the 
fame  way  to  me. — —There  is  no  difficulty  in  all 
this. 

Having  thus  laid  his  little  plan  of  philofophy  in 
his  clofet,  Memnon  put  his  head  out  of  the  window. 
He  faw  two  women  walking  under  the  plane  trees 
tiear  his  houfe.  The  oue  WuS  old,  and  appeared 
quite  at  her  e?.fe.  The  other  was  young,  handfome, 
and  feenjingiy  much  agitated :  (he  fighed,  fhe 
Wept,  and  feemed  on  that  account  ftill  more  beau- 
tiful. Our  philofopher  was  touched,  not,  to  be 
jfure,  with  the  beauty  of  the  lady,  (he  was  too  much 
determined  not  to  feel  any  uneafmefs  of  that  kind) 
but  with  the  diftrefs  which  he  faw  her  in.— He  came 
down  flairs  and  accofted  the  young  Ninevite  in  the 
defign  of  confoling  her  with  philofophy.  That 
lovely  perfon  related  to  him,  with  an  air  of  the 
greatefl  fimplicity,  and  in  the  mofl  affe£ling  man- 
ner, the  injuries  fhe  fuflained  from  an  imaginary 
tmcle ;  with  what  art  he  had  deprived  her  of  fome 
imaginary  property,  and  of  the  violence  which  fhe 
pretended  to  dread  from  him.  You  appear  to  me 
(faid  fhe)  a  man  of  fuch  wifdom,  that  if  you  wiii 
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condefcend  to  come  to  my  houfe  and  examine  into 
my  affairs,  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  be  able  to  draw 
me  fiom  the  cruel  embarraffment  I  am  at  preleiit: 
involved  in."  Memnon  did  not  hefitate  to  foilov/ 
her,  to  examine  her  affairs  phUofophically,  and  to 
.give  her  found  counfeL 

The  affli^ltdlady  led  him  into  a  perfumed  cham- 
^ber,  and  politely  made  him  fit  down  with  her  on  a 
large  fcpha^  where  they  both  placed  tbemfelves  op- 
polite -to  each  other,  m  the  attitude  of  converfation, 
their  legs  croffed,;  the  one  eager  in  telling  her  ffo« 
ry,  the  other  liilening  with  devout  attention.  The 
lady  fpoke  with  downcail  eyes,  whence  there  fome- 
times  fell  a  tear,  and  v/hich,  as  (lie  now  and  then 
ventured  to  raife  theni,  always  met  thofe  of  the 
fage  Memnon.  Their  difcourfe  w!as  full  of  tender- 
nefs,  w^hich  redoubled  as  often  as  their  eyes  met. 
Memnon  took  her  affairs  ez-cceeclingly  to  heart, 
and  felt  himfelf  every  inftant  more  and  more  in- 
clined to  oblige  a  perfon  fo  virtuous  and  fo  unhap- 
py.— By  degrees,  in  the  warmth  of  converfation, 
;they  ceafed  to  lit  oppofite  ;  they  drew  nearer;  their 
legs  were  no  longer  croffed.  Memnon  .counfelied 
her  fo  clofely,  and  gave  .her  fuch  tender  i:dvi.ces^ 
that  neither  of  them  could  talk  any  longer  qf  bu- 
fmefs,  nor  well  .knew  what  they  were  about. 

At  this  iriterefling  moment,  as  may  eafily  bo 
imagined,  w^ho  fhould  come  in  but  the  uncle ,;  he 
was  arm.ed  from  head  to  foot.,  and  the  lirlt  thing 
he  faid  was^  that  he  would  immediately  facrifice,  as 
was  juff,  the  fage  Memnon  and  his  niece ;  the  lat- 
ter, who  made  her  efcape,  knew  that  he  was  well 
enough  difpofed  to  pardon,  provided  a  gcod  round 
fum  were  offered  to  him.  Memnon  was  obliged 
,to  purchaia  his  fafety  with  all  he  had  about  him. 
in  thofe  days'people  were  happy  in  getting  fo  eafily 
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quit.  America  was  not  then  difcovered,  and  diftref- 
fed  ladies  were  not  nearly  fo  dangerous  as  they  are 
now. 

Memnon,  covered  with  fhame  and  confufion, 
got  home  to  his  own  houfe :  there  he  found  a  card 
inviting  him  to  dinner  with  fome  of  his  intimate 
friends.  If  I  remain  at  home  alone,  faid  he,I  fhall 
have  my  mind  fo  occupied  with  this  vexatious  ad- 
venture, that  I  (hall  not  be  able  to  eat  a  bit,  and  I 
fhall  bring  upon  myfelf  fome  diieafe.  It  will  there- 
fore be  prudent  in  me  to  go  to  my  intimate  friends, 
and  partake  with  them  of  a  frugal  repaft.  J  fhall 
forget,  in  the  fweets  of  their  fociety,  the  folly  I  have 
this  morning  been  guilty  of.  Accordingly  he  at- 
tends the  meeting  ;  he  is  difcovered  to  be  uneafy 
at  fomething,  and  he  is  urged  to  drink  and  banifh 
care.  A  little  wine,  drunk  in  moderation,  com- 
forts the  heart  of  god  and  man  :  fo  reafons  Mem- 
non the  philofopher,  and  he  becomes  intoxicated. 
After  the  repaft,  play  is  propofed.  A  little  play, 
with  one's  intimate  friends,  is  a  harmlefs  paftime  :- 
he  plays  and  lofes  all  that  is  in  his  purfe,  and  four 
times  as  much  on  his  word.  A  difpute  arifes  on 
fome  circumftance  in  the  game,  and  the  difputants 
grow  warm  ;  one  of  his  intimate  friends  throws  a 
dicebox  at  his  head,  and  ftrikes  out  one  of  his  eyes. 
The  philofopher  Memnon  is  carried  home  to  his 
houle,  drunk  and  pennylefs,  with  the  lofs  of  an 
eye. 

He  fleeps  out  his  debauch,  and  when  his  head 
has  got  a  little  clear,  he  fends  his  fervant  to  the 
Receiver- General  of  the  finances  of  Nineveh  to 
draw  a  little  money  ^o  pay  his  debt  of  honour  to 
|iis  intimate  friends.  The  fervant  returns  and  in- 
JForms  him,  that  the  Receiver-General  had  that 
morning  been  declared  a  fraudulent  bankrupt,  and 
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that  by  this  means  an  hundred  families  are  reduced 
to  poverty  and  defpair.  Memnon,  almoft  befide 
himfelf,  puts  a  plafter  on  his  eye  and  a  petition  in 
his  pocket,  and  goQ%  to  coart  to  folicitjuftice  from 
the  king  againft  the  bankrupt.  In  the  faloon  he 
meets  3l  number  of  ladies,  all  in  the  highefl  fpirits, 
and  failing  along  with  hoops  four  and  twenty  feet 
in  circumference.  One  of  ihem,  who  knew  him  a 
little,  eyed  him  afkance,  and  cried  aloud,  "  Ah  ! 
what  a  horrid  monfter !"  Another,  who  was  better 
acquainted  with  him,  thus  accofts  him,  "  Good- 
morrow,  Mr  Memnon,  I  hope  you  are  very  well,; 
Mr  Memnon  :  La !  Mr  Memnon,  how  did  you  lofe 
your  eye  ?  and  turning  upon  her  heel,  ihe  trip- 
ped away  without  waiting  an  anfwen  Memnon 
hid  himfelf  in  a  corner,  and  waited  for  the  moment 
when  he  could  throw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the 
monarch-  That  moment  at  laft  arrived.  Three 
times  he  kiifed  the  earth,  and  prefented  his  petition. 
His  gracious  majefty  received  him  very  favourably^ 
and  referred  the  paper  to  one  of  his  fatraps,  that 
he  might  give  him  an  account  of  it.  The  fatrap 
takes  Memnon  afide,  and  fays  to  him  with  a  haugh- 
ty air  and  fatyrical  grin,  "  Hark  ye,  you  fellow 
with  the  one  eye,  you  muft  be  a  comical  dog  in- 
deed, to  addrefs  yourfelf  to  the  king  rather  than  to 
me ;  and  ftill  more  fo,  to  dare  to  demand  juftice 
againft  an  honeft  bankrupt,  whom  I  honour  with 
my  protection,  and  who  is  nephew  to  the  waiting- 
maid  of  my  miftrefs.  Proceed  no  further  in  this 
bufinefs^  my  good  friend,  if  you  wiih  to  preferve 
the  eye  you  have  left." 

Memnon  having  thus,  in  his  clofet,  refolved  to 

renounce  women,  the  excefles  of  the  table,  play  and 

quarreling,  but  efpecially  having  determined  never 

to  go  to  court,  had  been  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  four 
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and  twenty  hours  duped  and  robbed  by  a  gL*nt]e: 
dame,  had  got  drunk,  had  gamed,  had  been  engag- 
ed in  a  quarrel,  had  got  his  eye  knocked  out,  and- 
had  been  at  court,  where  he  was  fneered  at  and  in- 
fuhed. 

Petrified  with  aflonifhment,  and  his- heart  broken 
with  grief,  Memnon  returns  homeward  in  dcfpair. 
As  he  was  about  to  enter  his  houfe,  he  is  repulfed 
by  a  number  of  officers  wha  are  carrying  oiF  his 
furniture  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors ;  he  falls 
down  almofl  lifelefs  under  a  plane  tree.  There  he 
iinds  the  fair  dame  of  the  morning,  who  was  walking 
with  her  dear  uncle  ;  and  both  fet  up  a  loud  laugh 
on  feeing  Memnon  with  his  plafter.  The  night 
approached,  and  Memnon  made  his  bed"  on  fome 
flraw  near  the  walls  of  his  houfe^  Here  the  ague 
feized  him,  and  he  fell  afleep  in  one  of  the  fits, 
when  aceleRial  fpirit  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream. 

It  was  all  relplendent  with  Fight ;  it  had  fix  beau- 
tiful v/ings,  but  neither  feet,  nor  head,  nor  tail,  and 
could  be  likened  to  nothing.  "  What  art  thou  ?" 
faid  Memnon;  "  Thy  good  genius,"  replied  the 
fpirit.  "  Redore  to  me  then  my  eye,  my  health, 
my  fortune,   my  reafon,"  laid  Memnon  ;  and  he 

related  how  he  had  loft  them  all  in  one  day. 

*'  Thefe  are  adventures  which  never  happen  to  us 
in  the  world  we  inhabit,""  faid  the  fpirit*  "  And 
what  world  do  you  inhabit  ?**  faid  theman  of  afflic- 
tion. *'  My  native  country,"  replied  the  other^ 
"  is  five  hundred  millions  of  le^^ues  dillant  fronr 
the  fun,  in  a  little  flar  near  Sirius,  which  you  fee 
from  hence."  *'  Charming  country !"  faid  Memnon: 
*'  And  are  there  indeed  with  you  no  jades  to  dupe 
a  poor  devil,  no  intimate  friends  that  win  his  mo- 
ney and  knock  out  an  eye  to  him,  no  fraudulent 
bankrupts,  no  fatralp?,  that  make  a  jefl:  of  you  while 

they 
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they  tefufe  you  jufllce  ?"  "  No,"  faid  the  inhabi- 
tant of  the  ftar,  "  we  have  nothing  of  what  you 
talk  of;  we  are  never  duped  by  women,  becdufe 
we  have  none  among  us  ;  w^e  never  commit  ex- 
ceiTes  at  table,  becaufe  we  neither  eat  nor  drink  ; 
we  have  no  bankrupts,  becauie  with  us  there  is 
neither  filver  nor  gold;  our  eyes  cannot  be  knocked 
out,  becaufe  we  have  not  bodies  in  the  form  of 
yours  ;  and  fatraps  never  do  us  injuftice,  becaufe  in 
our  world  v/e  are  all  equal."  ''  Pray_,  my  Lord," 
then  faid  Memnon,  "  without  v/omen  and  without 
eating  how  do  you  fpend  your  time  V  "In  w^atch- 
ing,"  faid  the  genius,  "  over  the  other  worlds  that 
are  emrufled  to  us ;  and  I  am  now  come  to  give 
you  confolation."  "  Alas  !"  replied  Memnon, 
"  why  did  you  not  come  yefterday  to  hinder  me 
from  committing  fo  many  indifcretions  ?"  '*  I  was 
with  your  elder  brother  Haffan,"  faid  the  celeflial 
being.  "  He  is  ftiii  more  to  be  pitied  than  you 
are.  His  moft  gracious  Majelty,  the  Sultan  of  the 
indies,  in  whofe  court  he  has  the  honour  to  ferve, 
has  caufed  both  his  eyes  to  be  put  out  for  fome 
fmall  indifcretion ;  and  he  is  now  in  a  dungeon, 
his  hands  and  feet  loaded  with  chains."  "  'Tis  a 
happy  thing  truly,"  faid  Memnon,  "  to  have  a 
good  genius  in  one's  family,  when  out  of  two  bro- 
thers one  is  blind  of  an  eye,  the  other  blind  of  both  ; 
one  (tretched  upon  draw,  the  other  in  a  dungeon." 
"  Your  fate  will  foon  change,"  faid  the  animal  of 
the  ftar.  "  It  is  true,  you  will  never  recover  your 
eye  but,  except  that,  you  may  be  fufEciently  hap- 
py if  you  never  again  take  it  into  your  head  to 
be  a  perfect  philofopher."  ''  Is  it  then  impolTible  ?'* 
faid  Memnon.  "  As  impoffible  as  to  be  perfedly 
wife,  perfe6lly  ftrong,  perfedly  powerful,  perfedly 
happy.     We  ourfelves  are  very  far  from  it.    There 

is 
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Is  a  world  indeed  where  all  this  takes  place ;  btft/ 
in  the  hundred  thoufand  millions  of  worlds  difperf- 
cd  over  the  regions  of  fpace,  every  thing  goes  on 
by  degrees.  There  is  lefs  philofophy  and  lefs  en- 
joyment in  the  fecond  than  in  the  firft,  lefs  in  the 
third  than  in  the  fecond,  and  fo  forth  till  the  lafl  m 
the  fcale,  where  all  are  completely  fools."  "  I  ant 
afraid,"  faid  Memnon,  "  that  our  little  terraqueous 
globe  here  is  the  madhoufe  of  thofe  hundred  thou- 
sand millions  of  worlds,  of  which  your  Lordlhip 
does  me  the  honour  to  fpeak."  '*  Not  quite,"  faid 
the  fpirit,  "  but  very  nearly :  every  thing  muft  be 
in  its  proper  place."  "  But  are  thofe  poets  and  phi- 
lofophers  wrong,  then,  who  tell  us  that  every  thing- 
is  for  the  befl  ?"  "  No,  they  are  right;,  when  we' 
confider  things  in  relation  to  the  gradation  of  the 
whole  univerfe."  "  Oh  !  I  fhall  never  believe  it  tilf 
I  recover  my  eye  again,"  faid  th  e  poor  Memnon. 


tLA^ 
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PLATO's    DREAM 


PLATO  was  a  great  dreamer,  as  many  others 
have  been  fmce  his  time.  He  dreamt  that 
mankind  were  formerly  double;  and  that,  as  a 
punifhment  for  their  crimes,  they  were  divided  into 
male  and  female. 

He  undertook  to  prove  that  there  can  be  no  more 
than  five  perfed  worlds,  becaufe  there  are  but  five 
regular  mathematical  bodies.  His  republic  was 
one  of  his  principal  dreams.  He  dreamt,  more- 
over, that  watching  arifes  from  fleep,  and  fleep  from 
"watching  ;  and  that  a  pei  fon  who  (hould  attempt 
to  look  at  an  ecHpfe,  otherwife  than  in  a  pail  of 
water,  would  infallibly  lofe  his  fight.  Dreams  were, 
at  that  time,  in  great  reputation. 

Here  follows  one  of  his  dreams,  which  is  not  one 
of  the  lead  interefting.  He  thought  that  the  great 
Demiurgos,  the  eternal  geometer,  having  peoplejl 
the  immenfity  of  fpace  with  innumerable  globes, 
was  willing  to  make  a  trial  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
genii  who  had  been  witnefTes  of  his  works.  He 
gave  to  each  of  them  a  fmall  portion  of  matter  to 
jirrange,  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  Phidias  and 
Zeuxis  would  have  given  their  fqholars  a  (latue  to 

carve. 
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carve,  or  a  pl£lure  to  paint,if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
compare  fmall  things  to  great, 

Demogorgon  had  for  his  lot  the  lump  of  mould, 
which  we  call  the  Earth ;  and  having  formed  it,  fuch 
as  it  now  appears,  he  thought  he  had  executed  a 
mafter -piece.  He  imagined  he  had  frlenced  Envy 
herfelf,  and  expected  to  receive  the  higheft  pane- 
gyrics, even  from  his  brethren;  but  how  great  was 
his  furprife,  when,  at  his  next  appearing  among 
them,  they  received  him  with  a  general  hifs. 

■  One  among  thein,  more  fatirical  than  the  reft, 
accoiled  him  th,us :  "  Truly  you  have  performed 
mighty  feats  I  you  hav^  divided  your  world  into 
two  parts ;  an4,  left  the  one  fhouid  have  any  com- 
munication with  the  other,  you  have  carefully  pla- 
'ced  a  vaft  colledion  of  waters  between  the  tv/o 
liemifpheres.  The  inhahiiants  muft  penfti  with 
cold  under  both  your  poles,  and  be  fcorched  to 
death  under  the  line.  You  have,  in  your  grea>t 
prudence,  formed  immenfe  deferts  of  fands,  for 
all  who  travel  over  them  to  die  with  hunger  and 
thirft.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  your  cows,  your 
iheep,  your  cocks,  and  your  hens ;  but  can  ne- 
ver be  reconciled  to  your  ferpents  and  your  fpi- 
ders.  Your  onionsand  your  artichokes  are  very  good 
things,  but  I  cannot  conceive  what  whim  took  you 
in  the  head  to  fcatter  fuch  an  heap  of  poifonous 
plants  over  the  face  of  your  earth,  unlefs  it  was  to 
poifon  its  inhabitants.  Moreover,  if  I  am  not  mif- 
taken,  you  have  created  about  thirty  different  kinds 
of  monkeys,  a  ftill  greater  number  of  dogs,  and 
only  four  or  five  fpecies  of  the  human  race.  It 
is  true,  indeed,  you  have  beftowed  on  the  latter  of 
jthefe  animals  a  ibmewhat,  by  you  called  Realbn  5 
'but,  in  truth,  this  fame  r^afon  is  a  very  ridiculous 
thing,  and  borders  very  near  upon  folly.  Bcfides, 
^  '*'*  '-^  ■  you 
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fou  do  not  feem  to  have  (howii  any  very  great  re- 
gard to  this  two-legged  creature,  feeing  you  have 
made  him  vi'ith  fo  few  means  of  defence  ;  fubjected 
him  to  fo  many  difotders,  and  provided  him  with  fd 
few  remedies;  and  formed  him  with  fuch  a  multitude 
bf  paffions,  and  fo  fmall  a  portion  of  wifdom  or  pru- 
dence to  refifl  them.  You  certainly  was  not  will- 
ing that  there  fhould  remain  any  great  number  of 
thefe  animals  on  the  earth  at  once ;  for,  withouc 
reckoning  the  dangers  to  Vi^hich  you  have  expofed 
them,  you  have  fo  ordered  matters,  that,  taking 
every  day  through  the  year,  the  fmalLpox  will  re- 
gularly carry  off  the  tenth  part  of  the  fpecies,  and 
its  fifter  malady  will  taint  the  fprings  of  life  in  the 
nine  remaining  parts  ;  and  then,  as  if  this  was  not 
fufficient,  you  have  fo  difpofed  thingSj  that  one- 
half  of  thofe  who  furvive  will  be  occupied  in  going 
to  law  with  each  other,  or  cutting  one  another's 
throats.  Now,  they  muft  doubtlefs  have  infinite 
obligations  to  you,  and  it  muft  be  owned  you  have 
executed  a  mafter-piece." 

Demogorgon  blufhed  :  he  was  fenfible  there  was 
much  moral  and  phyfical  evil  in,  this  affair  ;  but 
liill  he  infifted  there  was  more  good  than  ill  in  it- 
"  It  is  an  eafy  matter  to  find  fault,  good  folks  P^ 
faid  the  genii ;  "  but  do  you  imagine  it  is  fo  eafy 
to  form  an  animal,  who,  having  the  gift  of  reafon 
and  free-will,  (hall  not  fometimes  abufe  his  liberty? 
Do  you  think,  that,  in  rearing  between  nine  and 
ten  thoufand  different  plants^  it  is  fo  eafy  to  prevent 
fome  few  from  having  noxious  qualities  ?  Do  you 
fuppofe,  that  with  a  certain  quantity  of  water,  fand, 
and  mud,  you  could  make  a  globe  that  fhould  have 
neither  feas  nor  deferts  ?  As  to  you,  my  fneering 
friend,  I  think  you  have  juft  finifhed  the  planet 
Mars.     Let  us  fee  now  what  figure  you  make  with 
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your  two  great  belts,  and  your  long  nights,  withoiit 
a  moon  to  enlighten  them.  Let  us  examine  your 
world,  and  Tee  whether  the  inhabitants  yoa  have 
made  aie  exempt  from  follies  or  difeafcs." 

Accordingly  the  genii  fell  to  examining  the  pla- 
net Mars,  when  the  laugh  went  ftrongly  againft 
the  laugher.  The  ferious  genii  who  had  made  the 
planet  Saturn,  did  notiefcape  v/ithout  his  fhare  of 
cenfure,  and  his  brother  operators,  the  makers  of 
Jupiter,  Mercury,  and  Venus,  had  each  in  their 
turns  fome  reproaches  to  undergo. 

Several  large  volumes,  and  a  great  number  of 
pamphlets,  were  written  on  this  occafion;  fmart 
fayings  and  witty  repartees  flew  about  on  all  fides  y 
they  railed  againft  and  ridiculed  es^ch  other  ;  and, 
in  fhort,  the  difputes  were  carried  on  with  all  the 
warmth  of  party  heat,  when  the  eternal  Demiurges' 
thus  impofed  filence  on  them  all :  "•  In  your  feve- 
ral  performances  there  is  both  good  and  bad,  be- 
cauie  you  have  a  great  fliare  of  underflanding,  but 
at  the  fame  time  fall  fhort  of  perfedion.  Your 
works  will  not  endure  above  an  hundred  million  cf 
years,  after  which  you  will  acquire  more  knovv— 
ledge,  and  perform  better.  It  belongs  to  me  alone 
to  create  things  perfed  and  immortal." 

This  was  the  dodrine  Plato  taught  his  difciples. 
One  of  them,  when  he  had  finilhed  his  harangue,, 
cried  out,  and /(/then  you  awoke. 
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WHEN  I  was  in  the  city  of  Benarez,  on  the 
borders  of  the  Ganges,  the  country  of  thqj 
ancient  Brachmaiis.  I  endeavoured  to  inftruft  my- 
feif  in  their  reii^iou  and  m-^nnfirs.  I  underftood 
the  Indian  language  tolerably  well.  1  heard  a 
great  deal,  and  remarked  every  thing,  I  lodged  at 
the  houfe  of  iny  correfpondent  Omri,  who  v/as  the 
mod  worthy  man  I  ever  knew.  He  was  of  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Bramins :  1  have  the  honour  to  be  a 
Muflulman.  We  never  exchanged  one  word  higher 
than  another  about  Mahomet  or  Brama.  We  per- 
formed our  ablutions  each  on  his  own  fide ;  we 
drank  of  the  fame  (herbet,  and  we  ate  of  the  fame 
lice,  as  if  we  had  been  two  brothers. 

One  dfiy  we  went  together  to  the  pagoda  of 
;Gavani.  There  we  faw  feveral  bands  of  Faquirs; 
fome  of  whom  were  Janguis,  that  is  to  fay,  con- 
templative Faquirs;  and  others  difcipUs  of  the  an- 
xient  Gymnofophifls,  who  led  an  adive  life.  <  hey 
have  all  a  learned  language  peculiar  to  themfeives; 
it  is  that  of  themo^  ancient  Brachmans  ;  and  ihey 
have  a  book  written  in  this  language,  which  thsy 
call  the  Hanfcrit.  It  is,  beyond  all  contradiction, 
the  moil  ancient  book  in  all  Afia,  not  excepting  the 
Zend. 

I  happened  to  crofs  a  Faquir,  who  was  reading  iry 
this  book.     Ah!  wretched  Infidel i  cried  he,  thou 
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hafl:  made  me  lofe  a  number  of  vowels  that  I  was 
couming,  which  will  occafion  my  foul  to  pafs  into 
the  body  of  a  hare  inftead  of  that  of  a  parrot,  with 
which  I  had  before  the  greatefl  reafon  to  flatter 
myfelf.  I  gave  him  a  roupee  to  comfort  him  for 
the  accident.  In  going  a  few  paces  farther,  I  had 
the  misfortune  to  fneeze ;  the  noife  I  made  rouzed 
a  Faquir  who  was  in  a  trance.  Heavens  1  cried  he, 
what  a  dreadful  noife !  Where  am  I  ?  I  can  no  lon- 
ger fee  the  tip  of  my  nofe  *  !  the  heavenly  hght  has 
difappeared.  If  I  am  the  caufe,  faid  I,  of  your  fee- 
ing further  than  the  length  of  your  nofe,  here  is  a 
roupee  to  repair  the  injury  I  have  done  you  :  fquint 
again,  and  refume  the  heavenly  light. 

Having  thus  brought  myfelf  offdifcreetly  enough, 
I  paffed  over  to  the  fide  of  the  Gymnofophifts,  fe- 
veral  of  whom  brought  me  a  parcel  of  mighty  pret- 
ty nails  to  drive  into  my  arms  and  thighs,  in  hon- 
our ofBrama.  I  bought  their  nails,  and  made  ufe 
of  them  to  faflen  down  my  boxes.  Others  were 
dancing  upon  their  hands,  others  cut  capers  on  the 
flack  rope,  and  others  went  always  upon  one  foot. 
There  were  fome  who  dragged  a  heavy  chain  about 
with  them,  and  others  carried  a  pack-faddle ;  fome 
had  their  heads  always  in  a  bufhel  ;  the  beft  people 
in  the  world  to  live  with.  My  friend  Omri  carri- 
ed me  to  the  cell  of  one  of  the  moft  famous  of  thefe. 
His  name  was  Bababec  :  he  was  as  naked  as  he  was 
born,  and  had  a  great  chain  about  his  neck,  that 
weighed  upwards  of  fixty  pounds.  He  fat  on  a 
wooden  chair,  very  neatly  decorated  with  little 
points  of  nails,  that  run  into  his  pofteriors ;  and 

*  When  the  Faquirs  have  a  mind  to  fee  the  heavenly  light, 
which  very  frequently  happens  with  them,  they  turn  their  eyes 
downwards  towards  the  tip  of  their  nofe.  ' 
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you  would  have  thought  he  had  been  fitting  on  a 
velvet  cufhion.  K  umbers  of  women  flocked  to  him 
to  confult  him  :  he  was  the  oracle  of  all  the  fami- 
lies in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  was,  truly  fpeaking, 
in  great  reputation.  I  was  witnefs  to  a  long  con- 
yerfation  that  Gmri  had  with  him.  Do  you  think, 
father,  faid  my  friend,  that,  after  having  gone 
through  feven  metempfichofes,  I  may  at  length  ar- 
rive at  the  habitation  of  Brama  ?  That  is  as  it  may 
happen,  faid  the  Faquir.  What  fort  of  life  do  you 
}ead  ?  1  endeavour,  anfwered  Omri,  to  be  a  good 
fubjed,  a  good  hufband,  a  good  father,  and  a  good 
friend :  I  lend  money  without  intereft  to  the  rich 
who  want  it,  and  I  give  it  to  the  poor  :  I  preferve 
peace  amongft  my  neighbours.  But  have  you 
ever  run  nails  into  your  backfide  ?  demanded  the 
Bramin.  Never,  reverend  father.  I  am  forry 
for  it,  replied  the  father  ;  very  forry  for  it,  indeed  : 
It  is  a  thoufand  pities  ;  but  you  will  certainly  not 
reach  above  the  nineteenth  heaven.  No  higher  1 
faid  Omri.  In  troth,  I  am  very  well  contented  with 
my  lot.  What  is  it  to  me  whether  I  go  into  the 
nineteenth  or  the  twentieth,  provided  I  do  my  du- 
ty in  my  pilgrimage,  and  am  well  received  at  the 
pnd  of  my  journey  ?  Is  it  not  as  much  as  one  can 
defire,  to  live  with  a  fair  charafter  in  this  world, 
and  be  happy  with  Brama  in  the  next  ?  And  pray 
vyhat  heaven  do  you  think  of  going  to,  good  Mafter 
Bababec,  with  your  nails  and  your  chain  ?  Into  the 
thirty-fifrh,faid  Bababec.  I  admire  your  modefty, 
replied  Omri,  to  pretend  to  be  better  lodged  than 
me :  this  is  furely  the  mere  effects  of  an  excefTive 
ambition.  How  can  you,  who  condemn  others 
that  covet  honours  in  thJs  world,  abrogate  fuch 
ciiftinguifhed  one's  to  yourfelf  in  the  next  ?  What 
right  have  you  to  be  better  treated  than  me  ?  Know, 
^"''  that 
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that  I  bellow  more  alms  to  the  poor  in  ten  days, 
than  the  nails  you  run  into  your  backficle  coft  for 
ten  years !  What  is  it  to  Brama,  that  you  pafs  the 
whole  day  (lark  naked  with  a  chain  abqut  your 
jieck  ?  This  is  doing  a  notable  fervice  to  your  coun- 
try, doubtlefs !  1  have  a  thoufand  times  more  ef- 
teem  for  the  man  who  ibws  pulfe  or  plants  trees 
for  all  your  tribe,  than  they  who  look  at  the  tip  of 
their  nofes,  or  carry  a  pack- fa ddie  to  fhew  their 
xnagnanimity.  Having  fmifhed  this  fpeech,  Omri 
foftened  his  voice,  embraced  the  Bramin,  and,  with 
an  endearing  fweetnefs,  befought  him  to  throw 
afide  his  nails  and  his  chain,  to  go  home  with  him, 
and  live  with  decency  and  comfort.  The  Faquir 
was  perfuaded :  he  was  wafhed  clean,  rubbed  with 
cfTences  and  perfumes,  and  clad  in  a  decent  habit : 
he  lived  a  fortnight  in  this  manner,  behaved  with 
prudence  and  wifdom,  and  acknowledged  that  he 
was  a  thonfand  times  more  happy  than  before  :  but 
he  loft  his  credit  among  the  people ;  the  women 
no  longer  crouded  to  confult  him :  he  therefore 
quitted  the  houfe  of  the  friendly  Omri,  and  return- 
ed to  his  nails  and  his  chain,  to  regain  his  repu- 
Ution. 
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IN  the  year  1723^ there  was  a  Chinefe  In  Ho!^ 
land,  who  was  both  a  learned  man  and- a  mer- 
chant, two  things  that  ought  by  no  means  to  be  in* 
compatible ;  but  which,  thanks  to  the  profound 
refped  that  is  fhewn.  to  money,  and  the  little  re- 
gard that  the  human  fpecies  do,  and  ever  will,  pay- 
to  merit,  are  become  fo  among  us. 

This  Chinefe,  who  fpoke  a  little  Duich,  happen- 
ed to  be  in  a  bookfeller's  fliop  at  the  fam^e  time 
that  fome  literati  were  aflembled  there.  Pise  afked 
for  a  book  ;  they  offered  him  BofHiet^s  Univerfa! 
Hiftory,  badly  tranflated,-  At  the  title  Univerfal 
Hiltory,  how  pleafed  am  I,  cried  the  Oriental,  to 
have  met  with  this  book ;  I  fhall  now  fee  what  \^ 
faid  of  our  great  empire  ;  of  a  nation  that  has  fub- 
lifted  for  upwards  of  fifty  thoufand  years  ;  of  that 
long  dynafly  of  emperors  who  have  governed  us 
for  fuch  a  number  of  ages.  I  (ha I i' fee  what  thefe 
Europeans  think  of  the  religion  of  our  literati,  and 
of  that  pure  and  fimple  worfhip  we  pay  to  the 
Supreme  Being.  What  a  pleafure  will  it  be  to  me 
to  find  how  they  fpeak  of  our  arts,  many  of  v/hich 
are  of  a  tiiore  antient  date  with  us  than  the  ^rasoF 
all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe !  I  fancy  the  author 
will  be  greatly  miftaken  in  relation  to  the  war  we 
had  about  twenty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
6fiy-two  years  ago,  with  the  martial  people  of  Ton- 
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quin  and  Japan,  as  well  as  thefolemn  ambafly  thai^ 
the  powerful  emperor  of  Mogulitanfent,  to  requeft' 
a  body  of  laws  from  us  in  the  year  of  the  world 
500000600000^79123450000.  Lord  blefs  you, 
faid  one  of  the  literati,  there  is  hardly  any  mention 
made  of  that  nation  in  this  book,  it  is  too  inconfi- 
derable.  Almoft  the  whole  of  it  is  taken  up  with 
an  account  of  the  firft  nation  in  the  world,  the  only 
nation,  thofe  great  people  the  Jews. 

The  Jews  !  faid  the  Chinefe,  thofe  people  then 
jnufl  certainly  be  mafters  of  three  parts  of  the  globe 
at  leaft.  They  hope  to  be  fo  one  day,  anfwerecf 
the  other ;  but  at  prefent  fhey  are  thofe  pedlars' 
that  you  fee  going  about  here  with  toys  and  nick- 
liacks,  and  that  fometimes  do  us  the  honour  to  clip 
our  gold  and  filver.  Surely  you  are  not  ferious, 
faid  the  Chinefe,  could  thofe  people  ever  have  been 
in  pofleffion  of  a  vafl:  empire  ?  Here  I  joined  in  the 
Gonverfation,  and  told  him,  that  for  a  few  years 
they  were  in  pofleflion  of  a  fmall  country  to  them- 
felves ;  but  that  we  were  not  to  judge  of  a  people 
from  the  extent  of  their  dominions,  any  more  than 
of  a  man  by  his  riches. 

But  does  not  this  book  take  notice  of  feme  other 
nations?  demanded  the  man  of  letters.  Undoubt- 
edly, replied  a  learned  gentleman  who  flood  at  my 
elbow  ;  it  treats  largely  of  a  fmall  country  about 
fixty  leagues  wide,  called  Egypt,  in  which  it  is  faid 
that  there  is  a  lake  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues 
in  circumference,  made  by  the  hands  of  man.  My" 
god !  exclaimed  the  Chinefe,  a  lake  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  leagues  in  circumference  within  a 
fpot  of  ground  only  fixty  leagues  wide,  this  is  very 
curious !  The  inhabitants  of  that  country  continued 
the  do6toT,  were  all  fages.  What  happy  times  were 
thofe,  cry'd  the  Chinefe,  but  is  that  all  ?  No,  reply'd 
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the  other,  there  is  mention  made  of  thofe  famouil 
people  the  Greeks.  Greeks !  Greeks !  faid  the| 
Afiatic,  who  are  thofe  Greeks  ?  Why,  reply*d  the^ 
philofopher,  they  were  mailers  of  a  little  province,- 
about  the  two  hundredth  part  as  large  as  China,] 
but  whofe  fame  fpread  over  the  whole  world.  In-i 
deed  !  laid  the  Chinefe,  with  an  airofopenneis  andj 
ingenuoufnefs ;  I  declare  I  never  heard  the  leaftj 
mention  of  thefe  people,  either  in  the  Mogul's! 
country,  in  Japan,  or  in  Great  Tartary*  \ 

Oh,  the  barbarian  !  the  ignorant  creature!  cry'dj 
out  our  fage,  very  politely.  Why  then,  I  fuppofej 
you  know  nothing  of  Epaminondas  the  1  heban;j 
nor  of  the  Piiasan  Haven,  nor  the  names  of  Achil-j 
les's  two  horles,  nor  of  Silenus's  afs  ?  You  havel 
never  heard  fpeak  of  Jupiter,  nor  of  Diogenes,  nor] 
of  Lais,  nor  of  Cybele,  nor  of  • 1 

I  am  very  much  afraid,  faid  the  learned  Orien-j 
tal,  interrupting  him,  that  you  know  nothing  of] 
that  eternahy  memorable  adventure  of  the  famous] 
Xixofon  Concochigramki,  nor  of  the  myfteries  of  ^ 
the  great  Fi-pfi  hi-hi.  But  pray  tell  me  what  other  \ 
iinknown  things  does  this  Univerfal  Hiftory  treat; 
of?  Upon  this  my  learned  neighbour  harangued] 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  together  about  the  Roman  I 
republic^  and  when  he  came  to  Julius  C^iar,  thej 
Chinefe  flopped  hinl,  and  very  gravely  faid,  I  think  ^ 
I  have  heard  of  him,  was  he  not  a  Turk*  ?  ^ 

How  !  cry'd  our  fage  in  a  fury,  don't  you  fo  much  \ 
as  know  the  difference  between  Pagans,  Chriftians^j 
and  Mahometans?  Did  you  never  hear  of  ConRan-^ 
tine  ?  Do  you  know  nothing  of  the  hiftory  of  the] 


*  Not  long  fince  the  Chinefe  took  all  the  Europeans  to  bej 
Mjihometans.  ^j 

Vol*  I.  f        S  f  popes  ?! 
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popes  ?  We  have  heard  fomething  confufedly  of  ond' 
Mahomet,  reply'd  the  Afiatic. 

It  is  impoliible,  fure,  faid  the  other,  but  you  mufl 
have  heard  at  lead  of  Luther,  Zuinglius,  Bellar- 
min,  and  Oecolampadius.  I  Ihall  never  remember 
all  thofe  names,  faid  the  Chinefe ;  and  fo  faying  he 
quitted  the  Ihop,  and  went  to  fell  a  large  quantity 
of  Pekoa  tea,  and  fme  callicoe,  with  which  he 
bought  two  fme  girls,  and  a  young  lad,  and  fet  fail 
for  his  own  country,  adoring  Tie7i^  and  recommend-' 
ing  himfelf  to  Confucius. 

*;  As  to  myfelf,  the  converfation  I  had  been  wit-^ 
iiefs  to  plainly  difcovered  to  me  the  nature  of  vain- 
glory ;  and  1  could  not  forbear  exclaiming,. Since 
Ciefar  and  Jupiter  are  names  unknown  to  the  fin- 
efl:,  mod  ancient,  moll  extenfive,  moll  populous, 
and  moll  civilized  kingdom  in  the  univerfe,  it  be- 
comes ye  well,  O  ye  rulers  of  petty  dates !  ye  pul- 
pit orators  of  a  narrow  parifh,  or  a  little  town  !  ye 
dodors  of  Salamanca,  or  of  Bourges  !  ye  trifling 
authors,  and  ye  heavy  commentators ! — It  becomes 
you  well,  indeed,  to  afpire  at  reputation. 
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THE  adventure  of  the  youthful  Ruftan  is  ge- 
nerally  known  throughout  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  Candahar.  He  was  the  only  fon  of  a  mir- 
za  of  that  country  :  the  thle  of  Mirza  there  is  much 
the  fame  with  that  of  Marquis  amongft  us,  or  that 
of  Barcn  amongft  the  Germans.  The  mirza  his 
father  had  a  handfome  fortune.  Young  Ruftan 
was  to  be  married  to  a  mirzafle,  or  young  lady  of 
his  ow^n  rank ;  the  two  families  earneftly  defired 
their  union.  Ruftan  was  to  become  the  comfort 
of  his  parents,  to  make  his  wife  happy,  and  to  live 
bleft  in  her  poffeflion. 

But  he  had  unfortunately  feen  the  princefs  of 
Cachemire  at  the  fair  of  Kaboul,  w^hich  is  the  moft 
confiderable  fair  in  the  world,  and  much  more  fre- 
quented than  thofe  of  Baflbra  and  Aftracan  :  the 
occafion  that  brought  the  old  prince  of  Cachemire 
to  the  fair  with  his  daughter  was  as  follows  : 

He  had  loft  the  two  moft  precious  curiofities  of 
his  treafury ;  one  of  ihem  was  a  diamond  as  thick 
as  a  man's  thumb,  upon  which  the  figure  of  his 
daughter  was  engraved  by  an  art  which  was  then 
poiTeifed  by  the  Indians,  and  has  fmce  been  loft  ; 
tihe  other  was  a  javelin,  which  went  of  itfelf  where,. 
S  f  2  ever 
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ever  its  owner  thought  proper  to  fend  it:  this  is 
nothing  very  extraordinary  amongft  us,  but  it  was 
thought  fo  at  Cachemire. 

A  faquir  belonging  to  his  highnefs  dole  thefe 
two  curiofities  ;  he  carried  them  to  the  princefs  : 
Keep  thefe  tw^o  curiofities  with  the  utmoft  care, 
faid  he,  your  deftiny  depends  upon  them.  Having 
fpoke  thus,  he  departed,  and  was  not  afterwards 
feen.  The  duke  of  Cachemire,  in  defpair,  refolved 
to  vifit  the  fair  of  Kaboul,  in  order  to  fee  whether 
there  might  not,  amongft  the  merchants,  who  go 
thither  trom  all  the  quarters  of  the  world,  be  fome 
one  poireffed  of  his  diamond  and  his  weapon.  He 
carried  his  daughter  with  him  in  all  his  travels.  She 
carried  her  diamond  well  faftened  to  her  girdle; 
but  the  javelin,  which  fhe  could  notfo  eafily  hide, 
file  had  carefully  locked  up  at  Cachemire  in  a  large 
cheit. 

Ruftan  and  fne  faw  each  other  at  Kaboul ;  they 
loved  one  another  with  all  the  fmceriry  of  perfons 
of  their  age,  and  all  the  tendernefs  of  affe£lion  na- 
tural to  thofe  of  their  country.  Thr  princefs  gave 
Ruftan  her  diamond  as  a  pledge  of  her  love,  and 
he  promifed  at  his  departure  to  go  incognito  to  Ca- 
chemire, in  order  to  pay  her  a  vifit. 

The  young  mirzahad  two  favourites,  who  ferved 
him  as  fecretaries,  grooms,  ftewards,  and  valets 
de  chambre ;  the  name  of  one  was  Topaze ;  he  was 
handfome,  well-ftiaped,  fair  as  a  Circaflian  beauty, 
as  mild  and  ready  to  ferve  as  an  Armenian,  and  as 
wife  as  a  Guebra.  The  name  of  the  other  was 
Ebene ;  he  was  a  very  beautiful  negro,  more  ac- 
tive and  induftrious  than  Topaze,  and  one  that 
thought  nothing  difficult.  The  young  mirza  com- 
inunicated   his   intention   of  travelling   to   thefe. 

Topaze  endeavoured  to  diflfuade  him  from  it  with 
■    .   -       '    .  -  tj^g 
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the  circumfped  zeal  of  a  fervant  who  was  unwill- 
ing to  offend  him  ;  he  reprefented  to  him  the  great 
danger  to  which  he  expofed  himfelf ;  he  afked  him 
how  he  could  leave  two  famihes  in  defpair  ?  how 
he  could  pierce  the  hearts  of  his  parents  ?  He  (hook 
the  refolution  of  Ruftan  ;  but  Ebene  confirmed  it 
anew,  and  obviated  all  his  objedions. 

The  young  man  was  not  furnilhed  with  money 
to  defray  the  charge  of  fo  long  a  voyage  ;  the  pru- 
dent Topaze  would  not  have  lent  him  any  ;  Ebene 
fupplied  him  ;  he  with  great  addrefs  ftole  his  maf- 
ter's  diamond,  made  a  falfe  one  exadlly  like  it,  which 
he  put  in  its  place,  and  pledged  the  true  one  to  an 
Armenian  for  feveral  thoufand  roupees. 

As  foon  as  the  m.arquis  was  poiTeffed  of  his  rou- 
pies,  all  things  were  in  readinefs  for  his  departure; 
an  elephant  was  loaden  with  his  baggage,  his  at- 
tendants mounted  on  horfeback.  Topaze  faid  to 
his  mafter,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  expoftulate 
with  you  upon  your  enterprize,  but,  after  expoftu- 
lating,  it  is  my  duty  to  obey ;  I  am  devoted  to  you, 
I  love  you,  I  will  follow  you  to  the  extremity  of 
the  earth  ;  but  let  us  by  the  way  coniult  the  oracle 
that  is  but  two  parafonges  diftant  from  here  :  Ruf- 
tan confented.  The  anfwer  returned  by  the  oracle 
was,  "  If  you  go  to  the  ead  you  will  be  at  the 
weft."  Ruftan  could  not  guefs  the  meaning  of 
this  anfwer.  Topaze  maintained  that  it  boded  no 
good.  Ebene,  always  complaifant  to  his  mafter, 
perfuaded  him  that  it  was  highly  favourable. 

I'here  was  another  oracle  at  Kaboul ;  they  went 
to  it  J  the  oracle  of  Kaboul  made  anfwer  in  thefe 
words,  "  If  you  poflefs,  you  will  ceafe  to  poflefs  ; 
"  if  you  are  conqueror,  you  will  not  conquer ;  if 
f*  you  are  Ruftan,  you  will  ceafe  to  be  fo."  This 
pracle  appeared  ftill  more   unintelligible  than  the 

former. 
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gordus  two-handed  country  clown  beat  with  an 
oaken  cudgel.  The  aiTes  of  this  fort  are  extremely 
beautiful,  very  fcarce,  and  beyond  expreffion  fwift 
in  running.  The  afs  returned  the  reiterated  blows 
of  the  clown  by  kicks  which  might  have  rooted  up 
an  oak.  The  young  mirza,  as  was  reafonabie,  took 
upon  him  the  defence  of  the  afs,  which  was  a 
charming  creature.  The  clown  betook  himielf  to 
flight,  crying  to  the  afs,  You  fhall  pay  for  thi^. 

The  afs  thanked  her  deliverer  in  her  own  lan- 
guage, approached  him,  let  herfelf  be  careffed,  and 
careffed  him  in  her  turn.  After  dinner,  Ruftan 
mounts  her,  and  takes  the  road  to  Cachemire  with 
his  ftrvants,  who  follow  him  fome  on  foot  and  fome 
upon  the  elephant.  Scarce  was  he  got  upon  hisi 
afs,  when  that  animal  turned  rowards  Kaboul,  in- 
flead  of  proceeding  to  Cachemire.  It  was  to  no 
purpofe  for  her  matter  to  turn  the  bridle,  to  kick, 
to  prefs  the  fides  of  the  beafl  with  his  knees,  to 
fpur,  to  flacken  the  bridle,  to  pull  towards  him,  to 
whip  both  on  the  right  and  the  left,  the  obftinate 
animal  perfifted  to  run  towards  Kaboul. 

Ruftan  fweated,  fretted,  and  raved,  when  he 
met  with  a  dealer  in  camels,  whofaid  to  him,  Mai- 
ter,  you  have  got  a  very  malicious  beaft,  which 
carries  you  where  you  do  not  chufe  to  go  ;  if  you 
will  give  it  to  me,  I  will  give  you  the  choice  of  four 
of  my  camels.  Ruftan  thanked  providence  for 
having  thrown  fo  good  a  bargain  in  his  way.  To- 
paze  was  very  much  in  the  wrong,  faid  he,  to  tell 
me  that  my  journey  would  prove  unprofperous.  He 
mounts  the  handfomeft  camel,  the  other  three  fol- 
low ;  he  rejoins  his  caravan,  and  fees  himfelf  in  the 
roai  to  his  happinefs. 

Scarce  had  he  v/alked  four  parafonges,  when  he 
was  ftopped  by  a  deep,  broad,  and  impetuous  tor- 
rent. 
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rent,  which  rolled  upon  rocks  white  with  foam ;  the 
two  banks  were  frightfuf  precipices,  which  dazzled 
the  fight  and  made  the  blood  run  cold  :  to  pafs  was 
impradiicable ;  it  was  impoilible  to  go  to  the  right 
or  the  left.  I  am  beginning  to  be  atraid,  faid  Ruf- 
tan,  that  Topaze  was  in  the  right  in  blaming  my 
journey,  and  that  I  was  in  the  wrong  in  undertak- 
ing it ;  if  he  was  ftill  here  he  might  give  me  good 
advice ;  if  I  had  Ebene  with  me,  he  would  comfort 
me  and  find  expedients ;  but  every  thing  fails  me. 
This  perplexity  was  increafed  by  the  conlternation 
of  his  attendants ;  the  night  was  dark,  and  they 
pafled  it  in  lamentations.  At  lall  fatigue  and  de* 
jedion  made  the  amorous  traveller  fall  afleep*  He 
awakes  at  day-break,  and  fees  a  beautiful  marble 
bridge  built  upon  the  torrent,  which  reached  from 
Ihore  to  fhore. 

Nothing  was  heard  but  exclamations,  cries  of 
aflonifhment,  and  joy.  Is  it  poflible  ?  Is  this  a 
dream  ?  What  a  prodigy  is  this  !  What  anechant* 
ment !  Shall  we  venture  to  pafs  ?  The  whole  com- 
pany kneeled,  rofe  up,  went  to  the  bridge,  kif- 
ied  the  ground,  looked  up  to  heaven,  flretched 
out  their  hands^  fet  their  feet  on  it  with  trem- 
bling, went  to  and  fro,  fell  into  ecftacies ;  and 
Ruflan  faid,  At  lafl  heaven  favours  me ;  Topaze 
did  not  know  what  he  was  faying;  oracles  were  fa- 
vourable to  me;  Ebene  was  in  the  right,  but  why 
is  he  not  here  ? 

Scarce  had  the  com.pany  got  beyond  the  torrent, 
■when  the  bridge  funk  into  the  water  with  a  pro- 
digious noife.  So  much  the  better,  fo  much  the 
better,  cried  Ruftan,  praifed  be  God,  bleffed  be 
heaven;  it  would  not  have  me  return  to  my  coun- 
try, where  I  Ihould  be  nothing  more  than  a  gentle- 
man ;  the  intention  of  heaven  is,  that  1  fhould  wed 
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her  I  love ;  I  fhall  become  prince  of  Cachemire  5 
thus  in  "  poirefTmg"  my  miflrefs  I  fhall  ceafe  to 
"  poflefs"  my  httle  marquifate  at  Candahar.  "  I 
fhall  be  Riiflan,  and  I  fhall  not  be  Ruflan,"  be- 
caufe  I  fhall  become  a  great  prince :  thus  is  a  great 
part  of  the  oracle  clearly  explained  in  my  favour, 
the  reft  will  be  explained  in  the  fame  manner,  I  am 
too  happy  :  but  why  is  not  Ebene  with  rne  ?  I  re- 
gret him  a  thoufand  times  more  than  Topaze. 

He  proceeded  a  few  parafonges  farther  with 
the  greateft  alacrity  imaginable  ;  but  at  the  clofe 
of  day,  a  chain  of  mountains,  more  rugged  than 
a  counterfcarp,  and  higher  than  the  tower  of  Babel 
would  have  been  if  it  had  been  linifhed,  ftopped 
the  paflage  of  the  caravan,  which  was  feized  with 
dread. 

All  the  company  cried  out,  It  is  the  will  of  God 
that  we  perifh  here  ;  he  broke  the  bridge  merely 
to  take  from  us  all  hopes  of  returning ;  he  raifed 
the  mountain  for  no  other  reafon  but  to  deprive  us 
of  all  means  of  advancing*  Oh,  Ruftan  !  oh,  unhap- 
py marquis !  we  fhall  never  fee  Gachemire;  we  fhall 
never  return  to  the  land  of  Candahar. 

The  moft  poignant  anguifh,  the  moft  infupport- 
able  dejedion,  Succeeded  in  the  foul  of  Ruftan  to 
the  immoderate  joy  which  he  had  felt,  to  the  hopes 
with  which  he  had  intoxicated  himfelf.  He  was 
by  no  means  difpofed  to  interpret  ih(t  prophecies  in 
his  favour.  Oh,  heavens !  oh,  God  of  my  fathers ! 
faid  he,  muft  I  then  lofe  my  friend  Topaze ! 

As  he  pronounced  thefe  words,  fetching  deep 
fighs,  and  fhedding  tears  in  the  midft  of  his  difcon- 
folate  followers,  the  bafis  of  the  mountain  opens, 
a  long  gallery  appears  to  the  dazzled  eyes  in  a 
vault  lighted  with  a  hundred  thoufand  torches : 
Ruftan  immediately  begins  to  lament,  and  his  peo- 
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]  le  to  throw  themfelves  upon  their  knees,  and  to 
fall  upon  their  backs  in  aftonifhment,  and  cry  out, 
A  miracle !  and  fay,  Ruftan  is  the  favourite  of 
Witfnow,  the  well-beloved  of  Brama;  he  will  be- 
come the  mafter  of  mankind.  Ruftan  believed  it, 
he  was  quite  befide  himfelf,  he  was  raifed  above 
himfelf.  Alas,  Ebene,  faid  he,  my  dear  Ebene, 
where  are  you?  Why  are  you  not  witnefs  of  all 
thefe  wonders?  How  did  I  lofe  you?  Beauteous 
princefs  of  Cachemire,  when '  ihall  I  again  behold 
your  charms  1 

He  advances  with  his  attendants,  his  elephants, 
and  his  camels,  under  the  hollow  ot  the  mountain  ; 
at  the  end  of  which  he  enters  into  a  meadow  ena- 
melled with  flowers  and  encompaifed  with  rivulets  : 
at  the  extremity  of  the  meadows  are  walks  of  trees 
to  the  end  ot  which  the  eye  cannot  reach,  and  at 
the  end  of  thefe  alleys  is  a  river,  on  the  fides  of 
which  are  a  thoufand  ploafure  houies  with  delicious 
gardens.  He  every  where  hears  concerts  of  vocal 
and  inftrumental  mufic  ;  he  fees  dances ;  he  makes 
hafte  to  go  upon  one  of  the  bridges  of  the  river  ; 
he  afks  the  firfl  man  he  meets  what  fine  country 
that  is  ? 

He  whom  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  anfwered.  You 
are  in  the  province  of  Cachemire ;  you  fee  the  in- 
habitants immerfed  in  joy  and  pleafures  ;  we  cele- 
brate the  marriage  of  our  beauteous  princefs,  who 
is  going  to  be  married  to  the  lord  Barbabou,  to 
whom  his  father  promifed  her  ;  m.ay  God  perpetu> 
ate  their  felicity !  At  thefe  words  Ruftan  fainted 
away,  and  the  Cachemirian  lord  thought  he  was 
troubled  with  the  falling  ficknefs ;  he  caufed  him 
to  be  carried  to  his  houfe,  where  he  remained  a 
long  time  infenfible.  He  lent  in  fearch  of  the  two 
moft  able  phyficians  in  that  part  of  the  country  : 
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they  felt  the  patient's  pulfe,  who  having  fomewhat 
recovered  his  fpirits,  fobbed,  rolled  his  eyes,  and 
cried  from  time  to  time,  Topaze,  Topaze,  you  were 
entirely  in  the  right ! 

One  of  the  two  phyficians  faid  to  the  Cacheml- 
rlan  lord,  I  perceive,  by  this  young  man's  accent^ 
that  he  is  from  Candahar,  and  that  the  air  of  this 
country  is  hurtful  to  him ;  he  muft  be  fent  home  : 
I  perceive  by  his  eyes  that  he  has  loft  his  fenfes  ; 
entruft  me  with  him,  I  will  carry  him  back  to  his 
own  country,  and  cure  him.  The  other  phyfician 
maintained,  that  grief  was  his  only  diforder  ;  and 
that  it  was  proper  to  carry  him  to  the  wedding  of 
the  princefs,  and  make  him  dance.  Whilft  they 
were  in  confultation,  the  patient  recovered  his 
health ;  the  two  phyficians  were  diiiniffed,  and 
Ruftan  remained  alone  with  his  hoft. 

My  lord,  faid  he,  1  afk  your  pardon  for  having 
been  fo  free  as  to  faint  in  your  prefence  ;  I  know 
it  to  be  a  breach  of  politenefs  ;  I  intreat  you  to 
accept  of  my  elephant,  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  kindnei's  you  have  fhewed  me.  He  then  relat- 
ed to  him  all  his  adventure,  taking  particular  care 
to  conceal  from  him  the  occafion  of  his  journey. 
But,  in  the  name  of  Witfnow  and  Brama,  faid  he 
to  him,  tell  me  who  is  this  happy  Barbabou,  who 
is  to  marry  the  princefs  of  Cachemire  ;  why  has 
her  father  chofen  him  for  his  fon-in-law,  and  why- 
has  the  princefs  accepted  of  him  for  an  hufbai^  ? 

Sir,  anfwered  the  Cachemirian,  the  princefs  has 
by  no  means  accepted  of  Barbabou  ;  fhe  is,  on  the 
contrary,  in  tears,  whilft  the  whole  province  joyful- 
ly celebrates  her  marriage :  ftie  has  ftiut  herfelf  up 
in  a  tower  of  her  palace  ;  ftie  does  jiot  chufe  to  (ee 
any  of  the  rejoicings  made  upon  the  occafion. 
iluftan,  at  hearing  this,  perceived  himfelf  revive; 
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the  bloom  of  his  complexion,  which  grief  had 
caufed  to  fade,  appeared  again  upon  his  counte- 
nance. Tell  me.  I  intreat  you,  continued  he,  why 
the  prince  of  Cachemire  is  obflinately  bent  upon 
giving  his  daughter  to  a  Barbabou  whom  fhe  does 
not  like  ? 

This  is  the  fa£i:,  anfwered  the  Cachemirian  :  Do 
you  know  that  our  auguft  prince  loft  a  large  dia- 
mond and  a  javelin  which  he  had  a  great  value  for? 
Ah  livery  well  know  that,  faid  Ruftan.  Know 
then,  faid  his  hoft,  that  our  prince  being  in  def- 
pair  at  not  having  heard  of  his  two  precious  curio- 
iitles,  after  having  caufed  them  to  be  fought  for  all 
over  the  world,  promifed  his  daughter  to  whoever 
(liould  bring  him  either  the  one  or  the  other :  a 
lord  Barbabou  came,  who  had  got  the  diamond,  and 
he  is  to  marry  the  princefs  to-morrow. 

Ruftan  turned  pale,  ftammered  out  a  compliment, 
took  his  leave  of  his  hoft,  and  galloped  upon  his 
dromedary  to  the  capital  city,  where  the  ceremony 
was  performed.  He  arrives  at  the  palace  of  the 
prince,  he  tells  him  he  has  fomething  of  import- 
ance to  communicate  to  him,  he  demands  an  au- 
dience ;  he  is  told  that  the  prince  is  taken  up  with 
the  preparations  for  the  wedding.  It  is  for  that 
very  reafon,  faid  he,  that  I  am  defirous  of  fpeaking 
to  him :  fuch  is  his  importunity,  that  he  is  at  laft 
admitted.  Prince,  faid  he,  may  God  crown  all 
youf  days  with  glory  and  magnificence  !  your  fon- 
in-law  is  a  knave. 

What !  a  knave !  how  dare  you  fpeak  in  fuch 
tef  ms  ?  Is  that  a  proper  way  of  fpeaking  to  a  duke 
of  Cachemire  of  a  fon-in-law  whom  he  has  made 
choice  of  ?  Yes,  he  is  a  knave,  continued  Ruftan ; 
and  to  prove  it  to  your  highnefs,  I  have  brought 
you  back  your  diamond. 
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The  duke,  furprized  at  what  he  heard,  compa- 
red the  two  diamonds  ;  and  as  he  was  no  judge  of 
precious  (tones,  he  could  not  determine  which  was 
the  true  one.  Here  are  two  diamonds,  faid  he, 
and  I  have  but  one  daughter;  I  am  in  a  ftrange 
perplexity. 

He  fent  for  Barbabou,  and  afked  him  if  he  had 
not  impofed  upon  him.  Barbabou  fwore  he  had 
bought  his  diamond  from  an  Armenian  :  the  other 
did  not  tell  him  who  he  had  his  from  ;  but  he 
propofed  an  expedient,  which  was,  that  his  high- 
nefs  would  pleafe  to  permit  him  to  engage  his  rival 
in  fingle  combat.  It  is  not  enough  for  your  fon-in- 
law  to  give  a  diamond,  faid  he,  he  fliould  alfo  give 
proofs  of  valour.  Do  not  you  think  it  juft  that  he 
who  kills  his  rival  fhould  marry  the  princefs  ?  Un- 
doubtedly, anfwered  the  prince;  it  will  be  a  fine 
fight  for  the  court ;  fight  directly  :  the  conqueror 
ihall  take  the  arms  of  the  conquered,  according  to 
the  cufloms  of  Cachemire,  and  he  (hall  marry  my 
daughter. 

The  two  pretenders  to  the  princefs  immediately 
go  down  into  the  court.  Upon  the  ftairs  there  was 
a  pie  and  a  raven ;  the  raven  cried,  Fight,  fight ; 
the  pie  cried,  Don*t  fight.  This  made  the  prhicc 
laugh  ;  the  two  rivals  fcarce  took  any  notice  of  it; 
they  begin  the  combat ;  all  the  courtiers  made  a 
circle  round  them.  The  princefs,  who  kept  her- 
felf  conftantly  (hut  up  in  her  tower,  did  not  chufe 
to  behold  this  fight ;  fhe  never  dreamt  of  her  lo- 
ver's being  at  Cachemire,  and  fhe  hated  Barbabou 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fhe  could  not  bear  the  fight 
of  him.  The  combat  had  the  happiefl  event  ima- 
ginable ;  Barbabou  was  killed  outright ;  and  this 
greatly  rejoiced  the  people,  becaufe  he  was  ugly, 
^iid  Ruftan  was  very  handfome ;  the  favour  of  the 
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public  Is  almoft  always  determined  by  this  circum- 
flance. 

The  conqueror  put  on  the  coat  of  UFiail,  fcarf,  and 
the  cafque  of  the  conquered,  and  came,  followed 
by  the  whole  court,  to  prefent  himfelf  under  the 
windows  of  his  miflrefs.  The  multitude  cried  a- 
loud,  Beautiful  princefs,  come  and  fee  your  hand- 
fome  lover,  who  has.  killed  his  ugly  rival.  Thefe, 
•V'ords  we  re-echoed  by  her  women.  The  princefs 
unluckily  looked  out  of  the  window^,  and  feeing  the 
armour  of  a  man  (he  hated,  fhe  ran  like  one  fran- 
tic to  her  (trong  box,  and  took  out  the  fatal  jave- 
lin, which  flew  to  pierce  Ruftan,  notwhhflanding 
his  cuirafs :  he  cried  out  loudly,  and  at  this  cry  the 
princefs  thought  fhe  again  knew  the  voice  of  her 
unhappy  lover. 

She  ran  down  (lairs,  with  her  hair  difhevelled, 
and  death  in  her  eyes  as  well  as  her  heart.  Ruftan 
had  alreeady  fallen,  all  bloody,  into  the  arms  of  his 
father:  fhe  fees  him.  Oh,  moment !  oh,  fight!  oh, 
difcovery  of  inexpreffible  grief,  tendernefs,  and 
horror  !  She  rhrows  herfelf  upon  him,  and  em- 
braces him :  You  receive,  faid  ihe,  the  firft  and  lafl 
kiffes  of  your  miftrefs  and  your  murderer.  She 
pulls  the  dart  from  the  wound,  plunges  it  in  her 
heart,  and  dies  upon  the  body  of  the  lover  whom 
fhe  adores.  The  father,  terrified,  in  defpair,  and 
ready  to  die  like  his  daughter,  tries  in  vain  to 
bring  her  to  life  ;  fhe  was  no  more :  he  curfes  the 
fatal  dart,  breaks  it  to  pieces,  throws  away  the  two 
fatal  diamonds ;  and  whilft  he  prepared  the  fune- 
ral of  his  daughter,  Inftead  of  her  marriage,  he 
caufed  Ruftan,  who  weltered  in  his  blood,  and 
had  flill  forae  remains  of  life,  to  be  carried  to  his 
paLvc. 

He  was  put  into  bed  :  the  firft  objecls  he  faw  on 
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each  fide  of  his  death-bed  were  Topaze  and  Ebene. 
I'his  furprize  made  him  in  fome  degree  recover  his 
ftrength.     Cruel  men,  faid  he,  why  did  you  aban- 
don me  ?  Perhaps  the  princefs  would  (lili  be  alive 
if  you  had  been  with  the  unhappy  Ruftan.     I  have 
not  forfaken  you  a  moment,   faid  Topaze :  I  have 
been  always  with  you,  faid  Ebene*     Ah  !  what  do 
you  fay  ?  why  do  you  infulr  me  in  my  laft  mo- 
ments  ?  anfwered  Ruftan  with  a  languilhing  voice 
You  may  believe  me,  faid  Topaze ;  you  know  .' 
never  approved  of  this  fatal  journey,   the  dreadfu 
confequ-ences  of  which  I  forefaw.  1  was  the  eagif 
that  fought  with  the  vulture  and  flript  it  of  its  fei 
thers ;  I  was  the  elephant  that   carried  away  th 
baggage,  in  order  to   force  you  to  return  to  you 
own  country  ;  I  was  the  ftreaked  afs  that  carrie 
you,  whether  you  would  or  no,  to  your  father ;    : 
was  I  that   made  your   horfes  go  aflray ;  it  was 
that  caufed  the  torrent  that  prevented  your  paifagc 
it  was  1  that  raifed  the  mountain  which  flopped  l 
a  road  fo  fatal  to  you  :  I  was  the  phyfician  \h 
advifed  you  to  return  to  your  own  country  ;  1  w 
the  pie  that  cried  out  to  you  not  to  fight. 

And  I,  faid  Ebene,  was  the  vulture  that  he  ftri 
of  his  feathers,  the  rhinoceros  who  gave  him  ahu 
dred  (trokes  with  my  horn,  the  clown  that  beat  t 
ftreaked  afs,  the  merchant  who  made  you  a  preft 
of  camels  to  haflen  to  your  deftrudion  ;  I  dug  t 
cavern  that  you  croffc^d,  I  am  the  phyfician  tl 
encouraged  you  to  walk,  the  raven  that  cried  ( 
to  you  to  combat. 

Alas !  faid  Topaze,  "  Remember  the  orach 
"  If  you  go  to  theeait  you  will  be  at  th^eiL''  Y 
faid  Ebene,  here  the  dead  are  buried  with  th 
faces  turned  to  the  weft :  the  oracle  was  pi 
enough,  thouj^h  you  did  not  underhand  it.    ^'  Y 
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offefTed  and  you  did  iiotpoflefs ;"  for  you  had  thd 
iamond,  but  it  was  a  falfe  one,  though  you  did 
bt  know  it.     *'  You  are  conqueror  and  you  die^ 
you  are  Ruflan  and  you  ceafe  to  be  fo  ;"  all  has 
Ben   accomplifhed.     Whilfl:  he  fpoke  thus,  four 
hite  wings  covered  the  body  of  Topaze,  and  four 
4ack  wings  that  of  Ebene.     What  do  I  fee  !  cried 
iuflan.     Topaze  and  Ebene  anfwered  together, 
ou   fee  your   two   geniufes*     Good  gentlemen, 
ied  the  unhappy  Ruftan,  how  came  you  to  med- 
e  ?  and  what  occafion  had  a  poor  man  for  two 
niufes  ?  It  is  a  law,  anfwered  Topaze ;  every  man 
s  two  geniufes.    Plato  was  the  firll  man  that  faid 
and  others  have  repeated  it  after  him  ;   you  fee 
t  nothing  can  be  more  true :  I,  who  now  fpeak 
rou,  am  your  good  genius ;  1  wascharged  to  watch 
f  you  to  the  lad  moment  of  your  life  j  of  this 
1 1  have  faithfully  acquitted  myfelf.. 
iutj  faid  the  dying  man,  if  your  bufmefs  was  to 
ft  me,  I  am  of  a  nature  much  fuperior  to  yours  ; 
d  then  how  can  you  have  the  affurance  to  fay 
iU  are  my  good  genius,  fmce  you  have  fuifered 
*  to  be  deceived  in  every  thing  I  have  undertaken, 
d  fmce  you  fuffer  both  my  midrefs  and  me  to  die 
ferably  ?  Alas  !  faid  Topaze,  it  was  your  deftiny. 
'eftiny  does  all,  anfwered  the  dying  man,  w^hat  is 
enius  good  for  ?  And  you,  Ebene,  with  your  four 
•k. wings,  you  are,  doubtlefs,  my  evil  genius. 
ju  have  hit  it,  anfwered  Ebene.     Then  I  fup* 
b  you  were  the  evil  genius  of  my  princefs  like- 
;,  faid  Ruftan.     No,  replied  Ebene,  fhe  had  an 
genius  of  her  own,  and  I  feconded  him  perfe<5l- 
!  Ah,  cittt  Ebene !  faid  Ruflan,  if  you  are  fo  ma- 
ms, you  don't  belong  to  the  fame  mafter  with 
)aze:   you  have   been  formed  by  two  different 
nciples,  one  of  which  is  by  nature  good,  the 
^  other 
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other  evil.  That  does  not  follow,  faid  Ebene,  this 
is  a  very  knotty  point.  It  is  not  poflible,  anfwered 
the  dying  man,  that  a  benevolent  being  could 
create  fo  deftruftive  a  genius.  I^oflible  or  not  pof- 
fible,  replied  the  genius,  the  thing  is  juft  as  I  fay. 
Alas,  faid  Topaze,  my  poor  unfortunate  friend, 
don't  you  fee  that  that  rogue  is  fo  malicious  as  to 
encourage  yoii  to  difpute^  in  order  to  inflame  your 
blood  and  haften  your  death  ?  Get  you  gone,  faid 
the  melancholy  Ruftan,  I  am  not  much  better  fa- 
tisfied  with  you  than  with  him ;  he  at  lead  ac- 
knowledges that  it  was  his  intention  to  hurt  me ; 
and  you,  who  pretended  to  defend  me,  have  done 
me  no  fervice  at  all.  I  am  very  forry  for  it,  faid 
the  good  genius.  And  I  too,  faid  the  dying  man  ; 
there  is  fomething  at  the  bottom  of  this  which  I 
cannot  comprehend.  Nor  I  neither,  faid  the  good 
genius.  I  fhall  know  the  truth  of  the  matter  in  a 
moment,  faid  Rultan.  We  Ihall  fee  that,  faid  To- 
paze.  The  whole  fcene  then  vaniflied.  Ruftan 
again  found  himfelf  in  the  houfe  of  his  father,  which 
he  had  not  quitted,  and  in  his  bed,  where  he  had 
flept  an  hour. 

He  awakes  in  aftoniihmerit,  fweating  all  over, 
and  quite  wild  ;  he  rubs  himfelf,  he  calls,  he  ring^ 
the  bell.  His  valet-de-chambre,  Topaze,  runs  in, 
in  his  night-cap,  and  yawning.  Am  1  dead  or  alive  j 
cried  out  Ruftan?  fhall  the  beauteous  princefs  of 
Cachemire  efcape  ?  Does  your  lordihip  rave  ?  an- 
fwered Topaze,  coldly. 

Ah  !  cried  Ruftan,  what  then  is  become  of  this 
barbarous  Ebene,  with  his  four  black  i/t^g^  !  it  is 
he  that  makes  me  die  by  fo  cruel  a  death*  My 
lord,  anfv/ered  Topaze,  1  left  him  fnoring  above 
ftairs,  would  you  have  me  bid  him  come  down  ? 
The  villain,  faid  Ruftan,  has  perfecuted  me  for  fix 
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months  together :  it  was  he  who  carried  me  to 
the  fatal  fair  of  Kaboul ;  it  is  he  that  cheated  me  of 
the  diamond  with  which  the  princefs  prefented  me  ; 
he  is  the  fole  caufe  of  my  journey,  of  the  death  of  my 
princefs,  and  of  the  wound  with  a  javelin,  of  which 
I  die  in  the  flower  of  my  age. 

Take  heart,  faid  Topaze,  you  were  never  at 
Kaboul ;  there  is  no  princefs  of  Cachemire ;  her 
father  never  had  any  children  but  two  boys,  who 
are  now  at  college :  you  never  had  a  diamond  : 
the  princefs  cannot  be  dead,  becaufe  fhe  is  not 
born  ;  and  you  are  perfedly  well  in  health. 

What !  is  it  not  then  true  that  you  attended  me 
whilft  dying,  and  in  the  bed  of  the  prince  of  Ca- 
chemire ?  Did  you  not  acknowledge  to  me,  that, 
in  order  to  preferve  me  from  fo  many  dangers,  you 
were  an  eagle,  an  elephant,  a  ftreaked  afs,  a  phyfi- 
cian,'and  a  pie  ?  My  lord,  you  have  dreamt  all  this, 
anfwered  Topaze  :  our  ideas  are  no  more  of  our 
own  creating  whilft  we  are  afleep  than  whilft  we 
are  awake  :  God  has  thought  proper  that  this  train 
of  ideas  fhould  pafs  in  your  head,  moft  probably  to 
convey  fome  inftrudion  to  you,  of  which  you  may 
make  a  good  ufe. 

You  make  a  jeft  of  me,  replied  Ruftan,  how 
long  have  I  flept  ?  My  lord,  faid  Topaze,  you  have 
not  yet  flept  an  hour.  Curft  reafoner,  returned 
Ruftan,  how  is  it  poflible  that  I  could  be,  in  the 
fpace  of  an  hour,  at  the  fair  of  Kaboul  fix  months 
ago,  that  I  could  have  returned  from  thence,  have 
travelled  to  Cachemire,  and  that  Barbabou,  the 
princefs,  and  I,  fliould  have  died  ?  My  lord,  faid 
Topaze,  nothing  can  be  more  eafy  and  more  com- 
mon ;  and  you  might  have  travelled  round  the 
world,  and  have  met  with  a  great  many  more  adven- 
tures in  much  lefs  time. 
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Is  it  not  true  that  you  can,  in  an  hour's  timcj 
read  the  abridgment  of  the  Perfian  hiflory,  wihfeit 
by  Zoroafter  ?  yet  this  abridgment  contains  tight 
lumdred  thoufand  years.  All  thefe  events  pafs  be- 
fore your  eyes  one  after  another,  in  an  hour's  time. 
Now  you  mult  acknowledge,  that  it  is  as  eafy  to 
Brama  to  confine  them  to  the  fpacc  of  an  hour,  as 
to  extend  them  to  the  fpace  of  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand years  ;  it  is  exaftly  the  fame  thing.  Imagine 
to  yourfelf  that  time  turns  upon  a  wheel  whofe  di- 
ameter is  infinite.  Under  this  vafl  wheel  is  a  nu- 
merous multitude  of  wheels  one  within  another ; 
that  in  the  center  is  imperceptible,  and  goes  round 
an  infinite  number  of  times,  whilft  the  great  wheel 
performs  but  one  revolution.  It  is  evident,  that  all 
the  events  which  have  happened  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  to  its  end,  might  have  happened 
in  much  lefs  time  than  the  hundred  thoufandth  part 
of  a  fecond  ;  and  one  may  even  go  fo  far  as  to 
alTert  that  the  thing  is  fo. 

I  cannot  comprehend  all  this,  faid  Ruflan.  If, 
you  want  information,  faidTbpaze,  I  have  a  parrot 
that  will  eafily  explain  it  to  you.  He  was  born 
fome  time  before  the  deluge  ;  he  has  been  in  the 
ark  ;  he  has  feen  a  great  deal ;  yet  he  is  but  a  year 
and  a  half  old  :  he  will  relate  to  you  his  hiflory, 
which  is  extremely  interefling. 
-  Go  fetch  your  parrot,  faid  Ruffan,  it  will  amufe 
me  till  I  again  find  myfelf  difpofed  to  fleep.  It  is 
with  my  fifler,  the  nun,  faid  Topaze;  I  will  go  and 
fetch  it ;  it  will  pleafe  you  ;  its  memory  is  faithful; 
it  relates  in  a  fimple  manner,  without  endeavouring 
to  fhew  wit  at  every  turn.  So  much  the  better, 
faid  Ruflan^  I  like  that  manner  of  telling  flories. 
The  parrot  being  brought  to  him,  f^oke  in  this 
planner :  — 
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'N.  B.  Mademoifelle  Catherine  Vade  could  ne- 
ver find  the  hiftory  of  the  parrot  in  the  commoii- 
place-book  of  her  late  coufin  Anthony  Vade,  au- 
thor of  that  tale :  this  is  a  great  misfortune,  con^ 
fidering  what  age  that  parrot  lived  in; 
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